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HOBAS JACKING PIPES FOR DENVER PROJECT

H

OBAS Pipe USA has recently
shipped 122 m of DN 3000 CC-GRP
jacking pipes to Denver, Colorado, USA
for installation on the ‘33rd Street Outfall
Project’ which will soon be getting
underway. The City and County of
Denver chose HOBAS to supply the
crossings in this large-scale stormwater
sewer project. Thanks to their high
strengths, HOBAS CC-GRP Pipes are
able to withstand the heavy rail and
highway loads that are expected to be
encountered by the pipes once in the
ground. They will serve as the casing and HOBAS DN 3000 CC-GRP jacking pipes on route to
carrier pipes at two locations where the Denver.
pipeline will cross under the Union
Pacific Rail Road and the Regional Transportation District Commuter Rail Tracks. Website:
www.hobas.com

FUTURE WATER ASSOCIATION/SHEFFIELD WATER CENTRE
PARTNERSHIP

T

he challenges faced by the UK water sector are
being met head on by the Future Water Association
(FWA) as it announces a formal partnership with the
Sheffield Water Centre at the University of Sheffield.
Both organisations have a clear goal of futureproofing the sector with innovative thinking and
practical solutions and creating a formal partnership is
the logical way forward to not only benefit the Future
Water Associations’ members, but the water sector as whole.
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Sheffield’s highly collaborative and innovative approach to meeting the challenges faced by the
water sector over the coming years made them an obvious partner for the Future Water Association
which is itself dedicated to promoting innovation within the supply Chain.
Alastair Moseley, Chair of the Association’s ‘Innovation Steering Group’ said: “The leadership
demonstrated by Sheffield in promotion of innovation and R&D in our sector led us to the firm
conclusion that they were an organisation that we should be working with. The recent grant award
of £3.9 million from the EPSRC for the development the TWENTY65 research consortium
involving 6 universities and 26 companies further demonstrates their leading position in driving the
future development of our sector.”
As part of this collaboration, the 120+ member companies of the Future Water Association will
have the opportunity to participate in ‘Thought Leadership Clubs’. Launched in March 2015, these
are multi-disciplinary consortiums working with innovators from a variety of industries and
perspectives to find novel solutions for water challenges. This partnership will allow members to
work closely with researchers and take advantage of the R&D facilities in Sheffield, an exciting
opportunity as the Water Centre has ambitious plans to develop and extend these facilities to include
a new pipe infrastructure facility comprising a containment chamber in which infrastructure
elements (water pipes, sewer pipes/chambers) and their interaction with natural artefacts such as soil
layers and voids can be studied.
Martyn Hopkinson, Chairman of the Future Water Association, commented: “With the future
challenges faced by our industry ever pressing, all stakeholders need to be even more innovative in
their approach. The recent major flooding events have exacerbated these challenges and the
opportunity for collaboration with academia, water companies and the supply chain is something the
Future Water Association will embrace on behalf of our members and for the benefit of society as
we seek to protect our most valuable resource for future generations.”
Professor Joby Boxall, University of Sheffield, stated: “TWENTY65 is an exciting opportunity to
take a radical look at what urban water systems could and should be. Working closely across the
water sector will be key to generating a genuine shared vision for this”. Dr. Vanessa Speight,
University of Sheffield, added: “We are excited to partner with the Future Water Association and
their members to grow our collaboration with the water industry supply chain. These companies are
the implementers of innovation and therefore are vital players in transforming our water systems to
meet future challenges”. Website: www.futurewaterassociation.com
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TT TECHNOLOGIES LAUNCHES NEW RESPONSIVE WEBSITE

T

T Technologies recently launched its new
comprehensive trenchless website. The fully
responsive design allows users to view and interact with
the website from mobile devices including tablets and
smartphones. Trenchless contractors and engineers are
able to get information on trenchless tools, methods and
parts and accessories on their mobile device directly from
the jobsite.
The site contains photographs, illustrations and
animations of trenchless methods and applications
including pipe bursting, pipe ramming, horizontal boring,
lateral replacement and directional drilling. It is also
designed to be an extensive trenchless pipe replacement
resource for contractors, engineers and municipalities. In The new TT Technologies website
addition to method descriptions and equipment home page.
specifications, the site contains numerous case studies
describing actual trenchless projects. Website: www.tttechnologies.com

AEGION ANNOUNCES SEVERAL ACTIONS TO ENHANCE
FUTURE GROWTH

A

egion Corporation recently announced several actions to deliver
sustainable growth and address the market realities in the North
American energy markets. Management will host a conference call on
January 5, 2016 to discuss these strategic actions in more detail
beginning at 10:30 A.M. eastern standard time. (Listen-only, Toll free: 877 312 8824; Listen-only,
Toll: +1 408 940 3830 - Confirmation Code: 17958085)
Charles R. Gordon, Aegion’s President and Chief Executive Officer, said: “In today’s challenging
business environment, we are continually evaluating our exposure to the end markets we serve. To
that end, we announced an investment in our capabilities to rehabilitate pressure pipelines for water
and wastewater applications by acquiring Underground Solutions, Inc., an established provider of a
patented fusible PVC technology, and to improve Fyfe’s global reach by acquiring the remaining
international rights from Fyfe Group, LLC. In addition, we are divesting our equity stake in
Corrosion Protection’s Canadian pipe coating joint venture, downsizing Energy Services’ operations
in Central California’s upstream market and implementing a plan to reduce annual operating
expenses across Aegion.”
ADDING CAPABILITY
Aegion has executed a definitive agreement to acquire Underground Solutions, Inc. for US$85
million in cash and expects to close the transaction during the first quarter of 2016. The Company
will separately pay for the discounted value of tax benefits (estimated today to be approximately
US$5 million) associated with Underground Solutions’ net operating loss carry forwards at closing.
Aegion will fund a substantial portion of the purchase price with existing cash and the remainder
from borrowings against the Company’s line of credit. Aegion expects the transaction to be
accretive to 2016 GAAP earnings per share with revenues of approximately US$50 million and
operating margins in excess of 10%. Several key members of Underground Solutions’ senior
management, who average more than 20 years of industry experience, will join Aegion to form an
expanded team dedicated to trenchless rehabilitation of existing pressure pipelines.
Underground Solutions’ patented fusible polyvinyl chloride (PVC) products focus on the
rehabilitation of pressure pipelines, primarily in North America. Underground Solutions uniquely
complements Infrastructure Solutions' existing pressure pipe rehabilitation technologies
InsituMain®, InsituGuard® and Tyfo®/Fibrwrap® and increases Aegion’s presence in the pressure
pipe market to nearly US$90 million in annual revenues.
“We are pleased to have Underground Solutions join Aegion.” Mr. Gordon commented. “Our
market research suggests assembling a portfolio of technologies is the right strategy to establish a
leading position in the North American pressure pipe rehabilitation market. We believe the
combination of Underground Solutions’ patented PVC technologies with our Insituform ® and
Tyfo®/Fibrwrap® technologies will allow us to strengthen our position in this attractive market by
offering our customers a broader portfolio of solutions.”
In a separate action to continue the recent momentum in the Fyfe business, the Company signed a
definitive agreement with Fyfe Group, LLC to acquire the legal rights to products, contract
installation, intellectual property and licensing agreements in key international markets not
previously purchased by Aegion for approximately US$3 million. The transaction is expected to
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close during the first quarter of 2016 and will allow the Company to expand third party product
sales across 72 countries in Europe, Africa and the Middle East.
REDUCING EXPOSURE IN UPSTREAM MARKET
Following a recent assessment of its energy-related businesses, Aegion concluded the persistent low
price of oil is expected to create market challenges for the foreseeable future and that the high-cost
upstream oil markets it serves in California and Canada will be particularly difficult as customers
further reduce expenditures in 2016. In light of expectations for a prolonged low oil price
environment, Aegion will reduce its exposure in the North American upstream market by
approximately US$100 million in annual revenues through two specific actions. First, Aegion has
entered into a definitive agreement to sell its 51 percent interest in Bayou Perma-Pipe Canada, Ltd, a
pipe coatings company in Western Canada, to its joint venture partner MFRI, Inc. for approximately
US$9 million. Aegion expects the transaction to close during the first quarter of 2016. Second, the
Company will downsize Energy Services’ upstream operations in Central California due to reduced
customer demand while continuing to support the remaining customers in the region with its highquality services and industry leading safety programs.
The Company will also implement a restructuring plan approved by Aegion’s Board of Directors
to reduce consolidated annual expenses by approximately US$15 million, most of which will be
realized in 2016. The restructuring will reposition Energy Services’ upstream operations in
California, right-size the Corrosion Protection platform to compete more effectively and reduce
corporate and other operating expenses. Management intends to complete the cost reductions and
record a majority of an estimated US$7 to US$9 million in pre-tax charges, most of which are cash
charges, during the first quarter of 2016. The pre-tax charges primarily consist of employee
severance, extension of benefits, employment assistance programs, early lease termination and other
non-cash costs associated with the restructuring. In the coming weeks, the Company expects to
complete a detailed review of approximately US$150 million in intangible assets, including
goodwill, for certain of Aegion’s energy-related businesses impacted by the adverse change in
market conditions, a portion of which could be impaired.
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2016 OUTLOOK
“As we look to 2016, Infrastructure Solutions remains focused on maintaining its leadership
position by taking advantage of continuing favourable market conditions in North America.” stated
Mr. Gordon. “In addition, the acquisition of Underground Solutions is an important step to advance
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our stated strategic objective to expand our presence in the growing pressure pipe rehabilitation
market in North America. In contrast, we expect 2016 will be a more difficult year for the North
American energy markets, particularly related to upstream capital spending as customers continue to
decrease investments in response to persistent low oil prices. Based on the decision to reduce our
exposure in the upstream markets, we expect Energy Services’ revenues to decline by approximately
US$70 million from 2015 with no adverse impact to its operating margins percentage as a result of
the restructuring. Our Corrosion Protection platform is likely to experience reduced upstream
market activity that will negatively impact profitability, especially for the Bayou Louisiana coating
facility during the first half of 2016. The planned cost savings from the announced restructuring
initiatives and favourable North American midstream and downstream markets are expected to
offset the market challenges affecting Energy Services and Corrosion Protection. The favourable
market conditions for the majority of Aegion’s business and the strategic actions outlined today give
us the opportunity for 2016 non-GAAP earnings per share to be in line with what we expect to
achieve in 2015. This outlook excludes a significant contribution from the Shell Appomattox
contract we believe is likely in the fourth quarter of 2016. However, the exact schedule for the start
of pipe coating activities has yet to be set. Longer-term, we believe our diversified portfolio of
technologies and services will deliver sustainable growth as we have repositioned our upstream oil
exposure to reflect current market realities. The broader strategic initiatives we previously outlined
should enhance growth by accessing new markets to rehabilitate water pressure pipelines, enable
more effective pipeline asset integrity management in the growing midstream market and offer
higher-margin services through strong customer relationships in the West Coast downstream
refining market.” Website: www.aegion.com

