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TRACTO-TECHNIK INVESTS IN THE FUTURE 

A s a ‘Hidden Champion’ the 
special machine manufacturer 

TRACTO-TECHNIK GmbH & Co. 
KG ranks among the most 
innovative medium-sized companies 
in Germany. All of the machines 
and systems for trenchless pipe 
installation are developed and 
produced at the headquarters in 
Lennestadt and from there sold all 
over the world. As part of a long-
term growth strategy, the company 
is now making an extensive 
investment in optimising the 
organisational structure and 
modernising production and 
logistics at its Lennestadt location.  

 
FIT FOR THE FUTURE 
High quality, ‘Made in Germany’ manufacturing together with know-how gathered over decades 
and service working closely with customers provided by sister companies and sales partners 
worldwide are the basis of the TRACTO-TECHNIK group’s continual success. However, in times 
of increasing globalisation and digitalisation, with rapidly developing markets, these qualities alone 
are not sufficient to ensure long-term success. TRACTO-TECHNIK’s management recognised this 
fact and developed specific strategies to make the company fit for the future. Based on the 
management’s integrative and solution-oriented approach, all structures and processes in the 
organisation have been reappraised to understand their potential for optimisation. The insights 
obtained have been implemented into specific measures in order to meet the requirements of the 
markets and the globally increasing demand for innovative trenchless solutions in sales, service, 
production and logistics in the long-term at the established high level. This is in line with the 
company philosophy, which focuses on striving for superior solutions in customer service. 
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Initial work on implementing the future vision began back in 2014 by focussing sales and 
marketing on the global markets and making them visible through a new brand identity. At the same 
time, reorganisation of internal structure, logistics and manufacturing process was launched under 
the label ‘plant structure planning’ to make them even more productive and efficient.  

For this purpose, the assembly of the trenchless systems, which currently takes place in different 
plants, will by late 2017 be centralised at the Lennestadt-Saalhausen location and will be 
complemented by a new, state-of-the-art logistics centre. For promoting innovative ability, a new 
technology centre for the Design Engineering and R&D departments is being built at the Lennestadt
-Langenei location. Timotheus Hofmeister, Managing Director and CEO of TRACTO-TECHNIK, 
noted that: “We are making a conscious investment in bundling the core competences in 
manufacturing and development at the respective locations. That way, meaningful synergies are 
created that allow us to achieve sustainable growth in order to secure long-term company success 
and the jobs that go along with it.”  

 
NODIG PRODUCTION 4.0 IN LENNESTADT-SAALHAUSEN 
The invention of the first German GRUNDOMAT soil displacement hammer by company founder 
Paul Schmidt laid the foundation for the success of TRACTO-TECHNIK and redefined the 
industry. The soil displacement hammers are the company’s best-selling product to date with global 
demand is unabated and increasing. Therefore optimising the assembly process in Lennestadt-
Saalhausen was the first re-structuring measure.  

A keynote of the project was to automate and optimise the individual assembly steps with order-
related material flow based on state-of-the-art supply chain management. With this and all other 
projects relating to plant structure planning, external expertise is being supplemented by the 
employees’ wealth of experience. This approach led to a centralised, automated handling system 
which automatically brings all of the heavy parts to the right place, eliminating physical stress for 
the employees. Workflows, stock-keeping, material flow and work paths were also changed 
substantially, leading to more speed, higher efficiency and lower space requirements for the entire 
assembly process while maintaining the high quality standard. Starting in 2018 after completion of 
the logistics centre, the gained space will also allow manufacturing of the steerable 
GRUNDODRILL bore rigs and the GRUNDOBURST machines for pipe renewal at the same 
location. This centralisation means a faster production cycle and shorter delivery times for 
customers.   

The new logistics centre is being built on Winterberger Strasse next to the existing production hall 
in Lennestadt-Saalhausen. Centralised control over both the internal material flow and the external 
delivery process will take place from there. The new building consists of two sections for storage 
and shipping with a total of approximately 4,500 m² of effective area. Up to six lorries can be loaded 
and unloaded simultaneously in the dispatch area. The upper story, which provides offices and staff 
facilities, is supported by a column-free construction. The high-bay warehouse for material and 
spare parts has a storage area of approximately 4,000 m². A kanban system is used to ensure that all 
necessary materials for constructing the NODIG machines are available in the required quantities at 
all times. The logistics centre is architecturally linked to the assembly hall, ensuring a fast, smooth 
production cycle, covering all steps from goods receipt, assembly and quality control of products 
and accessory parts and delivery to the customer, who receives a reliable, faultless product quickly 
and can use it for profitable business ventures as soon as possible. Architecturally, the new building 
follows the TRACTO-TECHNIK design. The silver-grey outer facing is broken up by blue elements 
and large window areas that provide plenty of daylight and give the 128 m long reinforced concrete 
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construction a sleek, modern look. The noise protection meets the latest standard. Due to maximum 
automation and digitalisation of the processes, a state-of-the-art NODIG production facility with 
workstations designed in accordance to the latest ergonomics principles as well as fast, synchronised 
‘just-in-sequence’ production and logistics will be located in Lennestadt-Saalhausen.  

Maximum digitalisation offers more than just a positive effect on the manufacturing process. It is 
in fact a key factor in the overall growth strategy that makes all processes in the company more 
efficient. “Digitalisation is a key component to making TRACTO-TECHNIK fit for the future. It 
allows us to offer our customers even more innovative products and outstanding services. Because 
our customers always were and will always be our most important driving force.” explained 
TRACTO-TECHNIK owner Wolfgang Schmidt. 

 
BUNDLING RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
The consistent focus on customers and markets based on available company knowledge provided 
the basis for the company management’s decision to make an extensive investment not only in 
production and logistics but also in research and development. The new technology centre in 
Lennestadt-Langenei forms the future centre of innovation for the company by combining various 
design areas for pipe installation and pipe renewal. A space covering 550 m² gives engineers and 
developers plenty of room to brainstorm and exchange creative ideas for making the NODIG 
systems from TRACTO-TECHNIK even more innovative, competitive and profitable for users. 

Construction of the new technology centre in Lennestadt-Langenei starts in early 2017. All of the 
new facilities will be up and running by the start of 2018. These extensive investments are the key 
step for TRACTO-TECHNIK to be successful worldwide in the long term with its innovative and 
inspiring trenchless technologies and outstanding customer services.  

 
CONSTRUCTION WORKS UNDER WAY 
The construction of the new technology centre in Lennestadt-Langenei commenced at the beginning 
of the year. On March 17, 2017 the construction works for the new logistics centre also started with 
the official ground-breaking ceremony by TRACTO-TECHNIK’s management team, the mayor of 
the city of Lennestadt and further project participants. All of the new facilities will be up and 
running by the beginning of 2018. These extensive investments are the key step for TRACTO-
TECHNIK to be successful worldwide in the long term with its innovative and inspiring trenchless 
technologies and outstanding customer services. Website: www.tracto-technik.com 
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CJ KELLY APPOINTED AS PICOTE SERVICE CENTRE FOR UK  

P icote UK Ltd is pleased to announce the 
appointment of CJ Kelly Associates as its 

official UK distributor and Service Centre for 
the UK. 

In essence what this means for Picote 
equipment end-users across the UK is that 
whilst it will still possible to use their usual 
local and regional Picote equipment suppliers 
for the purchase of equipment, consumables 
and spares, to simplify the overall country-
wide operation all new orders, parts and 
servicing support will be handled and 
supplied by CJ Kelly Associates as a ‘hub’ 
operation from its base in Peterborough. 
Support and back-up will be made available 
to all resellers including marketing and all 
direct contact with the equipment developer 
and manufacturer Picote in Finland. 

The type of equipment that will be available country-wide through this arrangement has also 
increased with not only the well-known Smart Cutter lateral cutter and lateral re-opening systems, 
but also highly effective drain cleaning equipment including a recently expanded range of specialist 
brushes and other tools for PVC pipes and other innovative drain lining tools and equipment. 

Commenting on the new arrangement for CJ Kelly Associates, partner Martyn Kelly said: “We at 
CJ Kelly Associates have been working with Picote’s UK operation for several years since the 
equipment’s first introduction into the UK and now have an in-depth understanding of the 
company’s product range and capabilities. Furthermore, we have also been involved in the UK 
trenchless industry for the better part of three decades. This has the advantage that we have worked 
alongside many of the current local and regional Picote equipment re-sellers for a very long time 
and know each other well. These long-term relationships will enable us to build on what are already 
firm foundations to ensure that the Picote name becomes synonymous with lining and pipe cleaning 
operations across the UK over the coming years. We are extremely pleased to have been appointed 
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to the position of Picote’s main distributor and service centre and 
are fully aware of the trust in our abilities that such a position 
reflects.” 

For Picote, Dawn Greig, Sales and Marketing Director said: 
“The appointment of CJ Kelly Associates as the main distributor 
and service centre for the UK will allow us the opportunity to 
better manage the distribution and provision of our equipment 
and services across the region. CJ Kelly Associates has a long 
and well-established reputation in the trenchless sector in the UK 
and is particularly well-placed to take on this roll in what is 
becoming an increasingly dynamic and demanding industry sector. We welcome the opportunity to 
work increasingly closely with the company and through it our network of resellers in developing 
market areas for ours and our customers’ mutual benefit.” Websites: www.picotesolutions.com or 
www.cjkelly.com 
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Above left: The Picote Smart Spider which has application in a 
variety of pipe materials including PVC. 
Above right: The specially-designed Picote Resin Coating Pump 
with the Picote Mini Miller machine powers the coating system. 
Right: Various parts for the Smart Cutter™ System. 

http://www.picotesolutions.com
http://www.cjkelly.com
http://www.mcelroy.com/
http://www.stevevick.com/
http://www.akkerman.com/
http://www.picotesolutions.com/
http://www.mammothequipment.co.uk/
http://www.hammerheadtrenchless.com/


S1E CUSTOMER DAY PRESENTS NEW PRODUCTS 

D uring March 2017, Source One Environmental (S1E) 
held two open days for customers, offering visitors 

the first chance to see equipment brand new to the UK 
market. 

