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REASSESSING DOMESTIC MARKET REQUIREMENTS FOR HDD

T

RACTO-TECHNIK UK Ltd (previously known as TT-UK
Ltd) has been in the Trenchless Technology business since
1982 and forms part of the international TT Group, which lays
claim to being the largest specialist trenchless technology
provider in the world. For much of the time since its
establishment the company has been one of the leading if not
the leading provider of impact moles to the UK market with its
GRUNDOMAT Soil displacement hammer product range.
Further to this, over the decades the company has introduced
to the UK a wide range of TRACTO-TECHNIK equipment
manufactured by the parent company in Germany including
GRUNDORAM Pipe rammers, GRUNDOBORE Auger boring
units, GRUNDOBURST Static pipe bursting systems,
GRUNDOCRACK Dynamic pipe bursting equipment, The Grundomat mole range - a
GRUNDOTUGGER cable pipe bursting equipment, leading, if not the leading,
GRUNDOWINCH Twin Capstan Winches, GRUNDOPIT impact mole in the UK market.
Mini steerable bore rigs and the range of GRUNDODRILL
HDD systems for which TRACTO-TECHNIK is globally renowned.
TRACTO-TECHNIK UK has responsibility for TRACTO-TECHNIK equipment sales across a
large part of the globe including the Middle East, South Africa and India as well as the UK and
Ireland. Whilst in the UK the GRUNDOMAT range has become something of a generic name in the
field of impact hammers, and the pipe bursting and the company’s other systems have found a broad
base of support from the industry, the GUNDODRILL range has been more widely appreciated in
TRACTO-TECHNIK UK’s oversea territories than in the UK. However this is something that is
about to change.
CHANGES AT THE TOP
Recent changes in senior management have caused the company to take a step back from its earlier
business model and reassess where it wants to be in the UK domestic market. The appointment of
Roger Wahl as Managing Director and the return of Matthew Izzard as Business Development
Director have also brought with them the introduction of a new perspective.
Commenting on the new approach Matt Izzard said: “As a company we have offered HDD
equipment since the early 1990s, However, we also know that our competitors have a significant
foothold on the HDD market in the UK. But having looked at this market again we also know that
there is a lot that we can offer that they do not. Our challenge is to re-establish the TRACTOTECHNIK name as a major HDD supplier across the region and in time to be seen as the premier
supplier of HDD equipment in the UK.”
As part of this push towards re-establishing its HDD market, TRACTO-TECHNIK UK now
employs 30 staff based at its Bedford offices to deal with the company’s product range including 3
field support engineers, 4 response engineers (to react to breakdowns and emergencies), 2 specialist
HDD product application specialists (to help clients select the best machine for the project
circumstances in hand) and 3 area sales managers.
This team initially will be
supporting a new breed of machine for the UK market. TRACTO-TECHNIK UK has brought into
the country machines at either end of the currently optimal range in use. There are two new
machines, the GRUNDODRILL 18ACS and the GRUNDODRILL 4X.
NEW RIG AVAILABILITY
The GRUNDODRILL 18ACS is an all condition machine that is designed not only to operate
efficiently on standard line installation but also on the more specialist projects including rock bores
using a twin tube drill rod system.
The size and power of the 18ACS engine
allows the operator to run the machine at
maximum in all operations including
pullback, rotation and mud motor, something
which it is claimed most competitive machine
cannot offer.
There is an automatic carving mode for
rock bores but there is also a neat continuous
Tracto-Technik UK’s new Grundodrill
18ACS rig comes a complete truck and
trailer package - shown alongside the new
Grundodrill 4X.
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fully automatic pullback and rod loading mode which the machine
operator just has to press one button to operate.
The drill rods on the 18ACS are loaded into cartridges that are
stacked on the rod storage section in such a way that drill rods can be
fully rotated freely and at will within the cartridge system while
loading. This means that there is no need to stand the rig down and
remove the rods to achieve rotation. This further means that rods are
not used in the same order on subsequent bores spreading wear across
the whole rod stack, thereby extending the life of the rods.
The rod cartridge system on the Elicon rods (‘rod within a rod’
system for rock drilling) means that there is a continuous operation and
the operator can take out as many rods as may be required for the job in
hand. It is not a ‘rod box’ system where the rig is limited to an ‘all or
nothing’ option.
The solid rods (non-rock operation) are the TD82 rods and have a rod
box which carries 210 m of rod per box, around 50 m more than
competitor rigs of similar size, giving the operator much greater The Grundodrill 18ACS
drill rig.
productivity for line work.
The 18ACS is designed so that there are no rod loading arms. This
minimises the overall rig footprint and it does not change on site during operation. This means in
difficult access areas the rig can be parked ‘tight’ against obstructions without fear of impacting on
to them.
The design of the 18ACS incorporates a lot of components from leading manufacturers, making it
is easy to source maintenance or replacement parts even when working in remote areas. This is one
of the reasons the GRUNDODRILL range is very successful in countries like Saudi Arabia and
Australia.
The 18ACS rig also offers a full diagnostic check so any issues can be isolated on site. Each
operation works off a common valve type meaning that any valve can be swapped to allow
operation to continue, thus minimising downtime on site.
From an aesthetic viewpoint, the construction and paint finish of the 18ACS rig is very high
quality which in the longer term offers what is claimed to be the highest residual value in Europe for
the GRUNDODRILL rigs which continue in full operation for many years.
At the other end of the scale the GRUNDODRILL 4X is designed for smaller installations such as
fibre to house or house connection pipelines. The rig offers a Kubota diesel engine with 28 kW
driving power; a control station with easy to survey control panel and multifunctional joystick. It
has a hydraulic anchor bore unit which swivels in three positions, a drill rod magazine with 32 drill
rods for 48 m bores, a stabiliser blade, rubberised steel track undercarriage and the option of remote
control operation.
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USER OPTIONS
Where TRACTO-TECHNIK UK’s new model
differs from competitors in the market is its new
approach to contractors. Whereas others in the
field offer sales and support, TRACTOTECHNIK UK now offers in addition to sales,
the option to hire and the option to take out an
‘operated lease’ with an option to buy. This is
particularly useful looking at the 18ACS
machine for contractors that may have projects
that are beyond the capabilities of the equipment
that they currently own or have access to but Training is independently EUSR accredited.
which do not have either the on-going project
workload or finances that would warrant an all-out purchase of a larger ‘All Condition’ rig.
Operated Lease is becoming an increasingly popular way of running plant in the UK as it ensures a
financially attractive set operating cost of the equipment and also ensures that the operator has the
latest equipment available – similar to the car industry.
The hire option can be ‘by the project’ or ‘by the day’ and can be offered with an option to buy at
the end of the hire. TRACTO-TECHNIK UK only offers a non-operated hire option as this allows
the contractor to fully appreciate the capabilities of the machine once on site. The hire does marry
with, at least in the first instances, a full accredited training course for the 18ACS machine to ensure
that team working the rig is fully conversant with its operation and capabilities before it goes to site.
Training is undertaken either at the TRACTO-TECHNIK UK training school in Bedford or if
required at the clients own site. The courses are accredited independently by EUSR and are generic
in nature so anyone undertaking the course should be
able to apply their new knowledge to any HDD
project once they are trained on the machine to hand.
EUSR qualification can also lead on to NVQ
qualifications. The course includes project
management and supervision, drilling, bore location
and drilling fluid design and management.
To ensure that the 18ACS can be used ‘in anger’
once on site the rig comes with a Mercedes truck
traction unit which has on-board the drill bits,
reamers and other necessary tooling as well as a
drilling mud mixing system and two drilling mud
supply tanks, either of which can be utilised
independently of the other.
This means that a new batch of drilling mud can be
mixed and stored for use whilst drilling continues
from the other tank, maximising efficiency and uptime of the rig on site.
According to Matt Izzard: “For any of the available
options, we have in place a full suite of financing
arrangements to suit all contractor pockets. This
means that whatever the project or situation the end
user can budget effectively. Our lease option also
includes the option to extend the lease, buy or return
the rig once the lease finishes. In the UK the
operated lease option is also useful as it can be offset against tax which can offer significant financial
advantage to the contractor.”
Matt continued: “We have chosen this route
because unlike the traditional ‘demo’ option, getting
the contractor to use the machine for themselves on
the hire or lease basis allows them to find out the
machines advantages for themselves both
operationally and financially, before committing to
buying a rig. In this way we also hope to bring our
Group’s global expertise to the UK market as well as
adding value to the projects that are undertaken with
our machines. We will also be announcing an Open
Day 2018 for contractors and clients wishing to see
the rigs up close in the near future.” Website:
www.tracto-technik.co.uk
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HOBAS AND AMIANTIT EUROPE JOIN FORCES