MICHELS ACCEPTED INTO GREEN TIER SUSTAINABILITY
PROGRAMME

Based on its commitment to environmental stewardship
and to reducing its environmental impact, Michels
Corporation has been accepted into the Wisconsin
Green Tier programme. Green Tier is administered by
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and
recognises organisations for superior environmental
performance and commitment beyond regulatory requirements.
“At Michels, we recognise that sustainable operations effectively
balance positive economic, environmental and social benefits.” said
Dave Melum, Director of HSE and Technical Services. “Becoming a
member of Green Tier is recognition of that commitment.”
Environmental excellence is part of Michels’ core values and is
demonstrated by its employees on a daily basis. As a Green Tier member, Michels is recognised for
its past accomplishments and its future efforts.
Michels’ Green Tier goals for 2016 include:

Reducing idling time by 10%

Reducing hazardous waste generation

Reducing solid waste stream

Continuing to reduce energy use

Continuing to purchase high efficiency or Energy Star rated equipment

Adding to fleet of hybrid and/or alternative fuel vehicles.

Developing and implementing an Environmental Management System.
“Protecting and maintaining the environment is an integral part of Michels’ operations.” Melum
said. “As a result, our employees are able to enjoy our natural resources when they are not building
and maintaining our nation’s infrastructure.”
Furthermore, Michels Corporation ended 2015 on a strong note by completing the most Direct
Pipe installations of any single company in the world.
Michels completed its 11th and 12th installations on Friday, 11 December, in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. The latest installations were 1,300 ft (396 m) of a 42 in (1066 mm) diameter pipe and 823 ft
(251 m ) of a 36 in (915 mm) diameter pipe. Michels is capable of using Direct Pipe on diameters
that range between 36 in (915 mm) and 60 in (1,520 mm) and to lengths of more than 4,000 ft
(1,220 m). Website: www.michels.us

AEM LAUNCHES COMPETITION TO OVERHAUL U.S.
INFRASTRUCTURE

A

EM has launched the Infrastructure Vision 2050 Challenge, a three-phased, crowd-sourced
competition that will award US$150,000 in prizes for innovative ideas to overhaul America’s
crumbling infrastructure.
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Open to everyone everywhere, the Infrastructure Vision 2050 Challenge leverages the HeroX
crowd-sourcing model designed to bring about radical business, technological and social innovation
benefiting local and global communities, inspiring new industries and catalysing markets.
“The United States is the strongest and largest economy in the world and yet the overall quality of
our infrastructure is falling dramatically behind our global competitors.” said AEM President
Dennis Slater. “AEM’s members thought it was time to break the cycle of patchwork fixes and
deferred maintenance and lead the conversation in a different direction.”
“We need to engage innovators who we have not heard from before and who have the ability to
imagine how people, freight, energy and information will move in the country of tomorrow – even
as far out as the year 2050.” Slater added. “With the HeroX crowd-sourcing model, we are confident
we can bring these solutions to life.”
GOING BEYOND TRADITIONAL POLITICAL CHANNELS
“HeroX was founded on our conviction that the crowd – everyday people with great ideas – can and
will solve the world’s most pressing problems.” said HeroX CEO Christian Cotichini. “The
Infrastructure Vision 2050 Challenge moves the U.S. infrastructure conversation beyond traditional
political channels for the first time and gives everyone affected by these issues a chance to voice
their opinions and find solutions.”
The American Society of Civil Engineers’ 2013 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure (http://
www.infrastructurereportcard.org/a/#p/home) gave the U.S. a combined grade of D+ for the
condition of its infrastructure.
The report cites the nation’s 70,000 (one-in-nine) structurally-deficient bridges, the US$101
billion wasted in fuel and productivity costs due to congestion, and an estimated 240,000 annual
water main breaks as examples for why rebuilding the country’s infrastructure is such a critical
issue. The report further estimates that it would take a US$3.6 trillion investment by 2020 to bring
U.S. infrastructure up to exceptional standards.
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URGING MEMBER COMPANY EMPLOYEES TO PARTICIPATE
To help achieve its goal of generating excitement and inspiration among the general public and
spurring policy makers to act, AEM encourages member companies to tell their employees about the
Infrastructure Vision 2050 Challenge and urge them to participate.
“We are calling on AEM member companies and their employees to help us find solutions for the
future of transportation infrastructure.” Slater said. “By taking an active role, member company
employees will help us grow the community of ‘solvers’ engaged in the competition and elevate the
topic of infrastructure in public dialogue, with policy makers, and among the press.”
COMPETITION PHASES, JUDGING AND PRIZES
Finalists and winners of the three-phased Infrastructure Vision 2050 Challenge will be determined
by a judging panel and crowd voting. The first two phases launch immediately. The third phase is
scheduled to launch in mid-summer 2016.

