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ISTT SUCCESS IN SYDNEY 

T he 31st International No Dig  

Exhibition and Conference 2013, 

hosted by ASTT and organised by Great 

Southern Press at the Sydney  

Convention Centre Darling Harbour, 

built on the substantial success of earlier 

ASTT/ISTT events in Perth (2000) and 

Brisbane (2006). With 124 exhibitors 

and 60 refereed conference papers it 

drew in large crowds, with almost 1,400 

delegates and visitors. Event partners 

were Hobas, Interflow, Kembla  

Watertech and Vermeer with a host of 

additional sponsors including Agbar/

Bristol Water subsidiary Aqualogy  

exhibiting its ice pigging method for the 

first time on the international stage. 

There were major changes in the  

administration of ISTT at the event. After three exceptional years as a visionary and energetic leader 

Professor Sam Ariaratnam handed 

over the Chairman’s role to Derek 

Choi and Enrico Boi from Italy was 

elected as Vice Chairman. Derek 

Choi, is a founding member of the 

China Hong Kong Society for  

Trenchless Technology (CHKSTT). In 

his inaugural speech, he said it was 

truly a great honour to be the 9th 

Chairman, and that with that honour 

c a m e  g r e a t  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  

responsibility. Accepting the role, 

Derek highlighted outreach initiatives 

that will be the focus of his chairman-

ship, including increasing engagement 

from membership,  expanding  

trenchless influence in the regions 

where the market is under-developed, 

increased use of social media, and 

engaging with students. 

Past Chairman Dec Downey  

yielded his place on the Executive 

Steer ing Co mmi t t ee  to  Sam  

Ariaratnam and stepped down after 

more than 10 years in office, he will 

continue to serve as an ISTT  

Guarantor. In the ESC elections, Ian 

Vickridge representing UKSTT joined 

the Committee in place of Norman 

Howell who has also stepped down.  

Venues for future international  

conferences were also determined. In 

2016 the International Conference will 

be held in Beijing, China and in 2017 

it will be held in Medellin, Colombia. 

Venues for the 2014 Masterclass  

series were also announced. They will 

be held in Vietnam, Indonesia and 

Korea. The new Chairman’s pledge to 
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Members of the ISTT Board at the recent  

International No-Dig event in Sydney, Australia.  

Picture courtesy of Trenchless International. 
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increase engagement took immediate effect with an open strategy forum where conference delegates 

took the opportunity to discuss issues such as technology guidelines and cost analyses, training and 

certification and participation in the development of standards and specifications.  

The annual conference is  traditionally a time for recognition of excellence and long service. A 

lifetime award was made to Menno Henneveld, Past Chairman and former Vice President.  

The project, process and academic awards had a distinctly Asian feel with the Rehabilitation  

Project of the Year being presented to Interflow Pty Ltd; the New Installation Project of the Year 

award was presented to Fujian Dongchen Geotechnical Foundation Engineering Co; the New  

Product of the Year Award was presented to Alpha Civil Engineering Co, Japan and the Academic 

Award went to Quemoy National University, Taiwan for its Sewer Inspection Image Analysis  

technology.  

The conference ended with an introduction to the 2014 venue Madrid, Spain which will be a good 

deal more accessible to UK and European members with low cost flight and hotel deals available 

and access to the Exhibition close enough to the airport for a day trip. Website: www.istt.com 

 

 

AWARD WIN FOR SPIRAL-WOUND REHABILITATION PROJECT 

S pecial requirements of a sewer rehabilitation in 

the city of Ansbach, Germany, made the SPR™ 

product the perfect solution. SEKISUI SPR Europe 

was instructed by AWEAN, the organisation  

responsible for wastewater disposal in Ansbach, to 

renew 220 m of egg-shaped sewer with dimensions 

of 1,200/1,600 mm. The Ansbach project was  

recently awarded with the 6th ‘Junkan no Michi 

Wastewater System Prize’ by the Japanese Minister 

of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. 

SEKISUI SPR Europe, a subsidiary of SEKISUI 

CHEMICAL Co., Ltd. contributed with its Spiral-

Wound pipe rehabilitation method for the  

restoration of sewer networks in European cities. 

 

AN AWARD-WINNING PRODUCT 

The award presentation ceremony for the ‘Junkan no Michi Wastewater System Prize’ was held on 

September 10, 2013. Naofumi Negishi, President of SEKISUI CHEMICAL CO., LTD. has received 

the 6th Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) Prize. Sekisui Chemical has 

been globally promoting the Spiral-Wound rehabilitation product SPR™ which has been developed 

in collaboration with Tokyo Metropolitan Sewerage Service Corporation and Adachi Construction 

& Industry Co., Ltd. 

The SPR™ Spiral-Wound product has already proven itself in reducing the burden on the lives of 

residents, the environment and historical buildings worldwide. Besides the Minister of Land,  

Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism Prize for the recently completed rehabilitation project in 

Ansbach, executed by SEKISUI SPR Europe, it was the second time that SPR™ has received an 

award this year. In March 2013, Sekisui Chemical received the 59th Okochi Memorial Prize for the 

Development and Practical Application of the Automatic Spiral pipeline Forming and Pipeline  

Rehabilitation Method. 

 

ANSBACH PROJECT 

The city of Ansbach, located in Southern Germany, is a region which has numerous historically  

valuable buildings. In addition, it is also an area with a high concentration of residential houses, 

meaning that neither traditional methods of excavation nor conventional trenchless methods could 

be used for the rehabilitation of an aged brick sewer, installed in 1936. 

SEKISUI SPR Europe proposed SPR™ to AWEAN. The Spiral-Wound product is based on the 

world’s first, unique concept of ‘composite with existing pipe’ to make effective use of the  

structural strength remaining in the existing pipe. It does not require stopping of the water flow  

during installation. Therefore it dramatically cuts construction time, costs and the impact on  

residents, society and the environment in surrounding areas, compared to methods that require  

excavation of roads. SPR™ offers various advantages and some of these were critical reasons as to 

why AWEAN decided to choose this Spiral-Wound technology for its pipeline renewal: 
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All of the winners awarded MLIT prizes. 

SEKISUI Chemical was one of two private 

companies who received the honour. 
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 It is a trenchless method allowing the  

protection of historical buildings unlike  

excavation methods 

 Materials can be carried into the pipeline 

through manholes allowing for minimum 

above-ground workspaces 

 The method can be used for non-circular 

shapes including complex egg-shaped brick 

pipes  

 The method negotiates bends 

 The method allows work to be carried out 

with on-going operation of the pipeline in 

residential areas 

 The method minimises the generation of 

waste thereby protecting historical and 

cultural districts 

 

THE REHABILITATION PROCESS 

After inspection and cleaning of the 220 m section of the 

sewer that needed to be rehabilitated, the winding  

machine was installed through a manhole into the host 

pipe.  

The winding machine wound the PVC profile to the 

required egg-shaped and interlocked the PVC profile 

strips to form a new watertight pipe.  

The intentional annular space, between the old and the 

new liner pipe, was filled with high-strength grout after the winding process. Tis gives the new pipe 

its required static strength characteristic.  

The rehabilitation project was successfully completed in July 2013 after a three-month  

construction period. Website: www.sekisuispr.com 
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The winding machine moves through 

the pipe by winding the PVC profile 

strip to a new watertight pipe.  
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MULTIPLE SUCCESSES FOR HERRENKENECHT  

TUNNELLING MACHINES 

T he construction of the Nant de Drance pump-

storage power plant in the Swiss canton of 

Valais is ground-breaking for the country's energy 

policy. The share of electricity from nuclear power 

plants is to be gradually replaced by electricity from 

renewable energy sources. The Nant de Drance 

pump-storage power plant will produce electricity 

from environmentally friendly hydropower from 

2017 onwards, serving at the same time as a giant 

energy storage unit. Three Herrenknecht machines 

are creating key installations for the underground 

infrastructure. 