T

he merger of the European business activities
of the Wietersdorfer subsidiary HOBAS and
Amiantit
Europe
(including
FLOWTITE
Technology) was officially closed recently,
following the approval of the European
Competition Authorities (ECA). The two market
leading companies for Glassfibre Reinforced
Plastic (GRP) pipes have combined forces to form
a joint venture company, AMIBLU. An agreement
between Carinthia-based WIG Wietersdorfer
Holding GmbH and Saudi Arabia’s Amiantit
Company SAAC, the owner of Amiantit Europe,
was reached in December 2016 with the ownership
structure shared 50:50 between the partners.
GRP pipes fro the new AMIBLU joint
The headquarters of this joint venture is located venture company.
in Klagenfurt, Austria. GRP pipes provide
sustainable solutions across infrastructure and industrial applications such as drinking water,
irrigation, wastewater, hydropower or industrial plant systems. They feature many important
advantages against conventional pipe materials. The brands HOBAS and FLOWTITE each offer
distinct benefits as pipeline solutions and AMIBLU will ensure both continuity and growth for the
two formerly competing businesses.
CLEARER PRODUCT POSITIONING
Nick Crofts, the CEO of AMIBLU and Claus Brun, its CCO International and former MD of
HOBAS, agreed that by merging they can better support the product and market investments
required to transform the position of GRP pipeline solutions. This has global implications given the
positioning of HOBAS and FLOWTITE Technology customers and licensees around the world.
“Water is a precious resource, fundamental to life. At AMIBLU we believe we can better manage
this resource without increasing investment rates. We can offer solutions to wastage, pollution,
disruption and inefficiency of pipeline systems today whilst saving capital and operating costs.” said
Nick.
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Today’s market share of GRP pipe systems does not reflect the value they offer. As expectations
of lifetime, reduced maintenance cost and energy efficiency increase, the management expect more
customers to turn to AMIBLU solutions. In addition to growth against traditional pipe materials (in
particular cast iron, steel, and concrete pipes), there are important infrastructure projects planned
over the next 5 years within Europe where GRP solutions represent the best value proposition.
The culture of both businesses is characterised by continuous innovation and an obsession with
customer service and satisfaction. By replacing traditional solutions that suffer from corrosion and
leakage by the latest composite technology, networks can be highly efficient and clean and last for
150 years. AMIBLU will change expectations of how a sustainable water management network can
perform.
Claus Brun, CCO International AMIBLU, added: “The technological leadership of AMIBLU
within GRP water solutions gives us a stronger platform for further international growth, for
instance in Asia, Latin America and Africa. We have high growth ambitions and are looking
forward to taking on the competition with other technical solutions around the world. The joint
venture provides the optimal framework for AMIBLU to put this idea into practice.” Website:
www.amiblu.com

VERMEER CORPORATION COMPLETES MCLAUGHLIN GROUP
ACQUISITION AND EXPANDS DEALER BASE

V

ermeer Corporation recently announced its acquisition of
the remaining non-Vermeer interests of McLaughlin
Group, Inc., a leader in the drill tooling and vacuum
excavation industry. Vermeer took an initial vested position in
McLaughlin in 2012, when it acquired a minority interest in
the Greenville, South Carolina-based company.
“Our initial investment in McLaughlin created the ideal
opportunity to determine how the company culture and
product portfolio fit within our organisation.” said Jason
Andringa, president and CEO at Vermeer Corporation. “Now,
we look forward to having the McLaughlin team and the
products they design and manufacture become part of the
comprehensive solution Vermeer provides to the utility Vermeer completes McLaughlin
market. This is especially important in the area of soft-dig acquisition. Inset: The new Ve
excavation where we see demand for equipment and expertise Group team in Colombia.
continuing to grow today and well into the future.”
“For more than 95 years, McLaughlin has provided workable solutions for the utility industry,
where Vermeer is considered a market leader. We have worked closely with Vermeer and I can
confidently say that incorporating the McLaughlin products into the Vermeer line-up will be a
positive for the McLaughlin team and the customers we serve. We look forward to being a part of
the Vermeer organisation.” said Dave Gasmovic, president and CEO at McLaughlin Group, Inc.
McLaughlin will continue to operate under the McLaughlin name in Greenville, South Carolina,
USA. Dave Van Wyk, previously the senior director of Lifecycle Solutions at Vermeer, will serve as
general manager. Dave Gasmovic will take the role of business development manager and Jeff
Wage, sales director, will continue to lead the McLaughlin sales group. Website: www.vermeer.com
Further to this Vermeer Corporation has also expanded its South American dealer network with
the addition of Medellín, Colombia-based Ve Group. With the addition of Vermeer underground
construction equipment, Ve Group will be able to provide its Colombian customers with highquality construction equipment, as well as aftermarket parts and service support.
“Ve Group is committed to its customers.” said Tony Briggs, vice president of sales and
distribution at Vermeer. “Dealer Principal Santiago Durango has an established track record and inmarket experience in the pipeline installation, maintenance and rehabilitation markets. He puts his
customers’ needs first. We are confident he and everyone at Ve Group will do an excellent job of
representing Vermeer.”
Over the last 10 years, Ve Group has been instrumental in establishing trenchless technology best
practices in South America and has formally trained more than 1,300 people at universities and on
jobsites. The team at Ve Group has provided support and onsite expertise on many of the largest
underground projects in Colombia and surrounding countries. Santiago is also a founding member
of ICTIS, the Colombian International Society for Trenchless Technology.
“Our partnership with Vermeer will be good for contractors in Colombia.” Durango said. “We
have always been committed to providing our customers with the best solutions at the best value,
and the Vermeer utility installation products exceed our high standards. I have had the opportunity
to work with the team at Vermeer in various roles throughout my career, and I know they will do a
great job of working with customers and us. We’re excited to be representing the Vermeer brand.”
Website: www.vedelivers.com
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ENVIROSIGHT ACQUIRES MYTANA