“We were able to show our latest developments to some 
key players in the drainage market and had some 
extremely positive discussions with them.” commented 
Glenn Cartledge, S1E’s Managing Director. 

Following S1E’s exclusive new deal with Renssi & 
Seweri of Finland, the company demonstrated these high-
quality, competitively-priced cleaning and cutting tools, 
along with representatives of the manufacturers (see 
page ?? this issue). 

The latest addition to the Pipe Doctor no-dig repair 
range, the Pillow Packer, was also available for 
demonstration. This oblong packer is designed for easier 
installation for large diameter repairs and folds flat for 
easier storage and transportation. It will be on general sale 
from S1E shortly. 

“Our customer PBF Drainage has been helping us with trials of this product in the UK and helped 
us out at our Customer Day by demonstrating the product and discussing their experiences with it,” 
said Glenn.  “We are very grateful to PBF for all their help.” Website: www.s1e.co.uk 

 
 

MINI-CAM RECOGNISED FOR EXPORT SUCCESS 

P ipeline inspection equipment specialist Mini-Cam has been recognised for its overseas success 
with a place in the third annual Sunday Times Lloyds SME Export Track 100. 

The league table ranks Britain’s small and medium-sized companies with the fastest-growing 
international sales. 

Mini-Cam, based in Warrington, is listed after achieving a 53% increase in international sales in 
the two years to January 2016. The company, which is backed by private equity firm LDC, designs, 
manufactures and distributes hi-tech pipeline inspection systems which are used in underground 
surveys in more than 40 countries. Customers include water and wastewater companies, municipal 
authorities and companies in the oil and gas, petrochemical, construction and engineering sectors. 

Mini-Cam has seen strong growth in the United States, the Middle East and Europe, and recently 
entered new export markets in China and Central and South America. Managing director Nigel 
Wilson said: “We are delighted to feature in the Sunday Times Lloyds SME Export Track 100. This 
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recognition reflects the hard work of our excellent team in driving international sales growth for 
Mini-Cam and we look forward to expanding our overseas footprint further during 2017.” Website: 
www.minicam.co.uk 

 
 

JBP LAUNCHES NEW TRENCHLESS TRAINING PROGRAMMES 

T he Malaysian Institute of Engineers 
(IEM), established in 1959, has a 

membership of over 30,000. The Board of 
Engineers of Malaysia (BEM) has over 
11,000 registered engineers 50% of whom  
are under the category of civil engineering.   

Indah Water Konsortium (IWK), with over 
2,800 staff, is the Malaysian government 
body with responsibility for the development 
and  maintenance of Malaysia’s sewerage 
infrastructure.  

All of the above points to the fact that there 
is both a need for technologies such as 
trenchless  to support ongoing maintenance 
and development of Malaysia’s sewerage 
infrastructure, and there are a substantial 
body of trained engineers within the country. 
However, as trenchless techniques and 
technologies are relative newcomers as 
options available to utility managers and 
contractors working in the sector, there is undoubtedly also a need for professional training; 
professional training to development awareness of  available technologies, key considerations when 
selecting appropriate technologies,  and professional competence  in assessment and application.  

JBP Consultancy Services Asia Sdn. Bhd. (a JBP Group company) successfully launched its 
trenchless training programme in March 2017, with a course delivered by Peter Henley from the 
WRc in Sewer Pipeline Conditions Classification. Course participants were drawn from both the 
public and private sector - a mixture of IWK engineers and private contractors, all of whom received 
a course participant certificate accredited under the Continuous Professional Development scheme 
(CPD) administered by IEM. Participants who successfully passed the end of course assessment, at 
the end of the three day course, will also be awarded certification by WRc in Sewer Pipeline 
Conditions Classification, valid for 3 years before renewal is required through a refresher course. 
The course was hosted at IWK’s training centre in Kuala Lumpur.  

JBP’s Trenchless Training Programme is being delivered through partnerships with industry 
experts who are not only experts in their fields, but are current practitioners as well. Therefore, they 
can offer to course participants access to both expert knowledge and practical experience - of 
particular importance to engineers when leaving the classroom with their newly acquired or 
refreshed knowledge, and returning to the realities of being on site. 

JBP’s programme will include courses in all aspects of 
trenchless technologies and applications for sewer assets 
management, including CCTV, robotics, pipe rehabilitation, 
reporting software etc., and will cover the complete process 
from cleaning, inspection, reporting and assessment, 
thorough decision making and application relating to 
selection and use of technologies. Many of these courses are 
included in JBP’s 2017 programme. 
JBP are the WRc’s exclusive training provider for Malaysia 
and the wider ASEAN region. The central thrust behind JBP 
programmes trenchless training programme, through its own 
courses and together with partner providers such as WRc, is 
to raise professional standards and competency, in the 
trenchless sector in the ASEAN region. At the same time the 
courses will provide a platform to showcase existing and 
new technologies and techniques, and give engineers and 
other professionals hands on experience. 
The Malaysian government remains very committed to and 
supportive of ongoing professional development, at all 
levels, as evidenced by its considerable investment in the 
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Sewer Pipeline Condition Classification Course 
participants, with Börje Persson - MD of JBP 
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& Frank Reilly - JBP Course Coordinator 
(centre). 

Peter Henley - WRc’s course provider. 
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Human Resources Development Fund (HRDF). JBP’s own participation in providing training in the 
Trenchless Sector has been welcomed and acknowledged not only by IWK, but also within the 
Ministry of Energy, Green Technology and Water (Kettha), by its Department for Sewerage 
Services (JPP). Börje Persson, JBP’s Managing Director, was recently invited to deliver a technical 
seminar in use of Robotics to over 30 of JPP’s senior engineers and managers. 

JBP’s next course, the CCTV Sewer assessment course, will be running in July. As part of its 
commitment to trenchless training, JBP will also be repeating its very successful programme of 
practically focused seminars during the Trenchless Asia Conference and Exhibition, as a platinum 
sponsor.  

Trenchless Asia will be hosted for the second time in Kuala Lumpur, in May 2018. Knowledge, 
awareness and use of trenchless technologies is increasing, and training is playing its part. Website:  
www.jbp-consultancy.com  

 
 

PRIDE OF PLACE AT IGEM LIONS’ LAIR EVENT   

W hat’s going on? was the title of the eighth IGEM 
London Showcase Event held on 23 February 

2017, where the keynote speaker was the Rt. 
Honourable Lord Tebbit CH, where Steve Vick 
International (SVI) took pride of place by winning the 
much-coveted Lions’ Lair innovation challenge with 
their new Digital Pressure Tester for gas services. 

The Digital Pressure Tester was developed by the 
company as part of a Network Innovation Allowance 
(NIA) project with Wales & West Utilities which was 
seeking to replace the conventional water gauge test 
with a digital device which would ensure accuracy and 
provide traceable, auditable test records. 

“The result,” explained Matthew Mclennan, SVI’s 
Mechanical Design Engineer, “is a hand-held Smart 
device that accurately senses the gas pressure and 
exports all the job data to the cloud database using 
Bluetooth technology.”  

Matthew had four minutes in the Lions’ Lair to expound on the new product and then answer 
questions from the three judges – Adam Gosnold (Chair) Executive Director of Morrison Utility 
Services, Michael Caulfield, Operations Director of McNicholas Construction and Steve Catlin, 
Head of Network Management, Distribution, SGN. 

After due deliberation, the Digital Pressure Tester was declared the winner and Matthew was 
presented with the Tommy McNicholas Shield by Michael Caulfield. 

The event was organised by IGEM’s London, Southern and Eastern Section in conjunction with 
the Pipeline Industries Guild; with EDF Energy sponsoring the event. The evening also saw Section 
Chairman David Goodall of EDF, who played a key role in organising this and many other events, 
step down after eight highly successful years in the role. 

Despite the major travel disruption caused on the day by storm Doris, keynote speaker The Rt 
Honourable Lord Tebbit CH, former Cabinet Minister and Chairman of the Conservative Party, 
made it onto the platform to captivate the 90-strong audience.   

The Digital Pressure Tester has undergone rigorous trials and will be on general release shortly. 
Website: www.stevevick.com 

 
 

SUBSITE® ELECTRONICS AWARDS  

O n February 26, 2017 Subsite® 
Electronics, a Charles Machine 

Works Company, recognised Ditch Witch 
of Georgia’s Brent Goodman and Ditch 
Witch of the Rockies’ Troy Kynaston 
with the Top Salesman Awards at the 
annual Ditch Witch Sales Conference held in Orlando, Florida, USA.   

Goodman was awarded the Top HDD Guidance System Salesman Award and Kynaston earned 
the Top Utility Locator Sales Award. 

“These awards recognise the outstanding efforts of Brent and Troy.” said John Lamerton, Global 
Sales Manager for Subsite Electronics. “Both are passionate about meeting their customers’ needs 
and were able to demonstrate Subsite solutions that will help their customers operate more 
efficiently and safely on the job site.” 
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Michael Caulfield presenting Matthew 
Mclennan with the Lions Lair 2017 
Winner award. Sadly the Tommy 
McNicholas Shield did not make it to 
the event thanks to storm Doris! 

Troy Kynaston (left) and 
Brent Goodman accept 

the Subsite® Electronics 
Top Sales Awards from  

Subsite’s John Lamerton. 
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Each dealership operates three locations, providing the full line of Ditch Witch products including 
trenchers, directional drills, fluid management, vacuum excavators and mini skid steers, along with 
Subsite Electronics utility locators and HDD guidance systems. Ditch Witch of Georgia has been 
serving the underground construction industry since 1971. Ditch Witch of the Rockies brings more 
than 50 years of experience to their customers. Websites: www.ditchwitchga.com and 
www.ditchwitchrockies.com 

 
 

AQUALINER RECEIVES NO OBJECTION FROM THE UK IPO   

A qualiner Limited, a company commercialising a unique trenchless pipe renewal technology for 
the drinking water market, recently announced that it has received confirmation from the UK 

Intellectual Property Office ‘IPO’ that it has no objections to the claims made in to the Company’s 
Patent Application (1616384.2). The Company now expects the application to be published and a 
patent granted in due course. The lack of objection by the IPO reaffirms the apparent absence of 
prior art in the field. The Company expects to file additional patent applications covering other new 
inventions to be incorporated in its process and equipment.   

