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ISTT GOLD MEDAL AWARD 

F rom time to time the International Society for Trenchless Technology (ISTT) recognises 
individuals who are judged to have made an 
outstanding and exceptional individual contribution 
to trenchless technology with award of its Gold 
Medal.  
At the recent Beijing Conference and Exhibition 
Gala Diner on 11 October, 2016, ISTT presented its 
highest award to Dr Dec Downey in recognition of 
his substantial efforts on behalf of the Society.  
Dec attended the 1985 No Dig Conference 
óTrenchless Construction for Utilitiesô in 1985 and 
was amongst the first people to join ISTT. In 1993 
when UKSTT was formed he was elected to the first 
Council and served a term as Chairman from 1999 to 
2000. Dec joined the ISTT Executive Steering 
Committee in 2000 and served until 2013, he was 
again ISTT Chairman from 2007 to 2010. He has 
been an ISTT Guarantor since 1997.  
Dec is only the sixth person from the worldwide 
trenchless community to receive the Gold Medal in 
30 years. At the event in Beijing he thanked the many people who had helped him make some 
impact over the years including Chairman Emeritus Ted Flaxman, JSTT Past President Dr 
Tohyama, former Technical Secretary Dr John Heavens, Past Chairmen Sam Ariaratnam and Derek 
Choi, Executive Directors John Castle and John Hemphill, Westrade founders Richard West and 
Caroline Prescot and colleagues from UKSTT particularly Martin Kane, Norman Howell, Steve 
Kent and Ian Vickridge.  
The ISTT Gold Medal comes hard on the heels of the UKSTT Lifetime Achievement Award 
presented at the recent No Dig Live 2016 which took place at the Peterborough Arena, UK in 
September. ñIt has been a very satisfying month.ò said Dec. ñThe best Autumn I can remember, 
perhaps I should retire whilst I am winning.ò 
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Dr Dec Downey (2nd right) receiving his 
Lifetime Achievement Award at the 
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14th ANNUAL DITCH WITCHÈ CUSTOMER EVENT 

D itch WitchÈ, a Charles 
Machine Works Company, 

hosted its 14th annual 
international customer event on 
Friday, 14 October, 2016 at the 
Ditch Witch Barcelona Support 
Centre. As one of the largest 
underground construction 
events in Europe, 320 
customers attended, 
representing 24 countries across 
Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa.  
ñGlobal customer events such 
as this help us grow our 
international presence and 
showcase our valued 
partnership with customers 
around the world.ò said Shan 
Kirtley, Ditch Witch vice 
president of sales and marketing. ñContinued dedication from our worldwide dealer network and 
staff help us live by our customer commitment, óWeôre in This Together.ôò 
The one-day event included revealing the next evolution of horizontal directional drills, and hands

-on equipment demonstrations of a variety of Ditch Witch products, including drills, trenchers, 
compact equipment, vacuum excavators, parts, as well as HammerHeadÈ piercing tools and 
SubsiteÈ Electronics technology. The event concluded with a gala reception and dinner.  
In addition, various customer teams competed in a drilling contest during the event. As the 
winners, teams from Denmark (first place), UK (second place) and Germany (third place) walked 
away with custom-made Ditch Witch trophies.  
Ditch Witch dealerships operate in more than 100 countries, on six continents with more than 175 
locations worldwide. Website: www.ditchwitch.com 

 
 

ER TECHNICAL INTRODUCES A PIPE COATING SERVICE 

M any drainage contractors are often faced with a pipe repair or renovation where traditional methods of lining or 
patching cannot be applied. There are many reasons for this, 
from access issues to multiple bends, diameter changes to time 
and costs. Pipe Coating is one possibility often overlooked and 
certainly not widely available in the UK until now. 
ER Technical Services now includes the Picote Pipe Coating 
system in its ever increasing range of pipe repair and renovation 
services. 
Using a specially designed 2-part resin, pump and delivery 
system coupled with the appropriate diameter brushes the system 
can be used in all pipe materials, PVC, clay, concrete and cast 
iron in diameters 32 mm to 150 mm, and can coat vertical and 
horizontal pipes. 
It can negotiate bends and diameter changes and can cope with 
temperatures ranging between -40 to +120oC giving a life 
expectancy of between 30 to 50 years. 
The resin is brushed rather than sprayed giving a uniformed 
finish of between 2 to 4 mm thick depending on the diameter of 
the pipe and the number of coats applied. As this is a brush 
coating system there is no need to use cutters to reopen lateral connections. 
Features include: 

¶ Quick & Easy solution 
¶ DN32 to DN150 
¶ Horizontal and vertical pipes 
¶ Multiple bends and diameter changes 
¶ PVC, Cast Iron, Clay, Concrete 
¶ Non corrosive and hard wearing finish 
¶ Coating can withstand temperatures of -40 to 120oC 
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¶ Life expectancy 30 to 50 years 
¶ Brushed not sprayed 
¶ No lateral cutting or reopening required 