E

nvirosight, a leading provider of sewer inspection and
rehab technology, completed the acquisition of
MyTana Manufacturing in an all-cash deal on 31 July,
2017. MyTana, headquartered in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA
is a major manufacturer and distributor of cleaning,
maintenance and inspection tools for the plumber and drain
cleaning markets. Going forward, MyTana will continue
providing its plumber customers with the professionalgrade tools they depend on to stay productive and
profitable, while leveraging Envirosight’s expertise to
expand its channels to market, diversify its marketing
communications, and evolve the technology platform for its
inspection products.
“At Envirosight, we have been fortunate to enjoy
exceptional organic growth since our inception 15 years
ago.” said Richard Lindner, President of Envirosight. “With Envirosight completes the
revenue increasing more than 20% annually in recent years, acquisition of MyTana
we now have the means to fund additional expansion Manufacturing .
through acquisition of companies in kindred markets - ones
that share our commitment to innovation and market-leading service and support. The fit and timing
could not have been better; MyTana’s fundamentals were extremely solid, so we pushed to complete
this deal in under four months.”
Headquartered in Randolph, New Jersey, USA, Envirosight has built what are claimed to be the
world’s leading brands for sewer inspection crawlers, zoom survey cameras and video nozzles tools cities depend on to understand their sewer infrastructure. The company also maintains what is
also claimed to be the industry’s most extensive service and support network, with more than 20
locations in North America alone.
“MyTana had several suitors, but Envirosight was the clear choice for us.” said Jock Donaldson,
President of MyTana. “They are a company that started with a simple vision and succeeded through
hard work, attention to detail, and a commitment to delighting customers. They also understand that
relentless growth is the key to capturing the market - size simply gives you the resources to
accomplish greater things. I am excited to watch MyTana grow with the benefit of Envirosight’s
expertise and investment.”
MyTana joins Pipeline Renewal Technologies, a supplier of sewer rehab technologies to
municipal contractors, in the growing family of Envirosight companies. Although Donaldson will be
retiring from his role as president by end of year, MyTana General Manager Dale Graber will stay
on with the company, and will join the Envirosight management team. Continuity of the MyTana
brand, facilities, products and customer service standards will be a point of emphasis throughout the
transition. Website: www.envirosight.com
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MORE EXPERTISE ADDED AT S1E

S

ource One Environmental (S1E) has appointed a new Internal
Sales Executive – Terry Ingleby.
“Terry has many years’ experience in the industry and has great
technical knowledge he can share with our customers. He will bring
even more experience to our Team, to build our service even further.”
commented Glenn Cartledge, S1E MD.
Terry began with the company on 4 September, 2017 and started
with intense training about the company’s products.
“S1E is a company that is keen on growing and adding services for
their customers, so it is an exciting time to be joining the team!” said
Terry. “I’m looking forward to the new challenge.” Website: www.s1e.co.uk

Terry Ingleby.

A LIFE’S WORK RAISING RUBBER STANDARDS

M

aterials Manager John Patchett has retired from VIP Polymers Ltd, ending a career in the
rubber industry that spanned five decades and his entire working life.
John had worked at pipe gaskets, seals, and couplings manufacturer VIP for 16 years, with
responsibility for developing and updating the company’s extensive rubber formulations.
Based in Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, VIP is a global leader in the supply of pipe seals, gaskets,
and couplings to the potable and waste water sectors. It also manufactures tunnel segment gaskets,
and rubber rail pads.
© 2017 NoDig Media Services
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Products his expertise has helped develop include
Tyton® and Tyton Sit ® gaskets for ductile iron pipe
and the VIPSeal® range of flexible couplings, which
join and repair low pressure and non-pressured pipes
of any material and size combination.
John played a pivotal role in guiding VIP through a
period of dramatic change and product innovation,
with the introduction and then continuous tightening of
standards for materials used in clean water distribution
systems.
VIP Technical Services Manager Peter O’Connor,
who runs the company’s in-house laboratory and was
John’s manager, said: “Our pipe joining and sealing Peter O’Connor (right) congratulates
products meet the most stringent material standards in John Patchett (left) for his services to
VIP.
clean water supply markets around the world.
“That is in no small part due to the diligent work done by John. When he started at VIP many of
these standards were not in place or were in their infancy. Since then, he has had to constantly adjust
and improve our formulations to ensure our products can be used and trusted in the many and
growing number of markets we operate in around the world.”
A key role, and perhaps his biggest achievement, has been work done to ensure VIP has always
been at the forefront of developing products that meet both BS 6920, which specifies the suitability
of non-metal products that have contact with clean water, and EN 681, which defines physical
requirements of elastomeric seals in clean water systems.
“For much of John’s career, material chemistry in the rubber industry was seen as a dark art, and
not just because of the colour of the product.” said O’Connor. “Knowledge about what worked
within each formulation was gained from those that came before, and its development relied on
significant amounts of materials testing and perseverance.
“John demonstrated many times his mastery of this need to apply his very broad and deep
knowledge in the development of rubber compounds. He also took a very hands-on approach to the
manufacturing process, helping solve problems, and enhance production on the factory floor on
numerus occasions.
“As such his expertise has been extremely valuable to VIP. We wish him a very happy retirement,
but his contribution will be missed by the whole team.”
The importance of John’s work to VIP has meant the company has had a succession plan in place
spanning two years. A key part of that has been the recruitment, 18 months ago, of Laboratory
Chemist Marcus Harrison, who had previously worked for Goodyear Tyres.
Since then, he has worked closely with John, benefiting from the insight and expertise he has
willingly passed on. “Just as John has helped VIP during the growth of exacting standards within
our industry, Marcus represents another stage in the development of our service.” said O’Connor.
“Regulators use ever-more advanced techniques to analyse and test our products, such as mass
spectrometry and gas chromatography. We are matching these approaches by developing techniques
that allow us to understand and manipulate our rubber formulations at a molecular level.
“It represents another step on the journey from that ‘dark art’ to a clean science, that John has
greatly helped VIP make, before handing over the baton to Marcus, and the colleagues to come.”
Website: www.vip-polymers.com

