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FORGOTTEN PIPE DIVERTS THE DIGGERS IN MILLOM 

A  Cumbrian wildlife haven has been 
spared from diggers thanks to a buried 

piece of its industrial past. 
Engineers have ditched plans to dig a 1.2 

km trench along the edge of Millom’s Old 
Ironworks Nature Reserve because they 
have found an abandoned pipe which will 
help them do their job more easily. 

Instead of laying their new sewer in 
freshly dug ground, workers for United 
Utilities will simply slide the new pipe  
inside the existing old one. 

“As well as saving us time and money on 
this £16 million scheme, it will also be better 
and much less disruptive for residents and, 
of course, the wildlife. Millom’s old  
ironworks is home to one of only 50  
colonies of rare natterjack toads in mainland 
Britain.” said project manager Roger  
Woodcock. The new pipe will be an essential part of a project to clean up the Duddon Estuary. The 
scheme also includes installing one of England’s first large-scale ultraviolet treatment plants for 
waste water. 

United Utilities originally planned to lay its new pipe from King Street along Devonshire Road to 
Millom Wastewater Treatment Works, an almost identical route to that of the abandoned pipe.  
Engineers will still need to do some digging but now about 900 m of the new sewer will sit neatly 
inside the old pipe. It will also take about a quarter of the time. 

“We are not afraid to change our plans if it is a better result for our customers or the environment 
and in this case it is both.” said Roger. “We suspected there was an old pipeline there which had not 
been used for many years, but we had no way of knowing it would be in a good enough condition to 
act as a conduit in this way. It was not until we got access to the site that we were able to do a full 
camera survey.” 

Work on the clean-up project started at the beginning of August and is expected to take until  
October 2013. 
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EGEPLAST NEW ADVISORY BOARD 

T he 104 year-old family enterprise  
egeplast is positioning itself for the 

future. Shareholders thanked Dr Jutta  
Seibold-Dietl and Ms Edith Strumann, who 
retired from the advisory board on 26  
October 2012, for their 13 years of  
successful work on the advisory board.  
Hartmut Ostrowski was elected chairman 
of the advisory board. From 2008 to the 
end of 2011 Mr Ostrowski was the  
Managing Director at Bertelsmann AG in 
Gütersloh. By virtue of its expertise and 
cross-industry outlook, the egeplast  
advisory board supports shareholders and 
executive management in respect of the 
strategic alignment of the company.  

The business, egeplast Werner Strumann 
GmbH & Co. KG, will in future operate under the company egeplast International GmbH. The  
restructuring under company law was completed by shareholders Dr Ansgar Strumann and Lillmor 
Strumann at the end of August 2012 and has now also been registered in the Commercial Register.  
Under the new company name egeplast continues to be a family company that can depend fully and 
completely on entrepreneurial support from the Strumann shareholder family.  

Over the past 14 months, egeplast has invested in the Greven site with a new corporate head  
office, an innovation centre and further production facilities. At the heart of the new company  
headquarters is the egeBistro, a central meeting point for employees, customers, suppliers and  
business partners. egeplast is an innovative manufacturer of plastic pipe systems with headquarters 
in Greven, Westphalia, Germany. Customers in more than 30 countries trust the consultancy  
solutions and quality products from egeplast for transporting water, gases and data. Customers of the 
owner-managed company include some of the biggest and most discerning utility companies and 
network operators in the world. Some 230 employees work at the Greven production site today. 
Turnover in 2011 was around €107 million. Website: www.egeplast.de 

 
 

UK SETS NEW TRAINING STANDARDS FOR EUROPE  

T he Construction Skills Training 
Academy was launched on the 5  

September 2012 with a grand opening 
which was attended by a large cross-
section of influential delegates from 
across the construction industry.  

The day began with a series of  
presentations delivered by individuals 
related to the Construction Skills Training 
Academy along with supporters,  
interested parties and potential clients. 
The main topic of the presentations  
centred on the development of the training 
centre and the individuals who we are 
aiming to provide training to.  

One of the pertinent points raised by a 
number of the individuals in attendance 
related to the need for the ‘right’ training to be delivered to the ‘right’ individual. The ‘right’  
training in the opinion of the Construction Skills Training Academy can be defined on more than 
one level including:  

• The CSTA will always aim to consult with companies about their employees training 
needs and tailor individual courses to suit resulting in delegates receiving the ‘right’ 
training.  

• If a company identifies a training need for employees then sources a trainer to fulfil 
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The new egeplasr advisory board (from the left): 
Michael von Bartenwerffer, Hartmut Ostrowski 
(Chairman), Joachim Dallwig. 

Presentations at the opening of the new  
Construction Skills Training Academy. 
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that need, the company may then form an 
opinion that the ‘right’ training has been 
given, but in reality and especially if there 
is limited feedback the company could be 
in danger of completing ‘tick box’ training 
or seen to be done rather than done to be 
seen.  

Particularly in the field of buried ser-
vices there are a number of training provid-
ers who will provide training in the use of  
utility location equipment. Because of the 
previous lack of standardisation or  
qualifications within this industry there is 
no governance of the type of training given. 
This type of training can be divided up into 
a number of categories including:  

• Product training, which will include the use and operation of a specific item of  
equipment but not necessarily enough practical training to enable an individual to  
confidently carry out a search for a utility service.  

• Utility location and avoidance training, which will include the use of non-specific or 
the clients preferred location equipment and should increase understanding and  
confidence when locating underground assets followed by marking them on the 
ground. Current guidance, any legislation, theory and practical training will also be 
part of this course.  

• Utility location and mapping training, which will include all the aspects of utility  
location and avoidance plus the recording of the located service information.  

The opening of the Construction Skills Training Academy will considerably improve individual 
employment opportunities throughout the UK and EU, as well as cementing better standards and 
improving quality. The Construction Skills Training Academy (CSTA) consists of two dedicated 
training centres, Mapping the Underworld Centre of Excellence (MTUCE) & Construction Skills 
Centre of Excellence (CSCE).  

MTUCE is the only European NVQ 
Training Provider for utility mapping. 
The centre is accredited by CITB and 
qualifications create new categories on 
the CSCS card.  

CSCE provide training and Assessment 
for most categories of plant, safety  
management, confined Space and in  
conjunction with VP plc CSCE is the 
only NVQ training provider for  
excavation trench support training in the 
UK.  

The academy will deliver structured 
training to those already employed in the 
industry as well as young people and 
new entrants looking to establish a career 
in construction  

CSTA will deliver NVQ Qualifications 
new to both the UK and Europe for  
Utility Mapping, Vacuum Excavation 
and Excavation Shoring.  

On successful completion of the 
courses CSTA will issue the operative 
with the new construction skills smart 
card.  

Further qualifications gained from  
different recognised providers can also 
be uploaded onto the one card. Website: 
www.construction-skills-academy.co.uk  
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TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGY IN THE SPOTLIGHT  
AT NO-DIG LIVE 2012 

T he trenchless technology industry put on yet  
another magnificent show at this year’s NO-DIG 

LIVE 2012, held at Stoneleigh Park, between 2 and 4 
October, the 11th in the biennial series. 

