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SACPRO PRESENTS ITS ‘TECHNOLOGY DAYS’FOR 2014  

C J Kelly Associates recently attended the Sacpro  

Technology Days 2014, which was the fourth to be 

presented by Sacpro AB in Sweden over two days.  

Participants were presented with lectures, product  

demonstrations and a trade show with Sacpro suppliers 

exhibiting their various products and services. During the 

Technology Days, installers from the pipeline lining  

industry were offered the latest information on lining  

techniques and products as well as being invited to try out 

these latest technologies on real lining scenarios. The event 

also offered attendees a major networking opportunity to 

meet and make new contacts and share experiences  

together in a relaxed atmosphere. Each year for its 

Technology Days, Sacpro invites all the contractors in the 

countries in which the company is represented either in its 

own right or through approved resellers. 

“This year there were just over 70 people from some 40 

companies, originating from eight European countries.” 

said an enthusiastic Fredrik Sterner, vice president at 

Sacpro AB.  

“The purpose of our Technical days is to create a venue for installers in the lining industry where 

they will get the chance to meet each other as well as a selection of interesting vendors. Visitors are 

given the opportunity to watch demos and try new materials, techniques and tools that simplify and 

streamline the daily working life when lining in the real world.” said Jan-Erik Svedlund, CEO and 

founder of Sacpro AB in Falun, Sweden. 

 

SACPRO AB 

Sacpro AB is a leading supplier of tools and materials for lining sewer systems. The company has 

over 20 years’ experience of lining in the field, first as a contractor working throughout Sweden and 

since 2005, exclusively as a producer of equipment and a supplier to contractors in the lining 

business. Sacpro has developed three brands Sacpipe®, Sacparts® and Sactools®. Along with its own 

brands, the company works closely with leading European manufacturer Brawoliner® for which 

Sacpro offers a complete range of lining products. Sacpro currently supplies products to Sweden, 

Norway, Finland and Denmark, but also to the Baltic countries, Germany, Belgium, UK and 

Australia. 

Sacpro AB represents a full range of installation equipment marketed under the brand name 

Sactools. This includes Extruders, rolling mills, equipment for pipe milling and a complete system 

for installation of branch pipes. Sacpro holds the Brawoliner agency in Sweden and Finland. 

“Our stock of Brawoliner is normally at about 7,000 meters of liner and about 3,500 kg epoxy 

resin.” said Krister Persson, who is responsible for incoming goods and outgoing deliveries at 

Sacpro’s site in Falun. “Our strength is that we have the capacity to deliver large amounts of 

installation materials to customers throughout Sweden and Finland, on the same day as ordered.” 

The Sacpipe Connection System is a complete system for relining in buildings. The system 

includes installation materials from Brawoliner, with manifolds and connection fittings from 

SacPro’s own Sacparts division. All standard versions of Sacparts branch pipes are ready for 

delivery from the warehouse. Usually more than 50 Sacparts manifolds are held in stock. 

“With our in-house production of the Sacparts products, we can deliver even custom-made items, 

usually the day after the order.” Krister Persson 

continued. 

 

NEW PRODUCTS 

At the 2014 event, Sacpro showed its new 3-

phase, 6 kW steam generator which is primarily 

designed to streamline work in large branch 

pipes, curing in columns and localised 

installations in collection pipes. Jockum Brodén, 
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responsible for development and technology at Sacpro, has been 

running the development of the new steam generator. He also 

identified the need to monitor the temperature during the curing 

phase which led to a temperature gauge being developed and 

included in the Sactools range, along with the steam generator. 

"With this equipment, we provide the installer with the ability to 

fully control installations. When you know the conditions and can 

control and measure the temperature during curing, the work 

becomes much more efficient and safe.” said Jockum Brodén. 

The development of the Sactools Flex Tool, for fittings in branch 

pipes through bends, now means an operating range from 70 mm 

up to 150 mm diameter of the main pipe. The Flex Tool line 

complements the other Sactools manifold tools that can handle 

diameters from 70 mm up to 250 mm. Sacpro also offers special 

versions with up to four connecting pipes to the same main and 

dimensions up to 350 mm diameter. 

 

LIVE DEMOS 

As invited exhibitors Brawoliner, along with John and Martyn 

Kelly of CJ Kelly Associates, Brawoliner’s approved dealer in the UK and Ireland, Peter Bowyer 

and Mark Prendergast of Dyno Rod Norwich Franchisee P Bowyer Associates Ltd and Spencer 

Horsfield of Metro Rod (Hull, Lincolnshire & Peterborough), all CJ Kelly clients, showed the new 

HT liner and HT epoxy along with the new diesel-powered steam generator. The demonstration 

showed just how quickly an epoxy impregnated liner cures when the temperature can be raised to 

about 90⁰C. Brawoliner’s presentation of its new materials and devices showed how the company 

now offers entirely new possibilities for rapid installations, both in underground sewers and in-

property sewer pipe systems. Mike Kolter, Hans-Joachim Fritz and Alfred Bachmann of Brawoliner 

also demonstrated the effectiveness of the new steamer when they showed how an installation with 

subsequent steam curing is completed. 

Sacpro showed the new 6 kW electric steam generator from the Sactools range when a large 

branch pipe was installed. The whole process was monitored with the new temperature gauge. 

Especially for the English delegation attending with CJ Kelly Associates, which is also the Sacpro 

distributor in the UK, the method of gluing a plug was demonstrated. This is a method used in the 

installation of liners with an open end, but without having to use a calibration hose. The method 

uses a piece of Omaplata rubber hose glued to the end of the liner. After the liner has cured out, the 

plug is wrapped off by pulling a strap, which is used during the installation. On completion what is 

left in the pipe is a clean, open end that requires no post-processing. 

Other exhibitors included Fini air compressors; Ridgid, with cameras and tools for plumbing 

works; Dancutter, with lateral cutters; Hilti power tools and Wareco, with workshop equipment. 

Structor showed how a plumbing consultant with relining expertise can work with clients and 

contractors. 

Peter Bowyer commented on the two day event saying: “The hospitality was excellent and the trip 

was well organised and the products displayed and demonstrated were very interesting. I can see a 

future in our organisation for some of the new equipment we witnessed in action.” 

 

SEMINARS 

Sacpro offered a presentation on activities involving both the Sacpipe Connection System and 

Sactools. Sacpipe Connection System is a complete system for pipe relining in buildings and 

includes materials, methodology, documentation, training and marketing. Sactools is a complete 

range of tools developed for relining in buildings. The range includes Extruders in four different 

sizes, manual and electric mills, steam generators and a temperature gauge, branch pipe tools, a 

monitoring device that notifies the installer with a text message if the power fails or if the 

compressed air pressure is below the set value. The S3 pressure/vacuum tool facilitates working 

with branch pipe tools. Users can easily switch between compressed air and vacuum by just moving 

a lever. 

One of the largest insurance companies in Sweden, Länsförsäkringar AB, spoke about how water 

damage in houses, in various parts of the water supply and sewerage networks, has changed in 

recent years. There was also an insight of a large insurance company’s view on the relining industry, 

which certainly was both interesting and challenging for many of the visitors. 

BRiF, which stands for the Association for Relining in Real estates, was represented by Tomas 
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Sjögren who spoke about the association’s 

endeavours to set up a general education 

process for relining installers, which is 

currently absent in the Swedish market. 

BRiF argues that the use of Q3-approved 

installers should be a requirement in all 

procurement documentation for works. Q3 

is a third-party inspection of installers, 

performed by SP, which is an independent 

Swedish inspection organisation. 

Brawoliner gave a presentation about its 

new HT liner and epoxy resin to compliment 

the demonstrations. The system was 

specially developed for the requirements for 

installations in buildings. HT stands for 

High Temperature and is designed to handle 

hot water effluents from commercial properties using hot water such as that produced from 

dishwashers and manufacturing processes. The HT liner is also suitable for steam curing at 

considerably higher temperatures than the standard liners. High steam temperatures during curing 

will shorten the overall installation time significantly. 

