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DITCH WITCH® JT10 HDD CLAIMS UNBEATABLE POWER IN A 
COMPACT PACKAGE  

D itch Witch®, a Charles Machine 
Works Company, has introduced 

the JT10 horizontal directional drill 
(HDD) providing operators with what 
is claimed to be exceptional power in 
a compact, reliable platform. For 
superior productivity, the machine 
incorporates advanced features found 
on larger units while remaining the 
most compact drill in its class.  

Powered by an air-cooled, Tier 4 66 
hp (49 kW) Deutz® diesel engine, the 
JT10 is claimed to be the most 
powerful drill in its class, and 
provides operators with an easy-to-
service engine for lasting 
performance. With the combination of 
10,000 lb (44 kN) of pullback force and a standard, 16 gpm mud pump, it also offers advanced 
power and better mudflow, allowing operators to efficiently complete larger-diameter reams on 
smaller jobs.  

“The increased productivity and efficiency of our new JT10 unit combines the simplicity of a 
smaller drill with the power of larger HDDs.” said Seth Matthesen, Ditch Witch senior product 
manager, horizontal directional drills. “Today’s operators are facing more challenging 
environments, especially those found on compact, urban jobsites, and the JT10 helps combat those 
challenges. The innovative design and boosted power help operators stay productive and increase 
uptime on the job, keeping them profitable day after day.”  

The drill is equipped with an onboard, 40 gallon (150 l) fluid tank, providing additional fluid 
during short bores and easy clean-up while on the job. And with a class-leading, on-board drill-pipe 
capacity of 324 ft (98 m) and quicker cycle times than its predecessor, operators can install more 
pipe in the ground and faster.  
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The JT10 also features an ergonomic operator station with a traversing seat that positions the 
operator in the centre of the pipe rack for easy-to-reach pipe handling and greater comfort for long 
hours on the job. Operators can increase performance with the drill’s advanced display that provides 
a clear, direct view into operational and engine diagnostics. Single joystick controls for thrust and 
rotation allow for smoother operations, and leaves operators a free hand to focus on other tasks, 
including mudflow and jobsite communication. Website: www.ditchwitch.com/directional-drills/
directional-drills/jt10  

 
 

CHRIS LOUGHLIN APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF BRITISH WATER 

C hris Loughlin, chief executive of the Pennon Group Plc, owner 
of South West Water and Viridor, has taken up the position of 

chairman of British Water. Mr Loughlin joined the board of the 
trade association as a non-executive director in May 2016. 

British Water chief executive Lloyd Martin said: “We are 
absolutely delighted that Chris Loughlin has agreed to take up the 
position of chairman of the board at British Water.  This is a time of 
unparalleled change for the UK water industry. Significant shifts in 
the regulatory landscape and in our economic and trading 
relationships with our European and global partners can be 
anticipated. The experience and in-depth knowledge Chris can bring 
to the role will be invaluable to our members.” 

Mr Martin also thanked outgoing chairman Tony Williams for his 
commitment to British Water. “On behalf of the British Water board 
and the management team I would like to thank Tony Williams for 
the time and effort he has put into the role of chairman throughout 
the last 18 months. Tony stepped in at a time of transition not only 
in the water industry, but also within British Water, and his contribution has been exceptional.” 

Mr Loughlin began his engineering career in consulting and contracting before becoming a 
chartered civil engineer. He was formerly chief operating officer for Lloyd’s Register, executive 
director of British Nuclear Fuels and executive chairman of Magnox Electric. He was also a senior 
diplomat in the British Embassy in Tokyo. 

A former chairman of Water UK, Chris Loughlin is past president of the Institute of Water and is 
on the Board of Trustees for WaterAid and a member of the charity’s audit committee. He is vice 
chairman of Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Local Enterprise Partnership. 

Mr Loughlin said: “I am very pleased to take up the role of chairman of British Water at this 
challenging time for the industry. Our members will need to navigate likely changes to 
environmental regulations and rules governing global trade during a period of considerable 
economic uncertainty. Building collaborative relationships across the water and environment sector 
is central to British Water’s aims in the coming months and years. With decades of experience in 
international markets and roots firmly planted in the UK water sector, British Water is ideally placed 
to support our members’ businesses and help shape the policies of the future.” Website: 
www.britishwater.co.uk  

 

MCELROY PARTNERS WITH NETAFIM 

M cElroy, a world leader in the manufacture of pipe fusion machines, and Netafim, a world 
leading irrigation company, have joined forces to meet the demand for HDPE (high-density 

polyethylene) pipeline solutions serving the irrigation industry and the growing opportunities in 
potable water and natural gas. 

Both companies are pioneers in their fields, devoting decades to providing quality infrastructure 
and jobsite solutions to create a sustainable future. 

“There are many similarities in the history of our companies, the team-based reward systems our 
organisations have and the passion we each share to do our part to make the world a better place.” 
said McElroy President Chip McElroy. 

McElroy was the featured equipment manufacturer at Netafim’s Open House recently which 
debuted the expansion of Netafim’s HDPE fusion equipment business. Netafim also sent 
representatives to McElroy’s Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA headquarters to take fusion operator courses at 
McElroy University which also offers training in troubleshooting, maintenance and inspection. 

“We are excited about the many benefits McElroy machines will bring to our growing operation.” 
said Netafim Water Infrastructure Manager Ido Goldsman. “They are well-engineered and easy to 
operate, plus they will enhance our productivity in the field with the added assurance of technical 
support.” 

Marwan Ali, owner of Northern Arc, took fusion training for medium- and large-diameter pipe in 
preparation for several jobs in the water industry and what he expects will be many more jobs to line 
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up in Israel and South Africa. “I’ve been around different countries, but what we saw here made a 
big impression on us.” Ali said. “It is a good machine and the training is very professional. This will 
not be the first machine for me.” 

Ali said he was struck by the quality of the machines and their productivity as well as the 
machine’s safety features and the training and opportunity to visit McElroy and its facilities.  

“I can tell you that the McElroy machine has a lot of advantages.” said Gaby Ben David, who also 
trained at McElroy recently. “It’s simple to operate and with the way it is designed, it makes sense 
when you operate it.” Website: www.mcelroy.com 

 
 

RPM ACQUIRES SPECIALTY CHEMICALS MANUFACTURER  
RPM International Inc. recently announced that it has 
acquired Prime Resins to be part of its USL 
Group. Prime Resins is a manufacturer of specialty 
chemicals and equipment for infrastructure construction 
and repair.  

Headquartered in Conyers, Georgia, USA, Prime 
Resins has annual net sales of approximately US$7 
million. Terms of the transaction, which is expected to 
be accretive to earnings within one year, were not 
disclosed. 

Prime Resins’ product range includes a broad range 
of polyurethane and epoxy grouts, foams, adhesives and 
coatings.  

The company’s products are primarily used for leak 
sealing, concrete structural repair, slab lifting and soil stabilisation. Product applications include 
highways, roads, bridges, airport runways, sewage systems and retaining walls. 

The USL Group is comprised of several business units that provide a wide array of coatings, 
products and services for infrastructure projects, including bridges, roadways and car parks. It is 
based in the U.K. and has operations across Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the U.S. 

“Prime Resins will operate within our USL Group of companies and will continue to be led by its 
founder and president, David Barton.” stated Frank C. Sullivan, RPM chairman and chief executive 
officer.  