More than 100 companies were represented, the  
outdoor demonstration area was the biggest in the 
show’s history and the attendance numbers were 
greater than the last show held in 2010 – proving that 
there is nothing to beat a specialised showcase where 
visitors know that they will be treated to a  
concentrated display of products relating to trenchless 
technology. 

Following the successful format of previous years, there was an early start for visitors wanting to 
maximise their time at the show by attending one of the daily seminar programmes.  

Day 1 was hosted by the UKSTT and featured presentations on records and plant location. Les 
Guest, Chief Executive of NJUG, kicked off the proceedings by presenting information on NUAG 
(National Underground Assets Group) and its vision for all information on underground assets and 
appropriate associated above ground assets, to be shared between stakeholders in a consistent way.  
The London Trial is the pilot project and he outlined the work in progress, supported by the  
following speaker, John Newham of Transport for London, who gave a presentation from the  
client’s perspective. As Head of Safety Risk and Design Services of the Road Directorate at  
Transport for London, John stressed the importance of achieving the London Mayor’s challenge to 
limit the impact of streetworks on the City by using improved techniques and technology. 

The seminar was rounded up with a presentation by Mike Bartlett of Symology whose  
organisation supplies integrated asset management solutions. He presented a case study on the  
Scottish Community Apparatus Vault, an instant access to maps of underground cables and pipes. 

Day 2 was organised and sponsored by UKOPA – the UK Onshore Pipelines Operators’  
Association. Chaired by Grant Rogers, chairman of the UKOPA Infringement Works Group, the 
first speaker was UKOPA chairman, Roger Ellis, who provided an insight into the collaboration of 
the Association’s members to reduce damage to onshore pipelines. Best practice was the emphasis 
of the seminar to reduce incidents. Helen Berry of the HSE presented information on legal  
regulations and the importance of avoiding strikes. Les Guest of NJUG provided an overview of the 
Buried Assets Centre of Knowledge and the work that NUAG is doing to facilitate this. 

A case study followed with Ellis Catherall of BT OpenReach and Grant Rogers summarising the 
work undertaken by the Infringement Working Group and a discussion followed. 

Day 3 was sponsored by i2O and chaired by Stuart Trow. The seminar focused on the options for 
managing underground water distribution networks to maintain serviceability and meet leakage  
targets. The speakers’ collective experience of water leakage issues was evident with the four  
presentations, led by Stuart’s overview of experience and the current  issues. Jo Parker, independent 
consultant, outlined the UK Managing Leakage 2011 reports and the options for asset management 
and was followed by Allan Lambert whose in depth presentation focused on using pressure  
management to reduce bursts and leakage and consequently extend infrastructure life. 

Reg Deraed of i2O water concluded the seminars with his presentation on the benefits achieved by 
using advanced pressure management. 

Attendance at the seminars was free of charge and CPD points were on offer to delegates  
attending. The seminars concluded each day at 10.00, coinciding with the opening of the exhibition.   

 
OUTDOOR DEMONSTRATIONS 
The weather was largely kind with plenty of sunshine over the three days, enabling visitors to 
browse the outdoor displays in a leisurely fashion. The demonstration timetable was posted on large 
boards around the show enabling visitors to plan their day and to see a host of techniques being 
shown in live site conditions.  

Spiral wound technology, vacuum excavation, soil displacement, pipe cleaning, pipe cutting,  
directional drilling, swagelining, pipe lining – all just a small example of the products shown, many 
accompanied by informative commentary from the exhibitors. 

The No-Dig community is a village of an industry and the show provided a lively backdrop for 
many to network with old friends, make new contacts and of course to see the latest products and 
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One of the Breakfast Briefing seminars. 
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technology available to enhance and increase the 
use of non invasive techniques.   

In addition to the UK following, the show 
played host to visitors from 25 countries. This is 
a growing trend as NO-DIG LIVE is recognised 
by many as the ‘mecca’ of the industry and the 
only UK event to focus on trenchless technology. 

Among the international visitors were  
representatives of the Iberian Society for  
Trenchless Technology (IbSTT) which will be 
hosting the ISTT International No-Dig  
conference in 2014 in Madrid. Mr Angel Ortega, 
chairman of IbSTT met with Caroline Prescot 
and Paul Harwood of Westrade Group to finalise 
their appointment as organisers. Afterwards, Mr 
Ortega was welcomed by chairman of UKSTT, Russell Fairhurst and past USKTT chairmen, Colin 
Tickle, Steve Kent and Norman Howell. 

 
POSITIVE RESPONSE 
Exhibitors reported good business and with some sales sealed at the show. “Feedback has been very 
positive.” reported Paul Harwood, Westrade Group’s Show Director. “The exhibitors put on a  
magnificent display, both indoors and outdoors, where many excellent demonstrations captured our 
visitors’ attention. Despite the difficult economic climate, many exhibitors reported good business 
and even some selling equipment from the stand. We have already received a high level of enquiries 
from those wishing to reserve stands for the next show in 2014.” 

NO-DIG LIVE is a biennial show and the twelfth in this successful series will be held  between 16 
and 18 September 2014. In the meantime, Westrade is planning the next series of NO-DIG ROAD 
SHOWS in 2013 in conjunction with UKSTT. Website: www.westrade.co.uk  
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A view of the outdoor exhibition area. 
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SALMON HABITAT RESTORED BY DISTINCT METHODS 

B ritish Columbia tunnelling contractor, 
Kamloops Augering & Boring Ltd. is  

having great success with a distinctive  
combination of pipe installation methods for 
quick, accurate, and extremely powerful pipe 
jacking. Kamloop’s three-pass process method 
is a hybrid technique and uniquely their own. 
Upon their current project’s completion, they 
will have installed three, 3 m (120 in) o.d.  
culverts this way under Highway 1 in Langley, 
British Columbia. 

In February of this year, Kamloops began 
installing the three large diameter drainage  
culverts, increasing the diameter of the existing 
culverts more than two-fold. The Latimer Creek 
and Leoran Brook Salmon Habitat  
Enhancement Culverts project satisfies one of the PMH1’s goals to protect and improve fish passage 
between habitats. The fish have been unable to swim through the existing culverts for the past few 
decades. The new culverts are the same width as the creek and will be gravel filled to the halfway 
point so the salmon and trout believe that the culverts are a natural extension of the creek. Project 
timing efforts were made to ensure that the native Coho salmon and Cutthroat trout would have  
already migrated to the ocean and least likely to be present in the habitat before construction began 
on the culverts. 

The first two culverts were installed from the median of the highway, one pointing northward and 
one pointing southward alongside Latimar Creek. The culverts crossed two lanes of traffic plus the 
on/off ramps near 200th Street. The third culvert is located just west of the first site. Installation of 
the new replacement culverts via open cut methods was not a feasible option due to a required depth 
of 5 to 6 m (16 to 20 ft) with strict line and grade tolerances in varied subsurface content. In  
addition, negative environmental impacts for the salmon habitat also mitigated open-cut as a  
technique. Kamloops suggested the use of this three-pass innovation, involving an Akkerman GBM 
auger bore rig and Horizontal Pile Driving (HPD™) unit, having had success in the past with these 
systems individually. 