DITCH WITCH® PARTNERS WITH UTILICOR TECHNOLOGIES

P

ublic works managers across the USA have welcomed the use of keyhole coring as a less-costly,
safer and less-disruptive approach to underground roadway and sidewalk utility repairs than
traditional, large excavation techniques. Recently, Ditch Witch ®, a Charles Machine Works
Company, announced its partnership with Utilicor Technologies, Inc. to bring the benefits of
advanced keyhole technology and reinstatement to contractors, municipalities and utilities globally.
Utility contractors need not bring heavy and physically demanding equipment like jackhammers
and backhoes for every utility maintenance project that requires asphalt or concrete repairs. Instead,
they can operate a nimble, construction-grade Ditch Witch mini skid steer fitted with the new
Utilicor MTC100 coring attachment to perform repairs, without rerouting traffic or exposing large
areas of open excavation.
“Our partnership with coring technology leader, Utilicor, gives our organisation a strong point of
entry into the coring market.” said Randy Rupp, Ditch Witch vice president of product strategy.
“The new MTC100 coring attachment will complement our portfolio of mini skid steers and vacuum
excavation equipment for work under paved surfaces, and it gives cities and utilities a quick, money
-saving advantage.”
“Utilicor is pleased to partner with the industry-leading Ditch Witch organisation, allowing us to
expand the reach of our coring and reinstatement technology through their highly-respected, global
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Ditch Witch dealer network.” said Marshall Pollock,
President and CEO, Utilicor Technologies, Inc. “Both
of our companies have spent years developing
customer confidence in our brands, and we are fully
committed to providing exceptional support and
service to our customers. This agreement reaffirms
that commitment.”
The MTC100 was developed in partnership with
Utilicor as the first product entry into the coring
market for the Ditch Witch organisation. Designed to
work exclusively with the SK-line of mini skid steer
units (the SK800, SK1050 and SK1550), the MTC100 The Ditch Witch Utilicor MTC100
can quickly and accurately cut up to an 18 in (450 coring machine.
mm) diameter hole and 22 in (560 mm) depth,
minimising surface disruption. Vacuum systems are then used to excavate down to the utility for
maintenance that can be performed from the road surface using special long-handled tools. Once the
underground work has been completed, the original core is bonded back into the pavement as a
permanent pavement repair for minimal surface disruption – no patching or repaving is required.
Coring techniques offer significant cost and time savings. Today, keyhole coring technologies are
approximately 50% less costly than traditional excavation repairs and disposal removal.
Furthermore, roads can be reopened to traffic within 30 minutes of repair completion.
“It comes down to using smaller, more precise tools and a more localised approach.” said Rupp.
“The result is less disruption and faster repair.”
In addition to the MTC100 coring attachment, Utilicor provides the market-leading reinstatement
material Utilibond™. Capable of supporting up to 50,000 lb (22.7 t) in just 30 minutes, this specially
engineered pavement-bonding compound, results in a permanent pavement repair that reduces
public inconvenience, requires no additional paving materials and is field-proven to be effective for
more than 10 years.
Contractors continually seek better solutions for their customers. To help combat customer
challenges, the Ditch Witch organisation is constantly adapting and looking to be at the forefront of
innovative equipment and jobsite solutions, such as keyhole coring technology. Website:
www.ditchwitch.com
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PIPE JACKING, MICROTUNNELLING,
TUNNELLING & AUGER BORING

For General Information on Pipe Jacking, Microtunnelling & Auger Boring click here

ROBBINS SLURRY TBM RAMPS UP FOR MUMBAI METRO LINE 3

T

he first of two Slurry TBMs, a rebuilt 6.65 m (21.8 ft)
diameter machine, passed its factory acceptance on 4
September, 2017 in Singapore. The machine, fitted with a
Robbins cutterhead and outer shields, is destined for the
Mumbai Metro Line 3 under contract UGC03 for the DogusSoma JV (DSJV), and will begin excavation in late 2017.
The factory acceptance for a second 6.65 m (21.8 ft)
diameter Slurry TBM will be conducted by the end of
2017. The on-time delivery of the first machine is just the
beginning of partnership that will span years. “There are few
companies in the international arena that are as professional Successful factory acceptance
as Robbins. Robbins has been very helpful to DSJV since the testing of a Slurry TBM bound
inception of the project and will be our partners until the end for the Mumbai Metro.
of the contract.” said DV Raju, Senior Vice President for
SOMA.
The two machines will excavate parallel 3.5 km (2.2 mile) long tunnels between Mumbai Central
and Worli station sites, passing through three intermediate cut and cover stations on the way.
Ground conditions consist of fresh to weathered basalt and breccia up to 100 MPa UCS with water
pressures up to 3 bar. The JV selected Slurry machines for the contract due to the challenging
ground conditions expected. The cutterheads of the machines are fitted with wear protection, wear
detection bits, and Robbins 17 in (432 mm) diameter disc cutters for the conditions. Grizzly bars
will limit the size of boulders entering the cutterhead to 250 mm (9.8 in). The slurry systems
includes rock crushers as well as abrasion-resistant plating in high-wear areas. The two TBMs are
the first of a total of four machines being provided by Robbins for the Mumbai Metro Line 3.
Another two 6.65 m (21.8 ft) diameter Crossover XRE machines will bore parallel 2.8 km (1.7 mile)
tunnels on a separate contract in 2018. The 33.5 km (20.8 mile) long Line 3 of Mumbai Metro being
constructed by the Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation (MMRC) will consist of 26 underground
stations and one at-grade station that will reduce heavy traffic and rail congestion between Bandra
and Churchgate areas of the city. A total of 17 TBMs are being procured to bore various sections of
the tunnels, which will be excavated at average depths of 15 to 25 m below the city. The entire line
is expected to be operational by 2021. Website: www.robbinstbm.com
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PIPE RAMMING PROVES GOLDEN FOR COLORADO HDD PROJECT