First phase: “Complain Phase” – This will engage the public to describe the biggest
infrastructure challenge facing their community. Total Prize: US$5,000 (10 finalists
receive US$250; overall winner receives US$2,500) - Deadline to enter: March 15,
2016

Second phase: ‘Dream Phase’ – This phase will seek to solicit new thinking and
solutions, especially from non-experts. Total Prize: US$45,000 (5 winners receive
US$9,000 each) - Deadline to enter: May 31, 2015

Third phase: ‘Build Phase’ – This phase takes the second phase a step further and
solicits plans to implement those solutions on a larger scale. Total Prize: US$100,000
(Winner receives US$100,000) - Deadline to enter: To Be Declared
Judging criteria and other information can be found at the Infrastructure Vision 2050 Challenge
website. https://herox.com/Infrastructure2050

BAUMA SETS UP CHARITY ALLIANCE

T

he construction and construction machinery industry has been one of the driving forces of the
global economy for years. The new ‘bauma Charity Alliance’ is intended to highlight the fact
that the companies in this sector are actively engaged both in combating hunger and poverty and in
promoting education and the environment in the Third World in addition to their day-to-day
business. The launch will be at bauma 2016, being held in Munich between April 11 and 17.
There is no doubt that the good fortune the industry has enjoyed in recent decades has been driven
significantly by globalization. This being so, internationally orientated companies have become
increasingly involved in developing and emerging countries. But many companies are interested not
just in pure profit maximisation and expansion but are actively involved worldwide in social
projects of every description. Klaus Dittrich, Chairman and CEO of Messe München GmbH said:
“Corporate societal and social commitment is no contradiction. On the contrary: long-term success
© 2016 NoDig Media Services
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requires both factors to go hand-in-hand. Many bauma exhibitors have
long since taken this on board and are acting accordingly.”
Inspired by the “Pilosio Building Peace Award”, bauma has therefore set
up the so-called bauma Charity Alliance to coincide with the forthcoming
event. The intention is to create a strong network and presentation platform
to draw attention to social commitment by companies within the
construction machinery industry. The network intends to promote dialog
between members on the implementation of social projects and to attract additional interested
parties to become actively involved in the bauma Charity Alliance.
Applications are restricted to companies exhibiting at bauma 2016, which are carrying on projects
in the fields of education, nutrition, health, social integration or the environment and which bring
about a lasting improvement in the living conditions of people in need living in, or hailing from,
crisis areas, emerging or developing countries. To date Atlas Copco, AUMUND Fördertechnik,
MAN, Pilosio, Terex Latin America, Wirtgen, Volvo Construction Equipment, Zeppelin
Baumaschinen and ZF Friedrichshafen have notified their projects to the bauma Charity Alliance.
Michael Heidemann, Chairman of the Management Board of Zeppelin Baumaschinen GmbH,
said: “True to its tradition as a foundation company, Zeppelin feels obliged to combine its
appearance at the trade fair in Munich with support for aid projects in Ethiopia and South Africa. So
at bauma 2016 we will again be launching a donation campaign for ‘Home from Home’. The fact
that all donation initiatives are now being presented collectively within the bauma Charity Alliance
will help to recruit additional support for social projects.”
Gisela Wirtgen, first chairwoman of campaign group ‘Kinder in Not’ e.V (Children in Need)
added: “Our Wirtgen family company has been unveiling innovations at bauma since 1974. The
trade fair is an outstanding international marketing platform for us and we are very pleased to be
able to showcase our social commitment to a broad public within the bauma Charity Alliance.”
In addition to being promoted via the official bauma website, bauma Charity Alliance projects will
also be presented in the supporting programme while the trade fair is underway.
There will also be an evening event involving the now very prestigious Pilosio Building Peace
Award, which will be awarded on April 14, 2016, namely at bauma, in the International Congress
Center Munich (ICM).
Additional information on the bauma Charity Alliance can be found at www.bauma.de/trade-fair/
specials/bauma-charity-alliance.

SPONSORS LINKS
Click Logo for weblink

No-Dig contractors for: Sewer
installation,
renovation
&
maintenance including CIPP,
Structural,
Infiltration
&
Connection linings; Patch repairs;
CCTV pipe inspection and
assessment; pipe cleaning, flow
monitoring; Augerboring; HDD;
Microtunnelling; Shaft Sinking;
Headings; Lateral Cutting; Pipe
Bursting;
Sliplining
&
Consultancy

McElroy Manufacturing is the
leading manufacturer of
polyethylene pipe fusion
equipment and provider of
customer-driven solutions to
PE engineers and contractors
worldwide.

Steve Vick International
designs and manufactures
products for the trenchless
renovation and decommission
of pipes worldwide. Products
include Pipe Coil Trailers, Pipe
Handlers and Pipe Cutting
Equipment.

Akkerman develops,
manufactures and supports
quality pipe jacking, tunnelling,
microtunnelling and guided
boring equipment for the
accurate installation of
underground infrastructure for
an extensive range of
diameters and geology.

In-house developer and
manufacturer of lateral
cutters, high-speed drain
cleaning equipment, pipe
coating systems, collapsed
liner removal, root and
scale removal tools.
© 2016 NoDig Media Services

IMPACT HAMMER TECHNOLOGIES
For General Information on Impact Hammer Technologies click here

IN-HOUSE MAINTENANCE CAN SIGNIFICANTLY CUT COSTS

SPONSORS LINKS
Click Logo for weblink

Catamount 5⅛ in (130 mm) diameter piercing tool (impact hammer/mole) from HammerHead
Trenchless Equipment.

M

aintenance plans for earth-piercing tools (impact hammers/moles) either call for hiring it done
or doing it in-house. When a contractor has only a few tools to maintain that are not in
constant use, the expense and delay of sending them out for service might be acceptable.
Contractors building up a tool fleet see those costs rapidly multiply.
Shannon Mulkey needed to reduce both the cost and the downtime for repair and maintenance of
his expanding earth-piercing tool inventory. He is the warehouse and service manager of Southeast
Connections, LLC (SEC), working from its main Conyers, Georgia, U.S.A. location. SEC is a
pipeline, facilities and HDD/boring construction contractor providing services to the natural gas
industry from its eight offices in Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama and Virginia.
Mulkey had hoped performing in-house servicing and making repairs immediately on the piercing
tools that SEC previously owned would not only save on service costs but promote routine
maintenance to extend tool life, maintain peak performance, and increase overall utilisation and
productivity.
Unsatisfied with his own attempts to rebuild the tools, he sought training through his dealer, Ditch
Witch of Forest Park, Georgia. Although Ditch Witch is the authorised distributor of HammerHead
Trenchless Equipment’s product lines, its technicians are OEM-certified to work on other earthpiercing tool brands as well. Mulkey learned right away that it was going to require more than he
bargained for. “I did not realise how complicated our tools were,” Mulkey said, “or that SEC would
need to invest in a special high-power wrench with at least 1,400 psi to open the tool.”
Even with the required equipment it would take up to two hours to take down and reassemble the
tool they were using at the time. Mulkey saw a technician take apart, clean and reassemble a
HammerHead Mole in about 20 minutes and decided to switch to that piercing tool for his fleet.
Piercing tools available in the market today are designed under one of three distinct design
strategies:

One, a brand can be disposable, meant to run until it loses so much performance it
must be discarded and replaced.

Two, they can be repaired and rebuilt with special equipment, like SEC’s former
piercing tools. In that case, the owner generally sends the tools out for service and
repair.