ER Technical can now offer its valued customers yet another service when it comes to pipe repairs 
and another option for tricky projects where normal solutions cannot be applied. Leaving customers 
to concentrate on their main programme of works.   
So whether it is lining, patching, lateral cutting, camera surveying, leak detection, manhole 
chamber renovation and leakage repairs and now pipe coating - ER Technical is rapidly becoming a 
ógo to teamô for all drain and sewer related projects. Website: www.drainage-support.com 

 
 

SUCTION POWER SUPPORTS BRIDGE REINFORCEMENTS 

A comprehensive improvement plan identified a railway bridge on the network that required reinforcement. 
With several utilities buried under the bridge's road surface, 
including gas, water, electric and telecommunication lines, 
a safer option for excavation was needed. 
Vacuum excavation was chosen as the ideal solution to 
expose the buried assets, with hire provider Pier (UK) 
commissioned to complete the works.  
Contractors specifically chose the equipment as it is less 
intrusive compared to traditional options, with suction 
power reducing the risk of damage to the bridge structure 
and buried services. 
Pier (UK)ôs Managing Director Sean Quinn said: 
ñContractors were aware of the potential conflicts that 
could incur if the bridge structure was damaged during the works, so we were delighted to see them 
opt for vacuum excavation as a safer alternative. A vacuum excavator is ideal for this kind of 
application. Not only does it reduce risk of damage, but the equipment also emits less noise into the 
neighbouring area.ò  
Operators excavated along the bridge, carefully lifting material around the utilities until all lines 
were exposed. This safer, no-dig approach ensured work was completed without any delays or 
damage to the bridge. Website: www.pier-uk.co.uk  

 
 

AQUALINER FILES APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL PATENT 
PROTECTION  

A qualiner Limited, a company commercialising a unique trenchless pipe renewal technology for the drinking water and sewerage markets, recently announced that it has filed for further patent 
protection with the U.K. Patent and Trademark Office. The Patent Application (1616384.2) covers 
an invention that significantly improves its equipment for the drinking water market with potential 
for use in other lucrative pipe renewal applications including gas distribution and rising (pumped) 
sewer mains.  
The invention is a direct result of the external review of the overall equipment design along with 
the Companyôs new engineering team that has been put in place over the past six months. The 
invention is now incorporated into the heating device which is a core part of the Companyôs process. 
The patent application covers the high ratio expansion of the compressed air entering the heating 
deviceôs canister in a very short distance. This achieves as near as possible even flow of air across 
all of the electrical heating elements.  
This is a material milestone as it reflects the progress and significant improvements in the design 
and its potential to be used in other markets outside the water industry. This is the first patent 
application the Company has made in its own name. It intends to file additional patent applications 
to cover aspects of the ongoing engineering design work.   
The expected result of the current development work is to achieve a reliable process that can 
accommodate fluctuation in speed and other operating conditions. This provides a solid basis from 
which to expand out to the full portfolio of equipment.  
 ñThe project has moved from what had been perceived as a simple engineering project to one that 
includes a significant element of advanced fluid dynamics. This level of complexity presents a 
significant barrier of entry for any competitor.ò stated Archie Adams, Aqualinerôs Managing 
Director, who added, ñAqualinerôs value lies in its unique process that is protected by existing 
patents. The ability to enhance these by critical development and as a result apply for protection 
until 2036 is key to the Companyôs strategy to license the use of its technology. In addition, further 
patent applications are being considered that relate to other aspects of the design review.ò Website: 
www.aqualiner.co.uk 
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SPECIALIST WATER SERVICES FIRM IN BUY-OUT 

I ETG Group,  a water and wastewater specialist, has undergone a management buy-out from its US parent 
company IDEX Corporation.   
IETG and its sister company 40Seven will now become a 
standalone business under new parent company IETG 
Holdings, led by Ian Edwards, Managing Director, and 
Richard Bond, Finance Director. The MBO has been 
supported by funding from Bentley O-S Limited.   
IETG provides clean water, wastewater, drainage and 
CCTV services and is a global leader in flow monitoring, 
while 40Seven provides specialist surveying services 
including utility, land and topographical surveys to users in 
industry, construction and the utility sector. The group 
employs 150 staff across the UK, operating from 
headquarters in Leeds and its office in Sevenoaks.  
Dow Schofield Watts provided corporate finance advice and due diligence services to IETG 
Holdings with legal firm Gordons providing legal advice.  
Ian Edwards said: ñRichard and I are delighted to have had the opportunity to complete this 
management-led buy-out. IETG and 40Seven represent great brands in their respective markets and, 
with Bentley O-Sô support, we very much look forward to continuing to build on the recent 
historical success of the business.ò 
Tony Norwood, who led the transaction on behalf of Dow Schofield Watts, said: ñWhile IETG has 
had fantastic backing historically from IDEX, it is great to see the Leeds-based business re-establish 
itself as an independent company again. Ian and Richardôs leadership combined with the support of 
the Bentley O-S provides the group with the ideal platform for future growth.ò Jeff Gardner and Rob 
McCarthy from Dow Schofield Wattsô transaction services team completed financial due diligence. 
Jonathan Asquez, Duncan Firman and Lucy Leyland of Gordons in Leeds provided legal advice to 
IETG Holdings with Jonathan Simms and Sarah Harrison of Clarion Solicitors advising 
management. Website: www.ietg.co.uk 
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ñCompact and Powerfulò The versatile Terramac mini mac range offers the smallest  
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For more information  
Contact your UK dealer TA Drilling today. 