The geotechnical reports indicated that there was a combination of water, sand, gravel, clay, wood, 
and boulders up to 1.2 m (47 in) diameter to be anticipated on the project. Pit seals were installed to 
deter water flow into the launch shaft. Generally, any one these conditions can create offshoots of 
negative scenarios. The combined set of project geological variables, at this diameter, presented a 
considerable challenge for the contractor. 

Kamloops owns two Akkerman GBM pilot tube systems. The GBM is commonly used to provide 
auger bore rig contractors a means of achieving absolute accuracy in utility laden soil or as a  
minimal commitment probing tool for uncharted obstacles. The auger bore rig then follows with 
casings and augers and lastly, installs the final product pipe. 

On this project, in lieu of an auger bore rig product pipe installation, the contractor used a SCCI 
S150 HPD unit as the last tool in the sequence for the large diameter product pipe. Kamloops also 
used an American Augers 48/900 auger boring rig, and a 190 Bobcat skid steer loader for spoil re-
moval. A 1,067 mm (42 in) and 3,048 mm (120 in) weld on reaming head upsized to the auger and 
casing and final product pipe diameters was utilised. 

Shawn Gaunt, project manager with Kamloops stated: “We have completed tons of projects using 
pipe ramming with our GBM system and another sixteen projects previously with the horizontal pile 
driving unit. This is the first time we’ve combined the three methods and are very excited about the 
possibilities that this melding presents to us for future projects.” 

The first two drives were initiated from the shaft installed in the highway’s median, one pointing 
north and the other south. The 24 m  (79 ft) long by 6 m  (20 ft) wide and 5 m  (16 ft) deep shaft was 
sheet piled and did not require a thrust block. The GBM jacking frame, mounted to the auger bore 
rig, drove the 108 mm (4¼ in) custom reinforced pilot tubes to meet the grade 0.54% grade  
tolerance for 45 m  (148 ft). Next, the 1,067 mm (42 in) weld-on reaming head was connected to the 
last length of pilot tube to meet the casings and augers diameter. The GBM was removed from the 
auger bore rig track and the auger bore rig, then in first position, advanced the casings and augers. 
Once the casing and augers travelled the whole length across, the 3,048 mm (120 in) weld-on  
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reaming head was welded into place 
which matched the outside diameter of 
the final product pipe. The reaming 
head and 6 m  (20 ft) lengths of product 
pipe were advanced by the HPD unit 
with a range of 75,000-100,000 kN of 
jacking pressure per blow, transferring 
force from the HPD to the pipe  
segment. The skid steer loader entered 
the tunnel and removed spoils. Once 
complete, the crew turned all the  
equipment around to begin the second 
52 m  (170 ft) drive, also with a  
required 0.54% grade. The general  
contractor installed a connecting 3,600 
m (142 ft) o.d. corrugated steel pipe 
culvert from the surface that was placed 
on top the two drives’ launch location. 
The third shaft, 4 km (2½ miles ) west of the first shaft, is 30 m  (98 ft) long by 6 m  (20 ft) wide by 
6 m  (20 ft) deep. The final drive, will be 81 m  (266 ft) long at a 2.42% grade. The geology in this 
area comprises many boulders, so the crew’s progress has been hindered. At the time of writing, the 
contractor had just begun the culvert replacement. 

On site, two crews of seven staff members each are working 12 hour shifts around the clock. The 
first 12 hour shift jacks pipe and the second shift welds the next pipe segment in place. The crews 
reported their best to-date production rate at 12 m (39 ft) a day. 

Gaunt remarked: “The results of these projects were impressive given the geology and working 
area. We see this simple and cost effective system as a great solution to large diameter, on grade 
tunnelling in unconsolidated ground.” 

The greatest project benefit of all remains to be seen for the City of Langley as they anticipate the 
return of the Coho salmon and Cutthroat trout to Latimer Creek and Leoran Brook. Website: 
www.akkerman.com 

 
 

HERRENKNECHT SUPPLIES TBMS TO RIO AND Gdansk 

H errenknecht AG is supplying tunnel 
boring machines to various  

contracts around the world. One of the 
most recent is a TBM with a diameter of 
11.46 m for the construction of the new 
metro line 4 in Rio de Janeiro. It will 
contribute to relieving the traffic routes 
in the metropolitan area. At the com-
pany’s headquarters in southern German 
Schwanau the first tunnel boring  
machine to be used in Rio de Janeiro was 
accepted by the customer in late  
September 2012. During the workshop 
acceptance Regis Velasco Fichtner 
Pereira, Secretary of State of the state of 
Rio de Janeiro, presented the project to 
the Brazilian media representatives in attendance.  

The ‘Cariocas’, the inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro, have some eventful years ahead of them. In 
2014, Brazil hosts the soccer World Cup. Two years later, in 2016, the Summer Olympics are in Rio 
de Janeiro. In between, in 2015, the 450th Birthday of the city will be celebrated.  

The state government of Rio de Janeiro is investing in a range of infrastructure projects to improve 
the traffic situation for the approximately eleven million inhabitants of the metropolitan area, and 
for the expected guests. One major project is the construction of the new Metro Line 4, with a total 
length of 14 km. During the summer of 2012 UNESCO put the city of Rio de Janeiro on the World 
Heritage list. Rio de Janeiro possesses the world’s largest urban forest. About a quarter of the urban 
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Installing the casing pipe into one of the bore with the 
pile driver. 

Acceptance of the TBM bound for Rio. 
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area consists of mountainous landscapes including some steep, unbuildable slopes. The population 
density in the city is correspondingly high, as is the pressure on the transport infrastructure. It is 
completely overloaded and urgently needs to have its capacity expanded for the coming big events. 
In addition to the two existing metro lines with a total length of about 41 km, the new ‘Linha 4’ 
along the Atlantic coast is being built to create an efficient connection between Barra da Tijuca to 
the west and the suburb of Ipanema. From Ipanema, Metro Line 1 travels towards the city centre, 
where the Maracanã stadium is currently being completely modernised for the soccer World Cup 
and the Olympic Games.  

Herrenknecht is supplying a tunnel boring machine with an EPB shield (11.46 m diameter) for the 
4.6 km long section of the new Line 4 between the stations ‘Gavea’ and ‘General Osorio’. On  
September 27, in the presence of the representative of the state government of Rio de Janeiro, State 
Secretary Velasco Regis Fichtner Pereira, the acceptance of the machine by the customer took place 
at the Herrenknecht plant in Schwanau. The customer is the ‘Consórcio Linha 4 Sul’, consisting of 
the Brazilian construction companies Construtora Norberto Odebrecht S.A., Construtora Queiroz 
Galvao S.A. and Carioca Christiani Nielsen Engenharia S.A. For the second largest city in Brazil, it 
is a first: for the first time a tunnel boring machine is being used, after all previous tunnels were 
built conventionally or as cut-and-cover tunnels. To ensure the machine can cope with the different 
ground conditions along the tunnel route, the Herrenknecht engineers designed it so it can be  
converted in the tunnel. Herrenknecht project manager Carlos Manzano Rey explained: “It is 
planned that the machine will cover the first 300 m in open mode, then be converted for about 3,000 
m in closed EPB mode. Finally, around 1,300 m will again be tunnelled in open mode.” In open 
mode, the firm hard rock (gneiss) is transported away on a conveyor belt. In closed EPB mode  
removal is handled by a screw conveyor whose conveying speed simultaneously safely and  
precisely regulates the face support pressure during excavation in the predominantly sandy soil.  
Another special feature of the machine for Rio de Janeiro’s Metro Line 4 is the articulation in a  
diameter range of more than 11 m. It will allow the tunnelling team to cope with the tight bends with 
a radius of just 250 m in some cases.  

