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AQUALINER FILES PATENT FOR NON-DISRUPTIVE METHOD FOR 
REMAKING SERVICE CONNECTIONS 

A qualiner Limited, a company commercialising what is claimed to be a unique ‘next generation’ 
trenchless pipelining technology for the water and sewerage markets, recently announced that 

it is developing a method that enables side connections and laterals to be reconnected underground 
without having to dig the road up. The Company has filed a patent application covering the method 
of installation. 

The new Aqualiner method involves the melting of a thermoplastic side connection into the liner 
thereby avoiding any complicated mechanical joints or chemically bonded solutions. 

The significance of this breakthrough is that water pipes can be structurally rehabilitated and  
service laterals or side connections made underground from within the existing pipe. This eliminates 
the need to dig down to facilitate any side connections and will make the Aqualiner Rembrandt™ 
process a truly trenchless process. By utilising this new method the overall project cost will also be 
significantly reduced. It is estimated that the reinstatement of service laterals by excavation can  
increase a project cost by up to 50%. 

Commenting, Dec Downey, Chairman of the Company, stated: “One of the main obstacles and 
expenses to overcome when using trenchless rehabilitation technologies is reconnection and  
reinstatement. We believe that Aqualiner’s new lateral process provides a cheap and quick  
alternative to digging down to reconnect the external connections. We see this solution providing 
customers and contractors with a practical and cost effective method to meet the growing demand 
for drinking water pipe rehabilitation.” Website: www.aqualiner.co.uk 

 
MECHANISED TUNNELLING COMPLETED ON GOTTHARD NORTH 
SIDE 

H errenknecht’s tunnel boring machine ‘Gabi 2’ 
reached its target in the western tube of the 

Gotthard Base Tunnel in Amsteg, six months ahead 
of schedule.  

Breakthrough of the western tube of the Gotthard 
Base Tunnel between Erstfeld and Amsteg was 
achieved on Wednesday, September 16, 2009, 
shortly before 4 pm.  

The Herrenknecht tunnel boring machine ‘Gabi 
2’, (a Gripper TBM of 9.58 m diameter) excavated 
a stretch of 7.2 km in only 18 months and reached 
its target in Amsteg six months ahead of schedule, 
as did its sister machine ‘Gabi 1’ on June 16, 2009 
in the eastern tube. The axis at destination only 
deviated 4 mm horizontally and 8 mm vertically 
from the target at the breakthrough point.  

The average daily tunnelling performance 
through hard rock and mountain overburdens of up 
to 1,000 m was approximately 18 m. The best daily 
performance achieved by ‘Gabi 2’ was 56 m of 
excavated and secured tunnel. This is believed to 
be a world record for a tunnel boring machine of such dimensions. Excavation work in the world’s 
longest railway tunnel has now been completed on the northern side of the Gotthard Range.  

AlpTransit Gotthard AG is very satisfied with the performances achieved during the construction 
of the Gotthard Base Tunnel. This has been confirmed by Renzo Simoni, chairman of the  
company’s management team. Around 137 km or almost 91% of the Gotthard tunnel system, with 
an overall length of 151.8 km, have now been finished. The main breakthrough between Sedrun and 
Faido is due to take place at the end of 2010/beginning of 2011. The commercial operation of  
scheduled train services is planned to start at the end of 2017. Website: www.herrenknecht.com 
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TRELLEBORG EPROS COMPLETES RENAME  

F urther to the announcement 
recently of the renaming of the 

UK subsidiary of Trelleborg epros, 
the two-year integration process 
into the globally successful  
Swedish Trelleborg Group has now 
made its final step. 

The brand epros® has been a well 
established name in the pipe and 
sewer engineering sector since 
1992. The company, which was 
initially founded by Michael  
Mühlin under the name of epros  
Umweltschutztechnik GmbH,  
specialises in the development and 
marketing of state-of-the-art  
trenchless renovation systems for 
the repair of pipes in sewer  
systems, buildings and industrial 
plants. In 2007, the company 
merged with the globally successful 
Sweden-based Trelleborg Group 
and was renamed Trelleborg epros GmbH. This was a well-considered intermediate step to give the 
customers time to get accustomed to the new group name in connection with the epros® brand and to 
learn to know the Trelleborg Group better. The corporate name has now changed again as a visible 
sign for the final step of full integration. So Trelleborg epros GmbH was renamed Trelleborg Pipe 
Seals Duisburg GmbH on the first day of September. The English subsidiary, formerly Trelleborg 
epros Ltd., changed its name to Trelleborg Pipe Seals Gateshead Ltd.  