Initially, Marti Tunnelbau AG excavated an  

access tunnel to the machine cavern located at 1,700 

m above sea level with a Herrenknecht Gripper 

TBM of 9,450 mm diameter. The tunnel is the only 

safe winter access to the system during the  

construction phase and the subsequent operations. 

The Gripper TBM proved its worth under the  

direction of Marti previously in the Lötschberg 

Base Tunnel project and the San Pedro railway  

project. 

Herrenknecht refurbished the Gripper TBM’s 

drive at the Schwanau plant and delivered new roof 

bolting systems and other spare parts for the large-

scale project on the high mountain jobsite. During 

excavation, the Swiss Herrenknecht subsidiary took over the refurbishment of the 17 in diameter 

disc cutters. The tunnel builders achieved peak performance at the end of October 2011 with 220 m 

of bored and secured tunnel in one week. At the beginning of September 2012, the tunnelling teams 

celebrated the breakthrough 600 m deep in the mountain after running 5.6 km through gneiss,  

greywacke and granite. 

In addition to the Gripper TBM, a Raise Boring Rig (RBR) from Herrenknecht is in operation on 

the Nant de Drance project. The RBR600VF is drilling two 424 m deep vertical penstocks. They 

connect the upper Vieux Émosson reservoir with the machine cavern. Marti Contractors Ltd.  

managed to complete the 381 mm diameter pilot borehole for the first shaft from the top down 

through rock with strengths of up to 150 MPa, with a best performance of up to 62 m/day. The 

reaming to 2,440 mm diameter started on November 14, 2012 and was successfully completed after 

only two weeks with a top daily performance of up to 33 m. The excavation of the second penstock 

(pilot borehole and reaming) with the RBR600VF is planned autumn 2013. 

The third machine that is currently cutting through the hard rock in Nant de Drance is the new 

Herrenknecht Shaft Drilling Jumbo. After its commissioning in April 2013, Östu-Stettin Hoch- und 

Tiefbau GmbH is now working downwards with the machine in two drilling and blasting rounds of 

2.5 m, each with 120 blast holes per day. The Drilling Jumbo will ream the shafts drilled by the 

RBR to a diameter of 8 m using conventional methods. 

The Nant de Drance pumped-storage power plant will be gradually put into operation from 2017 

onwards. Some 900 MW will then be quickly available within two minutes, especially in times of 

peak demand. As soon as more power than needed 

is available in the network, the turbines transport the 

water from the lower Émosson reservoir at 1,930 m 

above sea level into the upper Vieux Émosson  

reservoir at 2,225 m above sea level. The Swiss 

railway company SBB, which is a partner in the 

project, will acquire a portion of the energy  

generated in Nant de Drance to cover peak demand 

in the railway network. 
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Further to this project, other  

projects have also achieved successes. 

The unshakable will of clients,  

powerful construction companies and 

innovative tunnelling technology has 

made it possible to deal with even the  

greatest challenges in tunnel  

construction. This was demonstrated 

by the successful completion of  

tunnelling work at the Hallandsås 

Tunnel in Sweden. At the beginning 

of September 2013, tunnelling on one 

of the world's most complex and, due 

to the geological conditions, the most 

challenging tunnel projects was  

completed. In the Hallandsås Tunnel 

project, a Herrenknecht Multi-mode-

TBM cut through the last meters of 

rock to the target shaft and this  

second breakthrough marked a victory of the people and the innovative tunnelling technology  

involved against a particularly intractable mountain massif. After 8 years of unyielding tunnelling, 

this is a grand triumph for all those involved in the project. The mountain massif had proved to be 

invincible against other tunnel construction methods before.  

 Two high-tech Herrenknecht tunnel boring machines also completed an endurance test with gusto 

during long-distance tunnelling project through the Pyrenees. After a total of 8.2 km tunnelling 

through hard rock, the target line was reached with the final breakthrough in April 2013. The  

resulting cross-border tunnel project will be used for a high-voltage power line to connect the 

French and Spanish electricity networks with each other. Two Double Shield TBMs from  

Herrenknecht were ordered by the Franco-Spanish joint venture, consisting of the tunnelling  

specialists Eiffage and Dragados. The challenge was to create an ambitious tunnel project within a 

demanding timeframe. 

Finally, ‘Martina, the largest tunnel boring machine manufactured by Herrenknecht to date,  

finished a large-scale project in Italy with a final breakthrough. The EPB Shield with a diameter of 

15.55 m produced the shell of the dual-tube Sparvo Tunnel between Bologna and Florence in about 

two years which will relieve Autostrada A1 traffic in the future. Website: www.herrenknecht.com 
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The extensive back-up train of one of the TBMs on the 

Pyrenees power line project. 
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FLYING NOT UNDER NOT OVER HANGAR 61 AT  

LONDON LUTON AIRPORT  

T T-UK LTD was recently ap-

proached by Steve Marijewycz, 

Managing Director of Directional 

Drilling Services UK Ltd based in 

Bedford. Steve required the use of a 

GRUNDOMAT 130 soil displacement 

hammer, which was needed to carry 

out a tricky underground bore to lay a 

cable duct beneath the airport hangar 

apron at London Luton Airport.  

The cable duct bore required  

the accuracy and precision of the 

GRUNDOMAT hammer, which is 

derived from the spring loaded moving 

head, reciprocating chisel and multi-

cutter cone design.  

Steve Marijewycz said: “The GRUNDOMAT soil displacement hammer 

was the only mole available that would be able to penetrate and bore  

accurately through the existing engineering brick manhole”. Steve added: 

“Even though the bore distance was relatively short at 9 m, the accuracy 

required to break through the centre of the manhole was critical, as  

retrieval of the GRUNDOMAT due to an aborted bore was definitely not 

an option as this would have meant using open trenching techniques. This 

was not possible as the concrete apron had to be kept clear of obstructions at all times due to  

continuous aircraft movement”.  

The duration of the bore and direct installation of the cable duct was completed in just two hours 

to the satisfaction of the customer SDC Special Projects. Website: www.tt-uk.com 
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HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 
For General Information on Horizontal Directional Drilling click here 
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MULTIPLE LINING SUCCESSES FOR PERMA-LINER 

A mechanical contractor hired a 

plumber to clean drains at the 

Forepaugh’s restaurant, but attempts 

only enabled the restaurant to limp 

along until the next blockage episode. 

The contractor then called Grant  

Utilities, a local water and sewer  

utility contractor specialising in cured

-in-place pipe rehabilitations. 

Grant Utilities’ owner, Grant 

Engen, used a MyTana camera  

system to inspect the 4 in (100 mm) 

diameter cast iron lateral from a 

kitchen cleanout. At 11 ft (3.4 m), the 

camera revealed the problem. “The 

joint had failed where the lateral  

connected to the 6 in (150 mm) diam-

eter clay tile sewer,” he said. 

“Wastewater hitting the debris 

backed straight into the kitchen.” 

Although 12 ft (3.6 m) of rocky soil separated the joint from the enormous heating, ventilation, 

and air conditioning units above it, Engen speculated that vibrations from the machinery sifted  

material into the opening. The only feasible, economical solution was lining the lateral.  