Mr Sullivan continued: “We intend to drive its top-line growth by leveraging the Prime Resins 
sales force to bring more of USL’s differentiated product technologies to the U.S. infrastructure 
market. At the same time, we will improve its bottom line through access to RPM’s raw materials 
purchasing network.” Website: www.rpminc.com 
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STONEHENGE TUNNEL FORMS PART OF ROADS PACKAGE  
TO CUT CONGESTION IN SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

M ajor plans to transform the A303 as part of a £2 billion investment in the south-west of 
England, which will see the construction of a tunnel at the historic Stonehenge site, were 

recently unveiled by the UK’s Transport Secretary Chris Grayling. 
The upgrade will develop the A303 corridor into a high quality, high performing route linking the 

M3 in the south-east and the M5 in the south-west, improving journeys for millions of people. 
Secretary of State for Transport Chris Grayling said: “This government is taking the big decisions 

for Britain’s future, underlined by our record £15 billion funding for road schemes. This major 
investment in the south-west will transform the A303 and benefit those locally by cutting congestion 
and improving journey times. It will also boost the economy, linking people with jobs and 
businesses with customers - driving forward our agenda to build a country that works for everyone 
and not just the privileged few.” 

Drivers, hauliers, residents and other road users are being invited to have their say on the proposal 
to upgrade a seven-mile single carriageway stretch of the A303 near Stonehenge in Wiltshire into a 
dual carriageway. 

The single carriageway section of the A303 currently runs alongside the stones and the proposed 
option is to construct a 1.8 mile dual carriageway tunnel to improve journey times, remove the sight 
and sound of traffic and enhance the world heritage site. 

The 2014 Road investment strategy committed to upgrading all remaining sections of the A303 
between the M3 and M5 to dual carriageway standard, starting with 3 schemes: 

 at Stonehenge 
 between Sparkford and Ilchester 
 between Taunton and Southfields 

Highways England Chief Executive Jim O’Sullivan said: “We are delivering the biggest 
investment programme in our roads in a generation. Our plans for the A303 recognise the national 
importance of the route and these improvements will bring real benefit to the region and local 
communities. The public exhibitions will provide an excellent opportunity to explain further our 
plans and to hear feedback from stakeholders on our proposals to deliver the scheme.” 

The Stonehenge consultation launched on 12 January and will offer the public the chance to view 
the proposals and meet the project team. Public consultation for the latter 2 projects will follow in 
due course. The Stonehenge scheme proposals also include a bypass for the village of Winterbourne 
Stoke and improvements to existing junctions between the A303 and the intersecting A345 and 
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A360 north-south roads. The consultation runs between 12 January and 5 March. Following the 
consultation the preferred route will be announced later in 2017 and is subject to the completion of 
statutory procedures for development consent. 

Public exhibitions will be staged at the following locations: 
 The Manor Barn, Manor House, Winterbourne Stoke on Saturday, 14 January  

(11am-5pm) 
 Antrobus House, Amesbury, on Wednesday, 18 January (2pm-8pm) 
 Shrewton Village Hall, The Hollow, Shrewton, on Friday, 20 January (5pm-9pm) 
 Avon Valley College, Recreation Road, Durrington, on Saturday 21 January  

(11am-5pm) 
 Larkhill Primary School, Wilson Road, Larkhill, Tuesday, 24 January (5pm-9pm) 
 The Manor Barn, Manor House, Winterbourne Stoke on Friday, 27 January  

(2pm-8pm) 
 Salisbury Guildhall, The Market Place, Salisbury, on Saturday 28 January (11am-5pm) 
 Grove Hall, Church Street, Mere, near Warminster, on Saturday 4 February  

(11am-5pm) 
 Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, on Monday 6 February 

(2pm-8pm) 
 Antrobus House, Amesbury, Wednesday, 8 February (2pm-8pm) 

 
 

CERTIFIED PATCH REPAIR TRAINING NOW  
INCLUDED IN CONTRACTOR PACKS 

P ipe Doctor manufacturer, Source One Environmental (S1E), has made a recent change to its 
Contractor Packs, adding training as part of the complete pack. “The packs were always 

intended to offer contractors everything they needed to begin a patching service.” stated S1E MD 
Glenn Cartledge. “Training is one of the most important elements when you start out, so we have 
now added it to the Packs to deliver that complete kit.” 

The training that is included is S1E’s patch repair course, certified by E&U Skills, which is 
delivered either at S1E’s Barnsley headquarters or at customers’ depots, whichever is more 
convenient to the trainees. “The independent verification of the course by E&U Skills is important 
to us, so our customers know that they are being trained to a high standard and can demonstrate that 
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to their own clients.  They then 
install the WRc-approved Pipe 
Doctor, so that their entire patch 
repair service delivers 
professionalism.” explained 
Glenn. 

As well as training, the packs include a compressor, adaptor, 
regulator and hose, as well as a packer, push rods and Pipe Doctor 
patch repair kits. 

“Contractors tend to buy the Packs either when they are 
beginning to offer a patch repair service or when they are 
expanding. The Pack can go straight onto the van and the 
operators are ready to go.” concluded Glenn. Website: www.s1e.co.uk 

 
 

SPiDER MANHOLE SCANNER LAUNCHED 

C UES, based in Orlando, Florida, USA, 
recently introduced what is claimed to 

be the only truly wireless, colour, manhole 
inspection technology in a lightweight and 
compact form factor called the SPiDER.  

The SPiDER is a scanner which can 
calculate its position in the manhole shaft by 
using its sensor data to measure its 
incremental motion. This technology frees 
inspections from problems associated with 
inaccurate, poorly calibrated, cable counters 
and poorly managed cables. SPIDER weighs 
less than 30 lb (13.5 kg) and can be hand 
carried to easements or other previously 
difficult-to-access sites. 

This portability is possible because the 
processing computer and battery supply are 
integrated into the scanner. Additionally, 
SPIDER does not require an inspection truck 
or other piece of equipment (other than the 
included tablet) for operational use. 

Features and Benefits include: 
 Measureable Data - SPiDER collects millions of three-dimensional (3D) points during 

each manhole scan that provides engineering and survey quality information on 
manhole geometry and condition. Output can be used for structural assessment, pre- 
and post-rehabilitation analysis, hydrological surveys, as well as general condition 
assessment. 

 Portability - SPiDER weighs less than 30 lb (13.5 kg) and can be hand carried to 
difficult to access sites. Additionally, SPiDER does not require a truck or data/power 
cable for operational use. Scanning data is recorded on the unit. 

 Tetherless Positioning - SPiDER can calculate its position in the manhole shaft by 
using its internal sensor data to measure its incremental motion. This technology frees 
manhole scanning from problems associated with inaccurate, poorly calibrated cable 
counters and poorly managed cables. 

 Tablet Controlled - SPiDER is operated with a tablet which controls the scanner’s 
cameras and lights. 

 3D, Textured Point Clouds - SPiDER provides renderings of manhole geometry to 
provide three dimensional visualisation that can be imported into a wide range of 3D 
viewers. 