P

ipe ramming and horizontal
directional drilling may seem like
an odd combination, but on many
occasions the two trenchless methods
can be found on the same project, often
being used in a most complimentary
manner. Over the years, the two
methods have teamed up on countless
pipeline installation projects for many
different industries. Recently pipe
ramming played a key role in the HDD
installation of a gas transmission main
in in the US state of Colorado.
In the heart of what many would
consider beer country, Golden, a pipe
ramming HDD assist technique helped To install the two Conductor Barrel casings
facilitate the installation of a 500 mm BTrenchless crews used a 600 mm diameter
diameter gas main under a highly Grundoram pneumatic pipe ramming hammer.
travelled roadway and adjacent to
several important water sources. BTrenchless was contracted by Global Underground Corp. of
Colorado Springs, Colorado, USA, to install a Conductor Barrel™ casing using pneumatic pipe
ramming in an effort to manage drilling fluid. In order to install the 1,200 mm diameter conductor
barrel casing, a 600 mm diameter Grundoram Taurus ramming hammer from TT Technologies was
used.
According to BTrenchless Project Manager Chris Gray the installation was not without challenges.
He said: “We needed to take into consideration a variety of issues from the soil conditions to the
layout of the job site itself to make this project successful. But in the end, we were very pleased with
the results.”
PIPE RAMMING AND HDD
The saying goes ‘Necessity is the mother of invention’ and that saying holds true when it comes to
using pipe ramming to assist with difficult horizontal directional drilling projects. One such method
is the Conductor Barrel casing. During that process a casing is rammed into the ground, at a
predetermined angle, until desirable soil conditions are met. The spoil is removed from the casing
with an auger or core barrel. Drilling proceeds within the casing in the desirable soil conditions. In
addition to assisting drilling operations at the start, the conductor can also serve as a friction-free
section during pullback.
For the project in Golden, the conductor barrel was key in helping the drilling contractor prevent
fluids from forcing their way into the area waterways. In this sense, the conductor barrel acted like a
containment system.
HDD ASSIST TECHNIQUES
In addition to the Conductor Barrel technique,
several other pipe ramming HDD assist techniques
have been developed that today, in many cases,
become standard practice in the HDD industry.
TT Technologies pipe ramming specialist Rick
Melvin explained: “It is very common now for
HDD contractors to have pipe ramming equipment
on site, ready to go on their HDD jobs. Probably the
most common HDD Assist technique we see is
during pullback, Pullback Assist. We can often
overcome hydrolock during pullback by putting a
rammer on the back of the product pipe and add
some percussive action. This tends to loosen things
up and assist in completion of the bore.”
Pipe rammers can also be used to remove a stuck
product pipe (bore salvage) or remove stuck drill
stems (drill stem recovery). In these situations, the
pipe rammer is attached to the end of the partially
installed product pipe or the end of the stuck drill
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stem in a way that it can be used to assist in pulling the
pipe or drill stem out. In many cases, the percussive power
of the pipe rammer is enough to free the stuck pipe and
allow it to be removed from the ground.
RAM, REMOVE AND REPEAT
The bore path for the gas main installation in question was
designed to travel from a bore pit on the south end of the
project, under railroad spur for the local brewery, a creek
and Highway 58 to an exit area on the north end,
approximately 730 m away. Before the pilot bore could
begin, crews needed to install the 1,200 mm diameter
conductor barrel casing. Gray said: “The intention was to
install the casing and seal it into the bedrock approximately
15 m below grade. So we set up to ram the steel casing at a Schematic showing the
behind Conductor
12o angle, 23% slope, which was the predetermined bore principle
™
angle, and began ramming the casing. If it worked, we Barrel casing installation.
would essentially seal off the ground water in the area from
entering the casing.”
The ramming pit was excavated to meet the slope requirements of the drilling angle. Crews
utilised the tracks from an auger boring machine to create a ramming platform at the proper angle of
attack for the installation. This would also allow crews to use a 1,500 mm diameter boring machine
with 1,200 mm diameter augers to clean the spoil from the conductor barrel.
Once the platform was complete, the first section casing was moved into position and the 600 mm
diameter pipe rammer was connected to casing. For the pipe ramming operation, BT used three air
compressors of various sizes. Gray said: “The elevation of Golden Colorado is approximately 1,670
m above sea level. For every 300 m in elevation, you lose a percentage of your air compressor
capacity. In order to compensate, additional compressors are sometimes needed. We wanted to make
sure we had plenty of power for the rammer on this project.”
Ramming operations progressed to a point where crews thought they had reached bedrock. Crews
cleaned the spoil out with the auger system and encountered several large boulders, which required
individual retrieval from the casing. A soil analysis, however, determined that the casing had not yet
reached bedrock and additional ramming would be required. Crews continued ramming to a point of

SPONSORS LINKS
Click Logo for weblink

Trenchless Group offers expert,
cost-effective No-Dig solutions from
contracting services to hire and sales
on a wide variety of
trenchless equipment across
the UK and Ireland.

© 2017 NoDig Media Services

IMPACT HAMMER TECHNOLOGIES
For General Information on Impact Hammer Technologies click here

58 m until the desired bedrock formation was
reached. Little did Gray and his crew know the
whole process would need to be repeated again on
the same project.
ENCORE PERFORMANCE
Initially, the project only included one casing
installation, however BTrenchless was later called
back to the site to install another one at the exit pit.
Gray said: “Global Underground contacted us again
after the HDD process began. Once the pilot bore
cleared the bedrock on the north end of the project,
the bore pit was inundated with ground water that
had travelled back along the HDD route. The
objective here was to ram a casing down to bedrock
on the north and encapsulate the drill head. This
took some careful planning, calculations and
execution.”
Not everyone was convinced that this method
would solve the ground water issues or that
BTrenchless would be able to hit the location of
where the HDD drill head exited the bedrock. Using
the same type of set up used on the first Conductor
Barrel, crews rammed 56 m of 1.200 mm diameter
steel casing on the north end of the project for the The ramming pits were excavated to meet
the slope requirements of the drilling
exit pit.
Ultimately, it was determined that the casing on angle. The first Conductor Barrel casing
the north end of the project entered the bedrock totalled 58 m in length, the second, 56 m.
within a couple of tenths of where the centre of the HDD drill head exited the bedrock and sealed
off the ground water. Melvin said: “This was a very impressive project from a pipe ramming point
of view. Hitting the target on that second Conductor Barrel alone takes the right contractor and
obviously BTrenchless was more than up to the task.” Website: www.tracto-technik.com
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GAINING ADVANTAGES USING HDD TECHNOLOGY

SPONSORS LINKS
Click Logo for weblink

TRACTO-TECHNIK
INSPIRING
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES
for the underground installation and
trenchless renewal of pipelines
TORO and
American Augers Directional Drills
Auger Boring Equipment
Tooling & Drill Rods