“We measured the distance to the joint three times with the camera,” said Engen. “The short  

distance made calculations easier, but accuracy was still key. If we messed up, we were out of  

options, as there was no way to open-cut the pipeline.” 

Working mostly at night in sub-zero temperatures and wind chills, Engen and three technicians 

repaired the joint with a transition liner from Perma-Liner Industries, enabling patrons to again  

enjoy refined culinary dining experiences. 

During the week, Forepaugh’s opened at 5 p.m. Engen staged his equipment near the restaurant’s 

trash receptacles and HVAC enclosure. “Our plan was to access the lateral as it left the enclosure, 

then clean upstream,” he said.  

After breakers on the Case 590 Super M excavator bucket broke through the 42 in (1,066 mm) of 

frozen ground, operator Mike Boston dug a 8x10 ft shaft 12 ft deep (2.4x3 m shaft 3.7 m deep) pit 

and lowered a metal trench box. The unstable bottom of the pit made it necessary for Boston to  

suspended the box by chains. Workers then exposed the pipeline, then Brandon Hedlund and made a 

dry run with the inversion unit to guarantee that the delivery hose lined up with the host pipe.  

“We could not jet the pipe until after the restaurant staff finished cleaning up for the night,” said 

Engen. The crew returned at 11 p.m. with a portable MyTana jetter and a 32 ft (9.7 m) heated trailer 

with the Perma-Liner equipment. “We custom built the trailer because we needed more room to 

work,” said Engen. 

To illuminate the area, the excavator lights were utilised, mounted a light to the arm so it shined 

into the trench box, and lowered a 

trouble light into the hole. A gener-

ator mounted next to the trailer 

supplied power. 

Upon opening the lateral,  

Hedlund found the pipe in good 

shape after its two recent cleanings. 

He touched it up using a standard 

jetting nozzle. Meanwhile, Stan 

Odger covered the kitchen floor 

with tarpaulins to protect it from 

the snow and dirt on their boots, 

while Engen taped down the floor 
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The heated work truck used by Grant Utilities on the 

Forepaugh’s restaurant project. 

Setting up the inversion drum for 

the lining process to begin in sub

-zero temperatures 
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and sink drains to prevent the traps 

from spitting water when air was 

introduced into the host pipe.  

“With the drains sealed, air vents 

out the stack instead of making a 

mess,” said Engen. “We tried to  

minimise the time the staff would 

have to spend sanitising the kitchen 

after we left.” 

Inside the trailer, the team  

measured and cut the 20 ft (6 m) 

long 3 mm thick transition liner with 

4in (100 mm) and 6 in (150 mm) 

lengths sewn together. Because  

Perma-Liner does not have a resin 

applicable for sub-zero temperatures, 

Engen chose the closest match: the 

company’s cold weather resin with 

chemical reaction beginning at 

137oF (58oC). 

“Cold weather stresses everything,” said Engen. “When resins are shocked by the introduction of  

-2o air, it takes time for the chemicals to recover. Our biggest concern, however, was condensate 

developing in the air compressor, then freezing in the hoses.” 

Before wetting out the liner, the compressor was started, blown out, and kept running to prevent 

moisture build-up. “That way, when we hook the hoses to the inversion unit, we are getting full flow 

of air,” said Engen. 

After wetting out the liner and lubricating it with vegetable oil, the crew rolled it inside the  

inversion machine. “We work inside the trailer as long as possible to keep everything warm,” said 

Engen. “I was not worried about shortening out working time because it was so cold outside.” 

After stationing the air hoses by the hole, the crew rolled the inversion unit down the trailer ramp 

and wrestled it to the pit. Because of its depth, Hedlund tilted the unit downward, enabling Boston 

to line up the hose and pipe in the hole. They inverted the liner at 9 psi, stopping 6 in (150 mm) 

short of the cleanouts. Despite the cold, the yellow calibration tube rolled easily into the inverter, 

then inflated at 10 psi. The pressure was maintained while the resins cured. “Everything done  

outdoors in winter takes twice as much time as in summer, because the guys are wearing bulky 

clothes and cannot move as fast,” said Engen. “They also were unaccustomed to working off hours 

and at night.” Over the seven hours the liner remained inflated, the team took turns going into the pit 

to monitor the gauges and make sure everything was holding pressure. “Although the liner can feel 

firm where it is exposed, I do not know what is happening with the rest of it,” said Engen. “I err on 

the side of caution and always cure liners longer than the manufacturer’s recommended time.” 

In the morning, the calibration tube was removed and the liner connected to the sewer with a 

length of PVC pipe and Fernco rubber couplings. To fulfill the city’s requirement for a post  

inspection DVD, Hedlund inspected the liner from the kitchen where the cold could not affect the 

electronics. “It was a good effort,” said Engen. “We got them up and running without any further 

issues.” 

 

NEW ENGLAND PIPE RESTORATION 

Massachusetts natives, New England Pipe Restoration, helped with a US$25 million project taking 

place in Maine at the Cumberland County Civic Center. A local drain company, called Bernie 

Tessier from New England Pipe Restoration for this large job, which entailed relining a total of 250 

linear feet (76 m ) of 5 in (125 mm) diameter sewer pipe running underneath the building.   

The lower and upper sections of the hockey rink needed pipe rehabilitation. Considering the layout 

and working space conditions, the crew at New England Pipe Restoration encountered many  

challenging obstacles during this project. Phase two of this lining project did not give the crew much 

wiggle room to work, however, both lining jobs were a complete success! With a total of 250 linear 

feet and multiple 90o bends, this project was perfectly executed. Website: www.perma-liner.com 
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Installing the liner on the Cumberland County Civic 

Center project. 
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A ROCKY RIVER CROSSING IN THE SWISS ALPS 

S witzerland is famous not only for its scenic beauty 

but it also represents continuity and down-home 

pragmatism. Maybe that is due to the mighty natural rock 

formations that can be found in the Bernese Oberland. 

Such conditions are a significant technical challenge for 

any drilling rig.  

One such jobsite was located on the river Kander above 

the Blausee fish ponds, approximately 10 km from the 

village of Kandergrund, which is at an altitude of around 

1,000 metres. The Kander valley is very deep and narrow 

and runs across the Alpine mountain ridge in a west-east 

direction. Alternating layers of hard limestone and soft 

marl and clay are characteristic of the soil conditions 

found in the area. Moreover, blocky rocks from the  

Kander glacier have settled in the ground long ago in 

Earth’s history. Some of these rock blocks can be as big 

as a house. 

The major difficulty of this pipe project was the soil 

conditions and not the two 63 mm o.d. HDPE pipes that 

were being installed. Once installed, these HDPE pipes 

are to carry fibre optic cables that are being installed on 

behalf of Swisscom. 

The contract to complete the project was awarded to 

contractor Zemp from Wiggen in Switzerland. The five-

man bore crew has a lot of experience in the application 

of trenchless technologies having used three drilling rigs 

and two cable ploughs previously. On this project  

however, company boss Markus Zemp wanted to utilise 

and test the new GRUNDODRILL 18ACS drill rig which is especially suitable for alternating and 

rapidly changing rocky formations. 

The whole project was quite tricky, 

starting with the transport of the drilling 

rig to the site. Because the truck was  

unable to pass through a narrow street o 

the approach road, a tractor had to 

transport the tandem trailer carrying the 

drilling rig. Even then that did not work 

eventually and the drill rig had to be  

removed from the trailer and driven the 

last 100 metres to the bore start location 

under its own power. The same procedure 

had to be repeated with the Bentonite 

mixing system that supported the drilling 

rig. 