Spencer Horsfield of Metro Rod said of the event: “The Sacpro event in Sweden was both 

interesting and very informative. We were very well looked after by our hosts, and the event was 

very professional and every effort was made to bridge the language barrier. I was personally very 

interested in the demonstrations of the laterals cutters, Steam Curing and Top Hat Repairs, and all of 

these were covered in several presentations throughout the two days we were at the event. I came 

away with a positive attitude, and totally motivated, and have now been planning for some capital 

expenditure in 2014 on one or two of the items I saw. All in all, a very worthwhile exercise!!” 

 

THE SWEDISH LINING MARKET 

The market for linings in buildings has grown steadily since the early 1990s. Increasingly housing 

associations, property owners, property managers and construction companies are coming to 

understand the benefits of renovating sewer systems without open cut construction. 

“When the methods and materials are reliable and the end result is the same as a traditional pipe 

replacement, we see that even more people choose lining instead of breaking up property to replace 

old leaky pipes.” said Jan-Erik Svedlund. “The approach that has dominated the market in recent 

years is to spray line with polyester plastics. But we see that lining with flexible liners is increasing 

and gaining ground against the various spray methods. So much so that even the leading spray 

companies are now starting their own departments that only work with lining.” 

Sweden has by far the largest turnover in the larger renovation project market, where an entire 

property’s plumbing is renewed at the same time including standing columns, branch pipes and 

collecting pipes where the new pipe will a life expectancy of at least 50 years. 

Installers working with minor service and emergency repairs are usually specialists in the field. 

Clients of the larger projects are usually the owners, with their own knowledge of what is 

available or which buy-in designs from an outside consultant. However, Sacpro still sees a big task 

ahead to inform clients and plumbing consultants on how best to procure lining. 

Among the Swedish lining contractors companies can be found that combine lining with high 

pressure cleaning and camera inspection of sewer systems. They thus generate jobs for their own 

lining operations. Several of these contractors also perform larger projects where the sewer system 

in an entire property is renewed. 

The larger contractors are usually quite specialised in lining work and have their own marketing 

department that study the market to find the big projects, which suit their business best. 

Finally, there are entrepreneurs who combine traditional plumbing works or construction activities 

with lining. In this way they become a complete supplier to the customer. Many believe that 

entrepreneurs are the market area in which the most growth in lining will occur in the coming years. 

For CJ Kelly Associates, John Kelly, senior partner said: “For us to see how the Swedish market 

works, the type and range of contractors and equipment suppliers there are, as well as witnessing the 

demonstrations and activities at the Sacpro Technical Days, was a most interesting opportunity and 

something of an eye-opener as to what could be achieved in the UK and Ireland markets. We would 

very much like to thank Sacpro for the opportunity afforded to us to attend the event.” Website: 

www.cjkelly.com 
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SBWWI Continues To Flourish 

M aintaining a healthy membership base 

and greater participation by members in 

SBWWI (Society of British Water and 

Wastewater Industries) events has meant that 

annual subscriptions remained at the same 

level as 2013. This was the headline news 

from the SBWWI AGM held on 26 March, 

2014 at the Episode Hotel, Leamington Spa.  

This year sees a change in Society 

Chairman, with Martyn Hopkinson, MH20, 

returning to the role after two and a half years, 

and David Smoker, ACO Technologies, taking 

up the mantle of Immediate Past Chairman. 

Colin Waugh, Clancy Docwra, remains as 

Vice-Chairman and Tony Griffiths, WRc, was 

elected as Society Treasurer.   

Hopkinson stated that the focus for 2014, would be on developing stronger relationships with 

water companies, Water UK, EU Skills and other water industry organisations to promote members’ 

products and services and to highlight the innovations that are available from its members.  

Hopkinson further stated that ‘Innovating for the Future’ would be published shortly and launched 

at the WRc Innovation Day taking place on 30 April. The document follows previous publications 

on ‘Supplying’, ‘Procuring’ and ‘Skills’ for the Future.  

SBWWI is the trade association for the UK water industry supply chain and provides 

representation for contractors, manufacturers, distributors, consultants and training providers, 

primarily supplying goods and services into the UK Water and Wastewater industry. Website: 

www.sbwwi.co.uk 

 

 

WOLSELEY UK ACQUIRES FUSION GROUP COMPANIES 

F usion Group, the Chesterfield-based multinational utility product 

business, recently announced the sale of its UK distribution and 

hire activities to Wolseley UK. The transaction sees Fusion Provida 

UK (FPUK) – distributor of multi-utility infrastructure products – and 

Utility Power Systems (UPS) – specialist in products for the 

electricity connections market – become part of Wolseley UK’s 

portfolio of distribution brands. 

Fusion Group Managing Director, Kevin Raine, explained the reasoning behind 

the move: “Over the past decade, Fusion Group has adopted a strategy of 

diversification. This diversity enabled Fusion Group to successfully navigate the 

global recession which proved so damaging for many businesses. In many areas 

of our business there are strong growth opportunities. We, the Fusion Group board, recognise that 

financing constraints could potentially lead to some of these opportunities being delayed or missed 

which would be unfair and demotivating to those employees working in the affected Group 

companies and divisions. Consequently, we have decided to focus the Group’s energies and 

resources on our core manufacturing activities: electrofusion fittings, polyethylene pipe jointing 

equipment and tooling, black pipe extrusion and fabrications, our international operations, and our 

technology and innovation businesses. The first tranche of manufacturing investment, some £2 

million, is already being implemented in Fusamatic which manufactures electrofusion fittings sold 

throughout the world. We will remain in close contact, both commercially and physically, with our 

former colleagues as the deal with Wolseley UK includes long term supply arrangements between 

FPUK and Fusion Group. Furthermore, Wolseley UK has leased FPUK’s 8 regional depots as well 

as the National Sales Office, National Distribution Warehouse, Hire and Repair facility, and UPS’ 

facilities in Chesterfield. These are exciting times for employees of both Fusion Group and FPUK/

UPS.”  

Mark Kemmitt, Trading Director for FPUK, said: “This is a fantastic growth opportunity for our 

businesses. I am confident that Wolseley UK will be able to open up many exciting markets as well 

as providing access to the investment we need to focus on building our position in the utilities and 

infrastructure sector.” Website: www.fusionprovida.co.uk 
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HOBAS AT IFAT 2014 

I FAT, one of the world’s leading trade fair 

for water, sewage and raw materials 

management, will open its gates on 5 to 9 

May, 2014 in Munich, Germany. 

As manufacturer and supplier of top quality 

GRP Pipe Systems for water, wastewater and 

industrial applications HOBAS will exhibit 

its latest innovations at the fair in Hall B6, 

East Entry.  

At this year’s IFAT, HOBAS’ visitors have 

the possibility to look up to a full-scale 

pressure jacking pipe with a flush FW jacking 

coupling of 3,270 mm o.d. HOBAS Pressure 

Jacking Pipes represent a two-in-one 

trenchless solution as they are designed to 

withstand high external thrust forces as well 

as internal working pressure up to at least 

PN10. Unlike other jacking pipes on the 

market, no extra working step regarding a carrier or protective pipes is necessary, which creates an 

array of cost and time saving benefits for clients. Utilised in pressure jacking projects since the 

1980s HOBAS Pressure Jacking Pipes look back on a long track record of success. 

A further highlight exhibited at the booth will be the model of a HOBAS CSO (Combined Sewer 

Overflow) Chamber. The highly efficient modular system, which HOBAS designed in cooperation 

with the CVUT University Prague and in compliance with the EU Water Framework Directive 

2000/60/EC, works like an ordinary sewer in dry weather but prevents overflows in wet periods. 

As usual, also the proven and tested NC (non-circular) pipes for sewer rehabilitation will be 

exhibited at the fair. Website: www.hobas.com 
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DIRECT PIPE COMES TO CANADA 

A lmost a year of planning and two 

weeks of execution resulted in the 

successful completion of the first pipeline 

installation in Canada to use the Direct 

Pipe method. 

Michels Canada Co. installed 342 m 

(1,122 ft) of 1,067 mm (42 in) diameter 

oil pipeline under the Beaver River about 

20 km (12½ miles) northeast of 

Bonnyville, Alberta, about three hours 

northeast of Edmonton. The project was 

part of the Inter Pipeline Ltd’s Cold Lake 

and Polaris Expansion Program.  