The EasyDrill FD10-G I action on the Dyon Lane project.
t has long been the policy at the Trenchless Group, to provide not only the highest quality tooling
for the underground construction industry, but to provide also the training and backup that is
needed to make it work successfully. This philosophy was shown recently on an EasyDrill FD10-G
Mini HDD project.
The works on Dyon Lane were originally planned to replace a main that had several bursts within
the land of a local farmer. This main was to be replaced using open cut methods. It became apparent
from the site visit that the works would have to be extended under and beyond the beck that runs
through both fields. Morrison, the main contractor, having been tasked with increasing its
innovations, made a request to client Yorkshire Water to see if they could use an EasyDrill FD10-G
mini HDD system. This use would reduce the need to excavate across both fields. It also meant it
would be possible to drill under the beck. The Trenchless Group was approached. The company
owns and operates a varied selection of trenchless systems, so it was decided that the company’s
EasyDrill FD10-G system, with capabilities of installing 100+ metre distances and up to 180 mm
diameter pipe installations could achieve the installations together with offering a small site
footprint. Designed as an attachment using a quick hitch for mini excavators, the EasyDrill has
amazing and unrivalled thrust and pull back power for a drill of its size. With pit or surface launch
capabilities, the small and robust machine seemed ideal for the project.
When Morrison looked at the full works required, it became apparent that the works could extend
across both fields. This also reduced the amount of works that would have to be carried out on the
asbestos main. With a 240 metre drilling distance and installing 90 mm diameter SDR11 MDPE
pipe works commenced on 29 Tuesday with the first launch going under the beck over a length of
80 m. The second launch was a 70 m shot which included drilling under the existing main and away
from nearby overhead cables. The last section was a shot of 90 m located where that main
connection and new WO/SV was to be installed.
Stuart Naylor Project Manager for Morrison Utility Services said: “All the drilling works were
completed within a three day period with little disruption to anyone. The Trenchless Group drilling
team which carried out the works were very professional and gave us a full description of what was
required at each stage and also had an input on how we would need to get the best option for each
launch. All the works are now complete and the customers were not disrupted at all until we had to
carry out their connection transfers. There are four main advantages that I believe we achieved on
these works including: Reduced health and
safety risk by eliminating the need to work
on asbestos; Removal of the need to work
near
water;
Working
with
an
environmentally friendly option reducing
excavations and Removing the risk of future
mains bursts within both of the farmers’
fields.”
Website:
www.trenchlesssolutions.co.uk

I

A view along one of the Dyon lane
EasyDrill bore routes.
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For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here

SUCCESSFUL EGG-SHAPED REPAIR FOR
NEW PILLOW PACKER USER

A

n egg-shaped culvert with difficult access has been
successfully repaired by CPS Drainage Solutions (CPS) of
Southwell, Nottinghamshire, UK, during its first use of its new
Pillow Packer. “The culvert had partially collapsed causing a
sinkhole in a prominent location, so an urgent repair was
needed.” explained Neil Walton, Managing Director of CPS.
“Without the Pillow Packer, we would have had to wait for a
hard-ended egg-shaped packer to be made and then we would
still have had to excavate as the access was too restricted for
that type of packer. Using the Pillow Packer certainly saved us
both time and money and played a key part in getting the repair
completed quickly.” The company installed six (6) patches
within the culvert, over a 2 day operation, to completely restore
it. The Pillow Packer was purchased with this job in mind,
although Neil was initially considering it for another job. “We
discussed the product details with Source One Environmental
(S1E), the Pillow Packer supplier and realised how helpful it
could be for this repair. The conversation also helped in making The partially collapsed
sure we ordered the right specification.” Neil commented.
culvert before repair. Inset top
Training is offered from Source One Environmental (S1E) right: The culvert after repair.
with every Pillow Packer purchased, but this repair was so Lower right: The Pillow
urgent that CPS did not have time to undertake this prior to Packer.
starting the job. “S1E gave us lots of advice and also suggested
we contact PBF Drainage. PBF has the most experience in the UK with this type of packer and gave
us some very useful tips for working with it on site.” stated Neil. “The installation was a learning
experience but all the patches were installed successfully. Our customer, North Midlands
Construction, was delighted with the result.”
CPS has a list of similar jobs to complete in the near future. “We will certainly be using the Pillow
Packer for these as there is a similar problem with access to all of the culverts in question. In each
case, we can avoid excavation by using the Pillow Packer,” said Neil. Website: www.s1e.co.uk
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THE WINCAN SOFTWARE FAMILY - THE CONTRACTOR VIEWPOINT SPONSORS LINKS

W

inCan over the past few years has changed quite a
bit, the product offering has grown and is assisting
many levels of the market. WinCan will of course
publicise this but often the best voice from the other side
so to speak is that of the customer. So, let us see what
one of the franchise holders from one of the most wellknown names in the U.K. is saying about its CCTV
reporting software.
Tony Jeeves is Managing Director of the Metro Rod Metro Plumb Brighton and Gatwick franchise based in
Lowfield Heath, West Sussex, UK and his company
utilises a variety of WinCan pipeline inspection software
systems in support of its drainage works. Primarily the
company uses only WinCan VX for inspection reports. Using WinCan software in the field.
According to Tony this is because: “…we find this
system easy to use, it looks professional and allows us to use all WRc standards which gives clients
the peace of mind that they are using quality contractors with quality products.”
Along with WinCan VX, the company also utilises the recently released WinCan Web system.
Tony continued saying: “Since we have been using WinCan VX and WinCan Web we have found a
significant saving in cost of printing off reports and the burning of DVDs is a thing of the past. So
postage costs are down and office supply costs are down as we are using less paper and no DVD’s,
unless our clients specifically ask for them, when they would of course be provided. We have also
found a time saving as our engineers no longer need to bring in the USB sticks into the office for
download as this is sent via WinCan Web directly from site to our customers’ computers in their
offices within minutes of the survey being completed. This has helped us to be able to deliver
reports to clients the same day if requested without affecting any disruption to our business. So,
from our point of view we can carry on earning rather than losing time.”
In addition Tony’s crews also use WinCan Draw and they are looking towards using the WinCan
VX Manhole inspection module.
In terms of usage on site Tony commented: “Our office staff and our engineers out on the road
find this software easy to use, we would use no other. It is used daily for inspection work across our
area of operation.”
Metro Rod - Metro Plumb Brighton and Gatwick in the main utilises Scanprobe Maxprobe
inspection cameras. However, Tony is aware that WinCan VX and WinCan Web can be used on
most if not all other compatible systems.
Looking at how the WinCan software enhances the customer interface and client experience to the
contractor’s advantage Tony said: “This software enhances our customer experience by being able
to send the completed survey report to the customer live from site for clients to view the video and
read the report on any PC, laptop, Mac or indeed mobile phone which offers great cross platform
usability. We can then talk to customers over the phone as they review the report and discuss any
further work/repairs that maybe required. This presents the opportunity to resolve the issue in one
visit saving the customer both time and money and reduces any potential inconvenience the issue is
causing onsite. This is a huge advantage for both the customer and ourselves”.
Tony also commented that customer feedback is also very positive saying: “We have had many
comments from clients saying how great the system is as we can see the problem and discuss the
best way to resolve the issue with the surveyors live on site.”
In closing Tony also looked at how the systems have other advantages at the other end of the
market commenting: “We find the WinCan systems we use and the staff supporting it from Woking
and across our area are a fantastic fit within our business and we find their services very valuable to
our business and look forward to a healthy relationship that we cannot see changing in the future
except perhaps improving as we look at the other products that may be of use to us further down the
line.”
According to WinCan’s Paul Woodhouse: “It has
been a great experience working with the team at
Brighton and Gatwick Metro Rod – Metro Plumb.
To see that the industry-driven design features that
we have put into the latest software packages are
meeting the demands required by the modern CCTV
survey industry just drives us on to keep improving
what we feel is already a highly practical and userfriendly system for both contractor and client.”
Website: www.wincan.com
Using WinCan software in the office.
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ASSET MANAGEMENT, MAPPING & SURVEY
For General Information on Asset Management, Mapping & Survey click here