Once on site, the GRUNDODRILL 18 

ACS was positioned on the riverside and 

aligned towards the target area.  

Altogether some 156 metres had to be 

mastered and drilled beneath the river 

Kander. 

The 1.55 m long Rockbreaker which 

was used to establish the 6½ in diameter 

pilot bore is an integral part of the rock 

d r i l l i n g  e q u i p m e n t  o n  t h e  

GRUNDODRILL 18 ACS. It is driven 

and controlled by the outer drill tube of 

the twin tube drill rod assembly. The  

roller chisels positioned at the tip at an 
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angle of 1.75°, transfer a 

maximum torque of 

2,500 Nm at up to 350 

rpm via the inner tube of 

the twin drill rod which 

is quickly and firmly 

plugged together with 

t h e  p l u g - a n d - t u r n  

connection. The sonde 

mounted behind the  

roller chisels allows for 

detection and directional 

control of the bore  

almost right from the 

start.  

The average bore depth 

over the river crossing 

was 3 m, but ranged from 7 m to 8 m beneath the riverbed. Depth and position of the Rockbreaker 

were continuously monitored with a DCI F5 system and adjusted when required to maintain the  

necessary bore path. 

The bore had to be re-launched several times because the roller chisel was deflected at times when 

encountering boulders. “This is not an unusual occurrence and happens quite often.” said Markus 

Zemp, who was surprised by the bore rig’s smooth running and the low diesel consumption.  

He went on to say that he was also impressed by the easy-to-handle manual hydraulics for  

emergency operation and the low Bentonite consumption at 20 - 50 l/min, even at the height of the 

boring operation, reducing the cost of procuring, recycling and disposal of the drilling fluid. 

Pulling in of the HDPE carrier pipe was then merely a matter of form. Thanks to its large  

diameter, the pilot bore did not have to be upsized any further and the carrier pipe could be pulled in 

using a normal backreamer. Website: www.tracto-technik.com 
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The HDPE pipe string laid out awaiting installation. Inset: The start 

of pull-in operation. 
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DITCH WITCH® INTRODUCES THE RT120 QUAD 

T he Ditch Witch organisation recently 

introduced the RT120 Quad, a utility 

tractor with the power, heavy-duty frame 

and traction necessary for long installations 

of large-diameter pipe on the most  

challenging jobsites.  

The sturdy Ditch Witch RT120 Quad is 

built around an exceptionally heavy-duty 

undercarriage designed to withstand  

punishing ground conditions and provide 

years of reliable service. The frame is  

engineered to tilt, enabling the RT120 Quad 

to dig a vertical trench on uneven ground.  

The machine rides on a robust Quad Track 

System that provides outstanding stability 

and traction. Each track frame weighs 1,500 lb (680.4 kg) each (including track), giving the RT120 

Quad a lower centre of gravity for increased stability and drawbar, while the chevron-pattern tracks 

provide maximum traction in wet conditions and on slopes. The RT120 Quad also features a best-in-

class ground clearance of 15½ in (394 mm), enabling the machine to be more productive around bar 

ditches, creek beds and uneven terrain. 

Powering everything is a Deutz® diesel engine that adds to the machine’s long-term productivity. 

The four-wheel-drive RT120 Quad is equipped with a three-speed, shift-on-the fly transmission that 

enables the operator to quickly adjust to changing ground conditions, and standard rear steering that 

gives the RT120 Quad a tighter turn radius, resulting in better jobsite manoeuvrability. 

The RT120 Quad is as versatile as it is powerful, offering several attachments for a range of  

underground construction tasks, including a combination trencher/plow attachment, an individual 

plow, a backhoe, a reel carrier, two types of saw and two types of trencher attachments. Website: 

www.ditchwitch.com 
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PIPEHAWK AIMS AT NEW SAFETY HIGHS IN MARKETS  

ACROSS THE GLOBE 

F or many years PipeHawk has been an 

established name in the Ground 

Probing/Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) 

markets in the UK and Europe. Now the 

company is taking its knowledge,  

expertise and engineering skills into new 

markets around the world.  

As part of this push for global growth, 

alongside its established GPR systems 

such as e-Spade and its surface layer 

measuring system, e-Spott, the company 

is now expanding its range with what, 

according to the manufacturer, is one the 

most exciting and innovative new  

products to enter the excavation safety 

market, in many years. The e-Safe All Service Avoidance Tool. 

‘Cable’ Avoidance Tools have been a familiar site on construction sites around the world for  

decades and their widespread use, often enshrined by best practice, guidelines or legislation has no 

doubt resulted in a significant reduction of both workplace injuries and service strikes. They are, 

however, not without limitation. 

A Cable Avoidance Tool, as the name suggests, is designed to provide advance warning of the 

likely presence of live cables (and other services made of conductive material) immediately prior to 

excavation. Since the mid 1970’s however; thousands of metres of non-conductive Utility Pipe such 

as Asbestos, PVC, HDPE etc. have been installed below ground. On top of this (often literally) the 

recent exponential growth in telecommunications and the internet has introduced many thousands of 

miles of fibre optic services. These are all completely undetectable with a standard cable avoidance 

tool and under certain commonly found conditions, some electric cables, even though they may be 

live, can prove difficult to detect. Using its engineering skills and flair for innovation, PipeHawk has 

now developed a GPR based ‘All Service’ Avoidance system that will fill this glaring void in  

current best practice.  

 

e-SAFE 

Using the company’s time proven expertise with GPR technology as the base, PipeHawk’s  

engineers have created a device that is extremely portable and easy to use, yet does not require the 

operator to have any prior knowledge of GPR, output analysis or signal processing. The system is 

designed with a simple colour-coded output so that anyone who currently uses a cable avoidance 

tool should be capable of using it. The company even recommends that complimentary use of both 

technologies should be adopted as best practice.  

Alan Jones, Technical Sales Manager for PipeHawk plc 

said: “We have named our innovative new system e-Safe, 

which is short for electronic Service Avoidance For  

Everyone and we are confident this device will quickly be 

found to live up to its name, enabling any member of an 

excavation team to quickly highlight buried services that 

may otherwise not be found were they to use only  

traditional cable avoidance tools. With increasing numbers 

of gas and water mains being laid in plastic and abandoned 

but still live electric cables being left in-situ when no  

longer required, the need for a system that can highlight all 

buried services and not just those that produce a detectable 

field is becoming paramount, if only from the viewpoint of 

operator safety.” 

e-Safe is an ‘All Service’ Avoidance Tool because of its 

capability to detect buried services that traditional ‘Cable’ 
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Avoidance tools cannot detect. Its ease of operation comes from the 

design of the control system which comprises a module on the GPR 

unit that shows the operator a moving colour graphic scheme as the 

unit is traversed across the search site. A Red display indicates a 

definite target has been located which means excavation in that 

area should be avoided unless absolutely necessary and even then 

only with further careful investigation. If the screen displays an 

Amber colour there is potentially something buried at that point 

and could warrant avoidance of excavation altogether or further 

investigation by other means. If the screen output remains Green 

then no discernible hazard or anomaly has been detected. 