 File Format Deliverables - 3D MPEG Video (.MPG); Point Cloud (.PLY) which can 
be converted to: Surface Model (.STL), CAD Model (.DXF), Virtual Model (.OBJ) 
and MACP Report using client preferred NASSCO Certified Software 

 Live Video - SPiDER provides a 190o field-of-view live video stream making it an 
ideal tool for Infiltration and Inflow (I&I) studies which depend on live video to detect 
moving water. Website: www.cuesinc.com/SPiDER.html 
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PIPELINE CROSSING IN A SINGLE STEP  

I n the autumn of 2016, drilling 
contractor PPI Chrobok S.A. 

installed two new gas pipelines 
in Poland.  

The alignment runs alongside 
existing gas lines and through 
geologically challenging terrain. 
With the laying of the 700 and 
464 meter long pipelines, 
Herrenknecht’s Direct Pipe 
technology was used in Poland 
for the first time.  

With the construction of a new 
north-south pipeline connection, 
Poland is reacting to the 
increasing local demand for gas. 
Part of this network expansion is 
the ‘Czeszów-Wierzchowice Gas 
Pipeline Project’ in the southwest of the country. Until recently, only HDD technology (Horizontal 
Directional Drilling) had been used for crossing rivers or roads during pipeline projects in Poland. 
Used for decades, the method has proved its worth for large numbers of boreholes, but it reaches its 
technical and economic limits in heterogeneous, non-stable ground conditions.   

The sandy, sticky clay of the pipeline crossings in Wierzchowice and Czeszów presented the 
drilling crew with just such project conditions. Furthermore, the two alignments with lengths of 700 
m and 464 m respectively run alongside existing gas pipelines.  

Uncontrolled deviations during the drilling process therefore had to be avoided at all costs. In view 
of these requirements, for the first time main contractor PGNiG Technologies S.A. together with 
drilling contractor PPI Chrobok S.A. opted for the innovative Direct Pipe technology from 
Herrenknecht. This method combines the advantages of microtunnelling and HDD technology. In a 
single step the required borehole is created and the prefabricated pipe is simultaneously installed 
without a trench.   

Thanks to the gyrocompass navigation system which allows for an exact steering of the TBM, the 
drilling crew precisely installed the two pipelines with an outer diameter of 1,047 mm underground 
in just 13 and 16 drilling days respectively. In doing so, they safely crossed, among others, beneath 
an ecologically sensitive fish pond.  

The sticky ground that typically tends to cause blockages is not a barrier for the Direct Pipe 
method. Even at very high levels of friction resistance, the 500 t of thrust provided by the Pipe 
Thruster in the launch shaft is more than enough.  

Despite the small overcut of only few centimeters, no damage was detected on the coating after 
the pipe laying. Overall, a very positive conclusion was drawn after successful completion of the 
project.  

With daily best performances of 147 m, Roland Kośka, Planning & Monitoring Manager for client 
GAZ-SYSTEM, summed up the project saying: “As a combination of HDD and microtunnelling, 
Direct Pipe overcomes their respective limitations which, to a large extent, are no longer obstacles 
to pipeline construction. This will also allow us to pursue new projects in the future and complete 
them economically, quickly and with minimal impact on the local infrastructure and environment.” 
Website: www.herrenknecht.com   
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The prefabricated pipeline was pushed in from the launch 
shaft with a HK500PT Pipe Thruster from Herrenknecht.  
Picture courtesy of Gaz-System.  

Left: On October 12, 2016, the AVN800 achieved the last of two breakthroughs in Czeszów,  
Poland. 
Right: Polish drilling contractor PPI Chrobok S.A. invited international experts to visit the 
jobsite in Czeszów during the construction works. 
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COOLING WATER PIPELINE FOR THE VOESTALPINE STEEL PLANT  

T he Voestalpine AG steel plant in Donawitz is 
an internationally renowned steel company. 

Voestalpine places highest demands not only on the 
company’s products, but also on the plant 
infrastructure. When it turned out that a cooling 
water pipeline had to be replaced, the company 
looked for a solution that would match its high 
quality criteria and challenging conditions on site. 
The installation had to be implemented in limited 
space, with a trenchless method, and included a 
curve. The new 100 m long pipeline was to pass 
beneath a road and some railtrack, past old 
foundations and pipelines underground, and further 
obstacles along the pipeline route had to be 
expected. 

Since the soil did not contain any groundwater, it 
was decided to install the curved trenchless 
installation with open shield tunnelling technology. 
This would allow for a flexible approach to all sorts 
of challenges along the planned pipeline route. In 
terms of an adequate top-quality pipe material, 
Voestalpine found what they required at HOBAS 
with its HOBAS GRP Pressure Pipeline De 1720 
pipe. Thanks to the small outside diameter in 
relation to the inside diameter, HOBAS Jacking 
Pipes are in fact ideally suited for restricted space 
conditions, featuring a low weight at maximum 
compressive strength. A smaller outer diameter 
requires a smaller borehole, which in turn means less soil to excavate and dispose of. 

Another significant advantage concerns the fact that the pipes’ smooth outside surface ensures low 
friction and resistance during jacking and whenever jacking is (re-)initiated, for instance after 
standstill periods. In view of the partly unforeseeable soil conditions and necessary adaptations in 
the course of tunnelling works, this was an essential benefit.  

Thanks to the elasticity of the GRP material, allowing for an optimal transmission of jacking 
forces without timber packing rings and a high steering precision, HOBAS Jacking Pipes are also 
ideal for curved trenchless installations. 

In early 2016, more than 100 m of centrifugally cast HOBAS GRP 2 m long Pressure Jacking 
Pipes, with a stiffness of 100,000 N/m² and a pressure class of PN 6, were delivered to Voestalpine 
AG in Donawitz. Despite challenging circumstances, construction companies Max Bögl of Germany 
and Hinteregger & Söhne of Austria successfully completed the open shield jacking installation, 
including a 300 m radius curve, in just two months. With an expected lifetime of up to 100 years, 
the HOBAS Cooling Water Pipes now ensure a reliable and successful service at the steel plant. 
Website: www.hobas.com 
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The launch shaft for the open shield pipe 
jacking installation at the Voestalpine AG 
steel plant. 

The HOBAS GRP Pressure Pipeline De 1720 pipes awaiting installation at the steel plant site. 
Inset: A view through the successfully installed pipeline showing the degree of curvature  
required in the jacking operation. 
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TRENCHLESS THROUGH THE BADRINA BIOTOPE   

T he Delitzsch-Rackwitzer water supply 
association (DERAWA) was faced with 

one of its largest investment projects in 
Badrina. In order to stabilise the raw water 
supply for Delitzsch and its surrounding 
communities in Saxony it was necessary to 
replace an old pipeline which in part runs 
through the Badrina biotope. For those not 
familiar with the term a Biotope is an area 
of uniform environmental conditions 
providing a living place for a specific 
assemblage of plants and animals. The term 
Biotope is almost synonymous with the 
term ‘habitat’, which is more commonly 
used in English-speaking countries. 
However, in some countries these two terms 
are distinguished with the subject of a 
habitat being a population and the subject of 
a biotope being a biocoenosis or biological community.  

The outstanding feature in Badrina is the oligotrophic (low in nutrients and humus) to mesotrophic 
(medium level of nutrients), calcareous standing water. Bodies of water of this habitat type are very 
rare in the natural environment. The ponds, left in their natural state, consist of bodies of clear water 
relatively low in nutrients which have populations of stonewort spread over large areas. They are in 
a good state of preservation. Although there is direct access from the road, anthropogenic 
interference is low. However use as fishing or angling waters or driving over the land with heavy 
machines would massively endanger the present favourable state of preservation. The biotope in 
Badrina is part of the ‘Natura 2000’ network, the official name of a coherent network of protected 
areas which has been established within the European Union in accordance with EEC Directive 
92/43. Its aim is to protect endangered native plants and animal species and their natural habitats in 
the countries of Europe. The network of protected areas also includes those areas designated in EEC 
Directive 79/409, known as the wild birds directive. 