Tel: 01424 854112 
 

See us at Stand No33 @ No Dig Live 2016 

www.tadrilling.co.uk 

IETG completes management  
buy-out. 
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TT-UK LTD BECOMES TRACTO-TECHNIK UK LTD 

A s TRACTO-TECHNIK continues to develop into a global brand, the 
company is looking to benefit from its strong reputation in all markets 

served, including the UK and Irish markets. With new management arriving in 
April 2016, TT-UK decided that it was time to maximise opportunities for the 
TRACTO-TECHNIK range of trenchless solutions, rather than prioritising 
related products and applications. 
Managing Director Roger Wahl said: ñWe have a fantastic TRACTO-
TECHNIK product range that had taken a back seat in recent years as we became the prime 
distributor of suction excavation equipment in the UK. Whilst we retain an interest in suction 
excavation, we have decided that our main emphasis has to be on the distribution of our own 
products. Changing the company name to TRACTO-TECHNIK UK Ltd signifies this renewed 
focus.ò 
Business Development Manager Roger Atherton added: ñTRACTO-TECHNIK is close to 
launching new products as some of the Innovation Projects we are undertaking with our Project 
Partners near completion and we are committed to making the most of the opportunity this 
represents for us in the UK and Irish markets. We are investing in our support network, thus 
strengthening our regional support, so this name change is also a strong symbol for this new phase 
of growth we are entering.ò Website: www.tt-uk.com 

 
 

MAJOR CONTRACT AND NEW CONSULTANT 

L eeds-based Ant Hire, one of the UKôs leading suppliers 
to the water industry, has appointed Graham Tattersall to 

the role of Strategic Business Development Consultant. 
With over 37 yearsô experience in the drainage industry, 
Graham was previously Joint Managing Director at 
wastewater solutions provider Lanes For Drains, which he 
built into a Ã110 million turnover business with 22 offices 
and more than 1,100 employees across the UK. 
Graham will support Ant Hireôs new business programme 
which aims to increase turnover from Ã4 million to Ã10 
million in the next five years by delivering an ambitious sales 
strategy as well as advising and leading on acquisition activity.  
Graham said: ñAnt Hire has real potential for growth over the 
next few years and is the perfect company within which to 
channel my industry experience and expertise, particularly in 
respect of achieving growth and leading acquisitions. This 
presents an exciting opportunity for me to help take the 
business onto the next stage of its development.ò 
Further to this, Ant Hire also recently announced has been 
appointed by Industrial Water Jetting Systems Limited (IWJS) 
as its water and drainage solutions provider in a contract 
worth Ã1 million over the next five years. 
Under the contract, Ant Hire will provide IWJS, an 
approved sub-contractor for Yorkshire Water, with lateral 
pipe cutting robots, its revolutionary PatchBox Pipe Repair 
Kit and other drain consumables to help the wastewater 
management company deliver planned and reactive works for 
its water utility clients. 
The contract, with IWJSôs Leeds depot, builds on Ant Hireôs existing relationship with its 
Manchester and Suffolk depots. With six strategic locations throughout the UK, IWJS delivers 
national drainage and waste water management support to clients.  
Antony Scott, Director at Ant Hire, said: ñWe are delighted to have secured this significant 
contract which not only strengthens our existing relationship with IWJS, but also allows us to 
showcase our commitment and dedication to providing innovative products and customer-focused 
solutions by working closely with one of the leading drainage contractors within Yorkshire Water.ò 
Ronnie McMillan, IWJS Contracts Manager, said: ñAnt Hireôs innovative products and solutions 
are competitively priced, have widespread availability and are perfectly suited to our day-to-day 
needs. As well as Ant Hireôs ability to cater to our requirements regardless of the geography or 
complexity of the project, the teamôs friendly and pragmatic approach, willingness to exceed 
expectations and first class service delivery are what set them apart from the competition. We look 
forward to further developing our business relationship with them and helping thousands of 
businesses across Yorkshire to access essential water services.ò Website: www.anthire.co.uk 
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SUCCESSES WITH GUIDED BORING AND TUNNELLING ACROSS 
NORTH AMERICA 