 

LIGHTWEIGHT MAPPING AND TRACING 

For those who require a more traditional GPR system, i.e. to locate 

services rather than just avoid them, there is also a new lightweight  

addition to the company’s popular e-Spade range. This  

development sold as e-Spade Lite brings low cost yet high quality 

GPR performance and high confidence Service Location capability to utility contractors across the 

world. The e-Spade Lite is an innovative combination of the original e-Spade’s capabilities crossed 

with the lightweight carriage and small footprint antenna of the new e-Safe system to provide a 

highly accurate and yet very lightweight and portable location and mapping system that may be used 

in more difficult access areas but can also provide data output to the same high-spec associated with 

the well-established e-Spade unit. 

Alan Jones commented: “With increasing emphasis on not only workforce safety but also public 

safety in both developed and developing countries worldwide, the need for new, safe technology and 

best practice operations grows daily. To help meet this demand, PipeHawk has developed the new  

e-Safe and e-Spade Lite systems. This along with our expansion into broader markets will enable us 

to establish new contacts and grow our dealership network outside our traditional Utility Detection 

specialists market”. Website: www.pipehawk.com 

 

 

ONE HUNDRED UP FOR DRILLINE 

D rilline Products delivered its 100th ground penetrating radar (GPR) 

this month into the UK market. Back in February 2007, Milton 

Keynes Surveys (MKS) was the first customer worldwide to take  

delivery of the IDS Detector DUO GPR system, so it seemed fitting for 

the survey company to be the recipient of the system that brings up  

Drilline’s centenary sale. 

MKS is now the biggest user of the Detector DUO system in the UK, 

David Rust, Managing Director said: “The DUO has helped us grow our 

business within the utility sector from scratch to where we are now.” The 

company currently has 5 systems. 

The IDS Detector DUO is specifically designed for on-site utility  

detection. The system is compact, easy to transport and deploy, and has 

the unique feature of dual frequency antenna at 250 MHz and 700 MHz, 

which provides the operator with both deep and shallow results  

simultaneous in real time on the same screen and locates the position of 

pipes and cables with a higher degree of accuracy. This feature also enables the operator to cover the 

survey area in a single scan without changing the antenna box to cover the same ground twice,  

increasing productivity. Because the DUO is a digitised system all the data is recorded for future 

editing and printing.  

Another recent development by IDS an upgrade to its post-processing software, which had only 

been available for use with larger array systems such as the RIS Hi-MOD. This is now available for 

the Detector DUO. The acquisition is done on site and the data collected is taken back or transferred 

to the office for post processing. The advanced IDS 3D software is used to process the data and  

extract the targets. Depending on the level of software purchased the processed data is then  

automatically transferred in AutoCAD or Microstation applications, ensuring the finished project is 

linked into the original data and conforms to the recently released TSA guidelines for levels 5 and 6 

utility surveys. This enables existing users of the IDS DUO to offer a fully integrated mapping  

service with the purchase of the IDS software. Website: www.drilline.com 
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DITCH WITCH® POWERHOUSE™ HD DIRT HOUSINGS RELEASED 

T he Ditch Witch  organisation has combined the 

best proven features of its current dirt  

housings with new, performance-enhancing  

benefits to create the innovative PowerHouse™ HD 

dirt housing line, making it, it is claimed, the most 

advanced, durable and productive housings on the 

market today. 

Heavy-duty PowerHouse HD dirt housings are 

exceptionally strong and offer extended battery life, 

patented electronic protection, a lid system that 

allows horizontal directional drilling contractors to 

adapt to downhole conditions, and other innovative 

features that combine to maximise productivity 

with every bore. Every PowerHouse HD dirt  

housing is designed to deliver increased uptime and more profit per metre.  

Providing superior protection for electronics was a primary goal in developing the PowerHouse 

HD dirt housing line. The housing’s electronic cavity for beacons and sondes is rotated to the 3 or 9 

o’clock position. This unique, side-load design creates a more durable housing - up to 25% stronger 

than top- or bottom-load housings. If the beacon or sonde gets overheated or plugged downhole, the 

PowerHouse HD housing’s exclusive, patented Beacon Buddy device melts to regain fluid flow, 

minimising damage to the electronics.  

The PowerHouse HD housing is equipped with a check valve system that minimises fluid loss and 

the time it takes to reach full pressure. The check valve also helps prevent plugging of the nozzles 

by eliminating backflow into the system. PowerHouse HD dirt housings feature recessed nozzles 

that are positioned to help the bits cut into the soil conditions with ease. A patented lid system offers 

the drill operator options to retain the lid in order to suit different drilling conditions: a two-bolt lid 

for easier conditions and a pinned lid for medium to hard soil conditions.    

PowerHouse HD dirt housings offer superior isolation for DCI® electronics, like all Ditch Witch 

electronics today. Isolators prevent battery arcing and dampen shock loads on electronics, saving 

wear and tear. The PowerHouse HD housing’s open cavity, slot placement and slot sizes are design 

features that help extend battery life, which minimises downtime and greatly improves productivity. 

Lab and field tests showed an increase of up to 22% more battery life than the competition.  

PowerHouse HD dirt housings are available in both Ditch Witch and Vermeer® bolt patterns to 

accommodate all dirt bits. Website: www.ditchwitch.com 

 

 

NEW TECHNICAL INNOVATIVE HYDROCUT MILLING ROBOT 
IBG Hydro-Tech GmbH recently announced the introduction of new versions of its world-renowned 

HydroCut Milling Robots with two technical innovations. The additional capabilities of the new 

robots include and endless swivel for the milling arm and a new 360o view camera. 

The company’s self-propelled milling robots, the HydroCut 150 and 200 have effectively been 

given a functional facelift. The milling arm is now equipped with a camera (480 TV lines  

resolution) that is able to rotate through a full 360o. Together with improved high resolution LED 

lighting, users will easily be able to view work locations more clearly giving a better perspective 

during the cutting/milling operation. This will make more precise work possible. 

Another development for the HydroCut systems is the newly designed hydraulic feed-through for 

high-pressure water of up to 250 bar (3,600 psi) with a slip ring on the milling arm. This  

improvement will expand the mobility because the milling arm now has the capacity to swivel  

endlessly without the need to reposition after a rotation is completed. Website:  

www.ibg-hydro-tech.de  
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U MOLE EXPANDS SUCTION EXCAVATION OPTIONS 

U  Mole (a division of Vp plc) is 

pleased to announce the launch of 

the latest MTS Suction Excavation  

system into the U.K. and Ireland markets. 

Known, by what in the industry is  

becoming a generic for this type of  

machine, the MTS CITYSUCKER, is a 

new design of suction excavation  

equipment that is suitable for mounting to 

a MAN TGL 12.250 12 tonne twin axle 

chassis or other suitable alternatives. 

The new compact CitySucker  

excavation unit can be supplied in  

various formats including: 

a) MTS Single high performance fan 

system which offers: 

 The MTS F 25,000.00 fan 

with an air flow volume of 

up to 25,000 m3/h and a negative pressure of up to 17,000 Pa with fan blade wheels 

made of high abrasion proofed steel, including the coupling 

 Turbine power of 110 kW 

 Integrated FES (Fuel Economy System) 

 A central lubrication system for the turbines 

 A drive powered by an intermediate gear transfer box 

b) MTS Single high performance, ‘high speed’ fan which offers: 

 The MTS F 32,000.00 fan with an air flow volume of up to 32,000 m3/h and a  

negative pressure of up to 22,000 Pa, again with fan blade wheels made of high  

abrasion proofed steel, including the coupling 

 Turbine power of 120 kW 

This system also includes, as above, the Integrated FES (Fuel Economy System), Central  

lubrication system for turbines and a drive powered by an intermediate gear transfer box, as does the 

third unit option: 

c) The MTS Twin 710 mm diameter high performance fans which offer: 

 Twin MTS F 22,000.00 fans with an air flow volume of up to 21,000 m3/h and a  

negative pressure of up to 28,000 Pa with fan blade wheels made of high abrasion 

proofed steel, including the coupling 

 Turbine power 120 kW 

As well as these various options, the units also have twin circuit hydraulic systems that operate the 

boom and compressor that utilises hydraulicoil HLP 46. The belt driven, oil cooled compressed air 

system uses a rotary compressor for up to 7 bar air pressure with 4 m3/min air flow. There are 2 

(two) oiled and non-oiled air tool connections at the rear of the vehicle. 