The patent application covers an invention that achieves near abrupt area expansion of the 
compressed air used by the heating process. Abrupt area expansion of the compressed air is required 
to provide even flow of air through the heating elements whilst keeping a compact length for the 
heating device (Pig). This invention is a direct result of the implemented changes and improvements 
made following the external review of the overall equipment design initiated in 2016.    

Three further key areas of the overall process equipment have also been identified where valuable 
new inventions are creating patent application opportunities. These inventions are seen to be critical 
in the working of the current system. Once granted they would form a fresh portfolio of patents 
registered in Aqualiner’s name lasting for 20 years from the date of application extending the patent 
life to 2036 and potentially beyond. The expected result of this development work is now not only 
to achieve a reliable process that can accommodate fluctuation in speed and other operating 
conditions, but also increase its commercial reliability. This provides a solid basis from which to 
expand out to the full portfolio of equipment.   

The Company’s management believes that there is a significant value in having critical additional 
patents granted in the Company’s name with a long life and on a global basis. The Company’s 
management also believes that not only will it provide leverage when negotiating global licensing 
agreements but also add to the overall value of the business and its technology.  

“The 2016 design review is becoming transformational for the Company as it creates new and 
valuable intellectual property, restarting the clock in terms of patent life.” stated Archie Adams, 
Aqualiner’s Managing Director, who added, “As we are a technology licensing company our direct 
and indirect ownership of intellectual property is critical to obtaining financial value. Being able to 
expand and extend the life of our existing intellectual property portfolio while obtaining direct 
ownership of new patents provides substantial commercial, competitive and corporate benefits.” 
Website: www.aqualiner.co.uk 

 
 

WRc MANAGEMENT TEAM STRENGTHENED  

S imon Ayley has been appointed as Key Account Director at WRc. As a 
Chemical Engineer with 20 years’ experience in multiple sectors including 

food and drink, petrochemicals, water and gas transmission and distribution, 
Simon is well positioned to compliment the long-term strategic plans for WRc 
and their key clients. WRc Commercial Director, Andrew Hunt commented: 
“Simon’s experience and passion for solving network problems using a variety 
of innovative tools including live asset survey, scientific analysis and 
engineering design, will add real value to our key clients both in the UK and 
internationally. Simon joins us at a pivotal time in WRc as we accelerate our 
expansion and enable our 90 years of applied engineering and scientific experience to benefit a 
wider and more diverse audience.’’ In addition to previous roles , Simon has also been President of 
the Institution of Gas Engineers and Managers (IGEM), and Chairman of the Pipeline Industries 
Guild (Wales & West Branch). Website: www.wrcplc.co.uk 

 
 

PIPEHAWK NEW VERSION LAUNCH? 

W ord has reached Trenchless Works that PipeHawk, manufacturer of e-Safe, the popular GPR 
based Utility Service Avoidance System, will be launching a new version at the forthcoming 

Utility Week Live event at NEC Birmingham between 23 and 24 May, 2017. If previous iterations 
of this neat aid to safe digging are anything to go by, this is likely to find its way on many a 
shopping list over the coming weeks. Website: www.pipehawk.com 
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AKKERMAN TECHNOLOGY ON THE GLOBAL STAGE 

J  & J Boring, Inc. of Winfield, Missouri, USA has recently been 
involved in a flurry of pipe jacking, microtunnelling and guided 

boring projects. The company’s most recent project was to install 
three inline sanitary sewers, totalling 1,140 linear feet (347 m) 
under the Wolf River using an Akkerman microtunnelling system. 
The Wolf River at McLean Siphon Repair project for the City of 
Memphis, Tennessee replaced aging triple barrel siphons, first 
constructed in 1958, and connected to the 84 in (2,134 mm) 
diameter Wolf River Interceptor. The City of Memphis utilised 
JWS & Associates for the project’s design and Magnolia 
Underground Construction Inc. as the general contractor. 

The construction site was just upstream of the Mississippi River 
which historically experiences seasonal high water levels. With a 
narrow window of opportunity for the barrel siphon installations, 
the project demanded a skilled subcontractor. The City of 
Memphis required that the tunnelling subcontractor have previous 
experience installing a minimum of 10,000 linear feet (3,50 m) of 
42 in (1,067 mm) diameter or larger jacking pipe at depths of at 
least 20 ft (6 m) below grade. J & J Boring, Inc.’s 30 years of 
experience and portfolio of successful trenchless projects qualified 
them as the Wolf River project’s ideal microtunnelling partner. 

The alignment for the barrel siphons was located a mere 10 ft (3 m) below the Wolf River flowline 
in sandy clay, course gravel and river rock ground conditions. J & J Boring, Inc. consulted 
Akkerman to review the project specifications and together they selected a new SL44C 
microtunnelling system as the best solution to install the 45 in (1,140 mm) i.d. Flowtite jacking pipe.  

Each 380 linear feet (116 m) barrel siphon was launched from a single, 20 ft (6 m) deep shaft with 
minimal horizontal clearance between each installation. J & J Boring, Inc. completed the three 
alignments while achieving outstanding productivity with its microtunnelling system and 
maintaining exact line and grade. The first drive was completed on 17 February in just four, 10 hour 
shifts. Next, the crew mobilised the SL44C MTBM back to the launch shaft to set-up for the second 
run. On this run, they were able to exceed the first drive’s production rate by installing 220 linear 
feet (67 m) in a single shift. On 24 February the SL44C emerged from the second run in just two, 10 
hour shifts. Finally the crew logged another 200 linear feet (61 m) shift on the final run before its 
completion in just 22 hours total production time on 3 March. 

The City of Memphis was onsite to witness the arrival of the MTBM into the reception shaft. The 
Mississippi River was predicted to rise 14 ft within the week, so the project’s completion was not 
only a great accomplishment but also very timely. 

 
DUBAI 
Elsewhere in the world, pilot tube technology has become an essential element in the success of a 
high profile project in Dubai, UAE. Directional Drilling Technology has been using a GBM 4812 
system to install 296 pilot tube bores averaging 40 m (151 linear ft) each along a bridge foundation 
on the One Za’abeel project. The complete project entails the construction of two mixed-use towers 
which share a common base and flank a bridged highway. The project is located between the Dubai 
World Trade Centre and Za’abeel Park and is owned by the Investment Corporation of Dubai.  

After several initial unsuccessful attempts using an HDD system, the contractor switched to pilot 
tube technology to achieve accurate line and grade and tension cables to provide structural 
foundation support. The pilot tube bores are completed with a 6 in (150 mm) diameter HDPE sleeve 

and filled with tension cables that connect to the opposing 
foundation wall. The tension cables provide bridge stability during 
the excavation and foundation structural support during the future 
construction of the towers. The bores are situated along six 
elevations, up to 25 m (82 ft) deep and the region’s ground 
conditions consist of sandstone that is densely compacted in the 
lower elevations. 

Directional Drilling Technology has been working on the project 
since January 2017. General contractor Al Dhafra & Contracting 
Co. WLL recently purchased and took delivery of two GBM 240A 
systems. Directional Drilling Technology crews will use the 
combined GBM fleet to maintain the project schedule and achieve 
their goal of completing five pilot tube installations per shift. 
Website: www.akkerman.com  
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The J & J Boring, Inc. crew 
on the final holing of the 
Wolf River project. 

Pilot tube boring operations in Dubai. 
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ROBBINS SINGLE SHIELD TO REPAIR A  
PART OF THE WORLD’S LONGEST TUNNEL 

R obbins has completed the manufacture and 
testing of a unique tunnel boring machine that 

will be used to repair the longest continuous tunnel 
in the world. The TBM will be used to overhaul a 
section of New York City’s Delaware Aqueduct, a 
137 km (85 mile) long tunnel that delivers about 
50% of the City’s drinking water each day. Over 
the span of two days in February, representatives 
from the owner New York Department of 
Environmental Protection (NYDEP), consultant 
McMillen Jacobs (MJ), and JV contractor Kiewit-
Shea Constructors (KSC) travelled to the Robbins 
facility in Solon, Ohio, USA to witness the Factory 
Acceptance Testing of the custom tunnel boring 
machine. 

The Robbins Single Shield TBM will bore a 
tunnel to replace a 3.8 km (2.4 mile) stretch of the 
Delaware Aqueduct. The Delaware Aqueduct 
currently leaks about 75 million litres (20 million gallons) of water per day into the Hudson River. 
Investigations of the Delaware Aqueduct dating back more than a decade revealed cracks in the 
tunnel lining. While several inspections with an automated underwater vehicle showed that these 
cracks were stable, it was determined they could not be fixed from within the existing tunnel. New 
York City then decided that a new tunnel would be built under the river to bypass the leakage.  

To build a bypass tunnel around the aqueduct’s leaking section, Robbins manufactured the 6.8 m 
(21.6 ft) diameter Single Shield TBM to safely seal against pressures up to 30 bar, and to operate in 
variable hard rock conditions. The Delaware Aqueduct was completed in 1944. During its original 
construction, work crews documented groundwater inflows of 7.5 to 15 million litres (2 to 4 million 
gallons) per day. Because this particular section of the tunnel lies 183 m (600 ft) below the Hudson 
River, the inflows are under immense head pressure and thus require the unique tunnelling 
technology. 