Three, in contrast, the HammerHead Mole was designed to be repaired in the field if
needed.
SEC completed its swap-out to the Hammerhead Mole three years ago. During the first year,
SEC’s own technicians were performing all maintenance on the tool except for reciprocating heads.
Mulkey worked with HammerHead Trenchless to create a hands-on Mole training seminar at SEC’s
site in Conyers. “In just two days of training,” Mulkey said, “we serviced all of our Moles,
completely breaking them down, cleaning them, replacing whatever might need replacing, and
putting them back together.”
The class also taught trainees to distinguish types of damage and to look for their most likely
cause, such as improper oiling and dirt contamination. Learning about compressors and the
relationship of volume to pressure was another topic. The Moles are designed to run on 110 psi. But
the instructors pointed out that volume is the most important consideration. A small-volume
compressor rated at 110 psi might only be delivering 70 psi in the middle of a run, which could
cause the tool to stop working.
On the other hand, running a piercing tool at excessive pressures can lead to even more serious
problems, such as damaging the tool. This damage can include broken or deformed bodies, flanges
or tail pieces.
Mulkey tracked maintenance costs after implementing the new programme, and reported a savings
of 35% a year on overall maintenance. Other savings come from the lower cost of the tool itself in
comparison with their previous brand and the fact that the tools are turned around and go back to
work in the very next shift.
Before Mulkey implemented his new maintenance programme, SEC had only about a dozen
piercing tools. Today 120 of the contractor’s employees are using 60 HammerHead Moles for utility
installations on a daily basis. Website: www.hammerheadtrenchless.com

TRACTO-TECHNIK
INSPIRING
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES
for the underground installation and
trenchless renewal of pipelines
TORO and
American Augers Directional Drills
Auger Boring Equipment
Tooling & Drill Rods

Drilling Fluids
Recycling & Mixing Systems
Digital Location Equipment

Hammerhead piercing, bursting &
ramming products are used by
contractors worldwide to install or
replace fibre, communication,
water, sewer and gas lines with
minimal disruption to landscapes,
structures and traffic flow.

Suppliers of Directional Drills,
AXIS® Guided Boring
System, Mixing Systems,
Digital Location Systems, Rock
Drilling, Tooling and
Accessories, Impact Moles and
Vacuum Excavation systems
across the UK and Ireland.

Mammoth Equipment Ltd
provides full sales, service, spares
and support back up for the full range
of Hammerhead Trenchless
Equipment, including Moles,
Bursters, Rammers and winches in
the UK and Ireland and ancillary
equipment including portable Rotair
compressors, pipe towing heads etc.

© 2016 NoDig Media Services

PIPELINE REHABILITATION

For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here

LIVE MAINS INSERTION SAVINGS FOR WALES & WEST UTILITIES

SPONSORS LINKS
Click Logo for weblink

TRACTO-TECHNIK
INSPIRING
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES
for the underground installation and
trenchless renewal of pipelines

The worksite on Whiteladies Road, Bristol, UK showing the new PE pipe awaiting Live Mains
Insertion.
ales & West Utilities, together with its long term contracting partners, have successfully
replaced 850 m of large diameter (16 in/400 mm) gas main with new 355 mm diameter P.E
pipe on a major through road in Bristol. This large scale project was part of the national 30 year gas
mains replacement programme, which will provide a safe and dependable gas network for the
future. The Live Mains Insertion technique (LMI), developed by Steve Vick International, was
chosen to complete the project.
The LMI technique is a safe, fast and efficient method of replacing old cast iron mains with new
P.E pipe, without interrupting customers’ gas supplies. The major benefits provided by LMI meant
the technique was the obvious choice for Wales & West Utilities contract partner Morrison Utility
Services, which sub-contracted Thompson Utilities to undertake this central Bristol scheme.
Wales & West Utilities Technical Engineering Manager, Paul Breakey confirmed that: “An
overall saving of £60,000 was made by using LMI as an alternative to conventional replacement
methods.”
The project took place on the busy Whiteladies Road, so minimising disruption for businesses,
including the BBC broadcasting studios, was crucial. Accordingly consumers were provided with an
uninterrupted gas supply throughout the insertion programme. This was delivered via the annular
space between the old cast iron main and the new P.E pipe.
Traffic management was also an important consideration. Only one insertion pit was needed for all
three pushes, which dramatically reduced the traffic management needed and therefore traffic
holdups. The use of the one pit also reduced reinstatement costs and environmental impact.
Irrespective of the challenging location, the project was completed ahead of programme in just six
weeks and within budget. Onsite support and consumables were provided by Steve Vick
International.
Live Mains Insertion is similar to normal insertion of polyethylene pipe (PE) into an old cast iron
main with one important difference. By using a special gland box and a live head on the PE pipe, the
old main is kept live throughout the insertion process and the new PE is gassed up to maintain
supplies to customers.
Once insertion is complete, the main is kept live to supply customers with gas via the annular
space until it is operationally convenient to transfer the services to the new PE main.
A further benefit of live mains insertion over dead insertion is that only one excavation needs to be
open during the insertion process, reducing traffic management requirements. Operators consider
this a major consideration with the cost implications of the new Traffic Management Act.

W

WHITELADIES ROAD PROJECT
Only one trench was needed for the insertion of 850 m of the new P.E pipe, a major advantage given
the considerable vehicular and pedestrian traffic on Whiteladies road.
Once the trenches were prepared, a bypass was set up to maintain customer’s gas supplies.
Whiteladies road is a busy destination with shops, restaurants and offices. Preserving the flow of gas
to these premises was of vital importance to the success of the project.
The insertion was achieved in three separate pushes including one of 243 m, one of 436 m and one
of 171 m.
The project involved the connection of 45 services, which would be carried out at a later date to
suit the contractor and gas consumers, which was an important benefit for city centre commercial
customers. Website: www.stevevick.com
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BRAWOLINER HELPS KEEP COLLEGE BUILDINGS DAMP FREE