The unit’s spoil system has a 2 m3 capacity and is a hydraulically operated rear tipping spoil  

hopper. A water valve is available in the hopper if required and the hopper can tip to ground or into 

bags. 

The full telescopic suction boom arm has a fully hydraulic opening and tipping operation that can 

be used with a fully proportional radio control unit. The boom swivels through 180o and extends to 

2.8 m. On units with a single fan there is a 250 mm diameter hose and with the twin fan set up the 

hose is 200 mm diameter. 

The unit also offers a dust free filtration system, using 3-stage self-cleaning. Known as the MTS 

High capacity filter system fitted (EU Patent) the system comprises: 

 3 stage MTS high capacity filter system with automatic electronically controlled pulse 

jet filter cleaning system 

 98% Physical separation of suction material before filters 

 125 m2 fine filter area with washable polymer filter 

 The Filter chamber empties when tipped 

The MTS CitySucker is also equipped with an exhaust silencer and numerous well located and 

easy access storage boxes and frames. 

The control system is easy to operate and the electrical controls utilise: 

 Electrical control with SPC/PLC technology 
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 Remote diagnostics of entire controller for fast fault  

location 

 Plain text error display as standard 

 Integrated SIM card and unlimited time 

The unit is also supplied with various tools and support equipment 

including a Suction hose cleaner, Air Lance, Greasing device and an 

Air Spade. In terms of economy the fuel system is set up to utilise both 

red and white diesel for economic operation both during transport to 

and from site and during site operation. Using a built-in twin tank fuel 

system the unit operation switches automatically between white and 

red diesel use when the hand brake is closed or opened. 

Commenting on the addition of the new MTS CitySucker unit to the 

company’s range, Frank Gowdy, U Mole Sales and Marketing Director 

said: “The MTS CitySucker is a neat, compact unit for use in tighter 

urban situations and limited access sites where our larger excavation 

units might find difficulty operating or manoeuvring. So, it is a  

significant expansion in the suction excavation options we now have on offer. This very  

manoeuvrable, quiet and yet highly productive system will enable our clients, both on the hire side 

or as purchased equipment, to complete jobs that they may not otherwise have been able to attempt, 

and all whilst causing minimum disruption to the local area, its population and the environment.” 

 

EQUIPMENT RANGE 

U Mole is the direct factory UK and Ireland distributor for Earth Tool equipment offering the  

company’s full range of products for trenchless installation and pipeline replacement. This range 

includes impact moles (earth piercing tools), pipe ramming hammers, twin capstan winches, static 

rod pipe bursting systems and the portable cable-based, hydraulic pipe burster range.  

U Mole also supplies a full and extensive range of trenchless and limited dig equipment including: 

Suction/vacuum excavation systems (including various other MTS systems alongside Vac-Tron 

systems) and surface coring equipment for the ‘Keyhole’ excavation of utilities and services with 

minimum disruption to the local area and minimum damage to the buried service. Other trenchless 

related equipment available includes the market leading Robbins SBU equipment, Pipe to Site 

coiled pipe trailer range, pipe fusion systems, Reed Tools and a complete range of accessories such 

as Cobra flexible rodding, towing heads, cable socks, pipe pigs, swivels, breakaway connectors etc. 

Website: www.umole.co.uk 
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UKSTT News 
NEW MEMBERS 

UKSTT would like to welcome its latest Corporate Members which are: 

 Canusa Systems, a division of ShawCor UK Ltd  

 Exjet Services 

 

UKSTT 20th Annual Dinner & Awards Ceremony – SAVE THE DATE 

Come along and help the UKSTT celebrate 20 years of trenchless technology in style on Friday 

16 May 2014. Already confirmed as sponsors are H5O and U Mole, a division of Vp plc. If you 

would like to join them in sponsoring these prestigious awards then please contact Lynn  

Maclachlan on 01926 330935 or email: admin@ukstt.org.uk 

Could your project be a winner? UKSTT is now accepting entries for the Awards which are open 

to any project, large or small, that was carried out between 1 January 2013 and 31 December 2013. 

 

UKSTT AGM 

The UKSTT AGM took place on Thursday 19 September 2013 at its offices in Leamington Spa. The 

AGM saw Russell Fairhurst (right in picture) complete his two year tenure as Chairman. The new  

Chairman of UKSTT, Ian Ramsay (left in picture), was voted in unanimously by those present. The new 

UKSTT Vice Chairman was voted in as Ian Vickridge, previously chairman of the Hong Kong Society 

for Trenchless Technology. 

 

UKSTT AT ISTT AT NO DIG DOWN UNDER 

The UKSTT was represented at the ISTT Annual Meeting by Russell Fairhurst, Chairman and Ian 

Ramsay, Vice Chairman. The Annual Meeting saw a number of the ISTT Executive Committee stand 

down, including UKSTT Council Member and past Chairman, Norman Howell. In order to stand for the ISTT ESC nominated 

people need to have been a Chairman of a National Affiliated Society. One of the successful candidates voted onto the ESC was 

Ian Vickridge, past Chairman of the Hong Kong Society and new Vice-Chairman of the UKSTT. 

 

UKSTT EVENT 

NO-DIG Roadshow 17 October 2013 – hosted by Transport for London 

UKSTT is pleased to advise that, together with Westrade, it is organising a half day NO-DIG ROAD 

SHOW-style event on Thursday 17 October 2013. The event is hosted by Transport for London and will be 

held at its conference facilities in Southwark, London. The presentations will commence at 2.30 p.m.,  

concluding at 5.30 p.m. In addition to the pre-start networking time, there will be a mid afternoon break 

which will provide opportunities for further networking with delegates. In addition to TfL personnel, 

UKSTT will be targeting London Boroughs and utilities. 

After this event, the Underground Mapping Association (UMA) is holding an evening seminar from 6.30 – 8.30 p.m.  and as 

UKSTT believes that there will be delegates interested in both meetings, it will be collaborating with UMA to promote each oth-

ers events to target audiences.   

 

JOINT UKSTT/PIG EVENING SEMINAR SESSION 

The UKSTT is holding a joint evening seminar session with the Midland Branch of the Pipeline Industry Guild. This event will 

highlight the winners and short-listed entrants into the UKSTT Annual Awards held in April 2013. It is taking place on 4  

December 2013. For more information please contact admin@ukstt.org.uk or 01926 330935. 

 

NO DIG LIVE 2014 

The organiser of the biennial NO-DIG LIVE exhibition and live demonstrations has announced the 12th event in this series 

which will be held at Peterborough Arena, between 16 and 18 September 2014. Peterborough Arena, at the East of England 

Showground and offers an ideal combination of facilities required for NO-DIG LIVE, with state of the art indoor exhibition space 

with adjacent demonstration grounds and first class seminar accommodation. The venue also offers free car parking, free wi-fi 

and a wide range of nearby hotels.   