 
TRELLEBORG RELIES ON STRONG BRANDS 
High-performance solutions that seal, damp and protect in demanding industrial environments – 
these have been the benchmarks and challenges met by Trelleborg for more than 100 years. Whether 
in the Automotive or Transport industry, the Marine or Offshore sector, or in Aviation and Space 
Travel, Trelleborg views itself as one of the leading technology companies based on advanced  
polymer technology and in-depth applications know-how, offering its customers not only  
sophisticated engineering services but also a broad range of high-performance solutions. Continued 
growth has been made possible thanks to the accelerated purchase of numerous renowned and well 
established brands of innovative technology companies during the past few years. The range of 
brands is integrated under the strong corporate umbrella brand of the Trelleborg group. The uniting 
and linking of all these companies' strengths under the Trelleborg roof enables the group to increase 
its market shares today. “We can be justly proud of the fact that on the basis of its specific qualities 
our company was allowed to incorporate its strong brand name epros® into Trelleborg in 2007”, said 
Michael Mühlin. “epros® is a long-establish brand. Our ambition to enable our customers to always 
achieve best results and utmost quality by using our products and methods is in line with  
Trelleborg’s ambition, always to be the first choice for customers whenever they are faced with 
complex technical problems.”  

The products and solutions from former epros Umweltschutztechnik will thus remain present 
within the scope of the brand name epros®DrainSystems under the umbrella of Trelleborg  
Engineered Systems in the ‘Pipe Seals’ business. “Thanks to the synergies from the merger with 
Trelleborg, we can offer even faster service in the future that will facilitate the practical day-to-day 
business of our installers. We are currently working hard to optimise the equipment and develop 
even more user-friendly components”, revealed Andreas Bichler, Technical Manager, who has been 
aboard since 2007: “At the end of October, we will be able to present our customers with 6 product 
improvements and 7 product novelties for next year.”  

 
STRENGTHENED LEADERSHIP 
On the first of September, Dutch National Hendrik Willem Hagenberg was appointed second  
Managing Director. He previously held a managerial position with Bosch, joined Trelleborg one 
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year ago and has since been responsible for the entire ‘Pipe Seals’ business unit in the group. The 
graduate Business Economist will share the management of the commercial department as an  
additional Managing Director. He will be supported by Renate Linek, Controller and part of the  
Duisburg team since August 2007. She has now been granted Commercial Power of Attorney. 

Michael Mühlin, founder of epros GmbH and sole Managing Director since being taken over by 
the Trelleborg Group, is pleased to have some of the burden taken off his shoulders: “In future, I’ll 
be able to focus on strategic orientation and new business development.” he said. 

 
(ALMOST) NO CHANGES FOR CUSTOMERS 
“The name and management changes will have no direct impact on our customers”, said Regine 
Becker, Marketing & Communications Manager. “They just need to get accustomed to the new 
name. All contractual rights and obligations remain unchanged. The sales contacts they have been 
used to dealing with (both internal and field sales staff) and technical support will continue to be 
available on the usual telephone numbers. Also, in order to better our services, we would be happy 
to receive their ideas or suggestions and constructive criticism for improvement at any time. What 
we find very important is that our customers can at any time get in direct touch with us; because 
being now part of a big group does not mean that we want to lose touch with the field or with our 
customers – we are at their disposal whenever required!” Website: www.trelleborg.com/epros 
 
 
UK PRIVATE SEWERS FORUM 

T he transfer of the Private Sewers and 
Lateral drains in 2011 as announced by 

Hilary Benn the UK Secretary of State for the 
Environment in December 2008 will  
represent the greatest change within the UK 
Water Industry, certainly since privatisation 
in 1989 and possibly since the 1875 Public 
Health Act and the first government steps to 
bring sewers and drains into public control.  

Defra estimates that 200,000 km of  
previously private pipe network will transfer 
to the English & Welsh water companies 
thereby removing the burden of repair and maintenance from a general public largely unaware of 
drainage issues. But, many key questions remain unanswered regarding the transfer; such as when 
will it occur, what will transfer, who will inform the public and who will carry out the work  
following transfer.  

SBWWI on behalf of it membership has tackled this uncertainty by establishing a forum to  
provide a link for the supply chain in all its forms through to government and the Water Companies 
to discuss all aspects of the Private Sewers Transfer question. The Private Sewers Forum has been 
formed to give a wide range of industry viewpoints and thus is able to provide an influential voice in 
discussions with government and the Water Utilities. 