M

arlborough College in Wiltshire,
UK is a highly respected
independent school for day and boarding
pupils. The College was established in
1843 by a group of Church of England
clergymen. Today the College is a fully
co-educational establishment catering for
about 930 pupils with the great majority
(98%) being boarders. The Duchess of
Cambridge is a former pupil.
Of the full boarding schools across the
country, Marlborough was recently
ranked 4th with an 82% acceptance rate Marlborough College North Block showing the
for pupils to the UK’s top 30 universities, scaffold off which some of the rainwater downpipes
a rating bettered only by Westminster were lined using the Brawoliner 3D system.
School, St Paul’s School and Winchester
College.
As with all buildings that have been in use for some considerable time, Marlborough College’s
infrastructure is constantly reviewed and repaired or upgraded as necessary.
Recently, part of this ongoing process there was a need for the renovation of a significant part of
the College’s North Block including the building’s rainwater drainage system. The system
comprises very old and ornate cast iron rain water downpipes that in places are hidden within the
fabric of the wall and which take rainwater from the roof to ground level drains. In places these
downpipes were leaking causing damp problems within the building. Given their design, location
and accessibility they would have been very difficult to replace in keeping with the original building
construction so an alternative to full replacement was sought.
RENOVATION OPTION
In looking at the options available with which to bring the rainwater downpipes back up to the
standard required, Mark Norton from Architects Gray, Baynes & Shew of Oxford contacted CJ
Kelly Associates with a view to using lining techniques as the alternative to full replacement. As
part of this consultation, John Kelly, Senior Partner at CJ Kelly Associates suggested that Mark as
the project co-ordinator contact S&D Services of Chard, Somerset, UK, a specialist in drainage
repairs and lining. This suggestion was taken up by Mark who then liaised with the College’s main
works contractor, construction specialist Stepnell.
After full investigations at the College, a programme of work was established to install CIPP liners
to seal some 17 rainwater downpipes. The liners would also help to reduce the potential for any
further deterioration in the rainwater handling system.
Given the age of the property it was no surprise to S&D Services’ managing director Steve
Sampson and his fellow Director Stephen Wadham, who ran the project on site, that there were a
few problems regarding the downpipes. The main problem highlighted by the CCTV inspection of
the pipes was that over the lengths of the pipes they not only changed shape and size internally but
that were also other imperfections within the pipes, some of which had been generated by previous
attempts to repair them.
Having established the scope of the problem, Steve Sampson and John Kelly met on site to discuss
potential liner options. After looking at the CCTV and after various discussions John advised using
a lining system that comprised the DN 100 to 150 Brawoliner 3D liner in association with a Brawo
1 resin.
This liner was selected because it is designed to handle cross-sectional changes within a pipe
being lined and so could easily accommodate the many and frequent changes of shape, size and
bends that had been highlighted in the survey. The selected resin also cures quickly when heat is
applied with steam and/or hot water thereby minimising the timeframe for each lining operation.
The proposed lining technique was
presented to Mark Norton, the main
contractor and the client and approval was
received to commence the works. Once this
approval had been given, S&D Services
ordered the materials from CJ Kelly and
the delivery was on site within 24 hours.
A detail of the top of one of the ornate
cast iron rainwater downpipes that were
in need of repair to eliminate leakage
into the building fabric.
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Steve Sampson commented: “As always when we find
ourselves working with John and his team we received
an excellent and speedy service and they are always
available with back-up should we need it.”
LINING WORKS
The Marlborough College site had very limited access
and this meant that everything that was required to
complete the lining works had to be extremely portable.
Most of the work was undertaken from a scaffold that
had been previously erected for other building works by
the main contractor. For some of the liner installations,
CCTV survey of one of the lined
however, the work was undertaken from a scissor lift.
These unusual circumstances posed significant downpipes after the lining process
challenges for S&D but careful consideration of the showing the smooth finish despite the
situation led to the development of rather unusual but various irregularities in the original
safe methods of working which was a paramount focus pipe work.
given that the lining team would be working at height.
The operation was also time-limited because it required a footpath closure to maintain safety for
passers-by and further to this, access for the lining team to site was only available between 07.30
and 17.00 on lining days, a limit that had to be strictly adhered to because of client demands. Even
given these restrictions, the use of the Brawoliner system with the fast cure Brawo 1 resin enabled
the S&D team to install up to three liners a day.
To minimise the impact of the works on the functioning of the College, the work was undertaken
in two parts. The first part comprising the bulk of the lining work was undertaken over the 2015
long summer holiday break. The remainder of the linings were completed during the half term break
in October 2015.
Whilst individual liners presented different challenges due to the variation in sizes and shapes over
their lengths the lining process was pretty much the same for each installation. Prior to the start of
the works all the downpipes were surveyed and measured so that as each to be lined there was no
need to take measurements on the day.
To line each downpipe first a 90o bend was added to the bottom of the pipe. The bend was then
blocked to prevent the liner from expanding outside of the confines of the pipe being lined. This
allowed the resin impregnated liner that had been previously prepared to be inverted into the pipe
with compressed air up to the stop in the bend.
The liner was kept constantly under pressure with air and forced back to form, shape and, with the
resin side out, to adhere to the contours of the downpipes. This was then heated with a small volume
of very hot water which was sufficient to cure the material.
The fast cure resin meant that each cure took no more than 2 hours. Once curing was completed
the bend at the base of the down pipe was removed and the liner was cut back to fit flush with the
downpipe end.
Whilst the curing process was being completed on one liner, the liner material for the next
installation was being prepared and this was impregnated just ahead of its installation once the
lining installation equipment had been moved from the last position.
Steve Sampson said of the project: “Mark Norton of Gray, Baynes & Shew, who ultimately acted
as project manager for this scheme, was instrumental in making this task work by undertaking the
preliminary enquiries with both John Kelly and ourselves and then liaising with Stepnell.”
Stephen Wadham, who ran the project for S&D Service on site, said: “The Stepnell team was easy
to work with. Before starting work, we liaised closely with them to
ensure that Stepnell’s exacting safety standards and site rules were
complied with in every respect. By keeping our clients informed in
advance of where we wanted to work and of any problems we were
encountering they were able to arrange access and make preparations
for us in advance ensuring there were no hold ups. This was crucial to
enabling us to finish on time and in budget.”
John Kelly of CJ Kelly Associates said: “This was an excellent
situation for our Brawoliner 3D system as it met all the demands of the
site and provided a solution that saved time, money and the need to fully
replace the rainwater drainage system at Marlborough College. This is
precisely the sort of situation this liner was designed to meet. It was also
a pleasure to work with a set of contracting teams that could work
closely together so well to achieve the required solution.” Website:
www.cjkelly.com
A full length view of one of the downpipes in need of repair.
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A SOLUTION FOR HONG KONG’S LEAD-CONTAMINATION

P

ipe Restoration Technologies (PRT), a leading pipe lining
innovator/manufacturer, recently announced that its patented
ePIPE® epoxy coating technology has been provided as a positive
solution to solve Hong Kong’s toxic lead contamination of parts
of its clean water distribution system. This decision prompted the
creation of the newest ePIPE licensee in Hong Kong.
Hong Kong made international headlines in 2015 when it was
discovered that approximately 30,000 units of public housing, an
undisclosed number of private houses and schools showed
excessively dangerous levels of lead in the drinking water when Demonstrating the ePIPE
tested at the tap. Tests showed that lead levels ranged from 15 to system in Hong Kong.
60 times the limit deemed safe by the government.
The Hong Kong government immediately searched for solutions to bring the harmful lead
leaching process into compliance. Reportedly Hong Kong’s Housing Chief said in November that it
would take over a year to replace all of the drinking water pipes causing the lead contamination.
“A government cannot afford to wait years to solve a lead contamination crisis, especially when
there is a global public outcry for an immediate fix.” said Pipe Restoration Technologies CEO Larry
Gillanders. “Lead is a dangerous toxin and no amount of lead is safe for human consumption. Hong
Kong’s Water Supplies Department reached out to their construction contractors for an answer, and
they suggested the ePIPE in-place pipe lining technology.”
Gillanders travelled to Hong Kong to meet with the water department and its construction
contractors and discuss the ePIPE technology and how it could solve the region’s lead
contamination problems. The ePIPE process creates a protective epoxy barrier coating within water
pipe systems that prevents water from touching the pipes, preventing lead leaching. A Hong Kong
ePIPE licensee was recently created and stocked with a trained crew and the latest equipment. The
ePIPE trials in Hong Kong began in November 2015, testing samples contaminated with lead, some
of which had lead levels of exceeding 500 µg/l before the ePIPE coating was applied. Once the
ePIPE process was applied, lead levels were found to be in compliance with the 10 ug/l requirement.
Currently ePIPE is actively working with both the Hong Kong and UK water authorities to
continue to reduce the lead levels in drinking water to acceptable standards. Website:
www.aceduraflo.com
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FLUID-ASSISTED HDD DRILLING ON THE MOOR