The Delitzsch water supply association draws its raw water from the Prellheide North and South 
well catchment areas and from the Spröda district. A 16 km long DN 500 steel transport pipeline 
was laid specifically for this purpose in the 1970’s. The pipeline stretches from Badrina, a district of 
Delitzsch, to Scholitz through sensitive biotopes such as wetland meadows and reed-beds. 
Unfortunately over recent years it has often been necessary to carry out repair work because the 
steel pipeline has suffered corrosion damage. The susceptibility of the 40+ year old pipeline to faults 
and failures had been steadily increasing. Therefore the replacement of the section of pipeline in the 
Badrina biotope was looming for DERAWA. It was the largest and most expensive investment for 
many years. It cost around €500,000 to put the new pipeline in the ground in place of the old one.  

The local supply company depends on this pipeline for the supply of drinking water to the 48,000 
inhabitants in its service area as well as the industrial, business, commercial and agricultural 
concerns and public institutions established there. 

 
PLANNING 
The planning of this project took DERAWA more than a year. Four nature reserves appear on the 
construction plans for the 480 m long pipeline, so the planners decided on trenchless installation 
using the HDD technique with DN  500  ductile iron pipes with BLS® restrained push-in joints and 
cement mortar coating to EN 15542 standard. Because of the local circumstances, the only method 

to use was the environmentally-friendly 
horizontal directional drilling process, in this 
case with a gyrocompass control system. This 
uses navigation software and a ring laser 
gyroscope to direct and control the drill so 
that it stays on the reference line with 
centimetre precision between the starting pit 
and the target pit. This special version was 
used because of the ban on entering the 
biotope. With the directional drilling 
technique directional control normally 
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A view across the Badrina biotope. 

Preparing a length of ductile iron pipe for 
installation after the pilot bore was  
completed. 
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involves installation of a magnetic 
tracking systems along the route. In 
this case the path between starting 
and target pit was controlled on the 
rig’s computer monitor only. The 
Badrina soil was excavated metre by 
metre by a bentonite suspension, a 
mixture of natural clay and water, 
discharged under high pressure from 
the tip of the drill head. The 
suspension supports the drill hole and 
is later recycled.  

Because of the restricted space 
available, the pipeline was assembled 
using the single pipe technique on an 
angled assembly ramp, an advantage 
when there is a lack of space around 
the starting pit. Contrary to some 
initial concerns regarding the time 
that assembly would take using 
cement mortar coated shrink-on 
sleeves, after a short familiarisation period some very short assembly times were achieved. So, 
despite the single-pipe assembly, the pipeline was able to be pulled in within a few hours. A robust 
and resistant joint protection with shrink-on sleeves keeps both the directional drilling suspension 
and the groundwater of the biotope away from the joint gap. 

A time window of around 48 hours reserve supply was available at the waterworks until the 
reconnection of the new pipeline. 

  
CONSTRUCTION WORK  
For the directional drilling, contractor Beermann Bohrtechnik GmbH of Zeitz used drilling 
equipment with a pulling force of 1,000 kN. The first 200 mm diameter pilot bore was completed 
within a day and the six workers from the drilling company did not come up against any obstacles. 
On the second run, the diameter was increased to 750 mm and finally widened to 920 mm. Using 
heavy-duty equipment, the string of new, 6 m long DN 500 pipes was pulled through the borehole. 
The single-pipe assembly of the DN 500 BLS® pipes was carried out by the construction company 
Josef Pfaffinger Leipzig Baugesellschaft mbH. An assembly ramp was used to introduce the pipes 
into the borehole at a target entry angle of 11°.  The excavation pit was approximately 15 m long. 
Before pulling in, the joint of the ductile iron pipe was protected with a shrink-on sleeve and a sheet 
steel cone. 

The pipes were assembled quickly and without complication with the help of an excavator 
standing ready on site. The BLS® push-in joints were ‘locked’ using the traction force of the drilling 
equipment. The operation of pulling in the pipes was completed in just 12½ hours without any 
particular incidents. After a brief orientation phase, assembly times of around 9 minutes were able to 
be achieved. The pipe pulling was monitored with a tensile force gauge. 

Once the pipes had been successfully pulled in the new pipeline was connected up to the existing 
system with PN 10 ductile cast iron fittings. The starting and target pits were then dismantled and 
reinstated. 

 
OPEN DAY 
Together with the water supply company, the pipe manufacturer used this particular project as an 
opportunity to invite interested parties, planners and clients from the surrounding communities to a 
site open day. After a tour of the waterworks in Delitzsch the visitors could see for themselves just 
how uncomplicated, fast and perfect the trenchless installation of ductile iron pipes can be. The 
guests followed the assembly of the BLS® push-in joints and the subsequent pulling-in process with 
great interest. There was a high degree of enthusiasm, especially since most of the visitors were 
aware of how much depends on the successful installation of the main Delitzsch-Rackwitzer water 
supply pipeline. 

It is precisely in complicated situations with obstacles and particular requirements that the 
trenchless HDD technique in combination with ductile iron pipes has proved its worth time and 
again. The robustness of the pipes, maximum security against the internal pressures occurring and 
the high external load capacity are guarantees of high operational reliability and a long working life. 
The new pipeline of ductile iron pipes should now last for at least the next 50 years. 

Thanks to the flexible BLS® push-in joints the pipeline could be installed through the Badrina 
biotope safely and rapidly using the trenchless laying technique with nobody entering the biotope to 
disturb the sensitive ecosystem. Website: www.eadips.org 

 

© 2017 NoDig Media Services 

SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Logo for weblink 

HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 
For General Information on Horizontal Directional Drilling click here 

McElroy Manufacturing is the 
leading manufacturer of  
polyethylene pipe fusion  

equipment and provider of 
customer-driven solutions to 
PE engineers and contractors 

worldwide. 

TRACTO-TECHNIK 
INSPIRING  

TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES 
for the underground installation and 

trenchless renewal of pipelines 

Suppliers of Directional Drills, 
AXIS® Guided Boring  

System, Mixing Systems,  
Digital Location Systems, Rock  

Drilling, Tooling and  
Accessories, Impact Moles and 
Vacuum Excavation systems 
across the UK and Ireland. 

TORO and  
American Augers Directional Drills  

Auger Boring Equipment 
Tooling & Drill Rods 

Drilling Fluids 
Recycling & Mixing Systems 
Digital Location Equipment 

Ditch Witch 
UK & Ireland 

All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional 
Drills, HDD Training, Mixing/

Recycling Systems, HDD Drilling 
Fluids, Drill Pipe, Backreamers,  

Tri-Hawk Tooling,  
HDD Guidance Systems,  

Utility Locators,  
Vac Systems, Trenchers,  

Vibratory Ploughs. 

The first ductile iron pipe is attached to the drill rods for 
commencement of the pull-in operation using a swivel 
arrangement. 
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ANDERSON UNDERGROUND BREAKS GROUND AND RECORDS 

L ocated in Central 
Minnesota, USA 

Anderson Underground 
provides a wide range of 
utility-construction services 
across the American 
Midwest.  