Further to the Rio TBM Herrenknecht has also handed over another one to a 
 project in Gdansk. With its freight and ferry terminal and the airport, Gdansk is a major transporta-
tion hub in Poland as well as for connections from Scandinavia to Central and Eastern Europe. Now 
the new 10 km long ‘Słowacki route’ is to improve the transport infrastructure in the greater Gdansk 
area – for more than one million people 
living in the metropolitan area as well. It 
links the ‘Lech Wałęsa Airport’ with the 
highway to Warsaw and with the Gdansk 
deepwater seaport, one of the most impor-
tant transhipment centres in Eastern 
Europe.  

The ‘Słowacki Route’ will pass under 
the Vistula with a twin tube tunnel with a 
total length of 1.4 km. The tunnel tubes 
will each accommodate two road lanes 
and will be connected by seven cross pas-
sages for escape routes. For the construc-
tion of this major tunnel the building con-
tractor OHL ordered a Mixshield with a 
diameter of 12.56 m from Herrenknecht. 
In the middle of September 2012, in the 
presence of Gdansk City President Paweł 
Adamowicz, the Chairman of the municipal investment company GIK (project owner), Ryszard 
Trykosko, Poland country manager Jose Manuel Rubio Roeder from OHL and representatives of the 
Polish press, the XL machine was accepted at Herrenknecht’s Schwanau plant.  

According to Herrenknecht project manager Peter Griesbach, a challenging advance under the 
Vistula awaits the machine and the jobsite crews: “At certain points there will only be about eight 
meters above the machine to the bottom of the river.” The machine will be sealed against  
penetrating groundwater or subsoil at pressures of up to four bar, between shield skin and lining 
segment with a triple wire brush seal and a quadruple sealing system on the drive. The equipment 
was designed in such a way that tunnelling can also be carried out on the steep 4% downward and 
upward gradients at the beginning and in the second half of the tunnel respectively. Website: 
www.herrenknecht.com 
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Handing over the Gdansk TBM. 
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Hammerhead 
Hammerhead piercing, bursting 
& ramming products are used by 
contractors worldwide to install 
or replace fibre, communication, 
water, sewer and gas lines with 

minimal disruption to landscapes, 
structures and traffic flow. 
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FULL SPECTRUM PRESSURE PIPE REHABILITATION  

F ollowing the integration of Austrian 
construction company Rabmer into 

the Japanese SEKISUI Group, SPR 
(SEKISUI Pipe Rehabilitation) now 
offers a variety of technologies for the 
trenchless rehabilitation of supply and 
wastewater pressure pipelines. Having 
looked at the companies spiral wound 
systems earlier this year, Trenchless 
Works now examines the company’s 
CIPP and Close Fit lining options. 
 
CIPP 
The CIPP pipe lining method has long 
since become a technically and  
economically attractive option for the rehabilitation of pressure pipelines for water, sewage, gas, oil 
and industrial media. The most appropriate pipe lining system for the job thereby varies  
considerably from case to case depending on transport medium, compressive and external traffic 
loads and nominal width. A considerable technical spectrum is required to provide a solution for all 
problems and this, it is claimed by the company, can be found in the technology and construction 
companies of SPR Europe. The spectrum of SEKISUI NordiTube and r.tec produced insert-placed 
pressure pipe liners ranges from the comparatively simple PE-coated polyester yarn liner as an  
internal lining to complex liner systems which combine several layers of needle felt and ECR glass 
fibre to satisfy the most exacting demands for stability of the liner in all nominal widths.  

Combined with epoxy resin systems designed for the requirement profile of the media transported 
in the respective pipeline, the liners offered provide an effective solution for every situation in  
rehabilitation practice it is claimed by SPR. However, the product range for pressure pipe  
rehabilitation is by no means limited to the classic pipe lining procedure.  

In future all group construction companies will rehabilitate pressure pipes using the r.tec® Close 
Fit method, by which pre-deformed PE 100 liners are drawn into the pipes where they are restored 
to their circular shape using steam pressure.  

 
CLOSE FIT 
For the past 20 years the Close Fit method has been complementing the Rabmer Group’s product 
range of pipe rehabilitation technology. The pipe-in-pipe method is claimed to be a cost-effective, 
time-saving method of renewing pressure pipes in a range of nominal widths and lengths, thereby 
prolonging their service life by at least 50 years.  

In a recent example of its use, the town of Heiligenkreuz in southern Burgenland, Austria, decided 
to exploit this advantage by awarding the contract to renew a decayed drinking water pipeline to 
pipe rehabilitation specialist Rabmer.  

The innovative r.tec® Close Fit method has been  
effectively employed in the pressure pipe sector for over 
two decades. Further development of the system has  
resulted in the new r.tec® Close Fit pipe, which has been 
successfully marketed since 2008. This pipe rehabilitation 
technology is based on a HDPE pipe the cross-section of 
which is deformed after extrusion by thermo-mechanical 
tools, reducing the diameter by approximately 25-30% to 
facilitate insertion into the damaged pipe. Wound on 
drums and drawn into the pipe by a traction limited winch, 
it enables installation lengths of several hundred metres to 
be achieved in one step.  
The subsequent application of hot steam and pressure 

restore the original round shape (memory effect) of the 
pipe and allows it to fit itself to the old pipe without an 
annular gap, thereby giving the ‘close fit’.  

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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Installing a CIPP liner. 

Preparing a close fit liner for insertion. 
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Every pipe rehabilitation project 
starts with cleaning, followed by a 
TV inspection of the old pipes to  
ensure that they are largely free of 
deposits. After the rehabilitation a 
further camera inspection takes place 
before the section is connected to the 
main pipe by mounting standard pipes 
and fittings to provide the customer 
with a new high-quality and durable 
pipe for future operation. 

 
R.TEC® CLOSE FIT LINER 
The Lower Lafnitztal Water Board 
(WVUL) commissioned Rabmer with 
the rehabilitation of the drinking  
water pipeline in the municipality of 
Heiligenkreuz, Austria. The major 
challenge of the project was the extremely short time frame allowed, in which the long installation 
lengths had to be rehabilitated with the r.tec® Close Fit liner. The PVC and asbestos-cement pipes 
that were to be renewed with diameters of DN 200 mm and a pressure ratings of 10 bar had already 
indicated a need for action after a number of ruptures. In addition, road construction was planned 
which would require the pipelines to be protected against further ruptures prior to the start of the 
road works. Only two installation pits were needed for the rehabilitation, through which the Close 
Fit liner was drawn into the old pipe. A length of 250 m was installed in the first section and 410 m 
in the second section. The total pipeline of about 660 m was rehabilitated in no more than 40 hours 
from disconnection to reconnection of the pipes using the two installations. The Close Fit pipe liner 
was heated for almost four hours to return the newly laid pipe to its original shape to create a new, 
fully functional drinking water pipe. Website: www.sekisuispr.com  

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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Drawing the deformed r.tec® close fit liner into the  
existing host pipe during a rehabilitation operation. 
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HDD PROTECTS NEW WATER VOLE POPULATION IN DEVON, UK 

P lans to re-lay a water main in Devon hit 
a snag when South West Water and its 

contractor, May Gurney, discovered that the 
project site was home to recently  
reintroduced population of water voles. 