Michels, Inter Pipeline Ltd. (IPL) and 

Complete Crossings Solutions (CCS) 

spent close to a year on preliminary design of the oil pipeline crossing before construction started. 

Michels was responsible for the trenchless installation, support and disposal of excavated material. 

IPL provided the support, including preparation of the entry and exit locations and pipe sections. 

 

SCHEDULES 

Crews and equipment arrived in August 2013, and set-up was completed within two weeks. Michels 

finished the crossing on Labor Day weekend and was off the site by mid-September. During 

installation, the Herrenknecht Direct Pipe® system was operated seven days a week.    

The Direct Pipe method was selected for the Beaver River project to mitigate geotechnical and 

routing challenges as well as specific environmental and cultural sensitivities associated with this 

particular watershed. On the project, the area’s geology included sand, clay, clay shale and boulders. 

At various points, shells and wood were also coming off the slurry separation plant.  

The installation was carried out with an entry angle of 4o and an exit angle of 8o. The depth of 

cover under the river bed was approximately 5 m (16½ ft). The entry and exit angles allowed for 

shallow cover under the river and an overall shorter crossing than could be achieved with a typical 

HDD installation of this diameter. In fact, a project with the topography of this one would likely 

require an HDD bore of more than 1,500 m – or four times the distance needed for the Direct Pipe 

method. 

The Direct Pipe methodology debuted in 2007 in a crossing of the Rhine River in Germany and 

has been used on 35 projects in Germany, Great Britain, Italy, The Netherlands, Thailand, the 

United States and  now Canada.  

Unlike HDD, Direct Pipe is a single-pass installation that utilises microtunnelling and a thrusting 

unit to directly install a prefabricated product pipe into the excavated borehole simultaneously. For 

the Beaver River project, Michels used a system that combined a 750 t Herrenknecht Pipe Thruster 

and a Herrenknect AVN800 microtunnelling machine. 

The one-pass installation began after the entry location was prepared to accommodate the entire 

thrusting unit on the surface. This was a change from the original proposed design that had the 

thrusting unit in a shallow entry shaft. The entry design changed due to the unexpected high water 

table in the area at the time of construction. Michels and CCI proposed the surface launch system 

with a number of unique methods including surface casing similar to HDD and a liner to protect the 

coating of the product pipe as it progressed through the surface-casing portion of the crossing. The 

pipeline was in five sections and was managed with side-booms by the support crew.  

During the installation process, the course of the tunnelling head and product pipe are guided by 

an operator in an above-ground control station. The operator is able to make corrections to the 

vertical and horizontal paths to keep the machine and product pipe on precise line and grade 

utilising the articulating cutting head. Guidance is measured with a gyro steering system and water 

level system. Intermittent manual surveys were also performed to confirm the alignment.  

The soil is excavated from the leading edge of the tunnel face in the microtunnelling machine. The 

cuttings are moved back through the inside of the pipe in slurry lines to the cleaning plant that 

separates the mined material from the drilling slurry and recycles the cleaned material back to the 

tunnel head. Removal of the soil is accomplished under minimal pressure, greatly reducing the 

potential for inadvertent fluid release to the surface. The stackable cuttings were hauled off site to an 

approved local facility within 20 km of the site.  
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In certain specific situations, 

Direct Pipe can have significant 

advantages over HDD. The 

process requires lower pump 

volumes and pressures than a 

HDD, which minimises the 

potential for inadvertent fluid 

release to the surround land or 

a q u a t i c  e n v i r o n m e n t . 

Additionally, Direct Pipe 

requires a smaller working 

footprint with the majority of the 

work being performed from one 

side of the crossing. The 

workspace is similar to a typical 

HDD sized entry pad with the 

exit location requiring only enough room to safely remove and load out the tunnel head that weighs 

approximately 7.25 t (16,000 lb). The system is significantly quieter than a typical HDD project 

proving positive for work in urban settings.  

A pipe thruster clamping unit grips the product pipe and pushes the entire section into the borehole 

at the same time the excavation takes place. The clamping system is specifically designed so no 

coating will be damaged. The excavated borehole diameter is no more than 100 mm (4 in) larger 

than the product pipe, which results in less excavated material and drilling mud than a horizontal 

directional drill requires. With the product pipe being installed directly behind the tunnel head the 

borehole remains stabilised at all times.   

The Beaver River project required a high level of cooperation and communication between 

Michels Canada, Michels Directional Crossings and Michels Tunneling. 

Michels Canada is based in Nisku, Alberta. Michels Canada specialises in horizontal directional 

drilling, tunnelling and pipeline construction. Website: www.michels.us 

 

 

RECORD PILOT TUBE BORE FOR MOBILE 

A  great deal was riding on one shot at a 

record pilot tube bore under a taxiway 

at Mobile Regional Airport, Alabama, USA. 

The ideal combination of geology and 

operator skill allowed for pointed accuracy 

on a 181 m (595 ft) pilot tube guided auger 

bore drive for a long-time boring contractor. 

Alabama Power needed 181 m (595 ft) of 

400 mm (16 in) o.d. steel casing installed 

under the taxiway at Mobile Regional Airport 

to house electrical conduits, although it was 

first suspected that the length was closer to 

167 m (550 ft). Once the steel casing was 

installed, general contractor Pike Electric 

was to insert two, 150 mm (6 in) and one, 

100 mm (4 in) diameter HDPE pipes inside 

to house power lines. D&G Boring, Inc. of 

Smyrna, Georgia, has been serving the southeast since 1975. D&G operators were familiar the 

method of guiding an auger bore rig with a GBM (Guided Boring Machine) system, having used 

one on a project in Baton Rouge three years earlier. When the Mobile Airbus Project became 

available for bid, D&G owners knew that the GBM system would be ideal. 

In early February 2014, D&G received its shipment of a leased GBM 240A jacking frame, a 

P100Q power unit, a generation four GBM guidance system, 20 racks of dual-walled pilot tubes, 

and a 400 mm (16 in) diameter weld-on reaming head to upsize to the final casing diameter from 

Akkerman Inc. 

Crews were mobilised and began excavating and shoring the 3.6 m x 11 m (12 ft x 36 ft) launch 

pit in early February. An Akkerman field technician was dispatched to the job site shortly thereafter, 
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and the GBM jacking frame was placed on 

the auger bore rig rails in front of a Barbco 

48/60 unit. The guidance system was 

carefully calibrated for the 100 mm (4 in) 

diameter line and grade tolerance. It was 

suspected, then later confirmed, that there 

would be 2.4 m (8 ft) of cover above the 

alignment. 

Pilot tube installation began on February 

18. Day one consisted of training for five-

crew members, who were able to get 64 m 

(210 ft) across before shift end. On day two, 

crews maintained a clear sight path of the 

target and quickly found their groove to 

install all but 3 m (10 ft) of the full drive. 

Day three began with crews excavating and 

shoring a 3.6 m x 3.6 m (12 ft x 12 ft) 

reception trench box. While the last few lengths of pilot tubes were launched, some of the crew was 

trained on pilot tube removal as the lead pilot tube with the steering head emerged into the reception 

pit. D&G completed the drive in the next few weeks by way of standard auger bore operation and 

reported the final line and grade was well within the tolerance. They wrapped up and pulled out in 

early March. 

The project’s geological conditions represented the perfect storm of variables to achieve this 

distance. Average industry lengths have evolved as new technology has emerged since the advent of 

early pilot tube guided auger boring. Today’s average length for this application is about 120 m (400 

ft) in most displaceable soil. When asked what factors gave them the confidence to bid on a project 

of this length, foreman Monk Thompson said: “Real soft and smooth clay soil and their level of 

confidence in the system based on past experience.” When advised of the current industry average, 

Thompson jokingly stated: “What’s a couple hundred more feet?” Regarding his satisfaction with 

the project, Thompson said: “The outcome was above and beyond their expectations to emerge dead 

perfect on line and grade.” D&G Boring, Inc. will begin another pilot tube guided auger boring 

project in the near future, relocating an emergency sewer line in Valdosta, Georgia. Website: 

www.akkerman.com 
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PIPE LINER SAVES ANGLIAN WATER FROM MAJOR DISRUPTION 

A nglian Water was recently saved from causing 

major traffic disruption and expense when it 

was able to carry out emergency maintenance on a 

water pipe running underneath a busy A road by  

using  Scotchkote Pipe Renewal Liner 2400 from 3M.  