The company was 
founded in 2004 and has 
since grown from running a 
single horizontal directional 
drill (HDD) to operating a 
full fleet for 
telecommunications, 
power, water, sewer, and 
wind-industry projects.  

As the company 
continues to expand and take on new projects, it often evaluates its fleet, looking for ways to keep 
up with equipment advancements and improve return on jobs. After an evaluation in the spring of 
2015, Anderson Underground made the decision to add its first Ditch Witch drill, a JT25 HDD.  

“My job as a business owner is to provide my team with productive equipment that can get a job 
done efficiently while improving our ROI, and the JT25 does exactly that.” said Nick Anderson, co-
founder and president, Anderson Underground. “We could tell the JT25 was designed specifically 
for utility operators because its open-topped vice systems provide direct visibility to the tool joint, 
which increases overall productivity.” 

Equipped with a 130-hp, Tier 4 Cummins® diesel engine, the JT25 offers 27,000 lb (12 t) of thrust 
and pullback and 4,000 ftlb (5,420 Nm) of rotational torque. It is ideal for installing utility pipe and 
cables up to 4 in (100 mm) diameter.  

Once added to the fleet, Anderson Underground operators were quick to learn and employ all the 
JT25 has to offer. The rig has met the daily average of 1,500 to 2,000 ft (450 to 610 m) that most 
drills provide, and on occasion surpassed that average, boring more than 1,000 ft (300 m) at a time. 

Operators knew they could depend on the JT25 for its continuous productivity. That is why it was 
used when Anderson Underground was hired to install product to enable Wi-Fi before a large 
anniversary rally and celebration at a 
major campground in South Dakota. The 
job called for 20,000 to 25,000 ft (6,100 
to 7,620 m) of boring on a tight schedule.  

While on the job, operators were 
reminded of a company record for boring 
out and pulling back more than 3,000 ft 
(915 m) of product in one day. The 
operators who achieved that record 
earned company recognition through a 
photo that hangs on the walls of Anderson 
Underground headquarters.  

While working on the job in South 
Dakota, the operators worked to surpass 
that record and earn similar recognition. 
By the time operators called it quits for 
day one, they had officially set a new 
record.  

The team bored and pulled back 3,380 ft 
(1,030 m) of product. The full installation 
at the campground was completed in 14 
days.  

“The JT25 has accomplished every job 
we have thrown its way, and our 
operators appreciate its consistent, 
reliable performance, as well as the 
ergonomic work station and quiet 
operation.” said Nick. “As we evaluate 
adding another drill to our fleet, Ditch 
Witch will be a strong contender.” 
Website: www.ditchwitch.com 
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The Anderson Underground crew. 

http://www.ditchwitch.com
http://www.nodigmedia.co.uk/HDD.html
http://www.mcelroy.com/
http://www.tracto-technik.com/
http://www.vermeer-uk.co.uk/
http://www.tadrilling.co.uk/
http://www.ditchwitch.co.uk/
http://www.mcelroy.com/


 

INDUSTRY, COMPANY AND 
 INSTITUTION NEWS AND RESEARCH 

 

© 2017 NoDig Media Services 

SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Logo for weblink 

McElroy Manufacturing is the 
leading manufacturer of  
polyethylene pipe fusion  

equipment and provider of 
customer-driven solutions to 
PE engineers and contractors 

worldwide. 

Steve Vick International  
designs and manufactures 
products for the trenchless 

renovation and decommission 
of pipes worldwide. Products 

include Pipe Coil Trailers, Pipe 
Handlers and Pipe Cutting 

Equipment. 

Akkerman develops,  
manufactures and supports 

quality pipe jacking, tunnelling, 
microtunnelling and guided 

boring equipment for the  
accurate installation of  

underground infrastructure for 
an extensive range of  

diameters and geology. 

In-house developer and 
manufacturer of lateral 

cutters, high-speed drain 
cleaning equipment, pipe 

coating systems, collapsed 
liner removal, root and 

scale removal tools. 

Mammoth Equipment Ltd  
provides full sales, service, spares 
and support for the full range of 

Hammerhead Trenchless Equipment, 
including Moles, Bursters, Rammers, 

winches and ancillary equipment 
including portable Rotair 

compressors, pipe towing heads etc. 
in the UK and Ireland. 

http://www.mcelroy.com/
http://www.stevevick.com/
http://www.akkerman.com/
http://www.picotesolutions.com/
http://www.mammothequipment.co.uk/
http://www.pipetrailers.co.uk/


FITTING A ROUND PEG INTO A SQUARE HOLE 

C onnecting a round pipe to a square box culvert in 
Whitehaven recently posed a challenge for contractors 

MetroRod Cumbria, as traditional methods could not be used.  
Instead, flexible Pipe Doctor no-dig patch repair and Sealguard II 
grout products, both supplied by Source One Environmental 
(S1E), were used to create a reliable joint.  

“The run-off from this particular location was to a sensitive 
water course, so our repair had to be environmentally-friendly, 
causing no contamination, and therefore we could not simply 
concrete the pipe in.” stated Steve Oakes, Metrorod Cumbria 
owner and MD. 

Tony Hickman, Technical Sales Manager of S1E, volunteered to 
attend site with the Metrorod team to develop a solution together. 
“When we arrived, we found groundwater flooding from the 
culvert over the garden of a brand-new property on a development 
site.” commented Tony. “The Metrorod team discovered various 
issues to be resolved, but found that the leakage was because the 
original pipe was not properly connected in to the culvert.” 

The culvert was a 400 mm wide x 500 mm high oblong shape. 
The original pipe was of vitrified clay but the upper section was 
to be replaced with 300 mm diameter twin wall pipe, which 
would need connecting directly to the culvert. A Pipe Doctor 
patch was wrapped around a 300 to 400 mm diameter packer and 
inserted into the pipe and the pipe was then placed in position. 
The packer was then pushed further through the pipe into the 
culvert and then inflated, while timber was used to pack the 
culvert into a 400 mm square. 

“The packer will inflate to 300 mm diameter to push the patch against the inside of the 300 mm 
diameter pipe. Where it leaves the pipe, and has more space, it will continue to inflate to 400 mm 
diameter to bond against each side of the now-square culvert.” explained Tony. “It is not uncommon 
for Pipe Doctor patches to be used as an adaptor between two different sized pipes or other conduits.  
This method leaves a smooth internal bore within the pipe, with a gentle taper between one size and 
the other. In this case, I drilled holes into the pipe so that the patch created a mechanical lock with 
the pipe in addition to its chemical bond to the internal surface.” he continued. 

Once the patch had cured, the packer was deflated and removed, leaving the pipe bonded into 
position. Some water was still leaking from the corners of the square culvert around the circular pipe 
and the SealGuard II product was used here to seal up these voids. 

SealGuard II is a high-performance hydrophobic polyurethane grout, designed to swiftly stop high 
flow water ingress. It can be injected into flowing water of up to 3 l/sec and reacts in under 3 
seconds. 

“Despite there still being a fairly high level of water, we stopped the flow within seconds and 
repaired all leaks within a minute.” said Tony. 