The iconic water vole - Kenneth  
Grahame’s Ratty from the Wind in the  
Willows - was once a common sight on UK 
waterways but is now increasingly rare. A 
reintroduction project in 2004 on the River 
Tale in Devon has brought the voles back to 
the county, but populations are still fragile. 

The water main in question had to be laid 
under the river - exactly in the spot where 
signs of water vole activity had been 
sighted. The solution, devised by May  
Gurney, has won the company an environmental award and plaudits from conservationists. 

Using a directional drilling system, engineers were able to take the pipeline under the river from 
an entry pit some 25 m away from the river bank, far enough away not to cause any nuisance to the 
fragile riverbank ecosystem. 

Project manager Ian Fawcus from May Gurney said: “The directional drilling option meant we 
could work at some distance from the voles’ habitat. It is also much quicker than other methods of 
laying pipes, which meant we could be in and out of the area in a couple of days.” 

The care for the environment and meticulous planning have won May Gurney a Green Apple 
Award from the prestigious Green Organisation, which will be presented at a ceremony at the House 
of Commons on 12 November. 

With assessments from environmental consultants and meetings with the East Devon water vole 
project officer, Mervyn Newman, as well as time taken to design the bespoke solution, the whole 
project was more than a year in the planning. 

Mr Newman said: “It was good to be able to report on a project where, from the outset, care had 
been taken to find out what was required legally and to comply with the recommendations made by 
the contracted ecological consultants, and which has resulted in minimal disturbance to the protected 
wildlife present and using this stretch of the River Tale.” 

South West Water’s Infrastructure Delivery Manager, Les Metcalfe, said: “One of our values as a 
company is to be champions of the environment and we encourage our contractors to share our  
values. Ian and the May Gurney team showed great sensitivity in their approach to this site.” 

The ecological survey carried out also showed the river was home to otters and American mink, 
predators of the voles. In one final favour to the water voles, the May Gurney team alerted Mervyn 
Newman to footprints of an American mink which was then successfully trapped, removing one of 
the greatest threats to the voles. Website: www.southwestwater.co.uk 

HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 
For General Information on Horizontal Directional Drilling click here 
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CHARITY - THEY SAY - BEGINS AT HOME - BUT NOT ALWAYS 

I n the competitive world of utility contracting and 
equipment sales/supply altruism is something that 

might seem something of a rarity, particularly in the 
difficult economic conditions currently being  
experienced across the UK, and globally. So, why 
would anyone expect a renowned equipment provider to 
undertake a pipe bursting project FOC (free of charge)? 
This was a questioned asked of U Mole (part of the 
Groundforce division of Vp plc) following works on 
recently completed on such a basis at the Stretham  
Engine Trust site on the Waterbeach Level near Ely, 
Cambridgeshire, UK. 

The Stretham Engine was built in the 17th century as 
one of a series of engines that were designed to drain 
water from Fenlands to create quality farmland. It is 
now the only remaining example of these machines 
that, whilst not now fully operational due to land 
shrinkage around the site which has occurred due to the 
draining process, shows the ingenuity that was brought 
to bear to effectively manage the land drainage scheme 
and provide the required and highly prized farmland. 
The machinery is also the only example left in the area 
with not only the beam engine that drove the bucket/
scoop wheel water lift apparatus but also the boilers and valve arrangements and gauges that  
controlled the engine and its operation. 

Run as a charitable trust, and as with many charity organisations in these difficult times, the Trust 
relies on members, donations and visitors fees to fund its continuation and when unexpected and 
potentially huge bills arise the question of survival is always there. 

This was the case recently at the Stretham Engine where a connecting duct passing from inside 
one of the buildings on the site to the nearby river was in need of replacement because it was not 
operating effectively due to heavy silting. The duct formed part of the river level monitoring system. 

 
STRETHAM ENGINE 
The Engine was designed to work so that water from a well at the site which drained the  
surrounding peat soils was lifted using a scooped wheel. This water was deposited into the adjacent 
river, called Old West River. Without going into too much detail, as part of the drainage operation, 
water level monitoring of the difference in level between the well and river had to be continuous to 
effectively operate the drainage system correctly. Within this set up there was a cable, linked to a 

float mechanism in the river that runs to a gauge inside 
the Mill that indicates the river level at all times. The 
duct within which the cable for this system ran was the 
one that was silt filled. Having looked at the problem, 
the Trust management approached U Mole after seeing 
one of its van in the area advertising the trenchless op-
tions it offers to the industry in the hope that the com-
pany might be able to provide information on how to 
effectively replace the damaged duct without damage 
to these historic buildings and their contents. 

Russell Fairhurst, managing director of U Mole,  
visited the site to see what was possible and found that 
a pipe bursting option would be applicable to the  
replacement required. Also, given the financial  
constraints on such an important historic site to the 
area, he agreed that the cost of the works was  
something that the U Mole company would take on 
itself and so agreed to complete the work free of 
charge.  
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U Mole not only provided the machinery  
necessary for the project but also the workforce and 
new pipe. 

During the site visit Russell agreed that the job to 
replace the damaged 3 in diameter cast iron pipe 
could be done using one of the company’s PB30 
cable based pipe bursting units. It was decided that a 
63 mm diameter duct would be used as the  
replacement pipe.  

Whilst the choice of pipe was not the preferred 
one for any trenchless works, being a charitable 
work it was the lowest priced option available and 
as the duct was only to act as a cable pathway it did 
not need to meet any particularly heavy duty  
requirements. Ultimately the job continued to a  
conclusion and final success. 

The main difficulty of the project, it was thought, 
was the fact that the old pipe was blocked with silt 
and other detritus. This meant that the usual simple 
method of passing the pipe burst cable through the 
old pipe was not possible. After careful application 
and experience of the operators, a rod was  
eventually pushed through the blocked old pipe so 
that it was subsequently possible to pass the burster 
rope through. 

This in itself proved difficult due to the rope being of a larger diameter than the placement rod. It 
appeared that the rope was catching on something immediately outside the building. A quick  
investigation using a small pit proved that the old duct had completely collapsed at this point  
literally just below the surface slab. After clearing this collapse the job went ahead smoothly to 
completion of the installation of the new pipe. 

Works to reconnect the link through the new duct are expected shortly and everyone involved in 
the project from the Trust team to the U Mole and its operators are all are looking forward to seeing 
the river level gauge re-commissioned and working as it has for over 100 years. 