Due to the challenges presented by the Aqueduct Repair, such as difficult geology and 
considerable water inflows, the TBM had to be designed accordingly. Difficult Ground Solutions 
(DGS) features, including powerful drilling, grouting, and water inflow control systems have been 
incorporated into the machine’s design to overcome the expected challenges. “One unique feature of 
this TBM is the closable bulkhead, which allows the excavation chamber to be sealed off.” said 
KSC Tunnel Manager Niels Kofoed. “We expect this to be a key feature in the event that 
groundwater flows (shunt flows) from the excavated portion of the tunnel cause washout of the 
annulus grout. Once the bulkhead is closed the groundwater flows are stopped and secondary 
grouting of the precast liner can be performed, effectively cutting off the flow path of the shunt 
flows.”           

Robbins Project Manager Martino Scialpi further noted: “The TBM was designed with a 9,500 
litre/min (2,500 gallon/min) dewatering capacity. The machine is equipped with two drills in the 
shields for drilling through the head in 16 different positions and a third drill on the erector to drill 
through the shields in an additional 14 positions. Drilling and pre-excavation grouting will be a 

routine job to control and minimise water inflows.” In addition, 
water-powered, high pressure down-the-hole-hammers will allow 
for drilling 60 to 100 m (200 to 330 ft) ahead of the machine at 
pressures up to 20 bar if necessary. 

In order to provide access to launch and retrieve tunnelling 
equipment, two deep shafts were constructed in the towns of 
Newburgh and Wappinger, New York, where the bypass will 
begin and end. The project site itself poses challenges to the 
assembly and launch of the TBM because of the limited space 
available. 

Robbins worked closely with KSC to ensure that TBM 
components were designed and sized so all could be lifted with 
the contractor’s hoist system and fit down the narrow, 270 m (885 
ft) deep shaft. Once assembled, the machine is expected to begin 
boring in Autumn 2017. Website: www.robbinstbm.com 
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The Robbins TBM is sealable up to 20 bar, 
and will excavate in hard rock on a 3.8 km 
(2.4 mile) stretch below New York’s  
Hudson River.  

The Robbins Single Shield TBM underwent 23 functional tests  
during its factory acceptance in February 2017, and was ulti-
mately approved. 
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HDD INSTALLS MAJOR GAS PIPELINE IN TAIWAN 

T renchless Engineering Services Pvt. 
Ltd. (TESPL) was established in 2000 

with a target of excelling in the field of 
Horizontal Directional Drilling in India and 
across the globe. Since then the company 
has overcome many challenges across 
smaller and larger projects to prove its 
calibre in trenchless technology business.  

Trenchless Engineering Services has, 
against significant competition, strived to 
succeed in trenchless technology market by 
deliberately targeting critical jobs in poor 
soil conditions, difficult terrains and clients 
looking at low budget projects which have 
been successfully completed despite lack of 
infrastructure in a developing country like 
India. This was achieved by major cost 
control efforts within the corporate 
structure. The company has since proven its 
ability and offered extraordinary engineering solutions, with safety and the environment as 
priorities, to accomplish many challenging tasks in the process building itself a reputation across No
-Dig business areas including HDD, Auger Boring, Pipe Jacking, RCC Box Pushing. It has also 
invested in significant Research and Development in Trenchless Technology in the country and 
ultimately across the Asian subcontinent.  

TESPL can now claim success on milestone projects across the Middle East, Africa and Far East 
Asia which have been competitively achieved with the highest of International Standards. Internally 
the company ethos is based on the principle of ‘what you sow you reap’.  

The company also bases it success on choosing the right people and now offers a highly efficient 
management team, staff, crew and sales team that can now reap the rewards brought by a growing 
reputation for success in the field to numerous client’s requirements and schedules.  

 
GAS PIPE INSTALLATION AT LNG TERMINAL TAICHUNG TAIWAN 
In 2015 TESPL was awarded a project to complete an HDD installation of a 26 in (660 mm) 
diameter gas pipeline by CPC TAIWAN EPC. Siva Kumar Vilvanandan, General Manager of the 
company was seconded to Taiwan to complete the execution of the four challenging crossings under 
the leadership and guidance of Vipin Gupta, CMD of TESPL.  

To complete the project TESPL deployed two HDD rigs including a Herrenknecht HK150 (with 
150 t pullback capacity) and a Goodeng 350 (with 350 t pullback capacity) to undertake four 
challenging crossings in a tightly scheduled time-frame. The designed pipeline route led from the 
LNG terminal to a distribution station located some 20 km away. 

The first installation was located at the Taichung harbour strait and comprised a 1,418 m long 
crossing with a compound S-curve having a 1,000 m radius. The S-curve was over a length of 1,400 
m and ran to a depth of 56 m below sea level through ground conditions comprising cobbles, sandy 
soils and clay formations. The HDD bore was required to be installed to an ultimate diameter of 42 
in (1,067 mm) to accommodate the 26 in (660 mm) x 19 mm wall thickness gas pipeline.  

After evaluating all design approvals along with various client requirements and taking into 
account the ground conditions, as well as establishing back-up options, TESPL mobilised the 
appropriate equipment and sent its own workforce to the drilling location to execute the project.  

To ensure the success of the main gas pipeline installation first the job plan called for the 
installation of a steel 6 in (150 mm) diameter mud return pipeline some 7 m away from and parallel 
to the gas pipeline route. 

The 350 t Goodeng drill rig was 
deployed for this project with 
additional support equipment including 
the drilling mud pump, a recycling 
system and mud tank, plus reamers and 
other supplementary equipment. Given 
the ground conditions and the accepted 
bore plan, TESPL decided to lay the 6 
in (150 mm) diameter mud return 
pipeline with a reinforced 12 in (300 
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mm) diameter casing to facilitate 
steering and keep the drilling 
equipment clear of the backfill 
cobbles during drilling of the 
pilot bore. 

Once the mud pipeline was 
completed preparations started 
for the main gas pipe 
installation. First the drilling rig 
had to shift 7 m sideways so the 
main gas pipe would run parallel 
to the mud return pipeline. To 
ensure the drilling rig was stable 
throughout the drilling and pipe 
installation procedure a load 
calculated dead man sheet pile anchoring design was placed at the launch position to withstand a 
350 t rig power. 

Ground investigations showed that the cobbles that could expected to be encountered had an 
average size of around 6 in2 and beyond the cobbles core sand would be found to a depth of 3 m 
before hitting the seabed sand. Therefore TESPL designed a cofferdam excavation from the rig 
entry point over a horizontal length of 20 m and a width of 4 m. From the coffer dam a 12 in (300 
mm) diameter casing was installed over a length of 250 m to reinforce the drill string to facilitate 
management of the machine thrust and to enable steering to maintain the 56 m depth along with the 
proposed compound curves and design radius. 

Steering was achieved using the latest advanced 
technology Paratrack-2 Guidance tool system and a 
team of highly skilled experts in its use for the 
duration of the bore.  

At the same time as preparations were underway 
for the pilot bore the reception (exit) side of the bore 
was also prepared and set up for the reaming 
operations to upsize the pilot bore to the final 
required diameter. The first reaming operation was to 
use 24 in (610 mm) diameter barrel reamer. The bore 
was then progressively opened to the required 42 in 
(1,067 mm) diameter. 

At the same time as the bore was being completed 
the 26 in (660 mm) diameter gas product pipe was 
prepared for installation. The pipe was laid ready 
some 150 m from the bore exit point in three strings, 
two of 500 m length and one of 420 m length. This 
was due to limited space at the site the location near 
a busy harbour road. As part of the initial plan and 
due to the pipe strings having to cross the busy road 
there was a requirement to elevate the pipe string at 
the road by 5 m to ensure that, even as the 
installation proceeded, traffic flow was not 
interrupted as required under Taiwan law. The 
support for the pipeline was provided by using two 
20 ft containers with rollers on top as the main 
supports on either side of the road with a third 
located central to the roadway to provide support 
midway across. 

The new 26 in (660 mm) diameter pipe was 
prepared and tested and then the pipe puller head was 
fitted. With the pipe set on rollers and supported over 
the harbour road pull-back commenced and was 
completed without incident or disruption to the local 
traffic flows. Despite the challenging conditions and 
the local infrastructure constraints and road crossing 
requirements the project was completed to the great 
satisfaction of the client on time and within budget. 
Website: www.trenchless.in (this article is based on 
information provided by Vipin Gupta CMD - M/s 
Trenchless Engineering Services Pvt. Ltd.)  
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An aerial view of the gas pipeline running over container 
support during the pull back operation as traffic runs  
beneath.  
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SERVICE LIFE EXTENDED FOR CRITICAL WATER MAIN 

A ENA S.A. (Aeropuertos Españoles y 
Navegación Aérea), the largest global 

airport operator by customers, was faced with 
the rehabilitation of two parallel DN 300 
asbestos cement water mains located at Palma 
de Mallorca airport in Spain. The water mains 
supply the airport terminal and traverse 
underneath the airport’s runway. The pipes 
had suffered multiple burst in the past and 
were partially repaired with 5 m long PE 
sections. The sectional repair with PE pipes 
resulted in a diameter reduction to 257 mm. 
Due to continuing bursts, an effective and 
long-lasting rehabilitation of the entire section 
was required.  

The two parallel sections with a total length 
of 996 m had four 45o bends and two 90o 
bends in the route of the pipeline. The water 
network operated at 6 bar and the network operator was looking for a minimum design pressure of 
10 bar. In addition, the client required a trenchless solution so that the daily airport operations would 
not be affected by the rehabilitation works. Furthermore, the client was looking for a cost-effective, 
quick, and long-lasting system.  

In December 2016, the main contractor Aquambiente, a SUEZ Company, engaged the trenchless 
pressure pipe rehabilitation specialist sinzaTec to carry out the rehabilitation of the two asbestos 
cement water mains. SinzaTec proposed to install the Primus Line® system, a proven solution for 
the trenchless rehabilitation of water mains, which consists of a flexible Kevlar® reinforced liner and 
specially developed end fittings. The system allows for long installation lengths of 1,000 m and 
more, the ability to traverse multiple bends of up to 45o , and accommodates the operating pressure 
independently from the host pipe. The proposed DN 200 PN 20 Primus Line® system with an outer 
diameter of 182 mm and a corresponding inner diameter of 170 mm could also be installed through 
the reductions resulting from the sectional repair with PE pipes. The liner traversed the 45o bends, 
however the 90o bends had to be removed and reinstated. Thus, the two parallel water mains were 
renovated in two sections with 312 m and 186 m each.  