 “NO-DIG LIVE is an unrivalled shop window for trenchless technology.” commented Caroline Prescot, Managing Director of 

organisers Westrade Group Ltd. “This event regularly brings together the cream of the industry to review the very latest products 

and techniques. The live demonstrations are a huge draw, not only for home visitors, but we have also seen an increasing number 

of international engineers who travel to the UK to see machinery in action. It is vital to have the best combination of facilities 

required for the various aspects of this event and we are confident that Peterborough Arena will rise to the challenge.”  

The 2014 programme continues the popular ‘Business Briefing’ programme held daily from 0800 until the opening of the exhi-

bition at 1000. Visitors are invited to sign up free of charge and join the debate on the changing daily topic. Live demonstrations 

of equipment showing a variety of trenchless techniques are carried out throughout the day, many of which are on request, while 

others are included in a timetable in order that visitors can plan their day accordingly. Website: www.nodiglive.co.uk 
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TTUS POST SHOW FEEDBACK 

T he recent successful China International 

Trenchless Exhibition (TTUS) 2013 was 

held at Guangzhou, China between May 9 and 

11, 2013, in conjunction with China International 

China International Water Supply and Sewerage 

& Municipal Pipeline Exhibition. More than 50 

outstanding companies from home and abroad 

gathered at the event, which included Goodeng, 

Shenzhen Drilling Construction Machinery Co., 

Ltd, Shenzhen Hongjian Machinery Co., Ltd, 

Nanjing Dilong No-Dig Engineering Co., Ltd, 

CHTC JOVE HEAVY INDUSTRY CO.,LTD, 

PRIME DRILLING GmbH, Leidi Ltd and many 

more. Visitors to the event rabnge from ‘locals’ 

from China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, to those from 

the United States, South Korea, Germany, France, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom, and other 

countries and regions. 

Thanks should also be given to all for the support particularly from exhibitors and buyers,  

especially international organisations that made TTUS such a success. These thanks must include 

China Municipal Engineering Association and China Guangdong Society of Trenchless Technology, 

Underground Infrastructure Magazine, Green Trenchless Construction, GSTT, Malaysia Society for 

Trenchless Technology, Pakistan Construction and Quarry, Colombia chamber of commerce in  

China and more. 

 Some 48 local exhibitors and 5 international exhibitors entertained 1,623 show visitors including: 

 58%  Municipal pipeline construction companies 

 25%  Manufactures, Agents, Dealers and Traders.  

 6.5%  Equipment rental and maintenance company  

 2%   Department of municipal administration, managers, and maintenance.  

 1%   The service delivery agency: designing institute, planning institute.  

 0.5%   Universities, Vocational Schools and Scientific Research Institutions 

The International Municipal Forum was the focus for most of the exhibitors and buyers. The  

forum provided local visitors with a good platform to obtain more information about these  

municipal and technology options from around the world. The speakers at the forum included those 

from China, New Zealand, Australia, Malaysia, and others. 

The next event, China International Trenchless Technology & Tunnel and Underground Space 

Equipment Exhibition  (TTUS 2014) has been confirmed for March 1 to 3, 2014 at the Import and 

Export Fair Pazhou Complex. Website: www.china-mete.com/sd 

 

 

SBWWI INTELLIGENT NETWORKS LEAKAGE AND METERING 

WORKSHOP AND CONFERENCE 

N ow in it’s 14th year, the 

SBWWI Leakage and  

Metering Conference being held 

between 3 and 4 December 2103 at 

C h e s f o r d  G r a n g e  H o t e l ,  

Kenilworth, Nr Leamington Spa, is 

not to be missed.  The theme will 

continue on from last year’s  

successful event and will address 

further issues around ‘Intelligent Networks’. The event will start with a half day workshop on 

‘Supply pipe ownership and leakage’, before a conference dinner in the evening and then a full 

day’s seminar on intelligent networks.   

The workshop Chaired by Nigel Martin of Wessex Water on supply pipe ownership will look at 

the opportunities and challenges arising from supply pipes, their ownership and management, and 

will cover subjects on leakage measurement and quantification, the impact of metering on supply 

pipe leakage, insuring supply pipes, and detecting leaks on supply pipes.  Break out groups will then 

discuss the following topics: 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

 

© 2013 NoDig Media Services 

SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Name for website access 

Westrade 

Westrade Group Ltd is an 
independent company  

specialising in trade exhibition 

and conference organisation. 
Events include the 

'TRENCHLESS ' and  

'NO-DIG' series across Europe, 
the Middle East, Asia and 

Africa. 

Amongst the trade stands at TTUS 2013. 

http://www.china-mete.com/sd
http://www.westrade.co.uk/html/fr_trenchless.html


 Workshop 1 - Quantifying 

the challenge 

 Workshop 2 – Find and Fix 

 Workshop 3 – Designing it 

out 

 Workshop 4 – What’s in the 

ground? 

Confirmed participation to date  

includes: 

 Nigel Martin, Wessex Water 

- Chairman 

 Alan Tripp, Severn Trent 

Water 

 Rob Warren and Alan  

Cunningham, Tynemarch 

Services 

 Andy Godley, WRc 

 Howard Snowden, Jersey 

Water 

 Steve Leigh, Groundbreaker 

Systems 

 David Morris, Kobus  

Services 

 Richard Ingham, Ferret 

Technology 

The full day Conference Chaired by 

Glenn Mountfort of South Staffs Water, 

will go on to discuss Intelligent Networks 

from source to tap.  

In the first two sessions we will hear 

from the regulators, water companies and 

suppliers about some of the issues, uses and on-going work relating to data from water networks. 

The afternoon session will then focus on ‘Smarter Information’ and will discuss advances and new 

initiatives in data management. Confirmed participation to date includes: 

 Glen Mountfort, South Staffs Water - Chairman 

 Trevor Bishop, Environment Agency 

 Alison Maydom & Graham Lott, DEFRA 

 Jeremy Heath, Sutton & East Surrey Water 

 Mikal Willmott & Steve Tooms, Severn Trent Water 

 David Kenny, TaKaDu 

 Tom Holdsworth, Control Point & AMEY Severn Trent Team 

 Keith Ponsonby, Callidus 

 Darren Oliviero-Priestnall, Red Skies Software 

 Stephen Pattenden, Smarter Homes 

 Ian Wilkinson, Home Builders Federation 

 Simon Langley, Balfour Beatty Utility Solutions 

Delegates can stay overnight at the Chesford Grange Hotel, enjoy an excellent meal and grasp the 

opportunity to network with Water Company and supplier personnel in a relaxed atmosphere.  

Further networking opportunities will be available during the registration and refreshment breaks, 

when delegates will also be able to visit the exhibition area. 

 

EXHIBITION OPPORTUNITIES 

An exhibition area in the Grange Bar will run alongside the workshop, dinner and conference with 

exhibition opportunities available at very competitive rates. 

Exhibition stands are available at £500.00+VAT which includes an exhibition stand, plus one free 

delegate place at the Workshop and one free delegate place at the Conference (dinner and  

accommodation are not included).  

Exhibitors are also invited to nominate one water company representative to attend the workshop 

and conference free of charge (dinner and accommodation are not included). Website: 

www.sbwwi.co.uk 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
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ISTT ANNOUNCES THE 2014 SUMMIT  PROGRAMME 

T he ISTT SUMMIT programme for 2014 has been announced with events scheduled to take 

place in Vietnam and the Philippines in March, followed by Korea in July. 

This announcement follows the successful conclusion of the 2013 programme held in Bangkok, 

Manila, New Delhi and Colombo. 