The frequent complaint of the smaller contractors is that their voice is unheard and therefore their 
concerns and fears are ignored, again the Private Sewers forum provides this sector a voice at key 
levels of the debate with government and the Water Companies. 

The Water Companies are facing large increases to their sewerage network size of between 70% 
and 100% following the transfer, of which most is of unknown location and condition. The  
companies are therefore faced with difficult decisions regarding how the expanded sewerage  
network will be managed and how the associated increased volume of work can be undertaken 
whilst maintaining existing levels of customer service and satisfaction during this period of great 
change.  

The domestic drainage contractors of all sizes are currently facing a period of great uncertainty 
due to a potential overnight loss of 50% of their business. Investment in personnel, training and new 
machinery is currently stifled by the many unknowns caused by the proposed transfer. The Private 
Sewers forum aims to provide a bridge between the Water Utility Companies and the supply chain, 
by enabling discussions to be held to provide a greater understanding of the Water Company’s  
procurement needs and practices and so to secure the smoothest transition for all parties. Private 
Sewers Forum Representatives include: SBWWI, Water UK, NSA, PIG, UKSTT, CCWater, 
EUSkills, Home Builders Federation and the UK Drainage Forum. Website: www.sbwwi.co.uk 
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NEW MD FOR RELINEEUROPE 

R ELINEUROPE recently announced that from 1 January 2010 Christian Noll is to become a 
member of its board.  

The former Brandenburg managing director, Christian Noll knows the international pipe  
renovation market well with over 15 years experience. This experience will be vital for  
RELINEEUROPE AG which is looking to invest in the structure of the entrepreneurial group and to 
further its international position.  

“As well as the company’s new UV light cure system, both the Schlauchliningverfahren and  
Alphaliner systems are further innovative No-dig technologies that the company has to offer, as well 
as all necessary supplementary equipment. Christian Noll’s extensive experience with trenchless 
technologies for pipe renovation will, I am convinced help with the implementation of further  
technologies across our enterprise and together with the other managing directors will allow us to 
meet our growth targets,” said Bernd Flossmann. 
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MCLAUGHLIN INTRODUCES INNOVATIVE PIPELINE  
BORING MACHINE AND AUGER BORER 

M cLaughlin Group Inc. has introduced 
the CBM 48 cradle earth boring 

machine designed to help speed the  
installation of steel casing used in the 
cross-country pipeline industry. 

“Cradle boring machines were widely 
used during the pipeline boom of the 1960s 
and 70s as a means to install longer  
sections of pipeline casing in a more time-
efficient manner,” said Dave Gasmovic, 
president of McLaughlin. “With the recent 
increased demand for pipeline expansion, 
McLaughlin re-engineered this proven  
machine design to include state-of-the-art 
safety and control features.” 

The McLaughlin® CBM 48 is capable of 
installing steel casings ranging from 250 to 
1,220 mm (10 to 48 in) diameter and casing 
sections lengths up to 36.6 m (120 ft) can be installed in one pass. The ability to install longer  
sections of steel casing is what sets the cable boring machine concept apart from traditional  
pit-launched auger boring. 

The cradle boring method helps save pipeline contractors time, because it is not necessary to set 
up the project as a construction pit, which is often necessary with pit-launched auger boring. Instead 
a trench the length of the casing is excavated and the cradle boring machine along with the casing 
are suspended in the trench using pipe-laying or side-boom equipment. This reduction in setup time 
can help pipeline contractors complete more bores per day.  

Powered by a 121 kW (162 hp) air-cooled, turbocharged Duetz diesel engine, the CBM 48  
produces 230,000 Nm (170,000 ftlb) of auger torque. The transmission offers five forward and one 
reverse speeds and a patented operator presence control hydraulic clutch ensures quick drive line 
shutdown in an emergency. 

A powerful 29.48 tonne (32.5 ton) hydraulic winch pulls the machine forward in the trench and 
offers an innovative adjustable winch pulling speed feature. The operator can set the winch pulling 
speed with the touch of a dial and adjust to a variety of infinite speeds. This eliminates the need to 
feather the speed of the winch throughout the bore, helping to enhance productivity and reduce  
operator fatigue. 