Metrorod attended site the following day to complete the works. The adjoining downstream pipe 
was installed, using a patch to connect it to the pipe fitted the previous day. A hole was drilled 
within this pipe for easy insertion and removal of the packer and an inspection chamber added to 
this hole once the patching connection was complete. 

“The repair we created has channelled the water flow properly, with no chance of any leaks. The 
products we used are durable so we know we will not need to make any further repairs any time 
soon. Tony’s knowledge on-site was a great help to finding a solution that worked.” commented 
Steve. Website: www.s1e.co.uk 

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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A Pipe Doctor no-dig repair 
patch was prepared to bond 
the pipe to the culvert (top) 
and with the packer placed 
inside the  pipe it was  
inserted into the culvert  
connection (bottom). 

Left: Sealguard II was used to fill up the remaining voids between the square culvert and round 
pipe with (right) the final repair with the water channelled properly sealed with no leaks.  
Centre: The inspection chamber that was added to the culvert. 
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AXIS® Guided Boring  

System, Mixing Systems,  
Digital Location Systems, Rock  

Drilling, Tooling and  
Accessories, Impact Moles and 
Vacuum Excavation systems 
across the UK and Ireland. 

ANGLIAN WATER UPGRADES PIPELINE INSPECTION TECHNOLOGY 

A nglian Water in the UK has upgraded its pipeline inspection 
technology with the addition of 77 camera systems which 

have been deployed across nine depots. 
Mini-Cam has supplied its SOLOPro+ push cameras to Anglian 

Water sites in Basildon, Cambridge, Colchester, Grimsby, 
Ipswich, Kings Lynn, Milton Keynes, Northampton and Norwich. 

The order is the biggest to date for the new range of recording 
equipment which Mini-Cam launched in the summer of 2016. 

Anglian Water supplies almost 1.2 billion litres of water per day 
to more than six million customers in the east of England. It 
operates a network of 112,833 km of water and sewer pipes. 

Its region stretches from the River Humber to the Thames 
estuary and then from Buckinghamshire to Lowestoft on the 
coast.  

Greg Guest, UK sales manager at Mini-Cam, said: “We are very pleased to supply Anglian Water 
with our SOLOPro+ cameras to meet the company’s CCTV requirements, and we will continue to 
provide a full back-up service. The commitment which Anglian has shown us with this latest 
investment cements our strong and healthy working relationship.” 

Jackie Allen, service improvement manager at Anglian Water, said: “We are really pleased with 
the new units from Mini-Cam, which substantially increase our CCTV capabilities. They are easy to 
use, intuitive and provide pictures of great quality. We are also impressed by the safe construction 
of the units and the fact that they are among the lightest on the market. 

Jackie continued saying: “They offer good value for money and have the extra items we need to be 
able to film a huge variety of sewers with one main piece of kit. We are delighted to continue to 
work with Mini-Cam as we have done for the past 10 years or so.” 

Mini-Cam’s SOLOPro+ system has a host of new features designed to improve the user 
experience for efficient inspections and accurate reporting. Running off mains or vehicle power, or 
an internal rechargeable six-hour battery, it is capable of capturing detailed footage under tough 
conditions. Its interface offers robust tools such as observation entry and reporting options, and is 
designed to ensure the easy offload of data, video, images and reports. The system is Wi-Fi enabled 
to allow remote access to stored images and data. Website: www.minicam.co.uk  

Ditch Witch 
UK & Ireland 

All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional 
Drills, HDD Training, Mixing/

Recycling Systems, HDD Drilling 
Fluids, Drill Pipe, Backreamers,  

Tri-Hawk Tooling,  
HDD Guidance Systems,  

Utility Locators,  
Vac Systems, Trenchers,  

Vibratory Ploughs. 

The SOLOPro+ push camera 
inspection systems at Anglian 
Water’s Basildon depot. 
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SAFER SUCTION EXCAVATION CHOSEN FOR SUBSTATION 

W hen ground excavation was needed for a substation on 
a water treatment works, vacuum excavation was 

called in for a safer excavation. 
Whilst the ground that needed exposing to get to the 

underground services was only about one metre square, 
contractors knew that 24 live cables lay underneath the 
service. Needing to ensure a safe excavation, without striking 
any of the services, mechanical digging was quickly ruled out 
as it could not provide enough control to ensure all cables 
would be avoided whilst clearing ground. Hand digging 
provided a risk of personal injury should any live services be 
struck, so Pier (UK) was called in to safely excavate the 
buried assets using vacuum excavation. 

A combination of the vacuum excavator’s remote control 
boom and on-board air lance were used to complete the job 
incident free. The precision control of the excavator boom 
ensured complete accuracy, supported by the air lance for 
precision clearing. Pier (UK)’s Managing Director Sean 
Quinn said, “This was a very clear example of why safer 
excavation techniques need to be deployed where there are 
extensive underground services. The consequences had any 
services been struck during excavation works, the risk of 
personal injury and service disruption to the local water 
supply does not bare thinking about. We were happy to help when local contractors asked for a safer 
excavation.”  

Pier UK began providing vacuum excavation services in January 2009, having previously gained 
civil engineering and construction knowledge providing drainage services since 2001. Recognising 
the extensive safety and operational benefits of vacuum excavation over traditional methods, Pier 
UK ceased providing drainage services in 2012 to fully develop vacuum excavation in the UK 
marketplace. From the Summer of 2015 to date, ongoing fleet investment has secured Pier UK as 
the largest provider of vacuum excavation in Europe. Website: www.pier-uk.co.uk 

 
 

EASIER AND SAFER ACCESS TO CAST IRON PIPES 

F or almost as long as can be 
remembered the best way (probably 

the only way) to break into an existing 
cast iron main has been to expose it 
from surface in a pit and then hit it hard 
with something until it breaks.  

Whichever part of the utility industry 
you might be in, in today’s world this 
this would never be seen as a safe 
option. Now, after many discussions, the 
development of prototypes for industry 
testing and final successful trials, UIS 
Ltd (Utility Innovation Solutions Ltd) 
has provided the safe answer that the 
industry has been searching for, the 
Click Stick. 

 
INVENTIVE ENGINEERING 
UIS has designed the Click Stick for breaking into cast iron mains pipes safely without the need for 
brute force from the site crew. This manually operated tool, designed with the best of British 
engineering behind it, is quick and easy to use. Once the pipe to be accessed is exposed, the 
lightweight Click Stick is manually lowered into the excavation and using its innovative ‘C’ section 
construction is easily positioned around the pipe. There is even a guide/location arrow to show 
precisely where the centre of the unit should be placed in relation to the pipe to ensure the breaking 
action is applied to best advantage. 

When in the right position, the operator then activates the battery powered hydraulic pump which 
engages the Click Stick’s vertical ram to simply grip the pipe. As the force on the ram is increased 
the pipe breaks in a controlled and safe way with the operator at a safe distance from the fracture 
when it occurs. 

SUPPORT EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES  
& SERVICES 

For General Information on Support Equipment & Accessories click here 
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TRACTO-TECHNIK 
INSPIRING  

TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES 
for the underground installation and 

trenchless renewal of pipelines 

Hammerhead piercing, bursting & 
ramming products are used by 

contractors worldwide to install or 
replace fibre, communication, 
water, sewer and gas lines with 

minimal disruption to landscapes, 
structures and traffic flow. 