The programme is designed to increase education on trenchless technology, primarily in parts of 

the world where no ISTT affiliated society is based. The programme incorporates the ISTT  

Trenchless Technology Masterclass including in depth presentations on specific technologies  

presented by international experts, Dr Sam Ariaratnam and Dr Dec Downey – both Past Chairmen 

of ISTT. In addition, case study presentations complementing the Masterclass will be presented by 

suppliers who will present experiences of using the techniques on job sites and highlighting the 

challenges and success stories in a variety of geological conditions. 

The 2013 programme attracted more than 600 delegates from 329 organisations. “We are  

delighted with the recent success of the ISTT SUMMIT series.” commented Sam Ariaratnam,  

immediate Past Chairman of ISTT. “These countries which are not currently supported by local 

trenchless technology societies are extremely receptive to our educational programme and we are 

looking forward to meeting industry colleagues in these three new locations.” 

The success of the SUMMITs has also been due to the sponsorship by industry suppliers who have 

taken the opportunity to join the programmes to introduce products to government and utility  

organisations attending the events. Website: www.westrade.co.uk 

 

 

TRENCHLESS ASIA 2014 – SPACE SELLING FAST 

T RENCHLESS ASIA 2014 is the 7th event in this 

series and for the second time, will be held within 

Singapore International Water Week (SIWW), between 

2 and 4 June 2014. 

Such was the success of the co-location with SIWW in 

2012 that organisers of TRENCHLESS ASIA are  

reporting that repeat bookings for 2014 have already 

almost filled the available space. 

TRENCHLESS ASIA has established a reputation for 

attracting an extremely high quality audience of  

engineers looking for solutions to minimise disruption 

to the travelling public while new installation and  

essential maintenance works are undertaken to repair 

underground utilities. The co-location with SIWW, 

which attracted some 19,000 visitors from 104 countries 

in 2012, has expanded the interest to a new audience of global leaders from the public and private 

sectors looking to expand their knowledge and expertise of innovative techniques and products 

which trenchless technology can deliver.  

“We are delighted with the high take up of repeat bookings at this early stage.” commented Paul 

Harwood, TRENCHLESS ASIA’s Show Director. “The show has a very strong following from  

engineers wishing to keep up to date with technology and they are assured an excellent display of 

the latest equipment presented by the cream of the international industry.” 

In addition to individual exhibits, TRENCHLESS ASIA 2014 has already received reservations 

for national pavilions from Singapore, Germany and China. Website: www.westrade.co.uk 

 

 

UKSTT CHALLENGES TRANSPORT FOR LONDON  

T he 2013 NO-DIG ROAD SHOW programme kicks off with an afternoon 

seminar to be held at Transport for London’s conference facilities in  

Southwark on Thursday 17 October. Keynote speaker is Mark Beasley, Head of 

Planned Interventions within the Traffic Directorate of TfL where he leads on the 

management and coordination of all planned highway authority works on the TfL 

Road Network, with the goal to minimise disruption to all road users. 

Entitled ‘The Trenchless Challenge’ the programme will focus on issues relevant to engineering 

works being carried out in London and will include case studies to illustrate the benefits of using 

trenchless technology in the capital.  
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Chairman of UKSTT, Ian Ramsay, will present an overview of the many technologies utilised 

around the UK. Dec Downey, Past Chairman of ISTT will give an overview of the significant cost 

and congestion reductions that can be achieved by utilising trenchless techniques. Julian Britton, 

Rehabilitation Manager at Wessex Water will report on experiences of excavation avoidance and 

CO2 reductions.   

The second part of the programme will cover innovations including:  

 3D utility mapping using Ground Probing Radar 

 Keyhole technologies using vacuum excavation techniques 

 Innovative drainage solutions  

Exhibiting companies that will be on hand to display their products include: 

 Buckhurst Plant Hire 

 Cat Surveys Group  

 Dyno-Rod 

 McAllister Bros Ltd 

 Naylor Drainage Ltd 

 T A Drilling (Sales) Ltd 

 U Mole – A division of Vp plc 

 UKDN Waterflow Plc 

 UKSTT 

 Vac-Ex Ltd 

Registration to attend the seminar programme is £30 + VAT. All enquiries should be made to the 

organiser Westrade Group Ltd. Website: www.westrade.co.uk 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NO-DIG  MADRID 2014 LAUNCHED  

AT SYDNEY SHOW 

T he ISTT's 32nd International 

No-Dig Conference and 

Exhibition is to be held in  

Madrid, Spain between 13 and 15 

October 2014.  

The announcement was made at 

the closing ceremony of this 

year’s International No-Dig show 

in Sydney by Angel Ortega,  

President of the Iberian Society 

for Trenchless Technology 

(IbSTT), host of the 2014 

event. The venue is the  

prestigious IFEMA Convention 

Centre in Madrid, Spain. 

Mr Ortega presented some  

lively videos to demonstrate the 

diversity of Spain’s culture to be 

found in Madrid while delegates 

collected and experimented with 

souvenir castanets advertising 

International No-Dig 2014. 

The Madrid show next year marks the very first ISTT event to be held in Spain. The IbSTT was 

formed in 1995 and today its membership comprises some 50 companies. It has an active Board and 

membership whose work to promote the use of trenchless technology has resulted in gaining  

significant respect and influence in the Iberian market.  

UK based Westrade Group is the appointed organiser of International No-Dig 2014. The company 

has 28 years experience of arranging trenchless technology events around the world. Already 

Westrade are reporting a high level of bookings, including national pavilions from Germany and 

China. Website: www.nodigmadrid.com 
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2013 
October 1  

No Dig Turkey 2013 Conference and Exhibition - Istanbul, 

Turkey. 

Details from: www.nodigturkey.com  
 

October 1-3 

ICUEE 2013 - Kentucky, USA 

Details from: www.icuee.com 
 

October  3-4 

NSTT No Dig Event 2013 - Expo Haarlemmermeer, The 

Netherlands 

Details from: www.no-dig-event.nl 
 

October 17 

No-Dig Road Show - London, UK. 

Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 

October 23-24 

Underground Construction 2013 - London, UK. 

Details from: www.tunnellingshow.com 
 

December 3-4 

SBWWI Intelligent Networks Leakage and Monitoring 

Workshop and Conference 2013 - Kenilworth, UK. 

Details from: www.sbwwi.co.uk 

 
2014 

March 1-3 

China International Trenchless Technology &Tunnel and 

Underground Space Equipment Exhibition (TTUS 2014) - 

Guangzhou, China. 

Details from: www.china-mete.com/sd 
 

April 8-10 

VI International Conference ‘Trenchless Technologies’ 

NO-DIG POLAND 2014 - Kielce-Cedzyna, Poland. 

Details from: www.nodigpoland.tu.kielce.pl 
 

3-6 June 

International Trade Fair and Conference for Trenchless 

Techologies NO-DIG Moscow - Moscow, Russia  

Details from: www.nodig-moscow.ru 
 

3-6 June 

CityPipe 2014 - International Trade Fair ‘Piping Systems 

for Municipal Infrastructure: Construction, Diagnostics, 

Repair and Operation - Moscow, Russia  

Details from: www.citypipe.ru 
 

July 29-30 

NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA Conference and Exhibition - 

Pretoria, South Africa. 

Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 

September 16-18 NOTE NEW VENUE 

No-Dig Live 2014 - Peterborough, UK  

Details from: www.nodiglive.co.uk 
 

October 13-15 

International No-Dig 2014 - Madrid, Spain 

Details from: www.nodigmadrid.com 
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