The complete rehabilitation work including pipe inspection with CCTV and cleaning of the host 
pipe was completed in only three working days. The service life of this critical asset was extended 
by more than 50 years. Website: www.primusline.com  

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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NEW STATE OF THE ART EX RATED RAUSCH  
CAMERA SYSTEM FOR ENVA 

D ue to continued business expansion, Enva, a leader in 
Hazardous Waste, Water and Wastewater and Laboratory 

services is broadening and investing in its CCTV surveying 
division.  

The latest addition to the fleet is a RAUSCH Ecostar 400 
camera system supplied by UTS, the EX rated system has a pipe 
diameter range of 75 mm to over 2,000 mm and a fully automatic 
cable reel with 400 m of cable.  

The system includes two Crawlers and two Pan, Tilt and Zoom 
Cameras as well as the Rausch Pan & Tilt Delta Push Rod system. 
This Rausch system includes such features as Laser measurement 
and 3D pipe profiling, manhole inspection and lateral inspection 
from the main pipe. The Rausch M-series is fully modular which 
means that ENVA is in a position to quickly add functionality to 
the system in order to meet all its customer’s needs. The on-board 
reporting is carried out using Wincan. 

“We are very pleased with our new Rausch system. It has 
allowed us to enhance our service offering to our customers. We 
carefully considered all the systems available to us but in the end 
the Rausch system was the one that stood out. It has a very robust 
design and there are also several technical features that enhance 
our service offering.” said Ger Cotter, Business Development 
Manager with ENVA. “We have earned a strong reputation for 
reliability and completing complex projects on schedule for our 
clients and this new addition bolsters our commitment to our 
customers.” 

“This was a very enjoyable project for UTS, the CCTV team at ENVA had a very clear vision 
regarding what this new CCTV vehicle needed to do for them. We were very pleased to be in a 
position to deliver a system and vehicle fit-out that met all their needs. The attention to detail in the 
construction of the van interior at the Rausch factory in Germany is second to none.” said Mike 
Sheehy, Managing Director at UTS, further adding, “We would like to thank ENVA for choosing 
UTS and Rausch and wish them all the best with their new Rausch Van.” 

The acquisition of this unit further enhances Enva’s role in the provision of CCTV Drainage 
surveys. Enva can also carry out any rehabilitation works required following the survey which 
would include such services as patch repairs, relining of pipes, lateral cutting and pressure testing of 
lines services.  

UTS specialises in the supply and repair of equipment used in the sewer and drainage industry 
such as sewer cleaning machines and trucks, pipe inspection camera systems and vehicles, pipe 
repair robots, equipment and material as well as a wide selection of associated tools and accessories.  

The UTS service centre and showroom is 
based in Dublin, while the demonstrator and 
service vans cater to onsite demonstrations and 
maintenance across Ireland and UK.  

UTS Training, the training division of UTS 
delivers a range of training courses relevant to 
people working in the drain and sewer industry 
such as water jetting training, Wincan reporting, 
Pressure testing, Confined space training etc. 

RAUSCH is a world leading manufacturer of 
camera inspection systems with over 
30 years’ experience.  

The company is based in Germany 
and has satisfied customers all over 
the world. UTS is the Rausch Dealer 
for Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
Websites: www.enva.com,  
www.rauschtv.com/en and 
www.utsltd.ie 

Ditch Witch 
UK & Ireland 

All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional 
Drills, HDD Training, Mixing/

Recycling Systems, HDD Drilling 
Fluids, Drill Pipe, Backreamers,  

Tri-Hawk Tooling,  
HDD Guidance Systems,  

Utility Locators,  
Vac Systems, Trenchers,  

Vibratory Ploughs. 

The rear section of the newly 
fitted-out ENVA CCTV Van. 

Above left: One of the Rausch 
Crawlers entering into a pipe. 
 Below left: The ‘office’ section of 
the new CCTV Van. 
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PVC PIPE CLEANING MADE EASIER BY PICOTE 

F or many years, PVC pipe has been something of a 
mainstay of underground pipeline networks for a 

variety of utilities. However, as with all pipes, they 
do occasionally need cleaning and the generally 
thinner wall design and stiffer nature of the plastic 
that makes up PVC has meant that aggressive 
cleaning, to a much greater extent than is seen in PE 
pipes, could lead to problems of pipe damage if not 
fracture. 

With these potential problems in mind Finland-
based Picote has developed a range of cleaning 
equipment and accessories that has either been specifically designed to work in PVC or can be 
adapted to clean PVC without detriment to the pipe. 

 
PICOTE SMART SPIDER 
One of these developments is the Picote Smart Spider. The Smart Spider cleans all types of pipes 
fast and in a highly efficient manner and is even safe to use in PVC pipes. As a unique tool, the 
Smart Spider is designed specifically for pipes where the invert or other pipe sections are missing. 
The unit easily navigates around 90° bends and is available for use in pipe diameters of 4 in (100 
mm) and 6 in (150 mm) when used with Picote’s Maxi Miller machine to drive the cleaning unit. It 
is also available for use in 6 in (150 mm) and 8 in (200 mm) diameter pipes when used with the 
Maxi Power Plus miller machine. For smaller sizes in cast iron, clay or concrete pipes, it is 
recommended that Picote chains are utilised. 

Advantages of the Picote Smart Spider include that it is easily rebuilt when necessary using 
affordable spare parts. There are even rebuild packages available. As the tip of the cleaning legs will 
wear with use, these are designed to be easily exchanged after the tip has worn out. It should be 
noted however that the Spider must always be operated with its spring leader to ensure its flexibility.  

The Smart Spider is also easy to use with it being necessary to simply connect it to the miller 
machine shaft using a sleeve bearing. Once attached and the rotational direction has been checked to 
ensure it is always clockwise, the Smart Spider is placed inside the pipe by manually rotating the 
Spider legs. Once in position simply turn on the Maxi Miller to no more than the maximum 1,000 
rpm and the cleaning process is started. The highly efficient nature of the cleaning process does 
mean that it is important to ensure that dust is continuously flushed out of the pipe with water when 
in use.     

  
PICOTE PVC CHAIN 
Picote PVC Chains are available as the Cyclone and 
Original designs and both are very popular for cleaning 
PVC pipes. They are designed with all the benefits of the 
regular Picote cleaning chains, but without carbide 
inserts, making them very safe for use inside PVC pipes. 
The chains are used with the Picote Micro or Mini Miller 
machines utilising the ⅓ in (8.5 mm) diameter shaft in 2 
in (50 mm), 3 in (75 mm) and 4 in (100 mm) diameter 
pipes. When used with the Midi and Maxi Miller 
machines with its ½ in (12.7 mm) shaft the chains can be 
used in 4 in (100 mm) and 6 in (150 mm) diameter pipes. 

The different chains are designed for best use in 
differing circumstances. The Cyclone chain is designed 
for use in damaged pipes whilst the Original chain is 
designed for use on tougher cleaning jobs. Both provide fast and highly efficient cleaning 
operations. 

 
PICOTE WIRE BRUSH 
The Picote Wire Brush range is a safe option for smaller diameter PVC pipes. They are designed 
specifically for lightly removing any build-up of scale. These practical tools are available for use 
with the Micro or Mini Miller machines in pipe diameters of 2 in (50 mm), 3 in (75 mm), 4 in (100 
mm) and 6 in (150 mm).  Recently Picote has introduced a Wire Brush design for use with the Maxi 
Miller machine in pipe diameters including 4 in (100 mm), 6 in (150 mm), 8 in (200 mm), 10 in 
(250 mm) and 12 in (300 mm). 
 
PICOTE TWISTER CLEANER 
The Picote Twister Cleaner for PVC is a gentle cleaning option for PVC pipes. The unit is suitable 
for cleaning 4 in (100 mm) diameter pipe and it is also an effective tool for removing small 
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inconsistencies inside pitch fibre pipes. The Twister Cleaner is used with the Midi Miller or Maxi 
Miller for excellent cleaning results. 

  
TWISTER CLEANER IN THE FIELD 
Whilst it is easy for a manufacturer to make claims for it products it 
is only in the field that results will speak for the validity of such 
claims. Of the Picote Twister Cleaner James Stern, Director PBF 
Drainage Services Ltd in the UK said: “We have tried out the new 
PVC Twister Cleaner and found it good not only in PVC but also in 
pitch fibre to remove small defects as it is less aggressive than other 
tools. For example under a newly built conservatory, a PVC pipe that 
required lining was cleaned with the new PVC Twister Cleaner. The 
PVC Twister Cleaner was successfully used to scour the pipe to 
enable a good bond to be made with the epoxy resins that were used 
within the liner during installation.” 

For Picote Jake Saltzman, Worldwide Technical Director based in 
the USA said: “It has long been our aim to provide the equipment 
needed to manage and maintain all forms of pipe material. Our latest 
range of products for PVC pipe we feel does just that whilst protecting to future viability of the pipe 
in the ground.” Website: www.picotesolutions.com  

 
 

SAFE WORK FOR SUBURBAN GAS MAIN CONNECTION 

W hen work started on plans to upgrade a suburban 
street’s gas main connection, contractors needed to 

draw up a safe system of work. 
The planned maintenance involved excavating across 

the front of each property to access the gas line 
connectors, and allow engineers to connect new lines. 

Contractors knew that the excavations would take days 
to complete, and that on-site health and safety practices 
needed to be a priority because of the number of residents 
on the road. 

The solution to ensure site safety and prevent potential 
hazards, included calling on Pier (UK) to provide vacuum 
excavation support. The self-contained suction units 
allowed each connector to be excavated without creating 
large piles of ground spoil down the street. The machine’s 
remote- controlled arm lifted away the ground using strong suction power, pulling debris inside the 
machine to store and unload on site later in the day. 