Three hydraulic chain vises hold the steel casing firmly in place to the cradle boring machine. 
Chains running over the casing attach to one of the hydraulic cylinders, which tighten the casing to 
the unit. The system monitors the cylinder pressure to ensure even pressure is maintained  
throughout the bore. 

A centrally-mounted, fully-adjustable seat provides the operator with a clear view of the boring 
process and easy access to the control console, which offers joystick and switch functionality. 

Further to this, McLaughlin Group Inc. has introduced an innovative and industry-exclusive  
steering head for its line of auger boring equipment. The ON Target auger boring system’s steering 

head allows the contractor to not only control 
horizontal directional changes, but also  
allows for lateral changes. “Until now auger 
boring contractors were limited to a steering 
head that offered only horizontal or grade (up 
and down) direction changes during the 
bore,” said Dave Gasmovic. “The ON Target 
system allows contractors to also control the 
direction of the bore in a lateral (left to right) 
movement, providing more accuracy for  
difficult on-grade bores.”  

PIPE JACKING, MICROTUNNELLING,  
TUNNELLING & AUGER BORING 

For General Information on Pipe Jacking, Microtunnelling & Auger Boring click here 
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The cutting path, grade and lateral movement, of the steering head is controlled by hydraulic  
actuated panels that open and close to keep the head on the intended path. A control station features 
a hydraulic power pack to control the movement of the steering head, and a built-in water level 
helps monitor grade throughout the bore. Two halogen lights in the control station indicate lateral 
(left and right) steering head movements. 

“This is a significant upgrade from the traditional manual knuckle that has been used by the  
industry,” said Gasmovic “This knuckle, when exposed to hard soil conditions could inadvertently 
push the casing downward and out of the desired path. By using a hydraulic control system, we have 
removed that unknown factor from the bore.” 

As the need for oil, gas, water and sewer line installation grows, more contractors are taking a 
closer look at auger boring, discovering that it is a cost-efficient way to install steel casings between 
305 and 1,780 mm (12 and 70 in) diameter.  

“Based on this trend, the control features of the ON Target system will help auger boring  
contractors complete more accurate bores in a more efficient manner,” said Gasmovic. Website: 
www.mightymole.com 
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SHOREHAM HARBOUR HDD INSTALLATION 

A s part of a planned expansion 
programme and increased 

need for steel in the UK, Parker 
Stee l  of  Canterbury has  
established a new steel yard at the 
busy Shoreham Harbour in  
Sussex. To ensure a smooth  
transition from off loading of the 
cargo ships to despatch out of the 
gates, Parker has invested in three 
new 100 m long and 37 m wide 
overhead gantry cranes as well as 
a new shot blasting unit. 

However due to the fairly  
remote location of the site on the 
spur of the harbour, there was 
limited and unsubstantial access to 
electrical power available on the 
new site, despite being next door 
to a power station! One solution offered by the local electricity company was to open cut and lay a 
new cable along the access road, over a route of some 3.5 km. 

On the recommendation of Tony Parker, Shoreham Port Engineer, A E Yates TS Ltd was  
contacted and invited to offer a directional drilling solution, having already successfully completed 
last year a similar project for Southern Water under the harbour entrance. Instead of the 3.5 km open 
cut installation, the length of the route for the planned directionally drilled bore was approximately 
230 m and situated directly under the canal basin. The planned bore was to a depth of 18 m to avoid 
any chance of contact with existing sheet piles. At the harbour edge, the canal basin was only 8 m 
deep over a distance of 20 m. Then the canal bed gradually slopes up to the exit side on the North 
bank. Although the client wanted a single duct, A E Yates T S proposed installing a second pipe as a 
spare, which in the future could be used to allow mains gas to be available to the south side of the 
harbour. 

After successfully tendering for the project, AE Yates TS mobilised its Powerbore 70 t drilling rig 
to site. The two bores would install separate PE pipes of 180 mm and 125 mm diameter  
respectively. Whilst the length and product pipes to be installed were well within the capabilities of 
the Powerbore, the site investigation had identified ground conditions comprising stiff clays/chalk 
and gravel beds, so the rig was equipped with 5 in (130 mm) diameter drill rods. This would allow a 
bent sub jetting assembly with a 6½ in tri cone bit to be used to complete the bore. Pre-start  
calculations determined that the rods would have sufficient bend radius to undertake the crossing, 
whilst having the additional rigidity to punch through any harder formations that may be  
encountered. If required the rig can be fitted with 3½ in diameter drill rods as used on the  
company’s smaller drilling rigs. 