A

farmer from Großenmeer near Oldenburg,
Germany was the first to notice that
something was seriously wrong. On his
agricultural land directly next to the B211 road,
strange water puddles started to appear. At first
he simply did not know what to make of it, but
then it began to dawn on him - the cause could be
the drinking water transmission pipeline installed
beneath his land. Just to be on the safe side, he
informed
the
‘Oldenburgisch-Ostfriesische
Wasserverband (OOWV)’, the water board in
Oldenburg responsible for this pipeline. The
OOWV provides potable water to more than
900,000 inhabitants within the area of the
association. It delivers an average of 220,000 m³
per day to the connected domestic homes. The
Heavy goods traffic on the B211 under which the
peak value exceeds 300,000 m³.
As it was, the farmer was certainly right. The new water supply pipeline had to be installed.
damage was pinpointed rapidly. Of all places it
was located beneath the course of the B 211 federal road. The B211 leads to the ‘Weser Tunnel’ and is heavily
trafficked, mainly by heavy goods vehicles. In the opinion of pipe network manager Karsten Jücher, the cause
of damage to the 300 mm diameter medium conducting PVC pipe, which was hosted inside a size 500 mm
diameter steel protection pipe, could be the traffic loading as well as heavy frost accompanied by upheaval and
settlement underground. Ultimately, the exact reason could not be determined. Because of these uncertain
‘indications’, renewal of the pipeline was ruled out.
While considering the possibilities for installing a new line beneath the B211, the planners were aware of the
moorlands in this region which made the situation even more difficult. If they carried out the job using an open
trench method, the sensitive soil structure would be greatly affected, due to large-scale exposure to the oxygen
in the air. The rotting of the plant fibres would be abruptly accelerated, thus destabilising the construction
ground beneath the road embankment.
The moor, with its 500 mm covering layer of clay soil, is extremely marshy and is intermingled with rough
fibres and not easily decomposable plant substances which pose an increased risk for any fluid-assisted HDD
operation. Also because of the shorter drilling length, with a direct pipe connection at the foot of the rising
B211, a jacking and drilling method was preferred.
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Left: the fibrous ground that made the project challenging. Right: The GRUNDODRILL15N
boring on site.
Earlier on, the defective pipe had already been tamped and shut down with a by-pass being established to
ensure continuation the water supply to customers.
The planned jacking and drilling job with a 40 t abutment was regretfully dropped, however, due to the
insufficient bearing capacity of the soil. Working non-stop, the fluid-assisted HDD operation was then initiated,
supported by Stefan Kruse, the manager of the TRACTO-TECHNIC branch in Bakum. The contractor for
OOWV, the SCHULTE-PERK company from Strücklingen, was commissioned to undertake the project. This
company, well-known in the domains of civil engineering and sewer, cable and pipe line installation, employs
approximately 150 people and operates four drilling crews for its GRUNDODRILL15N drill rigs and
GRUNDODRILL15XPT, as well as several GRUNDOMAT displacement moles.
The task was to install a 560 mm diameter x 33.2 mm wall thickness HDPE protection pipe. The pipe
dimensions demanded a flat bending radius with a bore length of 90 m. In an attempt to maintain the
stabilising, highly compressed sand core within the road and bore path area and in order to cross beneath the
moor soils horizon according to the ground profile, the deepest point of the bore was 8 m.
The GRUNDODRILL15N was positioned approximately 30 m away from the road embankment. Eurogel
Xtra at 80 kg/m3 was added to the drilling fluid. To buffer the pH-value of the drilling fluid and prevent
flocculation of the Bentonite and because of the acidic character of the soil, an additive of 0.5 kg/m 3 soda was
also added.
Geologist Karsten Schwader from AMC confirmed that the drilling fluid was absolutely non-hazardous. Two
mixing systems provided a continuous flow of the fluid. The old drilling fluid was extracted and placed into
three slurry barrels loaded on tractors ready for waste deposal.
“The pilot bore was finished after only two hours.” said the machine operator Heino-Andreas Emken, who
has been working on the rig for the past year.
The pilot hole expansion bores followed in quick succession:

the first expansion bore was with a 360 mm diameter reamer and took approximately 3 hours

the second expansion bore was with a 620 mm diameter reamer and took approximately 4 hours

the third expansion bore with a 740 mm diameter reamer and took approximately 3.5 hours
The GRUNDODRILL15N exceeded all expectations in reference to the drilling forces necessary and it was
not necessary to tap its full power potential.
Simultaneously with the drilling operation, the product pipe an HDPE 355 mm diameter x 32.2 mm wall
thickness pipe, was pulled into the protection pipe which was lying ready for installation. The weight of the
pipe was supposed to compensate for any uplift pressure, thus minimising surface friction within the soffit of
the pipe caused by floating during the pull-in process. As a further safeguarding measure, the pipe was filled
with water. This measure proved to be well thought through - in less than two hours the pipe was completely
installed. The whole fluid-assisted HDD measure was finished after only three working days, much quicker
than planned. OOWV was very satisfied with the results and is going to operate the pipeline as soon as possible
after its integration in the main pipeline network. Website: http://www.tracto-technik.com/GRUNDODRILL63.html

Left: Preparing part of the reaming operation. Right: Pilling in the protection pipe with the new
water pipe inside.

TORO and
American Augers Directional Drills
Auger Boring Equipment
Tooling & Drill Rods

Drilling Fluids
Recycling & Mixing Systems
Digital Location Equipment

No-Dig contractors for: Sewer
installation, renovation &
maintenance including CIPP,
Structural, Infiltration &
Connection linings; Patch repairs;
CCTV pipe inspection and
assessment; pipe cleaning, flow
monitoring; Augerboring; HDD;
Microtunnelling; Shaft Sinking;
Headings; Lateral Cutting; Pipe
Bursting; Sliplining &
Consultancy

McElroy Manufacturing is the
leading manufacturer of
polyethylene pipe fusion
equipment and provider of
customer-driven solutions to
PE engineers and contractors
worldwide.

Suppliers of Directional Drills,
AXIS® Guided Boring
System, Mixing Systems,
Digital Location Systems, Rock
Drilling, Tooling and
Accessories, Impact Moles and
Vacuum Excavation systems
across the UK and Ireland.

Ditch Witch
UK & Ireland

All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional Drills,
Mixing/Recycling Systems, Drill Pipe,
Backreamers, Tri-Hawk Tooling,
HDD Guidance Systems, Utility Locators,
Vac Systems, Trenchers,
Vibratory Ploughs.
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JERSEY WATER IMPROVES METER READING
USING VACUUM EXCAVATION

F

rancis Touzel had an issue. Meter
Readers on Jersey were going out to
collect data and coming back without the
required information. The reason? Sediment
from the fields and lay-bys was collecting
in the chambers each time it rained, filling
them up with debris and stopping anyone
from being able to take readings.
This caused problems as it meant that Left: A typical meter chamber filled with debris
another team then had to go out and before vacuum excavation. Right: A few minutes
carefully excavate the boxes out by hand, later, after being cleaned with the vacuum
taking time and also sometimes damaging excavator the chamber is and ready for use.
the meters, not to mention the complaints
about disruption from the tourist trade and millionaire financiers that live on the island.
He decided to look around for a solution and the decision was made to purchase a small Vermeer
VSK25 vacuum excavation system, ideal for getting around the narrow roads when it was mounted
on a trailer. ‘Dry’ suction excavation systems were discounted as using a ‘clay spade’ or picks to
loosen the debris could damage the meters. Using a ‘wet’ vacuum system allowed the team to safely
and quickly remove the debris from the chambers.
After hand-over training the team went straight out to site and started putting the rig through its
paces, cleaning out chambers in a fraction of the time it took them previously.
Francis is still busy, sending out water teams where they are needed most and taking care of the
day to day running of his area. The phone still rings, but rather than it being meter readers saying
they have a full chamber, or an irate customer it is more likely to be his ‘Hoover Team’ asking
“Which one next?!” Website: www.vermeeruk.co.uk
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TRACTO-TECHNIK
INSPIRING
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES
for the underground installation and
trenchless renewal of pipelines
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MCELROY LAUNCHES THE SMARTFAB™ 125

M

cElroy has released the SmartFab™ 125, its first benchtop machine which offers a smarter way
to socket fuse pipe and fittings for polypropylene piping systems. The machine is portable and
can be positioned on any flat surface for precise prefabrication on large assemblies.
Advanced features of the SmartFab 125 include innovative inserts which have the ability to reduce
ovality in pipe and fittings and the added
convenience of a pivoting heater so that it
can easily accommodate fittings located
on either side of the machine. This saves
time since it eliminates having to
reposition the entire machine.
The drive handle is uniquely positioned
so that the unit can also operate on the
floor, making it ideal for use in the field
or the shop.
The SmartFab 125 has four jaws that
adjust to any desired spacing and each
jaw clamps individually which allows for
a greater combination of pipe and fitting
sizes. This flexibility is especially
beneficial when fusing large assemblies.
The SmartFab 125 offers plenty of
clearance with a removable outer fixed
jaw, and its rack and pinion drive
provides smooth and steady fusion force.
Website: www.mcelroy.com/ppr

Hammerhead piercing, bursting &
ramming products are used by
contractors worldwide to install or
replace fibre, communication,
water, sewer and gas lines with
minimal disruption to landscapes,
structures and traffic flow.