Subsequent to the duct replacement works Mr K.S.G. Hinde, Chairman of the Stretham Engine 
Trust commented in a letter to U Mole saying: “We are very grateful indeed for the sterling work 
carried out by you and your men in laying the duct under the roadway at the Engine to serve the 
river level gauge. This proved to be a considerable exercise and your work is much appreciated. For 
a trust that subsists entirely on takings at the Engine and donations, without any grant aid, this 
would have been a severe strain on our resources. As far as can be traced, these gauges are unique to 
this plant and were almost certainly installed over 100 years ago. As well as yourself, please express 
our particular thanks to your two men who worked so hard.” 

For U Mole Russell Fair said in answer to the question asked earlier: “It is vital to the history of 
the area to see how and why it became such an important farming landscape and how mills like this 
achieved that. As the Stretham Engine is the only surviving and probably best example of just how 
much effort and skill was put into creating this landscape, we felt that it was important to ensure its 
continuation without a heavy financial burden on the Trust. As engineers ourselves we see just how 
innovative this set up was for its time and how keeping it at its best is so desirable. Given the history 
behind the site, the cost to our company of completing the works free of charge to the Trust was 
minimal and we were very happy that we could help preserve such an important historic site.” 

 
PB30 PIPEBURSTER 
The PB30 compact pipe bursting system has been specifically designed for the replacement of small 
diameter sewer laterals and ducts with minimum surface disruption and disturbance to the client. 
Producing up to 28 tons of pull back on a special compact cable the PB30 can be broken into several 
easily manageable components to ease transport/assembly in difficult access locations and even 
man-holes. 

The use of the compact cable together with the compact bursting heads with integral pipe towing 
head enable the PB30 to burst in-line bends up to and including 45o with no problem. Hydraulic 
power can be provided by an independent power pack or even from the hydraulics on a mini  
excavator. Website: www.umole.co.uk 
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MEGA VACUUM EXCAVATOR HELPS AUSSIE CONTRACTOR SAVE 
TIME AND MONEY 

W hen it comes to large projects, 
Josh Taylor with South East 

Queensland Underroad Drillers 
(SEQUD) is always prepared.  SEQUD 
is based in Queensland, Australia, and 
specialises in underground installations 
using horizontal directional drilling, 
auger boring and pipe ramming.  

The company recently purchased a 
McLaughlin 1,200 gallon mega  
vacuum (Mega Vac) excavator to help 
dispose of excess mud from its HDD 
projects and pothole for existing  
utilities prior to any underground work 
beginning.  

The unit is also used to help reclaim 
mud when a return line cannot be used 
on a project due to access issues. In 
these cases, the mud is collected in the 
Mega Vac and transported back to the drilling fluid reclaimer for processing.  

“When working in or near the bush land, a wooded and generally dry area that includes thin to 
thick woody shrubs and bushes, in Australia we take additional steps to help alleviate environmental 
concerns.” said Taylor. “By using the McLaughlin Mega Vac, we can help ensure the site remains 
environmentally friendly and we reduced overall costs for our company.” 

SEQUD no longer uses a subcontractor for this type of work and now contracts with other  
companies to provide potholing, site cleanup, and conduit installations for other companies; it has 
helped create a new revenue stream for the company. 

Taylor selected the Mega Vac based on McLaughlin’s reputation in the industry; plus the unit had 
the features and specifications he desired.  
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The Mega Vac will fit on a single-axle 15 t 
truck body. “That was important to our  
company from a cost and licensing  
standpoint.” said Taylor.  

The Mega Vac was put to good use recently 
on an electrical conduit installation project in 
the bush land near Noosa along the Sunshine 
Coast in Queensland. The site posed many 
issues for the team, including a small setup 
area and environmentally sensitive wetlands. 

SEQUD installed two 140 mm (5½ in) di-
ameter HDPE electrical conduits that will 
house a new series of 11 kV electric cables as 
part of a residential upgrade project. In all, 11 
bores measuring 1,227 m(4,026 ft) were  
completed. 

The McLaughlin Mega Vac was used to pothole for existing underground utilities along and  
parallel to the bore path. In addition, the directional drilling mud had to be reclaimed and  
transported up to 62 miles away. In all, the vacuum unit made the trip twice daily. 

“We completed the project in record time, thanks for a number of factors, including the  
McLaughlin Mega Vac,” said Taylor. “By making only two trips per day, due to its size and tank 
capacity, we were able to spend more time on the site drilling with less downtime. Website: 
www.mightymole.com 

 
 

SAFE HANDLING EQUIPMENT IS THE KEY 

A  focus of site safety these days is keeping the 
workforce clear of potentially injury in a vari-

ety of situations. One such situation is pipe han-
dling, whether this be moving pipe around at site or 
breaking old pipes out of trenches, pits etc during 
operations. Steve Vick International has introduced 
a number of systems that are aimed at minimising 
potential for injury in such situations. 

The new MACAW Pipe Cracker attaches to the 
quick hitch or bucket pins of a mini excavator for 
the safe, effective cracking of redundant cast iron 
mains up to 610 mm (24 in) diameter. 

The traditional method of breaking out a cast iron 
main has been to use a variety of handheld tools 
such as a sledge hammer or ‘podger’, but there are 
serious health and safety issues with these  
procedures as pieces of broken metal can fly up to 
cause injury to operatives. 

One solution to this is the ‘MACAW’ Pipe 
Cracker, so called because its pipe cracking arms 
resemble the powerful beak of the South American bird. Operated by the excavator’s hydraulic 
power and using the controls in the cab, the operative is able to manoeuvre the arms around the pipe 
and then apply sufficient pressure to crack the pipe. A major advantage of the MACAW is that it 
does not require access around the whole circumference of the pipe, thus minimising excavation. 
The tool is easy to operate and highly manoeuvrable. As the cracking pressure is controlled and can 
be stopped immediately once the cast iron has split, the MACAW is suitable for use on mains  
inserted with PE. 

The MACAW Pipe Cracker is suitable for use on 200 mm to 610 mm (8 in to 24 in) diameter cast 
iron mains and is designed for use with a typical 1.5 to 3 t mini excavator. Varying sized arms can 
be attached to the base unit to accommodate different sizes of pipe. 

Following the success of the MACAW Pipe Cracker for large diameter cast iron mains, Steve 
Vick International has also introduced a Mini MACAW designed for cracking abandoned mains 
from 100 mm to 200 mm (4 in to 8 in) diameter. The highly versatile Mini MACAW is powered 
either from the third service or breaker hydraulics of an excavator, from a standard power pack or by 
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using a specially designed hand pump making it 
suitable for even the most inaccessible site. 

Fitted with a hydraulic ram, the Mini MACAW 
provides controlled pressure on the cast iron – just 
sufficient to crack the pipe, affording a safer 
working environment. This controlled pressure, 
which may again be stopped immediately once the 
pipe splits, allows the Mini MACAW to be used 
safely on mains previously inserted with PE  
without the risk of damaging the new inserted 
pipe. 

As with the large diameter unit, a major  
advantage of the MACAW is that it does not  
require access around the whole circumference of 
the pipe, again minimising excavation.  

Weighing just 35 kg the Mini MACAW can be 
manually located on the main by two operatives. 
A choice of pin slots allows 100 mm, 150 mm and 
200 mm (4 in, 6 in or 8 in) cast iron pipes to be 
accommodated without the need for additional 
equipment. 