I n spring 2016, Minger 
Construction, Inc. of Jordan, 

Minnesota, US completed 1,800 
ft (548 m) of sanitary sewer with 
two Akkerman guided boring 
machine (GBM) systems on 
Nicollet Avenue in Minneapolis, 
a popular social, shopping, and 
dining destination in the heart of 
downtown. The complete 
Nicollet Project, aims to 
transform the area for additional 
green space, pedestrian-friendly 
features and regions for social 
engagement. The Nicollet Mall 
Sanitary Sewer Replacement, 
Phase 1 & 2 projects are located 
at 12th and Nicollet Avenues, 
referred to as the Loring Woods section on the design.  
The areaôs sewer system was originally constructed in the 1890s and is in need of capacity 
upgrades. Today this is a highly urbanised region with many subsurface utilities making it ideal for 
pipe jacking with guided boring system technology. Minger Construction Inc. was the sole bidder, 
has much trenchless technology experience and a history of completed projects with the City.  
Minger crews were able to conform to the tight time frame for completion in order to coordinate 
with other Nicollet Project work. The contractor simultaneously used 4812 and 4800 GBM Series 
jacking frames, an increased Powered Cutter Head (PCH) to install the 30 in (7,620 mm) diameter 
steel casing with an 18 in (460 mm) diameter VCP carrier pipe, a 20 in (510 mm) diameter Powered 
Reaming Head (PRH) to install 15 in (380 mm) i.d. VCP, as well 12 in (305 mm ) i.d. VCP for a 
standard three-pass installation. 
Some 1,800 ft (549 m) installed in nine total runs. Installation depths ranged from 14 to 20 ft (4.3 
to 6.1 m), and the longest alignment was 425 ft (129.5 m). The sanitary sewer enhancements began 
in December 2015 and the last run was installed in May 2016. 
On another project, at the end of June 2016, Neptune Coring (Western) Ltd of Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada completed a 183 m (600 ft), 1,500 mm (60 in) i.d. RCP tunnel using an Akkerman Series I 
TBM 600 and its new 5200 Pump Unit. The tunnel on the Ekota Dry Pond and Menisa Storm Relief 
Project, located in the Ekota Subdivision of Mill Woods in Edmonton will alleviate sanitary sewer 
backups and surface flooding in the two neighbourhoods. The general contractor on the project was 
Sureway Construction Ltd. and it was designed by Sameng Inc. The project is owned by the City of 
Edmonton ï Utilities Infrastructure. 
Neptune, a longtime 5000 Series pump unit customer, reported that its crew was very pleased with 
the performance of the new 5200 pump unit on this run. Mitchell Campbell, project manager stated: 
ñIt operates much quieter than its predecessor, the controls are user-friendly and the separate pump 
was more efficient.ò  
He further added that: ñThe added hydraulic oil flows on the 5200 pump unit made for quick pipe 
installation, even in adverse geology.ò Crew experienced relatively low thrust pressures throughout, 

ranging from 3,800-5000 towards 
the end of the run.  
Production was enhanced with the 
use of bentonite at several locations 
throughout the tunnel which helped 
to keep the pressures low. No 
intermediate jacking stations (IJS) 
were needed.  
The alignment ran through glacial 
till conditions. Several large rocks 
were hand-mined along the way. In 
the end, crews were able to achieve 
an average production rate of four 
pipes per day. Website: 
www.akkerman.com 

É 2016 NoDig Media Services 

PIPE JACKING, MICROTUNNELLING,  
TUNNELLING & AUGER BORING 

For General Information on Pipe Jacking, Microtunnelling & Auger Boring click here 

 

TRACTO-TECHNIK 
INSPIRING  

TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES 
for the underground installation and 
trenchless renewal of pipelines 

Akkerman develops,  
manufactures and supports 
quality pipe jacking, tunnelling, 
microtunnelling and guided 
boring equipment for the  
accurate installation of  

underground infrastructure for 
an extensive range of  
diameters and geology. 

SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Logo for weblink 

TORO and  
American Augers Directional Drills  

Auger Boring Equipment 
Tooling & Drill Rods 

Drilling Fluids 
Recycling & Mixing Systems 
Digital Location Equipment 

One of the two Minger Construction Akkerman guided  
boring machine (GBM) systems on Nicollet Avenue in  
Minneapolis. 

Holing out on the Neptune Coring 
project in Edmonton, Alberta. 

http://www.akkerman.com
http://www.nodigmedia.co.uk/Jacked_Pipe.html
http://www.tracto-technik.com/
http://www.akkerman.com/
http://www.tadrilling.co.uk/

