When Anglian Water discovered a 400 mm  

diameter ductile iron main suffering from internal 

tuberculation that was causing issues in getting a 

clear water sample, it worked with main contractor 

Balfour Beatty to find its solution which it found in 

the Scotchkote Pipe Renewal Liner 2400 from 3M. 

As simply flushing the main would not have removed 

the material and any aggressive cleaning would cause 

the tubercles to rupture and lead to high iron levels, 

the properties of Scotchkote 2400 allowed Anglian 

Water to scrape out the main and then apply a lining 

to prevent it from iron bleed. 

The efficient repair was a result of a collaboration 

between diversified technology company 3M and 

Anglian Water with a recent live trial of the solution 

in a mains renewal scheme in Boston, Lincolnshire. 

The trial enabled the water company to discover a 

new way to reline long lengths of pipe more  

efficiently and with little impact on customers.  

This particular pipe renewal liner has been specifically developed for the rehabilitation of potable 

water pipe infrastructure to extend service life, reduce leaks and improve water quality. 

Paul Gamwell, client project manager at Anglian Water said: “Providing a clean, safe and  

sustainable water supply falls within the responsibilities of Anglian Water Services and we are 

working proactively to ensure security of supply for current and future needs in areas where  

population increase is set to be a continuing trend. The team at 3M was extremely helpful and  

provided great support in trialling this product resulting in the subsequent successful emergency 

application. The data provided allowed Anglian Water to assess the risks of trialling this new  

product (e.g. water quality), the speed at which the product sets and the how quickly the pipe is  

returned to supply, which meant we could control the impact to our customers.” 

Mick Renshaw, construction manager at Balfour Beatty commented: “This successful trial  

identified the learning required to adapt  

procedures to allow the best productivity from 

this new technique. The next step will be to 

confirm its lining capability to withstand the 

forces from ground movement in high ‘shrink 

swell’ areas.” 

Paul Woolvine of the 3M Electrical Markets  

Division added: “Scotchkote Liner 2400 from 

3M is a very different resin proposition as it 

offers both water delivery enhancement and 

structural improvement properties.” Paul went 

on to say: “This was a suitable solution for  

Anglian Water in this case as it meant faster 

application and drying times, allowing the pipe 

to be returned to service in one hour, as well as 

reduced infrastructure disruption as fewer 

trenches were required.” 

Scotchkote Pipe Renewal Liner 2400 from 

3M is part of a portfolio of high performance  

coatings that can be used in the water industry. 

Website: www.3M.co.uk/scotchkote 

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 
For General Information on Horizontal Directional Drilling click here 
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PREVENTING DISRUPTION TO THE ELDERLY 

K ier MG, conscious of SIM rat-

ings, has recently been assisting 

South West Water to improve its own 

with the use of innovative technology 

on an estate for the elderly in Kings-

bridge, Devon. UK. 

The project had caused major issues 

for planners as leaking water pipes 

were causing problems for residents. 

Various ‘spot fixes’ were done before 

a decision was made to renew the 

pipes. The challenge was to replace 

the pipes without damaging surround-

ing electricity, gas, fibre optic and 

street lighting infrastructure which 

ruled out traditional moling due to the 

strike risk. Open cut would also prove 

difficult as access to the estate was 

required on a 24 hour basis in case of  

emergency .  

Nigel Burns, Area Manager at Kier MG, came up with the solution of using one of the company’s 

KOBUS Pipe Pullers, an inventive system for removing and replacing pipes easily, in one single 

action. A team was put on the sensitive project with instructions to minimise disruption to the  

customers. 

On average, four connections per day, each around 8 m 

long, were replaced by the team, with each customer  

being off water for an agreed 30 minutes only. Many of 

the connections had repair joints on them that were also 

pulled out as part of the continuous process as new  

polyethylene was installed. 

The project proved such a success that not only was the 

Kier team regularly rewarded with teas and coffees from 

the interested residents, but a further scheme of 168  

connections was also sanctioned with the KOBUS Pipe 

Puller being stipulated for use. 

The award winning Puller is being increasingly used by  

successful contractors to replace lead, uPVC, copper,  

galvanised and steel pipes which were previously open 

cut as the only option due to the potential risks associated 

with moling.  

It has been 

found that not 

only does this 

save money and 

liability, but the  

c u s t o m e r  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  

levels increase 

a s  t r a f f i c  

management and time on site is significantly reduced. 

The old pipe material is also removed from the ground 

for recycling which provides an additional off-set saving. 

Nigel Burns said: “The Pipe Puller is proving an  

increasingly popular way, with both our teams and  

end users, of replacing awkward services where  

open cut was previously our only option.” Website: 

www.kobuspipepuller.com 

ONLINE PIPE REPLACEMENT 
For General Information on Bursting, Reaming, Cracking, Eating and Pulling click here 
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The site required 24 hour access in case of emergency 

amongst the elderly residents. 

KOBUS Pipe Puller set up in  

minimal excavation reduces  

reinstatement costs and allows  

footpath access. 

The old pipe recovered for recycling. 
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TA HAS THE TRIC OF QUALITY PIPEBURSTING 

I t has long been the policy at TA Drilling 

to provide not only the highest quality 

tools for the underground construction  

industry but to provide also the training and 

backup that is needed to make it work  

successfully.  

This philosophy was shown recently on a 

demonstration on a live project site for 

Barhale plc. 

The operation was to replace an existing 

100 mm diameter PVC pipeline with a new 

125 mm diameter PE SDR 17 pipeline. The  

demonstration was to show how  

successfully this could be achieved using 

one of TA Drilling’s TRIC M50 pipe  

bursting systems.  

Because it was not only a demonstration 

site but also a live project site on a Barhale 

contract, several other interested companies were invited along to see the TRIC M50 in operation. 

These companies included: Fusion Provida, GB Drilling, Mc Andrews , Anglian Water, Let’s Go 

Green, Barhale and of course TA Drilling. 

Having set up the TRIC M50 unit in a centralised start pit with a depth of 2.5 m, the idea of the 

single day operation was to burst two sections of the old pipe and simultaneously install the new 

larger diameter pipe. Each pipe bursting run was approximately 100 m long. For both bursting runs 

the necessary replacement pipe had already been prepared to length and laid out at the reception end 

of the run ready for installation. 

Having passed the bursting rope through the old pipe and attached the bursting head and the new 

pipe to the TRIC M50 unit, the first bursting process started at approximately 10 am on the first run. 

This replacement was completed in only about 50 minutes or an average speed of 2 m per minute. 

The TRIC M50 was then turned and set up in the second length of pipe and the burst run started. 

Again the run was completed in just around 50 minutes. At no time during either bursting run did 

the monitoring gauge on the TRIC M50 pulling unit exceed 1,000 psi, well within its operational 

limits. By the end of the day all equipment was off site with two pipe replacements completed by 

4.15 pm. 

Ultimately, once the equipment was stowed and the client and visitors had the chance to comment 

on the day’s proceedings, the feedback from all that attended was excellent. Everyone at the  

demonstration saw how safe, fast and easy to use the TRIC M50 system was.  

According to Barry Baird, Works Manager for Barhale plc: “We use all means of trenchless  

solutions and are continually seeking more innovative ways of delivering safe, efficient and more 

responsible solutions that improve service to our customer’s and I was very impressed that there was 

no manual handling of rods in pit and none of our guys had to be in the excavation while bursting 

was in progress. We trialled this unit in the bespoke frame/cradle in a trench box which worked very 

well, I see great potential for this compact unit with enough power to cope.” 

 

TRIC M50 

The TRIC M50 is designed to offer the perfect combination of size and power for those projects 

such as those in easements and other tight spots where bigger equipment just will not fit. The unit is 

strong enough to burst up to 250 mm (10 in) diameter main lines, whilst being compact enough to 

set up by hand. It can be powered using either a suitable backhoe with sufficient hydraulic output or 

a dedicated high-flow hydraulic pump. 