Suppliers of Directional Drills, 
AXIS® Guided Boring  

System, Mixing Systems,  
Digital Location Systems, Rock  

Drilling, Tooling and  
Accessories, Impact Moles and 
Vacuum Excavation systems 
across the UK and Ireland. 

TORO and  
American Augers Directional Drills  

Auger Boring Equipment 
Tooling & Drill Rods 

Drilling Fluids 
Recycling & Mixing Systems 
Digital Location Equipment 

Ditch Witch 
UK & Ireland 

All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional 
Drills, HDD Training, Mixing/

Recycling Systems, HDD Drilling 
Fluids, Drill Pipe, Backreamers,  

Tri-Hawk Tooling,  
HDD Guidance Systems,  

Utility Locators,  
Vac Systems, Trenchers,  

Vibratory Ploughs. 

Vacuum excavation offered a safe 
opening of the substation access. 

The Click Stick with its battery powered hydraulic 
pump. 
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Rosalind Macgregor, a Director at UIS said: “With 
the Click Stick now commercially available both 
domestically and internationally, we are delighted to 
be working with industry suppliers including PSS 
Hire and U Mole both of which are helping to deliver 
the Click Stick to contractors across the UK. 
However it must be said that without the help and 
support of on the first trials SGN and subsequently 
National Grid during the further development 
process, which took on the job of field testing the 
various designs along the way, we would not be 
where we are today. We believe this is a very 
significant innovation for the utility pipeline 
industries both in the UK and across the globe.” 

Since the introduction of the British-manufactured 
Click Stick, National Grid has seen a change in the way its crews operate with improved site 
performance all-round. When asked about the new Click Stick, Mike Kiernan, Director of Health, 
Safety, Environment and Quality, for Forefront Utilities, one of tRIIO’s leading Gas Mains 
Replacement contractors he said: “After completing basic training and onsite training for use of the 
Click Stick, our replacement teams are now using the Click Stick on a daily basis and have found 
the equipment extremely useful and a far safer way of breaking/cracking existing metallic mains.” 
Mike also stated that: “The use of the Click Stick will also see major safety improvements across 
utility sectors which will significantly reduce the risk of impact, Musculoskeletal Disorders and 
Manual Handling injuries resulting from use of sledge hammers and podger bars.” 

 
UIS 
UIS is the leading supplier of innovative trenchless techniques for the utilities industry. Whether it 
is replacing or rehabilitating pipework, UIS provides the latest, most efficient products which 
deliver safety compliant projects within both timescale and budget for customers worldwide.  

With over 30 years’ experience in the utilities industry, UIS develops products based on industry 
feedback and requirements from hands-on practical experience with a focus on creating innovative 
solutions bespoke to the utilities sector. Website: www.uisltd.co.uk  

SUPPORT EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES  
& SERVICES 

For General Information on Support Equipment & Accessories click here 
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McElroy Manufacturing is the 
leading manufacturer of  
polyethylene pipe fusion  

equipment and provider of 
customer-driven solutions to 
PE engineers and contractors 

worldwide. 

Steve Vick International  
designs and manufactures 
products for the trenchless 

renovation and decommission 
of pipes worldwide. Products 

include Pipe Coil Trailers, Pipe 
Handlers and Pipe Cutting 

Equipment. 

Akkerman develops,  
manufactures and supports 

quality pipe jacking, tunnelling, 
microtunnelling and guided 

boring equipment for the  
accurate installation of  

underground infrastructure for 
an extensive range of  

diameters and geology. 

In-house developer and 
manufacturer of lateral 

cutters, high-speed drain 
cleaning equipment, pipe 

coating systems, collapsed 
liner removal, root and 

scale removal tools. 

Mammoth Equipment Ltd  
provides full sales, service, spares 
and support for the full range of 

Hammerhead Trenchless Equipment, 
including Moles, Bursters, Rammers, 

winches and ancillary equipment 
including portable Rotair 

compressors, pipe towing heads etc. 
in the UK and Ireland. 

Rosalind Macgregor , Joe Iredale 
(Director, UIS Ltd) and Mark Hamilton 
(Managing Director at PSS). 

http://www.uisltd.co.uk
http://www.nodigmedia.co.uk/Accessories.html
http://www.mcelroy.com/
http://www.stevevick.com/
http://www.akkerman.com/
http://www.picotesolutions.com/
http://www.mammothequipment.co.uk/
http://www.hammerheadtrenchless.com/


UKSTT NEWS 
WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS: 
Rook Services Ltd - Website: www.rookservices.co.uk 
The company offers: Consulting Engineer, Service Provider, Contractor-Water, Contractor-Gas, Contractor-

Electric, Contractor-Cable, Contractor-Sewer 
Rook Services began its life as a civil engineering contractor undertaking pipe bursting in the Gas, Electricity 

and Water Industry, in which we still operate to this day. Over recent years we have extended our specialist 
services division to cover areas such as Ground Penetration Radar, Suction Excavation technologies, Non-
Invasive Cable extraction and more recently the Recycling of Waste Heat to Energy using our Patented Heating 
system. 

  
 

MEMBERS NEWS 
FIRST RESERVE ACQUISITIONS 
Dyer & Butler, a regional civil engineering and building contractor, recently announced that it 

has entered into an agreement to be acquired by a holding company of First Reserve, a global 
private equity investment firm with US$31 billion of aggregate capital raised since inception. In 
September 2016, this same holding company had acquired Morrison Utility Services, a leading 
provider of utility infrastructure services in the United Kingdom.   

The new ownership and associated company structure is expected to provide Dyer & Butler with broader strengths and 
expertise, whilst offering greater scale and resources to support continued growth. 

Dyer & Butler builds, maintains and renews infrastructure within both the public and private sector, delivering civil 
engineering, building and M&E projects of all sizes for some of the UK’s largest asset infrastructure companies. The company’s 
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projects are undertaken principally for regulated clients in airports and rail, including long-term framework and partnership 
contracts with asset owners that include Heathrow Airport Holdings Ltd, Gatwick Airport Ltd, Network Rail, London 
Underground and Transport for London. 

Neil Edwards, Managing Director of Dyer & Butler commented: “This represents an exciting step in our continued 
development and, with the additional support of First Reserve and our sister company Morrison Utility Services, we have the 
opportunity to strengthen and accelerate the growth of our business. To this end, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
Jim Arnold (Chief Executive of Morrison Utility Services) to the Dyer & Butler Board.” 

Morrison Utility Services Chief Executive Jim Arnold commented: “Dyer & Butler has forged an excellent market reputation 
for the successful delivery of construction services in regulated, safety critical sectors. Its competent workforce operates across a 
diverse range of sectors. I am delighted to welcome Dyer & Butler as a sister company and look forward to working with and 
supporting the existing team to help grow their business.” 

In another announcement, G4S Utility & Outsourcing Services, a major provider of energy metering and outsourcing services 
in the UK, also recently entered into an agreement to be acquired by a holding company of First Reserve.   

With a nationwide footprint, the G4S Utility & Outsourcing Services portfolio principally includes; data collection and meter 
reading; technical energy metering services (meter installation and first-line maintenance); and data process management 
services.  

The acquisition will also include G4S Locks and Alarms (nationwide, 24/7 emergency and non-emergency locksmith services, 
installations, monitoring and consumer alarms) and G4S Assessment Services (quality assessment and inspection services). 