Once utility connections were located and marked up outside each house, the precision control of 
the vacuum excavator ensured minimum excavation was required, keeping the work area as small as 
possible, further reducing the risk of incidents on site. 

With safety as the main concern at the planning stage of these upgrade works, contractors also 
knew that the vacuum excavator’s No-Dig approach would also provide a lower risk excavation 
method.  

Use of the strong suction boom and on-board air lance to unearth underground lines, eliminated 
the need to manually dig ensuring lines were not damaged and no injuries were incurred.  

Using the vacuum excavation technology allowed contractors to complete extensive gas upgrade 
works throughout the street. Project delivery was on time and completed without any health and 
safety incidents. Website: www.pier-uk.co.uk 
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QUALITY PIPE CUTTING AND CLEANING TOOLS 

A n exclusive new deal between Finnish manufacturers 
Renssi and Seweri and UK distributor Source One 

Environmental (S1E) sees their high-quality pipe cutting and 
cleaning tools available to the UK market for the first time. 

Both manufacturers are owned by the same group, making 
similar tools, but Renssi’s tools are made with carbide while 
the Seweri range is manufactured from stainless steel.  Both 
ranges include chain knockers, with cable and cable covers. 
The Renssi range also includes brushes, cutters and sandpaper 
holders, while the Seweri range includes circular chain 
knockers. 

“These product ranges are of exceptional quality and 
handmade to the highest standard.” commented Glenn 
Cartledge, Managing Director of S1E. “They are essential kit 
for contractors, so they complement our current Pipe Doctor 
product range, whilst maintaining our commitment to offer the 
best to the market.” 

All tools in these ranges are rotated by drill or other 
mechanical equipment, for swift and effective use. They are 
ideal for the preparation of pipelines prior to spot repair or lining, and the Renssi cutters can be used 
to quickly cut holes for lateral connections or to open up a closed pipeline.  

The chain knockers in both ranges follow a unique design created by Renssi, in partnership with 
their customers, to be more effective and longer-lasting. The ranges feature a large number of 

different adaptors so the tools can be used with contractors’ 
current equipment, regardless of make. 

“We are looking forward to an effective partnership with the 
Renssi and Seweri teams. We believe that these tools will be 
warmly received by the British infrastructure repair market and 
will quickly become invaluable to British contractors.” stated 
Glenn. Website: www.s1e.co.uk 
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All of the tools are precision-engineered in Finland. 
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UKSTT NEWS 
REFLECTIONS BY BRIAN SYMS 
As many of you will be aware, after many years having the privilege of serving on the 

UKSTT Council, I finally retired from that role at last September’s AGM. 
Yes, it has been a while since I first got involved with trenchless technology from the 

mid 1980s when Ted Flaxman organised the first International Conference & Exhibition in 
London and was instrumental in setting up iSTT. We (at NWL) organised quite a few 
events in the North East in the late 80s and early 90s which Ted attended together with 
several ‘trenchless’ contractors and which included site visits to see various technologies 
on site. We opened our doors to colleagues in UK and then ‘bused’ them around the 
various sites to see the different technologies in action. You could say this was a 
forerunner of ‘No-Dig Live’!! 

Due to the nature of ISTT and its set up in London, we were a bit slow to establish a 
national Society in UK but it finally arrived in 1993 and UKSTT was formed - the rest is 
history. I was surprised and honoured to be asked to join the first Council then and while 
there have been far too many people involved over the years to ‘name names’, without the enthusiasm of UMIST and the use of 
its facilities, the Society would have faced a much more difficult start to its existence. 

 I’ve had a great time over my years with UKSTT, particularly once I became self-employed in 1995 as I had the opportunity to 
travel all over UK and Europe initially and later world-wide with Trade Fairs etc. Again, far too many people to thank, though 
you know who you are, so many, many thanks for the opportunities that arose. 

There have been good times, bad times and some frustrating times and those involved with training aspects and battles with 
ISTT will understand where I’m coming from!! However, there is a new generation of young enthusiasts available to take 
UKSTT to its next stages of evolution. Good luck to you all. 

So, roll on some 24 years and I had a really nice surprise recently when an ‘innocent’ lunch with Ian & Ian became a 
presentation of a fine crystal whisky glass – needless to say, it was christened later that night with a fine 21 yearr old Glenturret 
Malt Whisky. 

Thanks everyone for your help, advice and above all, friendship and although I am aiming to retire professionally in the next 
couple of years and will not be sitting in Council Meetings etc., I am still a member and will see you now and again, here and 
there. 

 
WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
MK Surveys - Established in 1972 and having celebrated 40 years in business during 

2012, MKSurveys is one of the most respected independent survey and geospatial 
companies operating across the UK and overseas.  

MK Surveys Underground Utility Tracing and Mapping division was established in 
2002 and offers a wide range of services aimed at the detection, verification and location of underground utilities. 

All of its utility surveys are carried out in accordance with “PAS 128:2014 Specification for underground utility detection, 
verification and location” published by BSI in 2014. 

 
RELINEEUROPE - RELINEEUROPE is world leader in the supply of UV-Light 

curing glass-fibre reinforced plastics (GRP) lining systems, as well as the UV installation 
equipment. 

Its annual production volume currently stands at approximately 600,000 m of Alphaliner and the company has already 
successfully completed rehabilitation projects in more than 40 countries, using the world’s leading UV light curing Alphaliner . 
With its proven skills and long history of experience, RELINEEUROPE offers its customers tailor-made solutions-from hose 
liners, UV units, robots and other required accessories to comprehensive services-worldwide . 

 
 

MEMBERS NEWS 
LANES LONDON OPS AND TRAINING 
Wastewater engineers from Lanes Group have completed their 1,000,000th drainage 

maintenance job for Thames Water. The company has totted up the total in little over four 
and a half years, as it has worked with Thames Water to keep its 68,000 mile (109,430 km) 
network of drains and sewers across London and the Thames Valley flowing freely. 

The millionth job was to carry out a CCTV drainage survey in Wallington, South London. 
It was completed just after 3 p.m. on 20 January by wastewater engineers Luigi Coulter and 
Arron Clarke. 

Andy Brierley, director of Lanes Group’s Thames Water wastewater maintenance contract, 
said: “Reaching this total is a testament to the dedication of our teams and the strength of our 
partnership with Thames Water. By completing one million jobs, we will have helped many 
millions more customers, as each incident we are called to often impacts on multiple homes and businesses. Our ethos has been to 
constantly push back the boundaries of what's possible in wastewater maintenance productivity, while delivering the highest 
standards of safety and customer service. We also support 100% Thames Water’s ‘Bin it - don’t block it’ campaign against 
putting fats, oils, wipes and sanitary products down drains, as a frightening number of blockages we deal with daily are the result 
of this behaviour.”  
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 Steve Spencer, head of Thames Water’s customer field services, added: 
“This is a great milestone for Thames Water and for Lanes, and demonstrates 
the great relationship the two companies have developed. We send our 
congratulations to the team that has had the honour of tackling the millionth 
job, and know they will have delivered the same great service to our 
customers that Lanes and Thames Water strive for every day.” 

Lanes Group’s wastewater teams, made up of 880 field engineers and 220 
support staff, are pioneering the use of Cloud and digital app technology to 
make drain and sewer maintenance much more efficient and safer. 

Andy Brierley said: “From day one we have worked with Thames Water to 
introduce advances in sewer condition diagnostics, GPS drainage mapping and 
remote access cleaning and sewer rehabilitation not just maintain the system, 
but to significantly improve it, and that work continues apace.” 

This innovative approach now allows Lanes teams to carry out an average of nearly 1,000 sewer and drain maintenance jobs 
every day. During periods of peak pressure, they complete 135 such tasks every hour. 

All maintenance jobs are recorded and tracked using a Cloud-based digital platform called FieldViewer. It has been developed 
by Techfinity, which donated the tablets given to team members to celebrate the milestone. 

On other London based operations, Transport for London (TfL) has re-awarded contracts to Lanes Group to maintain structure 
and drainage assets associated with the Jubilee, Northern and Piccadilly underground lines. The awards, made under Lot 3 of 
TfL’s asset maintenance procurement process, means Lanes Group has retained all contracts currently held. 

Under TfL’s new procurement regime, designed to streamline its maintenance supply chain, it also means Lanes Group can 
now bid for more work across all transport infrastructure. Matthew Todd, Commercial Director of Lanes Rail Division, said: 
“This is the best possible outcome for us, so is very positive. It reflects the strong case we were able make in our bid, based on 
our work for Transport for London over recent years. It also reflects very well on the dedication and hard work of our 
maintenance teams who deliver safe, high-quality service in what are some of the most challenging transport asset maintenance 
environments you can find. This gives our teams work for the next five years, with an option for TfL to extend the contract for 
another three. We also hope it will result in us significantly increasing the volume of work we do for TfL over the duration of the 
contract.”  

The contracts will be managed by Tube Lines, a subsidiary of TfL, which is responsible for the maintenance of the ‘JNP’ 
lines. Lot 3 is split into three options. Lanes Rail will now share the work available in Option 1, civils and structures 
maintenance, and Option 2, drainage maintenance, with three other contractors on a framework. 

Option 3, reactive civils and structures maintenance, has been re-awarded to Lanes Group as a sole supplier. All options are due 
to start operating from April 2017. 

Matthew Todd said: “Our approach is always to combine a very strong health and safety regime with a can-do approach to 
solving the most challenging maintenance problems on London Underground. Our teams have shown they can deliver high-
quality value-for-money maintenance projects on time and on budget, whether that is refurbishing a railway bridge or responding 
to flooding caused by extreme weather. We are looking forward to working with Tube Lines and Transport for London to deliver 
the safe and high-quality maintenance work both they and the travelling public of London, and the rest of the UK, expect and 
deserve.” 

In terms of training Lanes has introduced its Immersive Igloo which 
transforms sewer training, but without the smell. Drainage engineers in 
London and the Thames Valley are being sent into an Igloo before they can go 
down a sewer. 