The system offers a Pulling force of 48 tons @ 5,000 psi at a maximum hydraulic flow rate of 75 l 

(20 gpm). The unit utilises a swaged cable of maximum diameter 22 mm (⅞ in). 

 

FULL EQUIPMENT RANGE 

TA Drilling (Sales) Ltd have an extensive portfolio of trenchless equipment. TRIC Tools range of 

Compact Rope Bursters ranging in size from 20 ton – 100 ton units. The Essig range of Moles and 

Rammers from 45 mm up to 530 mm diameter. Ring-O-Matic Vac Ex systems, American Augers 

and Toro HDD Rigs and Tooling. Jakob Thaler Winches, Hunting Rods, Baroid Fluids, DCI  

Locators, Melfred Borzal tooling. Website: www.tadrilling.co.uk 

ONLINE PIPE REPLACEMENT 
For General Information on Bursting, Reaming, Cracking, Eating and Pulling click here 
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HELPING MINIMISE ROADSIDE REPAIR  

TIMES AT NATIONAL GRID  

T T-UK/RSP has worked with Hitachi Capital Commercial Vehicle Solutions and National Grid 

to introduce six 12 tonne Mercedes vehicles that combine coring and suction excavation  

technologies into its fleet. 

Combining the technology of two vehicles - a TT coring unit and an RSP suction excavator into 

one, the new vehicle can significantly improve gas repair times. Where keyhole technology is  

suitable, it can cut roadside gas repair times from five days to as little as four to five hours. This will 

help to reduce traffic delays, congestion and inconvenience to the public.  

The six vehicles are now active in the National Grid fleet and will be used across its area of  

operation; from north of the River Thames all the way to the Scottish borders to carry out faster and 

safer road side repairs benefiting both the public and its workforce.  

The Coring Unit produces a ‘keyhole’ access pit measuring from 460 to 610 mm (18 to 24 in)  

diameter in road surfaces and footpaths made of asphalt or concrete. Using a special clamping  

SUPPORT EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES  

& SERVICES 
For General Information on Support Equipment & Accessories click here 

 

© 2014 NoDig Media Services 

SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Name for website access 

Supplier of TBM, Microtunnel, 
Pipe Jacking and Tunnel  

excavation Navigation &  

Guidance systems & Services. 

VMT GmbH 

Hammerhead 
Hammerhead piercing, bursting 

& ramming products are used by 

contractors worldwide to install 

or replace fibre, communication, 

water, sewer and gas lines with 

minimal disruption to landscapes, 
structures and traffic flow. 

ER TECHNICAL SERVICES 

Providing  

independent pipe 

renovation services  

including:  

International  

Training, Hire, 

Consultancy and a 

Global Skills  

Network  

TORO and  

American Augers Directional Drills  

Auger Boring Equipment 

Tooling & Drill Rods 

Drilling Fluids 

Recycling & Mixing Systems 

Moles & Bursters 

Digital Location Equipment 

T A Drilling 

TT-Group: A leading  

manufacturer of Trenchless  

Technologies: Moles, Pipe  

Rammers, HDD, Pipe  

Replacement and Auger boring  

systems and NoDig-equipment 

TT Group 

U MOLE 
Supplier for hire or sale of: 

Vac Ex, Mole & Rammers,  

Bursting, Coil Trailers, SBUs and 

Accessories 

A 12 tonne Mercedes combined coring and suction excavation vehicle. 

http://www.nodigmedia.co.uk/Accessories.html
http://www.vmt-gmbh.de/300.html?&=&amp;L=ucdbofrppiuemkq&L=1
http://www.hammerheadtrenchless.com
http://www.CIPP-Global.com
http://www.tadrilling.co.uk
http://www.tracto-technik.com
http://www.umole.co.uk
http://pipelaying.tracto-technik.com/


device the core is removed from the surface in one 

circular piece and high powered suction excavation 

technology is used to remove the remaining spoil to 

expose the pipes. Repairs can then be completed 

using special long handed tools which are able to 

reach down to the damaged section of the gas 

mains. 

 When the repairs are completed, the stored  

excavated spoil is used to refill the hole and a Soil 

Compaction Supervisor (SCS) pad is placed at the 

base of the excavation pit.  

This pad provides accurate readings to a hand held 

device on the surface, which manages and  

documents performance of the compaction activity; 

ensuring construction regulation standards for  

compaction are met.  

The original cored road surface is then replaced 

perfectly into the keyhole bore and sealed using a 

special cement grouting sealant.   

With the combined coring and suction excavation 

technology, less material now needs to be removed 

from the excavation and the original cored road 

surface can be used in the final reinstatement process. In addition, as the bored hole is circular rather 

than square, the hole is less likely to develop stress fractures, meaning the surface will remain intact 

for years to come. 

Andy Martin, Operations & Maintenance Contracts Manager, for National Grid said: “These  

specialist vehicles provide a solution to a number of challenges faced by any company when digging 

up the road to access utility services. By combining two vehicles, they not only speed up the repair 

process, but also improve safety and provide cost savings. The development process was very  

complex and Hitachi Capital was the perfect partner to manage the collaboration between ourselves, 

TT-UK and RSP in Germany. 

Richard Dyke, Hitachi Capital Commercial Vehicle Solutions Key Accounts Manager said: “After 

developing the first generation of specialist suction excavator vehicles seven years ago, Hitachi  

Capital and its specialist vehicle suppliers, TT-UK and RSP have worked together in close collabo-

ration with National Grid for 18 months, which has resulted in the design and delivery of this 

ground breaking vehicle.” Website: www.tt-uk.com 

 

 

MCELROY LAUNCHES SPIDER™ 125 

WITH UNIVERSAL CLAMPING 

M cElroy, one of the world’s leading maker of 

thermoplastic pipe fusion machines, has  

released its latest socket fusion tool for polypropylene 

(PP) pipe installations - the Spider™ 125 with  

Universal Clamping. The unique design of the Spider 

125 makes it the ideal socket fusion tool for  

installations using 63 mm to 125 mm diameter PP 

pipe in overhead, vertical and tight work spaces.  

The new Universal Clamping feature allows the  

latest Spider 125 model to accommodate any size of 

pipe or coupling, eliminating the need for inserts. The 

original Spider 125 is designed with a chain-clamping 

system, and it comes with a variety of insert sizes for 

pipes and fittings. 

“We are pleased to bring this new feature to the  

Spider 125 which will continue to give operators the 

tools they need to perform socket fusions on  

challenging jobsites.” said McElroy President Chip McElroy. “Our fusion products are becoming  

recognised as the best complement to polypropylene pipe installations which are being used more 

SUPPORT EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES  

& SERVICES 
For General Information on Support Equipment & Accessories click here 

 

© 2014 NoDig Media Services 

SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Name for website access 

ONSITE/PERCO 
No-Dig contractors for: Sewer 

installation, renovation &  

maintenance including CIPP, 

Structural,  Infi ltration &  
Connection linings; Patch repairs; 

CCTV pipe inspection and  

assessment; pipe cleaning, flow 

monitoring; Augerboring; HDD; 

Microtunnelling; Shaft Sinking; 

Headings; Lateral Cutting; Pipe 

B u r s t i n g ;  S l i p l i n i n g  &  
Consultancy 

McElroy Manufacturing is the 
leading manufacturer of  

polyethylene pipe fusion  

equipment and provider of 

customer-driven solutions to 

PE engineers and contractors 

worldwide. 

McElroy 

Developing and marketing 
techniques for the repair,  

replacement and  

decommissioning of  
underground pipes, for over 30 

years, including Pipe Coil 

Trailers, Pipe Handlers and 
Pipe Crackers. 

Steve Vick 

International 

AKKERMAN 

Akkerman develops,  
manufactures and supports 

quality pipe jacking, tunnelling, 

microtunnelling and guided 
boring equipment for the  

accurate installation of  

underground infrastructure for 

an extensive range of  

diameters and geology. 

The core in the road surface. 

The Spider™ 125 with Universal  

Clamping. 

http://www.tt-uk.com
http://www.nodigmedia.co.uk/Accessories.html
http://www.onsite.co.uk/
http://www.perco.co.uk/
http://www.mcelroy.com
http://www.stevevick.com
http://www.stevevick.com
http://www.akkerman.com


and more in today’s best and most  

advanced indoor piping systems.” 