Due to the depth of the sheet piles, this being some 12 m and given the width of the canal basin at 
approximately 130 m, it was necessary to use a  wire-line guidance system to navigate the exact 
route under the basin. Brighton based Inrock was awarded the contract to steer the two bores. 

After three days of set up and pre-bore survey, drilling commenced using the Para-Tracker  
guidance system. Of course being in a 
steel yard with massive overhead gantry 
cranes adjacent to the site caused some 
magnetic interference. This however 
was reduced by removing some steel 
piles and providing a clearer path on the 
surface. In addition to this the timing of 
the project had to coincide with the off 
loading and sailing of a large ship  
delivering more steel to the harbour. 
The first pilot bore took 2½ days to 

HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 
For General Information on Horizontal Directional Drilling click here 
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An overview of the Shoreham Harbour HDD project site. 
Note the nearby steel and gantry the influence of which the  
guidance system had to overcome. 

AE Yates TS Powerbore 70 t  
directional drilling rig 
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complete hitting the restricted exit site on target. A 125 mm MDPE pipe, which was to be used for 
the gas pipeline, was strung out along the access track, butt welded and pulled back all in one shift. 
The drilling rig was then re-aligned as the two pipes being installed had to have a minimum of 750 
mm separation between them. To assist in accuracy of drilling, a 6 mm grid wire was pulled through 
the already installed duct to ensure the guidance engineer could run parallel to the first bore, whilst 
allowing space to exit. The second larger diameter pipe at 180 mm diameter was again strung out, 
welded and pulled back in one shift. 

The cost saving to Parker Steel of the project by using horizontal directional drilling was very  
substantial, working out at less than 10% of the electricity companies open cut scheme, to the  
client’s absolute delight. Website: www.aeyates.co.uk 

 
 

OPTIONS UTILITY SERVICES COMPLETES RIVER CHERWELL 
CROSSING  

A s part of Scottish & Southern’s 
ongoing commitment to upgrade 

its existing distribution network, a 
section of overhead power line at 
Bletchingdon, Oxfordshire, was  
identified as needing replacement. 
This overhead cable passed over an 
area of leisure and recreation across 
the River Cherwell which was some 
30 m in width. For safety reasons the 
client decided that this cable should 
be taken down and installed 6 m  
beneath the river bed. It was decided 
to util ise a newly acquired  
T r a c to -T e ch n ik - man u fa c tu r e d 
GRUNDODRILL 20S to do the job. 
The 95 m long pilot bore was com-
pleted without problem and the  
trackable bore head arrived exactly on 
target in the prepared exit trench very near to a building and electricity pole which can be seen the 
accompanying picture in the far distance. The pilot bore head was easily removed using the Quick 
Connect removal adapter . This was replaced with the highly productive Grundoream 300 mm  
diameter back reamer. 

The GRUNDODRILL effectively reamed a clean hole and the new 180 mm diameter PE cable 
duct was successfully installed in just one pass. 

Options Management and staff were delighted with the power and performance of their new 
trenchless technology equipment acquisition and many more cable laying projects are currently  
being planned using this cost effective and environmentally-friendly HDD technology. Website: 
www.tt-uk.com 

HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 
For General Information on Horizontal Directional Drilling click here 
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The GRUNDODRILL 20S Horizontal Directional  
Drilling Rig on the River Cherwell Crossing. Inset the 
300 mm diameter reaming head used on the project. 
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LARGE-SCALE PIPE BURSTING IN CAMPINAS, BRAZIL 

C ampinas, also known as the Brazilian Silicon 
Valley, is one of the largest cities in Brazil 

with more than 1 million inhabitants in its  
metropolitan area. In some districts the city’s  
water authority Sanasa was facing ongoing  
drinking water loss caused by leaks in the 30 year 
old pipeline network. For economic, ecologic and 
time reasons, it was decided to completely renew 
the damaged drinking water pipelines instead of 
repeatedly repairing them.  

For this reason Sanasa purchased a Grundoburst 
400 G3, manufactured by Tracto-Technik GmbH 
& Co. KG, of Germany, and is the first water  
authority in Brazil to do so. 

The actual replacement works are carried out by 
SANASA. The work started in the district of 
Sousas with about 2.4 km of defective drinking 
water pipes be replaced using these trenchless 
means. On 16 June 2009, the Grundoburst 400 
G3, equipped with 35 mm diameter Quick Lock 
bursting rods, started to replace the old 50 mm i.d. 
asbestos cement pipes with 63 mm o.d. PE pipes 
in the calm, residential area of ‘Colinas do  
Ermitage’. The total replacement length of 400 m 
was burst in sections of between 50 m and 100 m 
due to several sewer, gas and telecommunication pipes and cables along the bursting path and a 
large drain pipe running parallel to the old drinking water pipeline.  