Lanes Utilities and Thames Water have invested in a 360° igloo projection 
theatre that will transform training by allowing teams to instantly see and hear 
what it is like to be inside a sewer, though not experience the smell. 

The igloo, based at Lanes’ Customer Solutions Centre, in Slough, Berks, 
delivers wraparound sound and vision, so drainage engineers can be immersed 
in any scenario, no matter how potentially hazardous, without having to leave 
the training room. 

Lanes Utilities, part of Lanes Group, will use the Igloo theatre - or cylinder - 
to train teams working on its wastewater network maintenance contract for 
Thames Water. 

Lanes is the first water utilities contractor in the UK to use such a sophisticated facility to train its staff, in a move that is being 
co-funded by Thames Water Wastewater Networks. 

Lanes Utilities Director Andy Brierley said: “The Igloo acts like a giant virtual reality headset. Up to 15 people can receive 
sewer maintenance training that is as life-like as possible, without them getting their feet wet. It will be particularly useful for 
when we are inducting our people. Keeping everyone safe is our number one priority, so we want our new colleagues to be fully-
prepared. We will be able to create real-time worksite challenges that place them right in the middle of the action, and fully test 
what they have learned. It is a game changer in terms of health and safety training.” 

Mark Grimshaw, Head of Wastewater Networks North London, for Thames Water, said: “Traditionally, staff induction and 
training has involved recruits doing a lot of sitting and being presented to. 

The Igloo breaks that mould. It brings wastewater training into the 21st Century, and is perfect for the Millennial generation, 
brought up on gaming and digital TV. The aim is to make training and learning much more real, meaningful, interactive and, 
ultimately, effective. We are very pleased to support Lanes’ vision for what the Igloo can achieve.” 
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WRc APPROVAL FOR RAPID-SETTING PATCH REPAIR 
The recently-launched Pipe Doctor Rapid No-Dig repair system has 

become the first fast-setting patch product to gain WRc approval. WRc 
granted the approval on the 5 February, 2017 following its usual stringent 
testing. 

“Pipe Doctor Rapid was launched in September 2016 to offer a quality 
patch repair kit with a reduced cure time.” stated Glenn Cartledge, MD of 
Source One Environmental (S1E) which manufactures the Pipe Doctor 
range. “We went straight into discussions with WRc about gaining approval 
for the product as we are aware of how much value the industry places on 
WRc’s independent certification.” 

The Pipe Doctor Rapid system includes resin that contains an increased 
amount of accelerator, so a speedy setting time is achieved without any 
further additives. “In kit form, Pipe Doctor Rapid contains everything 
needed for a fast repair, pre-measured, with no waste or mess. The mix of 
resin components is therefore controlled for a successful repair every time.” Glenn explained. 

The higher level of accelerator reduces the resin cure time to just 30 minutes at 20°C. The working time is also reduced, to 6 to 
7 minutes at that temperature, and, for this reason, S1E recommend that it is only used for repairs within 15 m of the manhole. 

A handy thermometer is supplied with resin bags in Pipe Doctor Rapid kits, to check the ambient temperature, as this affects 
both the working and cure times of the resin. 

Pipe Doctor Rapid has been WRc-certified for the repair of 100 mm, 150 mm and 225 mm diameter pipes. It is available in kit 
form with 550 mm and 1,000 mm long patches and in bulk form. 

 
NEW CERTIFICATION FOR VACUUM EXCAVATOR OPERATIVES 
Following a two year CITB steering group review of existing requirements to operate a 

vacuum excavator. A new CPCS certification has been agreed that will, it is believed, seriously 
improve the safe operation of these vehicles. 

Firstly driver operatives must hold a HGV licence before being able to gain this new CPCS 
qualification, this in its self is a major step forward.   

As these large 26 or 32 tonne machines are generally registered as plant, theoretically, up to 
now, anyone could drive them. Moving away from this has to be a very good thing. The test 
itself covers two segments, firstly, a theory assessment where they must be able to demonstrate 
an in depth knowledge of the machine, its safe operation including safety checks and basic maintenance.  

The second segment is a practical assessment covering the operation of the vehicle including safe manoeuvring under site 
conditions plus they must be able to perform a number of excavation tasks including the use of an air pick and an ability to 
control the vehicles intake arm when working around buried services. Operatives wishing to attain this new qualification are 
expected to have attended extensive experience and training in advance of their assessment. 

Furthermore having attained their CPCS card they will be expected to follow this up within two years to gain an NVQ 
qualification within the industry sector to gain their blue competent operative card. Since being introduced, this new certification 
is rapidly becoming the industry default with a growing number of sites already insisting on the CPCS card and no other. 

So what does this mean to the industry? In short, consistency and peace of mind. From a service supplier viewpoint  operatives 
competence can be demonstrated across all aspects of the operation of the machine and works ability. From a customer viewpoint 
they will be able to weed out the professional service supplier from those less so, thereby reducing risk. 

Overall the industry will see an improvement in service, standards and safety. This is something that Force One, a company 
offering such services, has always been committed to seeing and which was part of the CITB steering group to help formulate the 
training requirement and test criteria for the new CPCS card and which is now a member of a CPA steering group producing 
‘best practice’ guidelines for vacuum excavation services. 

As the industry grows and more players enter the market, it is vital that standards and safety are not only maintained but where 
ever possible improved. So not only supporting this new qualification but insisting that those working on sites hold the card has 
to be good for the industry. 

 
FORCE ONE ANNOUNCES AN IMPRESSIVE NEW FLEET ADDITION 
Force One recently announced a new specialist machine as part of its ever 

growing fleet, ideal for, but certainly not limited to, long distance excavation 
projects or working in areas where tipping and space can be an issue as this 
machine can tip straight into muck away trucks thereby eliminating site tipping 
and allowing its vehicle to keep working. An example of this being a benefit is 
working in London on basement projects where space is always an issue. 

The new machine is the only quad fan, high tip suction excavator of its size and 
power in the UK and indeed, from what the manufacture has said, is unmatched 
across their worldwide distribution network. Specifically designed for Force One 
Ltd, this amazing machine has already successfully been operating in the UK on 
projects removing material over distance and more recently on a rail project 
where in excess of 50 tonnes of ballast was removed over a limited possession, 
two-night project. 
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The order for this machine was placed back in March 2016 and its design and manufacture resulted in a long wait but having 
received delivery, carried our working trials, it is now a working addition to the fleet and the wait has been worthwhile as the 
machine is proving a big hit with customers. The power and many features of this new machine really gives customers greater 
flexibility when applying our suction excavation technology to projects they may be undertaking. As a result, Force One has 
already received hire orders for more specialist works. 

 
TERRA GUIDED AUGER BORING 
In Broxden on the outskirts of the peaceful village of Perth, Scotland, Terra Solutions was 

contracted to install, using guided auger boring, 65 m of new pipework to service a new 
housing development consisting of 220 homes with planning submitted for further expansion. 
The new sewer outfall was to be laid not only under the busy A9 highway but also the 
environmentally sensitive community greenway. This outfall required 45 m and 20 m drives 
from a single launch pit connecting to the new housing development to the existing sewer 
network. Pipework was to be laid at depths in excess of 6 m, which, if installed through 
conventional open cut techniques would have resulted in significant temporary works, traffic 
management, utility diversions and disruption to local residents and wildlife. 

The one time home of Trainspotting and Star Wars actor, Ewan McGregor, Perth proved to 
be the backdrop to yet another successful job for Terra Solutions, but one not without its fair share of challenges, for example: 

 The narrow access point to the drive pit which required a linear compound set up in comparison with other, more 
expansive sites. 

 Harder ground was also a risk, as was discovered when further trail pits were dug. Terra Solutions mobilised the 
Eliminator Boring rig as a backup to minimise downtime if ground unsuitable for standard GAB was encountered. 

With both the launch and reception shafts for these new lengths of pipe already excavated, the company was able to get straight 
into the setup of the guided auger boring rig, casting front and rear thrust walls capable of withstanding the expected jacking 
pressures. 

The rig and ancillary equipment necessitated a staggered arrival in several articulated lorries with 40 to 45 ft (12 to 14 m)
trailers. A 20 ton excavator was used to remove the equipment from the flatbed trailers and transport them the rest of the distance 
to the launch shaft. 

The 20 ton excavator was then used to lower the 2.75 ton jacking frame to the base of the launch shaft. After this the 1.75 ton 
power pack was off loaded using chains attached to the lifting lugs and placed into position near the top of the shaft. Plant 
‘nappys’ and spill kits were installed around this as necessary. 

The jacking rig feet were adjusted so that the levels were set perfectly and the theodolite setup was carried out at this point, 
ensuring the accuracy of the drive both to level and alignment. The hoses, for both the hydraulics and for the water necessary in 
the machine were routed on top of the auger bore rig controls and tested to ensure all gauges were working correctly. It was at 
this point in the job that the drive was attempted using traditional guided auger boring, making use of the pilot rod system to 
control the line and level. Very quickly it became apparent that the stiff clay was just within the operating parameters of the rig 
and thankfully the eliminator would not be required. 

With the Eliminator attachment on site, Terra Solutions could have reacted quickly to any change in ground conditions, but 
thankfully this was unnecessary, maximising our efficiency on this project. 

Once the pilot rods reached the reception pit, boring could commence with each 1m long casing making its way through the 
earth, following the line set by the pilot rods. While in motion, casings and augers were continually added until they reached the 
reception shaft- where an opening had been excavated- to allow retrieval from the shaft and removal by way of the attending 5 t 
excavator. 

At this point in the project it was time to install the new 300 mm diameter vitrified clay pipework. The first step was to connect 
a pipe thrust adapter to the rig and secure it in place. 

With a suitable cushion in place (made of wood so as not to damage the pipe) the product pipe was carefully aligned and 
pushed into the bore. As the sections of pipe were added from the launch shaft, the casings were ejected into the reception shaft 
and removed by the excavator. The rig was then turned around, reset and a second drive then commenced using the same 
technique across the busy A9 highway. Both drives were completed successfully with a high degree of accuracy and within the 
tolerances required under the specification. 