At 15 lb, the Spider 125 with Universal  

Clamping remains a lightweight, compact 

device with a worm gear drive and  

parallel link system that brings pipes and 

fittings together evenly and under control.  

A single technician can align, heat, fuse 

and cool the pipe, and because the Spider 

is non-back drivable, constant pressure is 

maintained throughout the process.  

The Spider 125 with Universal  

Clamping comes with its own carrying 

case, and a full assortment of heaters and 

heater adapters in the 63 mm to 125 mm 

diameter range are available. 

PP fused pipe systems are used in a 

multitude of residential, commercial and 

industrial applications including potable 

water, chilled water, greywater, heating 

and cooling systems, hydronics,  

geothermal and compressed air systems,  

rainwater collection and irrigation,  

chemical transport and fire suppression 

systems. Website: www.mcelroy.com/ppr 

 

 

PILOT TUBE LUBRICATION 

PUMP 

S uccessful guided auger boring contractors know that their bore’s accuracy depends on  

competent pilot tube steering coupled with ground appropriate lubrication. The 1325G Pilot 

Tube Lubrication Pump enhances these skills while serving as an invaluable, multi-faceted tool. 

The 325 gallon (1,230 l) tank offers 2,000 psi (13,790 kPa) of pressure at 7 gpm (26.5 l/min) of 

pump flow, providing enough fluid capacity for the average 400 ft (122 m) bore. The tank can be 

filled with liquid-based polymers to supply lubrication to the pilot tube string or with water for  

pressure cleaning operations. 

The 1325G design is simple and self-contained. Power is provided via direct-drive from engine to 

pump through a gearbox. The pump’s in-tank agitation quickly and evenly mixes liquid-based  

polymers and prevents fluid settlement. A relief valve limits the pump’s pressures as necessary. The 

electric start Kohler engine offers 14HP (10 kW) at 3,600 rpm with a 1.8 gallon (7 l) fuel tank  

capacity. The empty tank assembly weight is just under 1,000 lb (454 kg), making the unit highly 

portable to and on the project site.  

The unit’s overall dimensions are 52 in 

(h) x 89 in (l) x 50 in (w), so as to make 

container storage possible in colder  

climates. 

The 1325G Pilot Tube Lubrication Pump 

design integrates several safety features. 

The stepped platform makes it easy for 

operators to access or fill the 325 gallon 

(1,230 l) tank.  

The battery is located inside a plastic 

housing to eliminate contact with opera-

tors. The lack of moving parts in the tank 

makes for safe interior access. 

For over four decades, Akkerman has 

manufactured distinctive microtunnelling, 

pipe jacking, tunnelling and guided boring 

equipment. Website: www.akkerman.com 
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UKSTT NEWS 
UKSTT 20th Annual Dinner & Awards Ceremony – DON’T DELAY …. GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY 

Come along and help the UKSTT celebrate 20 years of trenchless technology in style on Friday 16 th May 2014.   

Already confirmed as sponsors are H5O, O’Connor Utilities Ltd, U Mole, a division of Vp plc, Severn Trent Water, Wessex 

Water, UKDN Waterflow, Lanes Group, Trelleborg, Pipe Equipment Specialists, Fluvius, Hammerhead Tools, Sembcorp 

Bournemouth Water & Utility Innovations Solutions.  If you would like to join them in 

sponsoring these prestigious awards then please contact Lynn Maclachlan on 01926-

330935 or admin@ukstt.org.uk.   

The ticket prices are: 

   Standard Rate 

Table(s) for 10  £752 + VAT 

Tables(s) for 12  £902.40 + VAT 

Individual(s)  £75.20 + VAT each 

 

After Dinner entertainment will be provided by Paul Tonkinson, a Yorkshireman, 

occasional marathon runner and sometime radio presenter as well as an established star of the stand-up circuit. Tickets to these 

prestigious awards can be purchased by contacting Lynn Maclachlan. 

 

Getting to know our new member …… 

UKSTT would like to welcome its latest Corporate Member …… 

Peter Duffy Limited Website: www.drains-aid.com 

As a trading division of Peter Duffy Ltd, DrainsAid has over 40 years experience of providing 

drainage repair and rehabilitation services to the UK’s regulated Water and Wastewater sector.  The 

company’s activities are fully accredited to the latest British and European ISO Standards. Quality 

Management to ISO9001:2008; Environmental Management to ISO14001:2004 and Health & Safety 

to OHSAS18001:2007. The company’s Health & Safety system is fully SSIP Compliant and  

DrainsAid is also accredited by Achilles UVDB Verify and Link-Up vendor assessment schemes used by the majority of the  

Utility, oil & Gas and Rail sector clients and ConstructionLine that is recognised by much of the UK’s Public sector. 

In recent years DrainsAid has invested heavily in CIPP Lining technology, plant and experienced installation teams including 

the latest UV curing systems offering increased cure efficiency. 

The company offers systems that are capable of lining a range of pipes and culverts including clay, concrete, brick and  

corrugated steel from 100 mm to 1,800 mm diameter as localised ‘patching’ or as long length installations.  

DrainsAid offers a full Turnkey service to customers if required through its complementary capabilities 

 

 

UKSTT EVENTS 
No-Dig Roadshows 2014 - Trenchless Technologists Meet In Warrington And Belfast  

The first event in the NO-DIG ROAD SHOW 2014 programme was held in Warrington on 18 

March, 2014. The Road Show was supported by United Utilities and attended by some 50 of its 

personnel, who were joined by delegates from other organisations.  

The seminar kicked off with a presentation by Tony Griffiths and Nicola Williams of UU who 

gave an overview of the transfer of assets to the water companies and the challenges that they are 

encountering.  Following this a varied programme of presentations featuring new and innovative 

technologies including techniques for replacing lead service pipes, advances in the Typhoon 

cleaning technology and a structural solution for water and force mains renovation offered by 

Aqualiner was made. Additional papers covered developments in pipeline condition assessment 

and innovation in standards. 

The NO-DIG ROAD SHOW then moved across the water to Belfast on 8 April for the concluding event in the 2014  

programme. Supported by Northern Ireland Water, the event was  

attended by some 90 delegates from a wide section of the industry. 

Delegates were welcomed by Shauna Herron, UKSTT Council  

member and Director of Environmental Techniques, as well as Ian 

Ramsay, Chairman of UKSTT.   

The programme commenced with a presentation by Angela  

Halpenny and Gavin McCready of NIW who highlighted the  

increasing challenges presented by unnecessary pollution which is 

encountered by water companies nationwide and outlined the  

widespread public education programme which has been  

implemented to tackle the problem. 
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Following this the programme looked at how emerging technology will contribute to  

infrastructure investment in the future.  Additional papers covered water conservation issues in 

Dublin, the need for trenchless methods to rehabilitate or divert existing utilities due the to the 

development of the tram system.  Other papers covered into many new innovations that are  

already in operation and some in development stages for new construction and rehabilitation of 

water and wastewater pipes as well as developments in pipeline condition assessment. 

An integral part of the NO-DIG ROAD SHOWs are the exhibition of products and services 

presented by a range of suppliers whose representatives were on hand to discuss delegates’  

individual projects.   

The 2014 NO-DIG ROAD SHOW was organised in conjunction with UKSTT by Westrade Group Ltd who organise trenchless 

technology events in the UK and overseas.  The Road Show was the 11th in the series and the event in April was the sixth to be 

held in Belfast.  

 

No Dig Live 2014 

The 12th NO-DIG LIVE will be taking place on 16-18 September 2014 at Peterborough Arena at the 

East of England Showground. The event offers a state of the art indoor exhibition hall with adjacent 

demonstration grounds and first class seminar accommodation.   

 The 2014 programme will continue with the popular early morning ‘Business Briefing’ programme 

held daily from 0800 until the opening of the exhibition at 1000. Visitors are invited to sign up free of 

charge and join the debate on the changing daily topic.    

Live demonstrations of equipment showing a variety of trenchless techniques are carried out  

throughout the day, many of which are on request, while others are included in a timetable in order that visitors can plan their day 

accordingly. 