 
 

ONLINE PIPE REPLACEMENT 
For General Information on Bursting, Reaming, Cracking, Eating and Pulling click here 
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The Grundoburst 400 G3 set up on the 
Campinas project in Brazil. 

http://www.nodigmedia.co.uk/NMSTWW~1/Pipe_Bursting.html�
http://www.insituform.co.uk�
http://www.insituform.co.uk�
http://www.insituform.co.uk�
http://www.insituform.co.uk�
http://www.tracto-technik.com�
http://www.perforator.net�
http://www.herrenknecht.com�
http://www.onsite.co.uk/�
http://www.perco.co.uk/�


As the exact position of this existing underground service pipe line was not known, this was the 
perfect task for applying the static pipe bursting technique. Despite many repair clamps used for 
fixing the old asbestos cement drinking water pipeline, the complete replacement project in Sousas 
was completed within 20 days including disassembly of the construction and intermediate pits and 
re-establishing of the water supply, which had to be placed on by-pass during the bursting process. 

SANASA has plans to extend its pipe rehabilitation programme using the pipe bursting technique 
to further districts of Campinas. In the near future some 1,600 m of the old asbestos cement pipeline 
will be replaced with new 63 mm o.d. PE pipes and 400 m will be replaced with new ND 90 mm PE 
pipe. Website: www.tracto-technik.com 

ONLINE PIPE REPLACEMENT 
For General Information on Bursting, Reaming, Cracking, Eating and Pulling click here 
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MCLAUGHLIN LAUNCHES XTREME LINE OF  
VACUUM EXCAVATORS 

M cLaughlin Group Inc. a leading 
manufacturer  of  vacuum  

excavation equipment has introduced 
the Xtreme range of combination air/
water vacuum excavators which allows 
contractors the advantage of both  
systems in one self-contained unit.  

McLaughlin first introduced the  
combination air/water technology to the 
underground industry in 2007;  
combining both high-pressure water and 
compressed air into one simple unit, 
providing contractors with a choice for 
varying soil conditions. 

The Xtreme range takes the  
combination air/water technology to the 
next level,” said Dave Gasmovic, presi-
dent of McLaughlin. The unit features a 
33.9 m3/min (1,200 cfm) positive displacement blower, claimed to be the largest in its class, that 
provides power in difficult ground conditions.  

Powered by a 73.8 kW (99 hr) Kubota diesel engine with a 21.2 l/min (5.6 gpm) water system, the 
Xtreme line produces up to 381 mm (15 in) of mercury and 206.8 bar (3,000 psi) of water pressure 
for productive, efficient and safe soil removal.  

Customers can custom build a unit to meet its exact needs. This includes a choice from among 
1,893, 3,028 or 4,542 l (500, 800 or 1,200 gal) spoil tanks and the unit can be set up in either a 
trailer or skid-mounted configuration. The Xtreme range comes standard with two 473 l (125 gal) 
saddle water tanks. However, customers can customise the size of the tanks to meet their own  
demands. 

McLaughlin also uses an industry-exclusive, three-stage filtration system that allows for both wet 
and dry vacuum excavation. First, material enters the tank at 130 mph and the large soil particles 
lose velocity and fall out of the filtration system. Next, the air moves to a pre-filter cyclone where 
the remaining small particles drop into a collection tank. Finally, the pre-filtered air enters a  
washable micron-poly filter that traps the remaining fine particles. 

“We designed the Xtreme range to offer big vacuum truck performance, but packaged it in a  
compact size that delivers a better cost per hole,” said Gasmovic. 

Contractors also customise the Xtreme range with the addition of a hot box, arrow board,  
hydraulic boom and sewer jetter system. The McLaughlin range of vacuum excavators is available 
though the worldwide Vermeer dealer network. Website: www.mightymole.com 

 
 

NEW TRAILER DESIGN MEETS FUTURE COILED  
PIPE REQUIREMENTS  

U  Mole (a division of Vp plc, operating within 
Groundforce) recently introduced its latest 

range of high specification Pipe to Site Chute 
Roller coiled pipe transportation and dispensing 
trailers. Known as the ‘V’ Series these new Chute 
Roller trailers are specifically designed to meet 
the latest requirements of the GIS (Gas Industry 
Standards) and are suitable for use in both the gas 
and water sectors.  