Terra Solutions was able to install the new pipework successfully using the Guided Auger Boring method, minimising 
disruption to the A9 highway and safeguarding the environmentally sensitive greenway. 

 
FAST AND ECONOMICAL REHABILITATION OF INDUSTRIAL PRESSURE PIPES 
Water pipes with diameters between DN 150 and DN 500 are found not only in the 

networks of water suppliers, but also in many industrial premises of refineries, chemical 
plants or airports. Instead of drinking water, process water flows through these pipes, which 
is used as fire extinguishing or cooling water, for example. 

In the industrial sector, rehabilitation involves special challenges. For reasons of space 
efficiency, many pipes are arranged in very narrow spaces or are installed under asphalt 
surfaces or in concrete. To gain access to the pipe sections, it would be necessary to remove 
the surrounding intact pipes or to open up and later restore surfaces. Under these 
conditions, open rehabilitation with an exchange of the affected pipe sections is cost-
intensive, creates safety risks for the rest of the operation and leads to long downtimes, 
which significantly reduce production processes. 
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In this environment, the strengths of Primus Line® are fully utilised 
because the liner allows for very targeted interventions: Only one access at 
the beginning and end of the rehabilitation section is necessary for the 
installation, which can be carried out either via existing shafts or very small 
excavation pits. The insertion speed of up to 400 m/min ensures a short 
installation time with little use of machinery, operation interruptions are 
thus reduced to a minimum. With its bendability of up to 45o and pull-in 
lengths of up to 2,500 m in one piece, the Primus Liner is extremely 
versatile. By delivering on very compact transport drums, Primus Line® is 
also easy to store on site and is therefore ready for assembly in the context 
of regular maintenance and emergency situations. At the same time, the 
service life of a pipe can be extended by more than 50 years and a cost 
saving of 50% or more can be achieved compared to open rehabilitation. 

Several recent projects have shown the effects of the advantages in practice. At the airport of Palma de Mallorca, two asbestos 
cement pipelines DN 300 run parallel to each other between the apron and the taxiways and take-off and landing strips, which 
supply the airport terminal with water. After several successive, temporarily repaired pipe fractures, a permanent rehabilitation of 
the pipe section became indispensable. Altogether approximately 1,000 m of the Primus Line DN 200 were inserted via a small 
excavation pit next to the terminal building and a shaft in an operations building at the south-western end of the landing strip. The 
connection between the apron and the runway remained completely unaffected. During the three-day construction period, the 
Aeroport de Son Sant Joan was able to continue its air traffic as usual with up to 90 take-offs and landings per hour. 

In Montville, Connecticut in the US, Rand-Whitney Containerboard maintains a paper factory. For the production of paper and 
cardboard, large amounts of water are necessary to prepare the pulp for further processing. After several pipe breakages and 
repairs on the two parallel DN 300 pipes made of cast iron, which transport industrial water, Rand-Whitney opted for 
rehabilitation with Primus Line®. The affected sections of the twin pipelines run under a main road and are surrounded by a main 
water line with several house connections, a gas high-pressure pipe, a high-voltage power line and a fibre optic line. Open 
rehabilitation would not only have caused high costs, but it would also have interrupted operations for a longer period of time. 
The certified installation partner P&H Construction and Septic Service, however, carried out the insertion of the Primus Liner 
DN 300, including the preparatory work, in just five days. 

 
AEGION CORPORATION ACQUIRES ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNIQUES 
Aegion Corporation recently announced the acquisition of Environmental Techniques Limited, a 

specialist in trenchless services throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. This acquisition also 
included Environmental Techniques four strategic locations in Dublin, Lisburn, Wakefield and 
Livingston. 

With 25 years of experience and a market leader in cured-in-place pipe (CIPP), Environmental 
Techniques also offers high-tech capabilities in CCTV monitoring and sonar mapping. Its technologies 
and services will be an extension of and are complementary to the trenchless municipal pipeline 
rehabilitation offerings of Aegion’s operations in Wellingborough. The operations will continue to be 
managed by Shauna Herron (Ireland and Scotland) and Mark Neal (England and the Channel Islands).  

Shauna Herron remarked; “Under the ownership of Aegion, we now have extensive opportunities for further growth across the 
United Kingdom and Irish markets. Aegion’s technologies include Insituform® CIPP, which was first installed in the United 
Kingdom in 1971. They continue to be a leader in technology development and we are pleased to be a part of the Aegion family 
and bring new expertise to our customers.” 

Frank Firsching, Platform President of Aegion’s Infrastructure Solutions platform, said: “Our acquisition of Environmental 
Techniques strengthens Aegion’s market position and brings enhanced capabilities to our operations in this key European market. 
We have a long relationship with Environmental Techniques and expect that their strong commitment to high-quality trenchless 
construction will continue to demonstrate we are the preferred CIPP provider in the United Kingdom and Ireland.”   

Mark Neal added: “I have been associated with Insituform Technologies, an Aegion Company, for more than 26 years and look 
forward to this opportunity to work directly with my colleagues in the United Kingdom and throughout Aegion to provide 
trenchless rehabilitation solutions to more customers.”  

 

   
OTHER NEWS & EVENTS 

PIG ANNUAL DINNER 
The Pipeline Industries Guild held its Annual Dinner in the Great Room at the 

Grosvenor House Hotel. Around 1,000 people attended including UKSTTs Jo Parker and 
Norman Howell.  

One of the highlights was the Ruth Allen Award that is made to a person involved in the 
Pipeline Industries Guild Young professionals network. The award this year was 
presented by HRH Princess Anne and went to Rhys Day, Calm Solutions for a well 
deserved contribution to the industry.  

James Harrison the Chairman of the Guild gave a passionate speech about the 
challenges the industry faces both here and abroad. The evening was concluded with a 
speech by Andrew Neil with some political commentary concerning the current state of 
affairs around the world. 
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NO-DIG ROADSHOW 2017 - June 22 in Reading, UK. Website: www.westrade.co.uk 
NO-DIG ROADSHOW 2017 - October 19 in Leeds, UK. Website: www.westrade.co.uk 
 
 

ISTT AFFILIATED SOCIETY NEWS 
THE NASTT 2017 NO-DIG SHOW - April 9 to 12, 2017 - Washington D.C., USA. Details from: www.nastt.org 
NO-DIG DOWN UNDER 2017 -  Sept 12 to 15, 2017 - Gold Coast, Australia. Details from: www.nodigdownunder.com 
TRENCHLESS WORLD CONGRESS 2017 - September 25-27 - Medellin, Colombia.  
Details from: www.nodigcolombia.com 

 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT 
UKSTT Technical Enquiry Service - over £1 million of potential work per annum 
The UKSTT website has a dedicated link for visitors to raise technical enquiries they may have concerning the world of 

trenchless working. In addition, the administration team in Kenilworth, receive many calls seeking help. 
As part of the Corporate Membership benefits package many of these work associated potential advisory/problem solution 

queries generate business directly or indirectly for our members. 
These enquiries are passed directly to our Corporate members and if they are able to assist or put a tender in they are then in a 

position to respond directly to the enquirer. 
Based on review and demand the service has improved over the years and currently logs nearly 100 technical enquiries per 

annum and, although some verbal enquiries are dealt with immediately over the phone the majority are captured within a 
database which is reviewed and circulated to council members monthly.  

For further membership benefits please visit our website or contact Lynn on 01926513773 or email: admin@ukstt.org.uk 
 
JOIN TODAY 
Join the UKSTT and become part of the International Society for Trenchless Technology.   Members are entitled to access the 

services provided on the ISTT website to include free downloads of technical papers and reports from the Technical Resource 
Centre TRC. Members also receive quarterly mailings of Trenchless International (TI) - ISTT’s official magazine. To find out all 
of the benefits that your company could receive take a look at the website www.ukstt.org.uk/ or speak to Lynn on 01926 513773 
or email admin@ukstt.org.uk 
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independent company  

specialising in trade exhibition 
and conference organisation. 

Events include the 
'TRENCHLESS ' and  

'NO-DIG' series across Europe, 
the Middle East, Asia and 

Africa. 

SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Logo for weblink 
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2017 
April 9-13 
International No-Dig Conference & Exhibition With  
the No-Dig Show (NASTT) - Washington, DC, USA 
Details from: www.nodigshow.com 
 

April 26 
WRc Innovation Day - Swindon, UK. 
Details from: www.wrcplc.co.uk 
 

May 25-26 
3rd Water Loss Forum - Ankara, Turkey. 
Details from: www.waterlossforum.org/en 
 

June 15 
Trenchless Romania 2017 - Bucharest, Romania. 
Details from: www.trenchless-romania.com 
 

 
 
 
 
June 20-22 
Paris No-Dig Live - Paris, France. 
Details from: www.fstt.org 
 

June 22 
No-Dig Roadshow 2017 - Reading, UK 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 

Sept 12-15 
No-Dig Down Under 2017 - Gold Coast, Australia.  
Details from: www.nodigdownunder.com 
 

September 25-27 
Trenchless World Congress - Medellin, Colombia. 
Details from: www.nodigcolombia.com 
 

October 11-12 
NSTT No-Dig Event – Nijkerk, The Netherlands 
Details from: www.no-dig-event.nl 
 

October 19 
No-Dig Roadshow 2017 - Leeds, UK 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 

December 6-7 
STUVA Expo 2017 - Stuttgart, Germany. 
Details from: www.stuva-expo.com 

 
2018 
March 13-16 
BAUMA CONEXPO AFRICA - Johannesburg, S. Africa 
Details from: www.bcafrica.com 
 

March 25-29 
No-Dig Show (NASTT) - Palm Springs, USA 
Details from: www.nodigshow.com 
 

September 18-20  
No-Dig Live 2018 - Peterborough, UK. 
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk 
 
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would 
like to add it to this listing please forward details to: 
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk 
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