Pipe handling can also be hazardous to crews 
particularly fingers, so Steve Vick International 
has introduced the Midi Pipe Handler which is 
catching on fast with companies seeking a safer, faster and simpler way to insert PE pipe. 

The lightweight tool attaches to a 3 t class hydraulic excavator via the bucket pins and is designed 
to pick up, manoeuvre and insert PE up to 180 mm diameter. Working at ground level, the pipe is 
first side-loaded into the J-shaped lower jaw, and then the entire operation of positioning the pipe 
and inserting it into a host pipe is controlled from the safety of the cab, avoiding the need for  
operatives to work in the trench. 

Using the hydraulic power of the excavator, the upper jaw clamps the PE pipe and pushes it into 
the old main at speeds of up to 10 m/min. The one-stage set up is extremely quick and the pushing 
action can be reversed if necessary without any need to dismantle or remove the Handler from the 
excavator.  Suitable for dual-fed excavators, the Handler is fitted with a double ram for extra grip. 

Pushing in this controlled way is both efficient and a far safer alternative to using an excavator 
bucket and sling to insert pipe. A  
minimum clearance under the PE of as 
little as 35 mm is required, keeping  
excavation to the minimum, and having a 
fixed lower jaw helps to maintain a  
constant depth for ease of insertion. A 
360˚ swivel head allows for maximum 
manoeuvrability of the pipe. 

The Midi Pipe Handler accommodates 
pipe up to 180 mm diameter but smaller 
diameters can be handled by using shell 
inserts. Shell inserts from Steve Vick  
International’s pipe pushing machines may 
be used. 

The sideways gripping design helps to 
alleviate potential ovality issues with the 
PE whilst the clamp is designed to prevent 
damage to the pipe and slippage in wet 
weather. 

The Midi Pipe Handler is compatible 
with most 3 t excavators using the spares 
and adapter kit supplied.  Website: 
www.stevevick.com 
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TT-UK INTRODUCES THE NEW 100 TONNE GRUNDOWINCH 

B igger, stronger, longer are the watchwords 
describing the new GRUNDOWINCH 100 

tonne cable and pipe pulling twin capstan winch 
which is currently undergoing UK trials. The 
twin capstan constant tension winch and  
attendant cable carrying winch weigh in at a 
massive 43 t.  

GRUNDOWINCH and the cable carrying 
winches are both rubber track-mounted for 
rough terrain mobility and have front and rear 
stabilisers for winching stability. 

For ease of manoeuvrability and accurate 
alignment, each unit has its own diesel engine 
140 kW and 74 kW respectively and, both are 
fitted with independent remote controls. 

The separate cable winch enables 1,500 m of 
steel winch pulling cable of 52 mm diameter to be deployed, extending the GRUNDOWINCH’S 
capability for many varied increased pipe diameter and cable installations over even longer  
distances. 

A special feature of all GRUNDOWINCH models is that irrespective of the line pull exerted, the 
rope is re-wound with moderate take-up tension onto the rope storage drum which is driven by a 
separate hydraulic motor. The rope is precisely layered on the drum by an automatic spooling 
mechanism. The take-up tension is about 3% of the line pull, which prevents undue chafing and 
excessive wear of the rope on the capstan drums. 

An ergonomically designed control cabin 
houses all the winching controls including 
line speed, tonnage, etc, together with a 
datalogger/printer for accurate recording of 
installed pipe and cable data. Heating and 
CD radio assist with the GRUNDOWINCH 
operator’s comfort. In addition, a rear-view 
camera mounted in the cabin gives added 
confidence to the operator when the cable 
carrying winch continues to operate auto-
matically and in synchronisation with the 
twin capstan winch. 

For some trenchless technology under-
ground pipe renewal jobs a deflection 
boom will be required.  Such a boom can 
be ordered as an extra accessory. Website: 
www.tt-uk.com 
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NEW MEMBERS 
UKSTT would like to welcome its latest Corporate Member: Planned Maintenance (Pennine) Ltd. 
 

Getting to know our new members ………  
Utility Innovations Solutions Limited 
Utility Innovations Solutions Limited is a company which specialises in the manufacturing of new innovations, equipment and 

products for the utilities sector. Within the company there is a wealth of experienced personnel in the gas, water and electricity 
replacement, rehabilitation and reinforcement sector which has allowed it to target the key areas an functions within the utilities 
industry.   

The UIS Power Push pipe pusher is a new method of inserting MDPE Gas/Water Polyethylene Pipe and cables in existing  
metallic pipe and ducts. The excavator attachment allows for a faster, more economic, safer and more compliant way to insert 
Polyethylene pipe and cable, especially for small diameter gas/water mains and cable installations and replacement. 

The UIS MBA (Mains Breaking Attachment) is a new innovative method of breaking and removing a section of existing pipe, 
without the health and safety risks associated with using a sledge hammer, breaking bar or other impact type equipment. It can 
either attach to the excavator arm and is controlled via the hydraulics within the excavator, or be powered through an external 
power pack and controlled manually.  

 
 

NEWS 
Stop Press - HDD announcement 
EN791& EN996 will be withdrawn with effect from 31st July 2014. With effect from 1st August 2014 all drilling rigs must 

comply with EN16228. 
 
No-Dig Live 2012 – A ‘Great Day Out’ 
No-Dig Live 2012 took place between 2 and 4 October 2012 at Stoneleigh Park, 

Near Coventry. Despite real threats of total downpours the occasional rain did not 
deter the exhibitors or the delegates from turning up in their droves to visit this 
year’s No-Dig Live exhibition and conference. Indeed the show enjoyed plenty of 
sunshine and ended on positive notes all round. 

The Breakfast Briefings proved popular with strong interest for all the talks and 
topics covered.  

From the first day’s Review of plant Records, their vital importance to safe and 
reduced risk works, day two’s programme of talks about onshore pipeline protection 
and concerns by UKOPA through to the finishing programme on day three with an 
extensive update about the on-going fight against network leakage delegates got  

excellent information for free. They also 
got free breakfast! 
We had over 400 delegates on day one, a very busy day 2 and revitalised day 3 of the 
show. Day 3 also noted the arrival of 90 engineering students from Warwick  
University who were due to lectured by Peter Crouch and an external team the fol-
lowing day. Feedback here again was generally very positive from exhibitors with 
everyone recognising that these students are the potential clients and engineers of 
tomorrow. 

When not manning the UKSTT stand UKSTT staff took the opportunity to visit 
some of the stands. They picked just a few items that caught their eye in terms of one 
or two interesting pieces of equipment or systems such as the inflatable trench  
shoring system on the UMole stand and the various pipe handling systems on the 

Steve Vick and TT (UK) stands. 
Size does not matter but the universal multipurpose rig on TT-UK’s stand was  

certainly eye catching, yet the ‘Ferret’ service pipe leak detection system on the  
Hyram stand was equally worthwhile and certainly more universally applicable given 
some of the delegates interests on day 3. 