The trailers offer a high quality manufacture 
featuring the heaviest build quality available on 
the market today.  

The unique design eliminates the need for  
central drum mechanisms and all of the associated 
slide-in bars/spring bolts etc normally associated 
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The three models of the new U Mole V  
Series coil pipe trailers. 
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with pipe coil trailers. As such, this makes 
the units simple and safer for the loading 
and dispensing of coiled pipe in the field. 

Available in three models of 90 mm, 125 
mm and 180 mm, the V’ Series trailers all 
meet the requirements of the water and gas 
industries, especially with regard to GIS 
requirements for pipe end restraints, nose 
weight, centre of gravity and the ability to 
load and dispense the trailer from ground 
level with no requirement to climb onto the 
superstructure. 

Other latest developments within the range 
include a sectional design, enabling flat 
packing for export, the option of a  
galvanised finish for greatly extended plant 
life, and the introduction of LED lights for 
dual 12/24 voltage. 

With the three models available, each Pipe 
to Site ‘V’ Series coil trailer is suitable for use with a wide range of coil sizes and manufacture  
including the new sizes currently being introduced to the market.  

Commenting on the new ‘V’ Series range Frank Gowdy, Sales Director for U Mole said: “Across 
utility industries there is an increasing awareness with regard to coiled pipe trailers, especially in 
respect of the safety requirements and the ergonomics of their operation. The new ‘V’ Series coil 
trailer range is specially designed to meet the most stringent of current regulations and requirements. 
In particular, the new trailers meet or exceed the new UK Gas Industry Standard (GIS) which is now 
applicable to all UK gas companies. These requirements are currently some of the most demanding 
in the world. As standards improve and change it is U Mole’s aim to keep up with these  
improvements, if not to be ahead of them, across our complete equipment range.” 

 
EQUIPMENT RANGE 
U Mole is the approved UK distributor for Earth Tool equipment and offers the company’s full 
range of products for trenchless installation and pipeline replacement for either sale or hire. These 
include: Active and standard head HAMMERHEAD™ impact moles (earth piercing tools),  
HAMMERHEAD™ ramming hammers, other HYDROBURST™ rod-based, hydraulic pipe bursting 
systems and the PORTABURST™ cable-based, hydraulic pipe burster range. 

The company is also the representative for The Robbins Company in respect of the Robbins SBU 
(Small Boring Unit) product line, including provision of all spares and consumables within the SBU 
range. The territory across which U Mole acts in this capacity includes: France, Belgium, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, UK and Eire. 

U Mole also supplies a full and extensive range of trenchless and limited dig equipment including: 
MTS/Vac-Tron vacuum excavation systems, coring equipment for keyhole technology for use in the 
small footprint excavation of utilities and services with minimum disruption to the local area and 
minimum damage to the buried service. Also available are Pipe to Site coiled pipe trailers, Acuster 
plastic pipe fusion systems, Rotair compressors, Reed Tools and a complete range of accessories 
such as pipe Cobra flexible rodding, towing heads, cable socks, pipe pigs, swivels, breakaway  
connectors. Website: www.umole.co.uk 
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SBWWI LEAKAGE & METERING SEMINAR 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

S BWWI is pleased to announce that its popular 
Leakage and Metering seminars will once again 

take place at Scarman House, Warwick University 
on 30 November and 1 December 2009 under the 
title “Back To The Future”. 

Early analysis of the latest periodic review (PR09) 
indicates that there will be even more pressure on 
the water industry to cut leakage and to manage the 
resources even more effectively than ever before. 
The recently published Water Resources Strategy 
from the Environment Agency makes some specific 
recommendations relating to leakage management and metering and the recent interim report from 
the Walker Review into charging and metering makes a number of proposals on how to value and 
charge for water. 

As the industry moves toward ‘universal’ metering and automated meter reading, the Intelligent 
Metering Initiative team will be reporting on progress made on the ‘road map’ for intelligent  
metering, the seminars will also be looking in detail at proposals to ‘design out’ potential leaks from 
the water system and at new ways to find and repair existing water company assets. 