UXBRIDGE GETS A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING

B

eing properly equipped makes
sewer
inspection
more
effective.
Jim
Legg,
the
Wastewater Operations Supervisor
for the City of Uxbridge,
Massachusetts, USA Department
of Public Works, knows this better
than most. “When we got our
ROVVER X in 2011, it was our
first crawler system.” said Legg.
“Before that we were using an old
push camera that could only go 70
or 80 ft (20 to 25 m) down a
pipeline. There was a lot that we
just could not do.” When Uxbridge
decided to purchase its first
crawler, the team looked to its long
-time dealer Brian Kennedy of JF
McDermott. “We bought from him Working in remote locations or ...
before and trusted what he had to
say.” said Legg. The crew purchased a ROVVER X system installed into an Outpost transport
enclosure. This gave them the portability to use the crawler how and where they needed, whether
down narrow city streets or on easements. Since then, the crew has purchased a Jetscan video
nozzle, a Verisight push camera and a Quickview airHD zoom camera.
Versatile equipment proves its worth when a wastewater team has to do double duty. “With the
new equipment, we were the best tooled crew in the Public Works division, and in a small town
everything has to serve four or five purposes.” said Legg. The wastewater crew is often called in to
investigate stormwater and drainage lines. “Some lines are 100 to 200 years old, and you never
knew what to expect.” said Legg. “The pipe material could change eight times in a run, or you could
pop up in someone’s basement. Some were lines that just had dirt thrown over them and now run
under someone’s lawn.”
When sewer lines required jetting, the crew had previously been hesitant to run a nozzle blind, not
willing to risk catching it on an obstruction or damaging it. With the newly purchased Jetscan video
nozzle, the crew gets a better idea of what they are up against. “We run the Jetscan up the line and
when we feel it hit something we can bring it back and see what it is.” said Legg. “Then we pick the
best nozzle for the challenge.”
As with any wastewater division, Legg and his crew occasionally encountered frustrated
customers complaining of blockages. Using the Verisight with a locator wand, the crew can
troubleshoot quickly. “We can pinpoint the location of a blockage and even how deep it is.” Legg
said. “Then when it is the customer’s responsibility, they can give their contractor the exact
coordinates and avoid having their entire lawn dug up. It has put a dead stop to the arguing.”
Many sewer utilities struggle with EPA regulations
relating to the Clean Water Act. “We had a lot of
work we needed to do to meet EPA requirements and
now we are able to do it.” said Legg. “Our
wastewater treatment plant was always great. We
even won an award from the EPA. The collection
system is where we struggled.” With the ROVVER X
crawler and other Envirosight equipment, the crew is
able to inspect, clean and repair their collection and
stormwater systems effectively. They have moved
from being reactive to being proactive.
One of the biggest problems facing Uxbridge
before purchasing the new equipment was the
inability to effectively understand the sewer
infrastructure. This left the city unsure of the assets it
had and the condition of those assets, frustrating the
wastewater crew, contractors and customers. “We
never knew what we had underground.” said Legg.
“With the new equipment, what was inaccessible has
become accessible.” Website: envirosight.com
… in the urban environment, Envirosight survey
systems work well for the City of Uxbridge.
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McELROY PIT BULL® 14

T

he McElroy Pit Bull 14 is a rugged and reliable butt
fusion machine designed to fuse 1 in IPS to 4 in The McElroy Pit Bull 14.
DIPS (32 mm to 110 mm) diameter thermoplastic pipe.
It is an ideal tool to have on any jobsite with its compact design and light weight
which allows it to be physically carried from joint to joint as well as allowing work to
be completed more easily in tight work spaces. The machine also incorporates a
patented Centerline Guidance System for equal distribution of force around the
diameter of the pipe and fuses tees, ells and other fittings with consistent, high-quality
results. Website: www.mcelroy.com

NUMA ANNOUNCES MUDLOGIC AS NEW DISTRIBUTOR

N

uma, one of the world’s leading drilling technology provider,
recently announced the addition of Mudlogic as its new distributor
in Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, Philippines,
and Malaysia. Mudlogic supplies drilling fluids, muds, and specialty
products to the mining, water well, foundation, construction, tunnelling,
and HDD industries in Australia and SE Asia. Mudlogic offers a growing line of drilling products
combined with on-site technical support to help customers in the region reduce overall cost of
operation. Mudlogic is renowned for its expertise developed through years of experience working in
the field with customers to support their needs. Website: www.mudlogic.com.au
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UKSTT NEWS

THE UKSTT ANNUAL DINNER AND AWARDS CEREMONY 2017
This year, UKSTT is pleased to announce that the UKSTT Annual Dinner & Awards Ceremony will be held in
Leeds in association with a No-Dig Roadshow.

Venue: The Met Hotel, King Street, West YorkshireLS1 2HQ

Date 19 October 2017

Dress Code: Black Tie
The evening’s entertainment includes Peter Shilton and Mean Business (band of musicians playing songs from the
last half century mainly in the soul/rock/funk genre).
Tickets have now sold out. A reserves list is in place in the event tickets do become available. For further
information please contact Lynn Maclachlan on 01926 513773 or email: admin@ukstt.org.uk
Sponsorship Packages are available including:
Drinks Reception Sponsor - £1,500
Award Category Sponsor - £900
Please contact Paul Harwood pharwood@westrade.co.uk or Tel: 01923 723990 for any sponsorship enquiries.
The UKSTT Awards Dinner is sponsored by…

LEEDS ROADSHOW – in conjunction with UKSTT Annual Dinner and Awards Ceremony – 19 October 2017
Venue: The Met Hotel, Leeds, LS1 2HQ
On 19 October 2017 UKSTT are supporting Westrade Group Ltd with a No-Dig Roadshow that is being organised in
Leeds. The roadshows are a series of one day seminars and technology showcases that provide an insight into the very latest
innovations in trenchless technology.
Venue: The Met Hotel, Kings Street, Leeds, LS1 2HQ
Date: 19 October 2017
Exhibitors include.....
Ant Hire Solutions, C.Scope, C J Kelly Associates, Hermes Technologie, Hy-Ram Engineering, Jet Aire (DC), Mammoth –
MTS, MK Surveys, Picote UK, Pipehawk Plc, Prokasro, PSS Hire, Radiodetection, Relineeurope AG, RSM Lining Supplies
Global, Scanprobe Techniques, Steve Vick International, T.A. Drilling Ltd, Tracto-Technik UK, Trenchless Sales UK
To register your place on the conference programme please visit: www.westrade.co.uk/cgi-bin/htmlos.cgi/files/NDRS17/
initialise.html?pageref=index.html or for any further enquiries please contact Westrade Group on 01923 723987 or email
trenchless@westrade.co.uk
Event sponsors:

MEMBERS NEWS

Morrison Utility Services Extends Framework Agreement With Western Power Distribution

Existing framework extended for further two-year period (beginning November 2017)

Estimated contract value of £30m+ per annum

Scope of works to include excavation, cable laying and reinstatement works across East
Midlands region
Morrison Utility Services, which claims to be the UK’s largest, dedicated, independent utility service provider, has secured a
two-year extension to its existing framework agreement with Western Power Distribution.
Beginning in November 2017, the two-year contract extension has an estimated value of £30m+ per annum and extends the
existing contract relationship between Western Power Distribution and Morrison Utility Services to five years. Under the terms
of the agreement, Morrison Utility Services will continue to have responsibility for excavation, cable laying and reinstatement
works on behalf of Western Power Distribution across its East Midlands region.
Commenting on the framework extension, Mike Harrison, Executive Director of Morrison Utility Services said: “We are
delighted to extend our relationship with Western Power Distribution with the award of this contract extension. Our mission now
is to build on our strong working relationship with Western Power Distribution and to continue to deliver the highest safety and
service delivery standards, driving a positive customer experience across its East Midlands operational region.”
Simon Havill from Western Power Distribution commented: “Western Power Distribution has a longstanding relationship with
Morrison Utility Services. Maintaining this relationship will help both companies build on the high service standards that we
have set ourselves to meet our customers’ needs across the East Midlands.”
Furthermore, Morrison Utility Services recently announced it was pledging its support for a high-profile campaign to tackle
work-related cancers.
The ‘No Time to Lose’ campaign, run by the Institution of Occupational Safety and Health (IOSH), aims to raise understanding
of carcinogenic exposure issues and help businesses take action by working to:
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raise awareness of a significant health issue facing workers in the UK and
internationally

suggest some solutions on a UK scale to tackle the problem – a national
model that can be transposed internationally

offer free and practical materials to businesses to help them deliver
effective prevention programmes.
Morrison Utility Services Safety, Health, Environment and Quality Director Paul
Kerridge commented: “We are pleased to support IOSH in what is a very important
awareness campaign. The health and wellbeing of our people is a key priority for our
business and the No Time to Lose campaign offers guidance to organisations on how to
prevent employee exposure to cancer-causing agents in workplaces. The initiative
provides a strong platform for raising awareness of potential cancer-related risks and how to deliver effective prevention
programmes."
IOSH Executive Director of Policy Shelley Frost commented: “Through our campaign supporters, employees
the world over are being made aware of the risks posed by carcinogens in workplaces and controls are being put
in place to prevent such exposures. It is through such collaboration that we stand the best chance of preventing
people from becoming seriously ill as a result of the work they do.”
Finally, Morrison Utility Services has secured accreditation to deliver in-house training of the NEBOSH
National Certificate in Construction Health and Safety.
The accreditation now enables MUS to deliver in-house staff training for this highly recognised qualification,
widely regarded as the leading health and safety award for the construction and utility sectors.
The NEBOSH National Certificate in Construction Health and Safety is aimed at managers and others with a
key role under the Construction Design and Management regulations 2015, to ensure that activities under their
control are planned and delivered safely.


JOIN TODAY
Join the UKSTT and become part of the International Society for Trenchless Technology. Members are entitled to access the
services provided on the ISTT website to include free downloads of technical papers and reports from the Technical Resource
Centre TRC. Members also receive quarterly mailings of Trenchless International (TI) - ISTT’s official magazine. To find out all
of the benefits that your company could receive take a look at the website www.ukstt.org.uk/ or speak to Lynn on 01926 513773
or email admin@ukstt.org.uk
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EVENTS AND MEETINGS
REGISTRATION FOR NO-DIG ROAD SHOW LEEDS OPEN

F

ollowing the success of the company’s recent event in
Reading, Westrade is delighted to announce that registration
for its second No-Dig Road Show of the year at the Leeds Met
Hotel on the 19 October is now open.
In an exciting development the Leeds conference programme
will be running two separate conference tracks throughout the day.
This will enable delegates to hear from an even wider variety of
sector experts and thought leaders including Richard HynesCooper from Northern Gas Networks.
The Exhibition space at the Leeds No-Dig Road Show sold out
in a matter of days and during the breakout sessions delegates will be able to see first-hand some of
the latest and most innovative products on the market from our impressive list of Exhibitors.
Commenting on the event, Westrade’s Managing Director, Paul Harwood, said: “The No-Dig
Roadshow series takes the best of the trenchless technology market and makes it available to
stakeholders across the UK. This high growth sector continues to innovate and develop new and
efficient ways to minimise the environmental and social impact of major infrastructure projects.
Visitors to the Leeds event will hear of the latest developments from equipment and service
providers as well as case studies and examples of best practice from across the globe.”
Westrade is also delighted to announce Northern Gas Networks as its event supporter and C J
Kelly Associates and Picote UK as event partners.
In the evening, attention will turn to the UKSTT Annual Awards, which will bring together over
180 senior professionals from across the industry. The awards recognise the best in installation,
renovation and innovation as well as the best young talent and environmental performance.
Sponsors of the event include H5O, Lanes Group, Picote, PSS Hire and Relineeurope AG.
For more information visit and to register, please visit www.nodigroadshows.co.uk or contact
Leigh Abbott, labbott@westrade.co.uk. To register visit - No-Dig Leeds Registration
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EVENTS AND MEETINGS
2017

October 11-12
NSTT No-Dig Event – Nijkerk, The Netherlands
Details from: www.no-dig-event.nl
October 19
No-Dig Roadshow 2017 - Leeds, UK
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk
November 13-15
Sixth Annual Cutting Edge Conference - Seattle, USA
Details from: www.ucaofsmecuttingedge.com
December 6-7
STUVA Expo 2017 - Stuttgart, Germany.
Details from: www.stuva-expo.com
December 8-9
No-Dig India Show 2017 - Bengaluru, India
Details from: www.indstt.com

2018

January 31 - February 1
Global Composites - Las Vegas, USA.
Details from: www.globalcompositesconference.com
March 13-16
BAUMA CONEXPO AFRICA - Johannesburg, S. Africa
Details from: www.bcafrica.com
March 25-29
No-Dig Show (NASTT) - Palm Springs, USA
Details from: www.nodigshow.com
May 7-8
Trenchless Asia 2018 - Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Details from: www.trenchlessasia.com
September 18-20
No-Dig Live 2018 - Peterborough, UK.
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk
October 8-9
International No-Dig South Africa – Cape Town, South
Africa
Details from: www.nodigsouthafrica.com
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would
like to add it to this listing please forward details to:
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk
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