Companies interested in registering their interest in exhibiting are invited to contact Paul Harwood, Sales Director of Westrade 

Group Ltd on +44 (0) 845 094 8066 or Email: pharwood@westrade.co.uk  

Come and see the UKSTT on Stand 88 and make use of our ‘Meet & Greet’ area. 

 

  

UKSTT MEMBER NEWS 
Superbrand Status places Murphy amongst the UK’s Strongest Brands   

Leading multi-disciplined engineering and construction company J. Murphy & Sons Limited 

has joined the ranks of the UK’s strongest brands.  

Released earlier this month, the prestigious annual Superbrands Survey revealed the top 

brands for 2014 placing Murphy as one of the strongest business to business brands in the  

construction, consultancy, design, build and management category.   

Independently administered by The Centre for Brand Analysis, the Superbrands Survey  

examines thousands of brands which are judged by an independent Expert Council of senior marketers and more than 2,000 UK 

business professionals. In awarding Superbrand status, the voting panel considers a variety of factors ranging from company  

reputation through to the delivery of quality products and services, reliability, consistency and sector distinction from  

competitors. 

John Stack, Murphy CEO, commented: “We are delighted to be named a Superbrand. The recognition reflects our reputation 

and continued success, not only amongst clients and peers within the construction industry, but also the business community 

across the UK as a whole. The past few years have seen steady growth and development across the company, including an  

increase in overall turnover to over £900 million and expansion in our international footprint. For over 60 years, Murphy has 

played a key role in contributing to the national infrastructure heritage through our involvement in complex engineering  

challenges, including the national rail electrification programme, Crossrail’s Thames Tunnel project and the design and  

construction of an innovative Combined Heat and intelligent Power plant in Beckton, East London.”  

Murphy was also ranked highly in the Sunday Times’ annual Top Track 250 league table supplement attaining twelfth position, 

39 places up since 2012.  

Top Track 250, the sister publication of Top Track 100, ranks Britain’s leading mid-market private companies, and the  

company’s improved placement is as a result of its healthy 2012 performance and continued growth. 

 

ISTT AFFILIATED SOCIETY NEWS 
ISTT Announces the No-Dig Summit Programme for 2014 

Following the success of the resent No-Dig Summit Programme held in SE Asia, the chosen countries for the 2014 Programme 

are Vietnam and Korea – all in need of major underground infrastructure works.  

The ISTT No-Dig Summit Programme is a series of events presenting highly focused programmes, targeted at local audiences 

drawn from major utility and government organisations. The education seminars combine in depth presentations on techniques 

relevant to each country’s conditions and are presented by international experts, Dr Samuel Ariaratnam and Dr Dec Downey.  
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The No-Dig Summit has already taken place in Vietnam, in conjunction with No-Dig 

Vietnam, with the one in Korea planned for 10 and 11 June, in conjunction with No-Dig 

Korea. 

The format for both events will comprise technical and case study presentations along-

side exhibits from sponsoring organisations. All catering breaks are held in the exhibition area, affording maximum integration 

between delegates, sponsors and exhibitors. 

 

Trenchless Asia 2014 

TRENCHLESS ASIA 2014 is the seventh event in this series and for the second time, our trenchless  

pavilion will be held within Singapore International Water Week (SIWW) in Singapore.  

TRENCHLESS ASIA has a reputation for attracting top quality audiences to this highly focused  

Exhibition. The event was first held in Singapore in 1995 and has subsequently been held in Hong Kong and 

Shanghai. We returned to Singapore as organisers of ISTT’s International No-Dig Exhibition in 2010 and 

after a very successful event in 2012, the trenchless pavilion returns to Singapore in 2014. 

The TRENCHLESS PAVILION will once again be held within the sixth annual Singapore International Water Week (SIWW) 

which attracted some 19,000 visitors from 104 countries in 2012, bringing together global leaders from the public and private 

sectors. SIWW is an all embracing water industry event and its audience will doubtless have a keen interest in attending the 

TRENCHLESS PAVILION specialist area to expand their knowledge and view the latest technology and products available. 

At the inaugural TRENCHLESS event in 1995, Mohammed Alami Musa, Senior Engineer at the Ministry of Environment said 

that Singapore’s intention to plug into the latest developments in trenchless technology was part of its overall plan to be a model 

city serving as a regional centre for environmental engineering. He evidently had an acute vision of the future. 

At the 28th International No Dig Show held at Suntec Convention Centre, Singapore in November 2010, we heard from PUB 

Chief Executive Khoo Teng Chye just how far that vision had been realised. Therefore, it is no surprise that in 2014 the industry 

can look forward to return to Singapore with TRENCHLESS ASIA. 

The TRENCHLESS PAVILION expects to attract the cream of exhibitors, local and international contractors with the best of 

technologies adapted for local conditions, along with a substantial body of experienced municipal engineers, their consultants and 

contractors. We look forward to meeting all industry colleagues in Singapore where we will present a major showcase and forum 

for exchange of information and experience in the application of trenchless technologies for the public benefit. 

 

South African Society for Trenchless Technology 

NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA returns to the CSIR Convention Centre in Pretoria for the second international  

Conference and Exhibition between 29 and 30 July 2014. Hosted by the South African Society for Trenchless  

Technology (SASTT), the exhibition is a unique opportunity for suppliers to showcase products and services at the 

only event in the African continent to focus on trenchless technology.  Website: www.nodigsouthafrica.com 

 

Turkish Society for Infrastructure & Trenchless Technology 

The Turkish Society for Infrastructure & Trenchless Technology is organising 2 events.  These are: 

 No-Dig Turkey 2014 - Underground Infrastructure & Trenchless Technology Conference & 

Trade Fair will be held in Istanbul Expo Center on 28-31 August 2014.  Website: 

www.nodigturkey.com 

 No-Dig Istanbul - Turkish Society for Infrastructure Trenchless Technology, with the support of ISTT, is organising 

No-Dig Istanbul 2015 taking place on 28-30 Sept-15 at WOW Istanbul Convention Centre. Website: 

www.nodigistanbul.com  

 

Iberian Society for Trenchless Technology 

The ISTT's 32nd Annual International No-Dig Conference and Exhibition will be hosted by the Iberian Society for Trenchless 

Technology (IbSTT) and is to be held 13-15 October 2014 at the IFEMA Convention 

Centre in Madrid, Spain. 

The ISTT International No-Dig Conference and Exhibition is a major forum which 

brings together engineers from all over the world.  

The programme provides a mix of technical sessions, a lively and informative  

exhibition of the very latest technology and products and is a unique event where the 

industry comes together to network with like-minded people. 

The Iberian region has a 20 year history of utilising trenchless technology, mainly in 

directional drilling and pipeline rehabilitation. In the last decade there has been a  

substantial increase of new installation works in expanding conurbations. 

In addition, as the utility organisations and Government are examining the need to 

upgrade and maintain the existing infrastructure of water and wastewater, there are  

significant opportunities for the trenchless technology market to participate in the  

future investment. Website: www.nodigmadrid.com 
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TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGISTS MEET IN BELFAST  

T he NO-DIG ROAD SHOW moved across the water to Belfast 

on 8 April for the concluding event in the 2014 programme. 

Supported by Northern Ireland Water, the ROAD SHOW was  

attended by some 90 delegates from a wide section of the industry. 

Delegates were welcomed by Shauna Herron, UKSTT Council 

member and Director of Environmental Techniques, as well as Ian 

Ramsay, Chairman of UKSTT.   

The programme commenced with a presentation by Angela  

Halpenny and Gavin McCready of NIW who highlighted the  

increasing challenges presented by unnecessary pollution which is 

encountered by water companies nationwide and outlined the  

widespread public education programme which has been  

implemented to tackle the problem. 

Barry Nay of Atkins Global moved the focus to another level, 

with his presentation on how emerging technology will contribute 

to infrastructure investment in the future. With the aid of an iPad 

and a few engineers’ drawings, Barry was able to demonstrate the 

power of new software that can highlight sections of plans and 

drawings to show detailed 3D views of internal construction –  

technology that will doubtless save money and improve the speed 

of development in many engineering projects of the future. 