Suppliers of Directional Drills,
AXIS® Guided Boring
System, Mixing Systems,
Digital Location Systems, Rock
Drilling, Tooling and
Accessories, Impact Moles and
Vacuum Excavation systems
across the UK and Ireland.

Ditch Witch
UK & Ireland

All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional Drills,
Mixing/Recycling Systems, Drill Pipe,
Backreamers, Tri-Hawk Tooling,
HDD Guidance Systems, Utility Locators,
Vac Systems, Trenchers,
Vibratory Ploughs.

The
McElroy
SmartFab™
125 in
action.
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UKSTT NEWS

UKSTT AWARDS AND GALA DINNER IN ASSOCIATION WITH WESTRADE
This year, in order to give the industry the celebration it rightly deserves, we are pleased to be able to
announce the UKSTT Awards and Gala Dinner in Association with Westrade.
This event will fall in the middle of the No-Dig Live event on the Wednesday evening. It will be an
exciting and unmissable evening, starting off with a Champagne reception and featuring great
entertainment from the IT Girls, a live band and much much more. We believe the industry should make
more noise about its achievements and through this event we hope to bring together the industry for a fantastic night highlighting
the best of the best and establishing a focus point for the industry to build in the future.
This will be a chance to catch up with industry colleagues, to share ideas, anecdotes and stories from the past year, but most of
all it will be a chance for the industry to kick off its shoes and have fun. Make sure you are there and get ready for the industry’s
biggest night out in the year.
The Gala Dinner will take place on Wednesday 21 September 2016 at The Marriott Hotel – The headquarter hotel for No-Dig
Live 2016. Sponsorship opportunities are available – Please contact Paul Harwood at pharwood@westrade.co.uk or to book
tickets or reserve a table, please contact Chantel Avis at cavis@westrade.co.uk
2016 UKSTT AWARD ENTRIES - ITS NEVER TOO SOON TO SEND THEM IN!
The UKSTT Awards remain the only national awards celebrating the very best in
Trenchless Technology in the UK. These awards offer contractors, manufacturers,
engineers and young professionals the opportunity to showcase their work to the
industry. There are 9 award categories with no restriction on the number of entries,
allowing all businesses whatever their size or specialism to demonstrate their outstanding
achievements.
New for 2016 is the ‘Lifetime Achievement’ Award recognising individual outstanding
performances in the field of Trenchless Technology, and the ‘Environment’ Award
recognising the reduced impact to the environment whilst using Trenchless techniques.
This year’s independent judging panel will consist of contractors, clients and industry
experts who are carefully selected to judge an award category to ensure there is no conflict of interest. All short-listed finalists
and winners will be invited to attend the press stand the following day during No-Dig Live for a photo opportunity and will be
featured in the UKSTT Newsletter, Drain Trader magazine and Trenchless Works.
The Young Engineer Award is awarded to the young engineer (<30 years) who can best demonstrate their contribution to the
field of Trenchless Technology. The prize is a sponsorship of up to £2,000 which is used to fund travel and accommodation to
any part of the world, to allow the winner to undertake further research into their chosen area of Trenchless Technology.
A new Awards Entry form is currently being designed to allow easier online submissions. To find out more visit
www.ukstt.org.uk or call Lynn Maclachlan on 01926 513773.
JOINT UKSTT/PIG TECHNICAL EVENINGS
UKSTT and the Pipeline Industries Guild Eastern Branch held a successful Technical Evening on the
subject of ‘Innovation’ on 19 January 2016. This was well attended at hosts Anglian Waters
Headquarters at Peterborough despite some visitors being held up by a local traffic accident!
Presentations were made from Chris Evans (Kobus), Frank Gowdy (Mammoth/MTS) and Katie Higgins
(Steve Vick). Each session was followed by a questions & answers session and the feedback at the end of the meeting from
attending companies was positive.
Chris Evans who updated listeners on the KOBUS Pipe Pulling system which has been developed for steel gas services in
conjunction with National Grid and is currently undergoing trials in several areas. This extracts existing services in minutes by
pulling them out using a cable and installs a new pe service directly behind utilising the same hole. The new system works off a
standard site digger arm and has a pulling force of up to 20t.
Frank Gowdy of UKSTT Members, Mammoth Equipment and MTS Suction Solutions, presented an overview of developments
in trenchless technology. This included updates on the latest in impact moling and pipe ramming, winching, pipe bursting and the
companies range of suction excavators and ‘core and vac’ systems.
The evening’s final presentation was a very well received paper from Steve Vick’s Katie Higgins who covered the companies
leading window cutting system and pipe coil dispensing trailers and highlighted the significant cost savings that can be made
through effective use of these.
There will also be a UKSTT/PIG Joint Technical evening with the Durham Branch on 16 February 2016. Award winners from
the 2015 UKSTT & PIG award ceremony’s have been invited to participate and present their innovations at the joint UK Society
for Trenchless Technology (UKSTT) / PIG Technical Event which will be held at Durham County Cricket Club. Confirmed
speakers so far are: Norman Howell - Southern Water; Mark Grabowski - Electroscan; Tom Finnegan - Rain for Rent
International.
UKSTT is keen to offer further Technical Evenings to support the Societies activities including MasterClasses and Roadshows.
Anyone interested in hosting an event or presenting a subject please contact Lynn MacLachlan at admin@ukstt.org.uk
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MEMBER BENEFITS
Don't forget! UKSTT members are entitled to access the services on the ISTT website including free downloads of technical
papers and reports from the Technical Resource Centre TRC. Please contact admin@ukstt.org.uk for your password.

OTHER NEWS & EVENTS

NO-DIG Roadshow
I am pleased to advise you that, together with Westrade, UKSTT are holdinga NO-DIG ROAD SHOW style event in Belfast on
8 March 2016. To register your attendance please contact Chantel Avis: cavis@westrade.co.uk
UTILITY STREET WORKS - NEW APPROACHES FOR CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Venue: Cavendish Conference Centre - Duchess Mews, London, W1G 9DT
UKSTT are supporting EUA’s Utility Street Works seminar on the 16 March 2016. Website: www.eua.org.uk/eua-events
FLOODEX
Held between 11 and 12 May 2016 at the Peterborough Arena, FLOODEX is the trade event for flood defence and the water
level management (WLM) sector looking at flood defence, prevention, mitigation and drainage. Website: www.floodex.co.uk
MASTERCLASS
Following on from the success of last years Masterclass, UKSTT is holding another one-day conference covering ‘Lining’ on
18 May 2016.
Venue: Birmingham Motorcycle Museum, National Conference Centre, Coventry Road, Bickenhill, Solihull, West Midlands,
B92 0EJ.
Fee: £150.00 pp (UKSTT members will benefit from a 10% discount) the cost includes a free visit to the motorcycle museum,
lunch and refreshments.
For further information contact: Lynn Maclachlan: admin@ukstt.org.uk
NO-DIG LIVE 2016 - returns to Peterborough Arena, between 20 and 22 September 2016. Following the success of NO-DIG
LIVE held in September 2014, the 13 th biennial trenchless technology exhibition, outdoor demonstrations and seminars will
return to Peterborough Arena, 20-22 September 2016. Website: www.nodiglive.co.uk