Without extensive space and time this article can only scratch the surface of all that 
was on show. This is not a detailed briefing rather a flavour of the range and scale of 
information about materials, systems and techniques on display, many in  
demonstration, for all visitors to see, sit on and/or examine. As ever the general  
standard of exhibit was exceptional and Westrade can take pride in helping everyone 
achieve another tremendous show. Whatever you do don’t miss the UKSTT No Dig 
Live 2014 show. Make a date its already booked! 
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UKSTT Lecture at Warwick University 
Following a successful trenchless introduction lecture last year UKSTT was delighted 

to host 90 students from University of Warwick, including 10 post graduate tunnelling 
students, to its major three day biennial No-Dig Live exhibition and conference event. 

Organised to supplement the all day lecture programme on 5 October 2012, students 
were able to visit the huge range of stands and exhibits to get an overview of the  
industry. Many of the students had only just committed to civil engineering as their  
chosen discipline within engineering following two years of common work within the 
engineering courses offered at Warwick. 

It created an excellent back drop to the full day of lectures, workshops, case studies 
and general debate designed to improve and widen their knowledge and awareness of 
pipeline design in a far wider context than just the hydraulic capacity and capability of 
any pipeline project. 

The lecture team, provided through UKSTT, included Peter Crouch (UKSTT Technical Secretary) supported brilliantly by our 
regular team of Sandra Rolfe-Dickenson (MWH Technical Director) pipeline design and failure specialist and John De Rosa  

(Subterra) materials science and relining specialist. 
“It makes it loads of fun and when you have such a knowledgeable and experienced 

team to rely on the day just flashes past.” stated Peter. “The feedback and involvement 
from students was excellent. They proved a really well motivated group who, despite the 
absence of being worth any credits, willingly gave their time, enthusiasm, and interest to 
make it worthwhile for all concerned.” 

Peter thanked Tony Price (Deputy Head of Civil Engineering) for his support and  
hospitality and the two guest lecturers for all their hard work and time. 

Students and lecturers alike praised the recent visit to NO Dig Live in general and the 
Pipeline Engineering lecture day put on for them by UKSTT the following 
day. Students, who were canvassed by their deputy head of engineering, Tony Price, 

overwhelmingly thought the exhibition and especially the workshop were excellent and they would encourage the university to 
repeat the session for future groups. 

Tony stated: “I think they especially liked the very practical aspects of the day. So please pass on my thanks and the very  
positive student response to your colleagues. I should imagine you all spent the weekend in a darkened room recovering after the 
exhibition and workshop!” 

Peter Crouch, UKSTT Technical Secretary, reported the seminar day was a great buzz with lively students fully engaged and 
willing to debate and try and understand this complex subject. Both he and the team all felt that the work to prepare and deliver 
the day had been worthwhile with over 70 students taking part. 

 
Global Leakage Summit 
This event will be held between 13 and 14 March 2013 at the Thistle Marble Arch Hotel, London. 
UKSTT is proud to support the Global Leakage Summit taking place in 2013. UKSTT members will be eligible for a 15%  

discount.  Further information on the programme will be available shortly. 
 

No-Dig 2013 
The 31st ISTT No-Dig is to take place at the Sydney Convention Centre, Sydney, Australia in Sydney, Australia between 1 and 

4 September 2013. No-Dig 2013/No-Dig Down Under has opened the Call for Papers. The deadline for submissions is 30  
November 2012.  There have been two previous international No-Digs in Australia. 

Sydney is an iconic city which boasts incredible views, plenty to see and do and friendly people. It is a great place to come and 
visit; and an even better place to come and experience Australasia’s trenchless boom. For more information go to the event  
website http://nodigdownunder.com.au 

 

JOIN US FOR THE OFFICIAL ISTT EVENT OF 2013 
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REMINDERS 
UKSTT Annual Dinner & Awards Ceremony 
The 2013 Annual Dinner & Awards Ceremony is confirmed as taking place on 26-Apr-13 at 

Holiday Inn, Birmingham. It’s not too late to start thinking about your award entry for 2013. 
 
 
For any information about the United Kingdom Society for Trenchless Technology (UKSTT) 

please contact: 
Val Chamberlain, 38 Holly Walk, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, CV32 4LY 

Tel: 01926 330935  Email: admin@ukstt.org.uk    @ukstt 
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EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
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SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Name for website access 

Westrade 
Westrade Group Ltd is an 

independent company  
specialising in trade exhibition 
and conference organisation. 

Events include the 
'TRENCHLESS ' and  

'NO-DIG' series across Europe, 
the Middle East, Asia and 

Africa. 

http://www.westrade.co.uk/html/fr_trenchless.html�
http://www.nodigdownunder.com


2012 
November 5-6 
Water 2012 - London, UK 
Details from: http://marketforce.eu.com/Conferences/
water12/ 
 

November 12-14 
International No Dig Show 2012 - São Paulo, Brazil 
Details from: www.acquacon.com.br/nodig2012/index.html 
or www.westrade.co.uk 
 

November 27-30 
Bauma China 2012 - Shanghai, China. 
Details from: www.bauma-china.com 
 

November 27-30 
Village Du Sans Tranchee/Pollutec - Lyon, France 
Details from: rachid.ikrou@reedexpo.fr 
 
 
2013 
February 5-8  
BAUMA CONEXPO SHOW - bC India - Mumbai, India. 
Details from: www.bcindia.com 
 

February 21-22  
No-Dig Thailand Summit 2013 - Bangkok, Thailand. 
Details from: trenchless@westrade.co.uk 
 

March 3-7 
NASTT’s 2013 No-Dig Show - Sacramento, USA 
Details from: www.nodigshow.com 
 

March 12-14 
Excavation Safety Conference & Expo - Florida, USA 
Details from: www.cgaconference.com 
 

March 18-19  
TRENCHLESS MIDDLE EAST - Dubai, UAE 
www.trenchlessmiddleeast.com 
 

April 15-21 
BAUMA 2013 - Munich, Germany. 
Details from: www.bauma.de/en 
 

April 23-26 
1st NO DIG Berlin 2013 (with Wasser Berlin International) - 
Berlin, Germany. 
Details from: www.nodigberlin2013.com 
 

May 9-11 
TTUS 2013 - Guangzhou, China. 
Details from: www.china-mete.com/sd/  
 

June 19-20 
Ville Sans Tranchee 2013 - Paris, France 
Details from: www.fstt.org 
 

June 23-26 
RETC 2013 - Washington DC, USA 
Details from: www.retc.org 
 

September 1-4 
International No-Dig ‘Down Under’ 2013 - Sydney,  
Australia 
Details from: www.nodigdownunder.com 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
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September 18-21 
bauma Africa 2013 - Johannesburg, South Africa  
Details from: www.bauma-africa.com 
 

October 1-3 
ICUEE 2013 - Kentucky, USA 
Details from: www.icuee.com 
 

 
 
2014 
April 8-10 
VI International Conference ‘Trenchless Technologies’ 
NO-DIG POLAND 2014 - Kielce-Cedzyna, Poland. 
Details from: www.nodigpoland.tu.kielce.pl 
 

September 16-18 
No-Dig Live 2014 - Coventry, UK 
Details from: www.nodiglive.co.uk 
 

October 13-15 
International No-Dig 2014 - Madrid, Spain 
Details from: www.nodigmadrid.com 
 
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would 
like to add it to this listing please forward details to: 
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk  
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