The following session featured presentations by Ronan O’Rourke, Senior Engineer at Dublin City 

Council Water Services Division who gave an overview of water conservation issues in Dublin. It 

was interesting to compare and contrast the Dublin City Council and NIW approaches. Following 

this, Bill Gowdy, Director of NIW’s Engineering Procurement gave a very clear insight into the 

Future Capital Delivery Programme in Northern Ireland. There is a lot of upcoming investment that 

NIW will be spending on the infrastructure and networks in the PC 15 period. 

An overview of the LUAS and Dublin Cross City project was given by Michelle Merne of the 

Railway Procurement Agency, presenting the development of the tram system and the programme 

of works that will involve the rehabilitation and diversion of many existing utilities using trenchless 

methods.   

The afternoon session featured presentations by Dec Downey of Trenchless Opportunities who 

gave delegates an insight into many new innovations that are already in operation and some in  

development stages for new construction and rehabilitation of water and wastewater pipes. Ian  

Vickridge, UKSTT’s vice-chairman presented an overview of developments in pipeline condition 

assessment, demonstrating how CCTV surveys are now enhanced with many new innovations  

including sonar and laser scanning. 

Neil Delaney of Nicholas O’Dwyer, consulting engineers for the Cork Lower Harbour Main 

Drainage Scheme, gave a presentation on this project which is in progress and has huge  

environmental benefits by transferring wastewater, currently discharged into the Harbour, to a new 

wastewater treatment plant site. Solutions to the many engineering challenges will include  

trenchless technologies to minimise the environmental impact. Completion of the works is  

anticipated for early 2017. 

An integral part of the NO-DIG ROAD SHOW is the exhibition of products and services  

presented by a range of suppliers whose representatives were on hand to discuss delegates’  

individual projects. Enhancing his attendance with products on display was Stephen Taylor of PMP 

who made a presentation on his innovative pipe repair system, while Frank Gowdy of U Mole gave 

an overview of trenchless technologies and how they are often used alongside more traditional 

methods. 

The 2014 NO-DIG ROAD SHOW was organised in 

conjunction with UKSTT by Westrade Group Ltd 

who organise trenchless technology events in the UK 

and overseas. The Road Show was the 11th in the 

series and the event in April was the sixth to be held 

in Belfast. Website: www.westrade.co.uk 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
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SUN SHINES ON NO-DIG LIVE OPEN DAY AT PETERBOROUGH 

N O-DIG LIVE moves to a new venue for 2014 and is to be 

held at Peterborough Arena, between 16 and 18  

September this year. 

In order to assist exhibitors with their planning for the show, 

an Open Day was held at Peterborough Arena on 15 April and 

attended by representatives of several companies who took 

advantage of the opportunity to view the facilities on offer. 

The Open Day started with a short presentation by Westrade 

Group’s Sales Director, Paul Harwood, who outlined the layout 

of the facilities which include a purpose built exhibition hall, 

outdoor demonstration areas, ample car parking and seminar 

facilities. 

Attendees were also updated on the seminar and educational events which are planned at NO-DIG 

LIVE. These will include the daily programme of early morning Breakfast Briefings which have 

become a popular feature and offer visitors the opportunity to participate in topical debates  

commencing at 8.30 a.m. and concluding prior to the opening of the exhibition at 10am. In addition, 

there are plans for UKSTT to launch a new training initiative which will be showcased at NO-DIG 

LIVE with some free to attend ‘taster’ sessions. 

A tour of the facilities followed, starting with the indoor exhibition area and then through to the 

immediately adjacent outdoor demonstration areas, where many were found to be lingering, chatting  

and enjoying the warm April sunshine while planning their exhibits. 

Returning to the seminar rooms, attendees took part in a question and answer session, followed by 

some light refreshments which gave exhibitors an additional opportunity to ask individual questions 

and to select their stand requirements based on the first hand experience of the venue. 

The Open Day was deemed to be a success by all and the stage is set for a successful NO-DIG 

LIVE in September. Exhibitors who have not yet booked are encouraged to reserve their space  

without delay as stands are selling fast.  Website: www.nodiglive.co.uk 

 

 

NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA 2014 - REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 

R egistration is now open for the second NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA 2014 Conference which is 

taking place in Pretoria, between 29 and 30 July this year and delegates are now invited to sign 

up through the event  websi te 

www.nodigsouthafrica.com  

NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA is the only 

event in the region to focus on trenchless 

technology and is an unrivalled forum for 

gathering information on the very latest  

techniques and for sharing experience of 

engineering projects which have been  

successfully completed using environmental-

ly friendly methods. 

Headlining the Conference programme is 

the Trenchless Masterclass, to be presented 

by Sam Ariaratnam and Dec Downey, both 

past chairmen of the International Society 

for Trenchless Technology (ISTT).  

The Masterclass series has recently been  

presented in several countries including  

India, Thailand, Manila and Vietnam. The 

first day of the NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA 

programme will focus on New Construction 

and day two will feature Rehabilitation 

methods. The presenters will provide  

detailed information on the various  

technologies and will also discuss selection 

methods and design. 

Complementing the Masterclass  
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presentations will be a number of case study 

presentations by clients and contractors who 

will highlight various projects using  

trenchless techniques.  

“I am delighted that SASTT is once again 

taking the initiative to present this important 

forum on trenchless technologies in  

Pretoria.” commented Sam Efrat, President 

of SASTT. “The industry is facing  

significant challenges to maintain and refur-

bish its underground infrastructure by using 

the most efficient and cost effective methods 

and trenchless techniques certainly have a 

major and important role to play in this  

process. We have a long road ahead to 

spread the awareness of the huge benefits 

achieved through these modern technologies 

and I would urge our country’s engineers to join us at NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA 2014 to enrich 

their education and knowledge at this event.” 

An integral element of NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA is the exhibition of products and services that 

will be on display. Southern African companies are joined by several suppliers from overseas who 

will combine to provide a comprehensive display of products available for trenchless works.  

Included in the line up of exhibitors are Platinum sponsor, Vermeer, which will display HDD  

equipment and ancillary projects. In addition, Bronze sponsors Reef Trenchless Technologies and 

Trenchless Technologies will show a range of their market leading products and services. 

The exhibition is already more than 50% sold and a full house is expected with many active  

enquiries for space from local and international companies. 

Registration is now open at the event website www.nodigsouthafrica.com  where special rates are 

on offer for members of the Southern African Society for Trenchless Technology (SASTT). 

 Southern African professionals attending the Conference will also be awarded CPD points.  

Visitors wishing to attend the exhibition only, may also register at the website. 

NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA 2014 is organised on behalf of SASTT and ISTT by UK-based 

Westrade Group Ltd who are specialists in organising international trenchless technology events. 
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2014 

June 2-4  

Trenchless Asia 2014 - Singapore 

Details from: www.trenchlessasia.com 
 

June 3-6  

International Trade Fair and Conference for Trenchless 

Technologies NO-DIG Moscow - Moscow, Russia  

Details from: www.nodig-moscow.ru 
 

June 3-6  

CityPipe 2014 - International Trade Fair ‘Piping Systems 

for Municipal Infrastructure: Construction, Diagnostics, 

Repair and Operation - Moscow, Russia  

Details from: www.citypipe.ru 
 

June 10-11  

ISTT SUMMIT/MASTERCLASS – Soeul, Korea. 

Details from: www.istt-summits.com 
 

July 29-30 

NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA Conference and Exhibition - 

Pretoria, South Africa. 

Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 

August 28-31 

No-Dig Turkey 2014 - Istanbul, Turkey. 

Details from: www.nodigturkey.com 
 

September 16-18 NOTE NEW VENUE 

No-Dig Live 2014 - Peterborough, UK  

Details from: www.nodiglive.co.uk 
 

October 13-15 

International No-Dig 2014 - Madrid, Spain. 

Details from: www.nodigmadrid.com 

 
2015 
March 24-27  

NO DIG BERLIN - Berlin, Germany.  

Details from: www.nodigberlin.com 
 

September 28-30 

No-Dig Istanbul 2015 - Istanbul, Turkey. 

Details from: www.nodigistanbul.com 

 

If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would 

like to add it to this listing please forward details to: 

ian@nodigmedia.co.uk  
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