MEMBERS NEWS

SCOTTISH POWER ENERGY NETWORKS AWARDS FOUR YEAR FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT TO
MORRISON UTILITY SERVICES
Agreement for planned and reactive cable laying works up to 33 kV
across Ayrshire and Clyde and Lanarkshire. The Contract order is to the
value of £28 million over a four year period.
Morrison Utility Services (MUS), the leading utility services provider in
the UK, has been awarded a four year framework agreement by SP
Energy Networks. Beginning with immediate effect, the contract has an
initial estimated value of £7 million per annum and will cover the
Ayrshire and Clyde and Lanarkshire regions.
Under the terms of the agreement, Morrison Utility Services will deliver major cabling projects up to 33 kV. The scope of
works will also include predominantly low voltage fault response, as well as planned repairs to high voltage and extra high
voltage faults to the network and planned works including customer connections, diversions, asset replacement and network
reinforcement.
Guy Jefferson, Distribution Director at SP Energy Networks, said: “We are confident that Morrison Utility Services will
provide us with an excellent service, and we have worked closely before on a range of projects. This contract will play an
important role in helping us to deliver significant investments that will benefit hundreds of thousands of customers across
Ayrshire and Lanarkshire.”
Charles Morrison, Chief Executive of Morrison Utility Services, commented: “We are delighted that Scottish Power Energy
Networks has chosen to extend its already well established relationship with Morrison Utility Services following the award of
this framework agreement. We have forged an excellent collaborative relationship with SP Energy Networks and our mission
now is to continue to deliver best in class standards in safety, service delivery, customer service and innovation, whilst
maintaining our focus on the ways in which we will support SP Energy Networks as it looks to deliver its key RIIO-ED1
objectives.”
LANES GROUP DELIVERS DRAINAGE SERVICES FOR NEW WEAR CROSSING
Lanes Group has won a contract to deliver specialist drainage services for the joint venture constructing the New Wear Bridge
in Sunderland.
Drainage teams based at the Lanes depot in Newcastle have begun carrying out drainage work for the £117.6 million project
which is expected to give the region a major regeneration boost. It is the second major bridge building project Lanes Group has
been contracted to work on in recent months. The company is also providing specialist drainage support for the Mersey Gateway
Project, a new bridge across the River Mersey between Runcorn and Widnes.
© 2016 NoDig Media Services
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The New Wear Bridge is being built across the River Wear between the districts of
Wessington and Pallion, and is designed to improve transport links between Sunderland city
centre, the Port of Sunderland, the A19 and the wider region.
National drainage and maintenance specialist Lanes Group won a competitive tender to
become the sole drainage contractor for the joint venture partners, Farrans Construction and
Victor Buyck Steel Construction.
Richard Bell, Commercial Manager for Farrans Construction, said: “We wanted to work with
a company based in the region that has the expertise, experience and capacity to support us throughout this high profile
development. Lanes Group secured appointment after a robust procurement process and fully meets our subcontractor selection
requirements. We are looking forward to using their experience to help deliver the New Wear Bridge for the people of
Sunderland.”
Lanes drainage engineers have started work on the project. Tasks already carried out include desilting drainage pipes and
carrying out CCTV drainage surveys.
Trevor Sawyer, Area Development Manager for the Lanes Newcastle depot, said: “It is a privilege to be working on a project
that will bring so many benefits to hundreds of thousands of people across the North East. A significant amount of the work
involves carrying out desilting and CCTV drainage work along the highway network that the New Wear Bridge will eventually
serve. Our experience providing specialist drainage support for major highways schemes in the North East will stand us in good
stead, and we are looking forward to playing our part in creating the new Wear crossing.”
The New Wear Bridge will be 336 m long and will have a central A-frame cable pylon rising to 105.

ISTT AFFILIATED SOCIETY NEWS

TRENCHLESS ASIA 2016
The 8th event in this series and for the first time will be held in Kuala Lumpur at the Convention Centre in May
2016. Further information can be found at www.trenchlessasia.com
NO-DIG MOSCOW is being held between 26 and 28 April 2016 at the Exhibition
Center VDNH, Pavilion 75 - Moscow - Russia. For updated information please visit
www.nodig-moscow.ru
ISTT’S 34TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION - INTERNATIONAL NO-DIG BEIJING
Between 10 - 12 October 2016 at the National Agriculture Exhibition Centre, Beijing, China. Website: www.westrade.co.uk
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EVENTS AND MEETINGS
GLOBAL SUPPORT FOR MOVE TO MALAYSIA
AHEAD OF CONFERENCE

T

RENCHLESS ASIA 2016 shines the spotlight on Kuala Lumpur, as it
hosts the ninth event in this prestigious International forum for
Trenchless Technologists at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC)
in Malaysia, between 9 and10 May 2016.
The Malaysian Minister of Energy, Green Technology and Water, YB
Datuk Seri Panglima Dr. Maximus Johnity Ongkili will address the
conference at the opening ceremony, highlighting Malaysia’s full political
and Governmental support, including KeTTHA, IWK, JPP and SPAN.
Headlining the event are Industry Market Leaders and some of the most influential decision
makers in Trenchless Technology from around the world; Platinum sponsors are JBP Group with
USAE, Jiangsu Goodeng Engineering Machinery and Vermeer. Triple Enviro, XCMG and VISI are
confirmed as Gold Sponsors. CIDB points will also be awarded at this event.
Significant advances have been made in the use of trenchless technology in Malaysia in recent
years, but increasing pressure from local authorities has been placed on contractors to use these
modern engineering methods more to minimise disruption during the installation and refurbishment
of underground services, and to reduce impact on the environment. This has fired up industry
support surrounding the event, with exhibitors and contractors keen to showcase the best
technologies, machinery, products and methods during the event.
The move to Kuala Lumpur is significant and timely, funding to the tune of US$1.7 billion is in
place to improve the sewerage infrastructure in the Klang Valley, Greater Kuala Lumpur, works that
would benefit greatly from Trenchless Technology.
“We are delighted to be supported by local industry to ensure that we present a topical conference
programme relevant to the Malaysia market, as well as the South East Asia region.” commented
Paul Harwood, Managing Director of organisers Westrade Group. “Trenchless Technology is now
becoming the preferred method of underground infrastructure across Malaysia”
The exhibition will feature Country Pavilions by Germany, Japan, Singapore and China, each of
which will feature several companies displaying a range of products and expertise. Individual stands
are also already booked by organisations from Malaysia, UK, USA, Australia and India.
The two day exhibition will also incorporate a Conference programme being compiled in
conjunction with the International Society for Trenchless Technology (ISTT) and in consultation
with relevant Government departments and industry Associations based in Malaysia. Website:
www.trenchlessasia.com

SPONSORS LINKS
Click Logo for weblink

Westrade Group Ltd is an
independent company
specialising in trade exhibition
and conference organisation.
Events include the
'TRENCHLESS ' and
'NO-DIG' series across Europe,
the Middle East, Asia and
Africa.
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EVENTS AND MEETINGS
2016

February 3-4
UCT 2016 - Atlanta, USA
Details from: http://uctonline.com
March 8
NO-DIG Roadshow - Belfast, UK
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk
March 16
Utility Street Works - New Approaches for Critical
Infrastructure - London, UK
Details from: www.eua.org.uk/eua-events
March 20-24
NASTT 2016 No-Dig Show - Dallas, USA.
Details from: www.nastt.org/no_dig_show
April 11-17
Bauma 2016 - Munich, Germany
Details from: www.bauma.de/en
April 12-14
No-Dig Poland 2016 - Kielce - Cedzyna, Poland
Details from: www.nodigpoland.pl
May 9-10
Trenchless Asia 2016 - Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Details from: www.trenchlessasia.com
May 11-12
FLOODEX - Peterborough, UK
Details from: www.floodex.co.uk
May 18
UKSTT MASTERCLASS - Lining - Solihull, UK
Details from: admin@ukstt.org.uk
May 18
Trenchless Romania - Bucharest, Romania
Details from: www.trenchless-romania.com
May 18-19
Trenchless Technology Road Show - Niagara Falls,
Canada.
Details from: www.catttrenchlessroadshow.ca
May 30-June 3
IFAT - Munich, Germany
Details from: www.ifat.de/en
August 20-21
2016 International Symposium on Advances in Materials
Science (IAMS 2016) - Shanghai, China.
Details from: www.iamsconf.org
September 20-22
No Dig Live 2016 - Peterborough, UK
Details from: www.nodiglive.co.uk

2017

March 28-31
Wasser Berlin International - Berlin, Germany
Details from: www.wasser-berlin.de/en/
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would
like to add it to this listing please forward details to:
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk
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