The programme is currently being printed and a hard copy will be circulated shortly. Martyn  
Hopkinson, Future Environmental Services, and SBWWI Chairman, will chair the Leakage event 
and Dr Mike Farrimond, UKWIR, will chair the metering event on Day 2, with presentations 
throughout the event being provided by Regulators, Water Companies and SBWWI members. 
SBWWI is also pleased to announce that Tony Ballance, Director of Regulation and Competition, 
Severn Trent Water will be providing a Keynote address on Competition to close the Leakage  
Seminar and to provoke some lively discussion over dinner, leading into the Metering Seminar. 

The format of the 2009 event will be an extension of last year’s successful format, integrating the 
Leakage Seminar with the Metering Seminar. Delegates will be invited to stop over at Scarman 
House, enjoy an excellent meal and grasp the opportunity to network with Water Company and  
supplier personnel in a relaxed atmosphere. Further networking opportunities will be available  
during the registration and refreshment breaks, when delegates will also be able to visit the exhibi-
tion area. Website: www.sbwwi.co.uk 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL NO-DIG BERLIN 2011  

T he 29th INTERNATIONAL NO-DIG 2011 Conference &  
Exhibition, held in conjunction with WASSER BERLIN  

INTRERNATIONAL will take place in Berlin, Germany, at the Berlin 
Fairgrounds between 2 and 5 May, 2011. 

The German Society for Trenchless Technology (GSTT) is pleased 
to announce that WASSER BERLIN INTERNATIONAL 2011 has 
chosen Russian Federation as official partner country 2011.  

Exhibitors who want to take part in the International NO DIG Berlin 
2011 have the opportunity to register online – “Early Bird”.  

The comprehensive range of sponsorship and branding opportunities 
on an offer at NO DIG Berlin 2011 in conjunction with WASSER BERLIN INTERNATIONAL 
provide companies with the chance to maximise its presence. Website: www.wasser-berlin.de/
englisch/Exhibitor_Info/Application/index.html 
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2009 
November 9-11 
Trenchless Technology In The ME Forum. - Abu Dhabi. 
Details from: www.fleminggulf.com 
 

November 10 
No-Dig Road Show - Bristol, UK 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk  
 

November 18-19  
Trenchless Technologies In Asia Pacific 2009 - Hong Kong 
Details from: www.chkstt.org 
 

November30 - December 1 
SBWWI Leakage & Metering Seminar 10th Anniversary 
- Warwick University, UK 
Details from: www.sbwwi.co.uk 
 

December 1 
No-Dig Road Show - Wakefield, UK 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk  
 
 
2010 
January 27-28 
Global Water Leakage Summit 2010 - London, UK 
Details from: www.global-leakage-summit-2010.com 
 

February 9-12 
Microtunneling Short Course - Colorado, USA 
Details from: www.microtunneling.com 
 

March 15-16 
TRENCHLESS ABU DHABI 2010 - Abu Dhabi 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 

March 30 
No-Dig Road Show - Belfast, UK 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk  
 

April 1 
No-Dig Road Show - Dublin, Ireland 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk   
 

April 19-25 
BAUMA 2010 - Munich,Germany 
Details from: www.bauma.de 
 

April 23 
UKSTT Awards Ceremony - Birmingham, UK 
Details from: www.ukstt.org.uk 
 

April 27-29 
No-Dig Poland 2010 - Kielce, Poland 
Details from: www.nodigpoland.tu.kielce.pl 
 

May 2-7 
NASTT No-Dig Show - Chicago, USA 
Details from: www.nodigshow.com  
 

June 1-4  
International Trade Fair and Conference for Trenchless  
Technologies - Moscow, Russia  
Details from: www.nodig-moscow.ru 
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July 21-22 
IV Brazilian Congress for Trenchless Technology 2010 - 
No Dig Latin American - São Paulo, Brazil 
Details from: www.abratt.org.br/nodig2010 
 

October 5-7 
No-Dig Live 2010 - Coventry, UK 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 

November 8-10 
International No-Dig 2010 - Singapore 
Details from: www.nodigsingapore.com 
 

November 23-26 
Bauma China 2010 - Shanghai, China 
Details from: www.bauma-china.com 
 
 
2011 
May 2-5  
International No-Dig 2011 - Berlin, Germany 
Details from: www.istt.com or www.wasser-berlin.de/
englisch/Exhibitor_Info/Application/index.html 
 
 
2012 
May 14-16 
International No Dig Show 2012 - São Paulo, Brazil 
Details from: www.nodigshow2012.com (available soon) 
 

 
 
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled for 2009 or 
2010 and would like to add it to this listing please forward 
details to: ian@nodigmedia.co.uk  
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