Following completion of the acquisition, G4S Utility & Outsourcing Services will be rebranded as Morrison Data Services and 
the other associated businesses will become M Assessment Services, LRP Services and ProtectMyProperty.  

Simon Best, Managing Director of Morrison Data Services, commented: “We have a proven track record of delivery for our 
clients in the markets in which we operate and, with a multi-skilled workforce and diverse portfolio of services, we are well 
positioned to help energy suppliers manage a changing and ever growing smart metering market. We believe that this acquisition 
will help us to further diversify using our core competencies. Our belief is that the additional support of First Reserve and our 
sister company Morrison Utility Services will offer the complementary strengths, knowledge and expertise to accelerate the 
growth of our business. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Jim Arnold, Chief Executive of Morrison Utility 
Services, to the board of Morrison Data Services.” 

Jim Arnold, Chief Executive of sister company Morrison Utility Services, commented: “Competition for metering and 
outsourcing is strong and G4S Utility Services’ strong market position, combined with our broad client portfolio and 
infrastructure construction expertise, will offer our clients a number of new value add services. We are excited by the new market 
opportunities that this acquisition will bring.”   

 

OTHER NEWS & EVENTS 
TRENCHLESS MIDDLE EAST 2017 - 13 and 14 March 2017 in Dubai. Website: www.trenchlessmiddleeast.com 
 

ISTT AFFILIATED SOCIETY NEWS 
THE NASTT 2017 NO-DIG SHOW - April 9 to 12, 2017 - Washington D.C., USA. Details from: www.nastt.org 
 
NO-DIG BERLIN 2017 - March 28 to 31, 2017 - Berlin, Germany. Details from: www.nodigberlin.com 
 
NO-DIG DOWN UNDER 2017 -  Sept 12 to 15, 2017 - Gold Coast, Australia. Details from: www.nodigdownunder.com 
 
TRENCHLESS WORLD CONGRESS 2017 - September 25-27 - Medellin, Colombia.  
Details from: www.nodigcolombia.com 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT 
UKSTT Technical Enquiry Service - over £1 million of potential work per annum 
The UKSTT website has a dedicated link for visitors to raise technical enquiries they may have concerning the world of 

trenchless working. In addition, the administration team in Kenilworth, receive many calls seeking help. 
As part of the Corporate Membership benefits package many of these work associated potential advisory/problem solution 

queries generate business directly or indirectly for our members. 
These enquiries are passed directly to our Corporate members and if they are able to assist or put a tender in they are then in a 

position to respond directly to the enquirer. 
Based on review and demand the service has improved over the years and currently logs nearly 100 technical enquiries per 

annum and, although some verbal enquiries are dealt with immediately over the phone the majority are captured within a 
database which is reviewed and circulated to council members monthly.  

For further membership benefits please visit our website or contact Lynn on 01926513773 or email: admin@ukstt.org.uk 
 
JOIN TODAY 
Join the UKSTT and become part of the International Society for Trenchless Technology.   Members are entitled to access the 

services provided on the ISTT website to include free downloads of technical papers and reports from the Technical Resource 
Centre TRC. Members also receive quarterly mailings of Trenchless International (TI) - ISTT’s official magazine. To find out all 
of the benefits that your company could receive take a look at the website www.ukstt.org.uk/ or speak to Lynn on 01926 513773 
or email admin@ukstt.org.uk 
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TRENCHLESS MIDDLE EAST EXHIBITION GROWS 20% 

E xhibition space at the forthcoming Trenchless Middle 
East exhibition, which takes place on the 13 and 14 

March 2017 at The Jumeirah Beach Conference & Exhibition 
Centre, has now sold out with a 20% increase in the number 
of exhibitors from the previous event in 2015. 

The event will showcase the latest global developments in 
machinery, products and methods designed to aid the 
installation and refurbishment of underground utilities and 
pipelines without disruption to the surface and existing 
infrastructure.   

One of the key developments for the 2017 show is the 
expanded outdoor area featuring some of the best known 
names in the sector including Ditch Witch, Tatco and 
Vermeer. Here exhibitors will display some of the larger pieces of equipment, giving visitors the 
opportunity to witness first-hand the capability of latest plant and machinery available on the 
market. 

Trenchless Middle East is once again supported by the Institution of Civil Engineers and the 
German Society for Trenchless Technology and the International Society for Trenchless 
Technology. This year our Platinum and Gold sponsors include some of the biggest names in the 
sector including ADSSC, Digital Control Inc., Herrenknecht, International Aramoon Ltd, Naylor 
Drainage, Tatco and Vermeer, with Borouge sponsoring the coffee breaks.  

Running alongside the exhibition is a high quality conference programme, which pulls together 
industry experts and thought leaders from across the world. Amongst the highlights will be the 
former Chairman of the ISTT Prof Samuel Ariaratnam from Arizona State University and the 
current Chairman of the GSTT Prof Jens Holterhoff from the Technical University Berlin.  

Commenting on the show, Paul Harwood, Managing Director of the Event Organiser, Westrade 
Group, said: “This year’s Trenchless Middle East is already looking like it could top what was a 
hugely successful event in 2015. The 20% growth in exhibitors is testimony to the return they 
realised two years ago and this only serves to further benefit visitors who will be able to see one of 
the widest ever ranges of trenchless products and services.” Website: 
www.trenchlessmiddleeast.com 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
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2017 
January 31- February 2 
UCT 2017 - Fort Worth, Texas, USA. 
Details from: http://uctonline.com/ 
 

February 6 
Pilot Tube Seminar - Boulder, USA 
Details from: http://microtunnelingshortcourse.com 
 

February 7-9 
Microtunnelling Short Course - Boulder, USA 
Details from: http://microtunnelingshortcourse.com 
 

March 7-11 
CONEXPO-CON/AGG - Las Vegas, USA 
Details from: www.conexpoconagg.com 
 

March13-14   
TRENCHLESS MIDDLE EAST 2017 - Dubai.  
Details from: www.trenchlessmiddleeast.com 
 

March 28-31 
Wasser Berlin International with No-Dig Berlin - Berlin, 
Germany 
Details from: www.wasser-berlin.de/en/ 
 

April 9-13 
International No-Dig Conference & Exhibition With  
the No-Dig Show (NASTT) - Washington, DC, USA 
Details from: www.nodigshow.com 
 

April 26 
WRc Innovation Day - Swindon, UK. 
Details from: www.wrcplc.co.uk 
 

June 20-22 
Paris No-Dig Live - Paris, France. 
Details from: www.fstt.org 
 

Sept 12 to 15 
No-Dig Down Under 2017 - Gold Coast, Australia.  
Details from: www.nodigdownunder.com 
 

September 25-27 
Trenchless World Congress - Medellin, Colombia. 
Details from: www.nodigcolombia.com 
 

October 11-12 
NSTT No-Dig Event – Nijkerk, The Netherlands 
Details from: www.no-dig-event.nl 
 

December 6-7 
STUVA Expo 2017 - Stuttgart, Germany. 
Details from: www.stuva-expo.com 

 
2018 
March 13-16 
BAUMA CONEXPO AFRICA - Johannesburg, S. Africa 
Details from: www.bcafrica.com 
 

March 25-29 
No-Dig Show (NASTT) - Palm Springs, USA 
Details from: www.nodigshow.com 
 

September 18-20  
No-Dig Live 2018 - Peterborough, UK. 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would 
like to add it to this listing please forward details to: 
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk 
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