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BRINGING TRENCHLESS INDUSTRY ISSUES INTO SHARP FOCUS

T

renchless Works, will from next month (February 2018 - issue 138) be introducing a new
section into its editorial offering. The new section will be called ‘Turning the Spotlight On
Trenchless Technology’.
The ‘Spotlight’ section will offer industry experts space to air views and issues for discussion
from across the Trenchless sector. The first contributions will be written by Tom Sangster of
Downley Consultants. The introductory subject will be ‘Trenchless Technology - Specialist or
Mainstream’, discussing where in the underground construction sector Trenchless Technology
options are seen in respect of available options and why they may or may not be seen as a first
choice.
Over the coming months the section will offer an open invitation to any industry commentator or
participant wishing to offer contributions for this section. However, please note final editorial
control rests with the editor who reserves the right to reject commercial or inappropriate
submissions.
Submissions with a serious point of comment or for discussion may be edited for space and
content considerations given the limitations indicated previously. All submissions should be
accompanied with a ‘head shot’ picture of the author/authors and may also include a picture
illustrating the point of the submission. Whilst all submissions will be considered, not all will be
used and submission is not a guarantee of publication.
Submissions for consideration should be sent to Ian Clarke, Editor - Trenchless Works on
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk, with text preferably in Word format and pictures as hi-resolution jpg files.
Any responses to commentaries within this section should be made to this same email address on
the understanding that such responses may be published in subsequent issues with the purpose of
forwarding any discussion.
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NEW EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR JAKOB THALER

T

renchless Sales recently announced that it has been
appointed as the new exclusive dealer for the Jakob
Thaler product range in the UK and Ireland. The range
includes capstan winches, cable drum and pipe trailers,
cable blowing systems and all associated accessories
required including cable rollers, pipe coils, cable pulling
grips etc. In 1964 Jakob Thaler brought the idea of
automatic cable laying to the North of Germany. Out of
this many products for underground cables were
developed. Started with the ‘Cable Dog’ the product range
expanded by Cable Pulling Winches and Cable Drum
Trailers followed by other products such as Reeling
Machinery. Over the course of time special machines were
created for different applications. This is how the range of
Thaler winches for pipe renovation was developed.
The Thaler Cable Capstan Winch range offers compact
construction in combination with a high pulling force. Trenchless Sales now offers Jakob
With winches available between 1 to 20 ton of pulling Thaler equipment such as (top)
force with between 500 to 2,000 m of rope length Capstan Winches and (bottom)
depending on the model. The machines are representative Cable Drum Transport units.
of the latest modern technical standard in the field of
hydraulic cable pulling winches which are built in accordance with the regulations of the cable
industry. They are constructed under strict compliance with the EC machinery directive and are CE
marked.
With considerable experience in the industry, Jakob Thaler GmbH is always updating and
developing its product range as shown by the Cable Blowing System ‘Fiberjet’. This machine is
designed for blowing in cables with a length of 4,000 m and a speed of 100 m/min.
The Thaler-Fiber Control (TFC 1) is the latest product on the market for blowing-in systems. The
TFC 1 automatically controls the process while blowing-in. It can be used regardless of which brand
of system is being used. All main data is entered via smartphone/tablet, for example information
about the project, the compressor or gliding means used. The pipe and cable parameters can be
selected from a dropdown-menu. The data transfer from smartphone/tablet to TFC 1 is achieved
with a Wi-Fi connection. An internal memory saves all input data which can be used for the next
project, so the same information does not have to be entered again.
Trenchless Sales is also the exclusive dealer for the Essig Impact Mole Range, Tric Tools Cable
Pipe Bursting Machines, EasyDrill Mini HDD Equipment, as well as a wide variety of ancillary
equipment for both moling and horizontal directional drilling. Website: www.trenchlesssales.co.uk
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egeplast APPOINTS CHRISTIAN HAFERKAMP

A

s of 1 January 2018, egeplast, manufacturer of plastic pipes, will be
joined by 46 year old sales expert Christian Haferkamp as general
manager of sales. His responsibilities will also include product
management and marketing. Dr Ansgar Strumann, Managing Director of
egeplast, commenting on the appointment said: “With Christian
Haferkamp, we managed to recruit an experienced sales manager who is
a perfect match for our envisioned growth plans. He combines a high
degree of strategic expertise with extensive experience in the fields of
practical implementation and management in sales and knows the
challenges of our industry inside out.”
Christian Haferkamp’s most recent position involved establishing and
managing the nationwide marketing of Deutsche Lichtmiete, an
innovative and booming vendor of industrial lighting solutions. Prior to
that, he held various posts in the energy and telecommunication group Christian Haferkamp.
EWE AG for almost ten years. As the managing director of EWE
Vertrieb GmbH, he played a major role in the company’s transition from a utility provider to a
customer-oriented service provider. Christian Haferkamp, who holds a degree in industrial
engineering, gained extensive experience in strategy development and project management in his six
years with Roland Berger, where he was entrusted with a large range of mandates in sales and
marketing as a consultant and principal.
“I am very much looking forward to inspiring existing and new customers with enthusiasm for the
innovative and high-quality products and system solutions provided by egeplast together with the
entire team.” Christian Haferkamp stated. “Even today, egeplast holds an excellent position both in
the booming field of cable conduits for broadband access and related to pressure pipes for critical
infrastructures. Now the task will be to tap into the existing growth potential both nationally and
internationally.” Website: www.egeplast.de

MCLAUGHLIN WELCOMES NEW REGIONAL
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
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M

cLaughlin recently announced the addition of Tim Ross as
regional sales manager for its East Coast territory. In his new role,
Ross will provide sales support and expert advice for McLaughlin
equipment dealers and contractors throughout the region.
For the past 17 years, Ross has served the construction and utilities
industries, working in various positions including sales support for
contractors running vacuum excavation equipment in the Central and
Southeastern regions of the United States. He has also served as the
production manager for a vacuum excavation manufacturer, office
manager and information technology manager.
“Tim’s entire career has been focused on helping with the needs of
contractors serving the utility industry.” said Jake Jeffords, McLaughlin
director of sales and marketing. “He has a passion for the industry, is
knowledgeable about machinery and focused on giving customers the
support they need to be successful. We are thrilled to have him on our Tim Ross.
team.”
McLaughlin, a Vermeer Company, is a leading manufacturer of trenchless construction equipment
including Vermeer vacuum excavators, auger boring machines, pneumatic piercing tools, locators,
directional drills and attachments. Ross will support the full line of McLaughlin products for dealers
and contractor. Website: www.mclaughlinunderground.com
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CIPP lining systems, materials and
ancillary equipment as well as
expert lining consultancy services
worldwide.

NEW YEAR, NEW METRO ROD!

2

018 is definitely set to be the most exciting year yet for leading UK drainage repair and
maintenance company Metro Rod. Since being purchased by Franchise Brands plc back in April
2017, it has been non-stop. Franchisee visits with each member of the Metro Rod network have been
conducted, seeking their feedback and input into the development of Metro Rod going forward, and
this has been fed into a significant growth strategy, now being implemented with immediate effect.
One particular focus for the brand is Marketing, whereby a total overhaul of all marketing
collateral is being undertaken. Not only does this include promotional materials such as leaflets and
brochures, but also the website, which has basically been built again from scratch. This now means
it is not only mobile-friendly, but also ensures it is ahead of the game in terms of SEO - making sure
it is easily navigable, and as simple as possible for customers to do business with Metro Rod.
© 2018 NoDig Media Services
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As well as this, new van and tanker designs were
unveiled at the recent annual conference, held at
The Celtic Manor in November, which the network
members were all hugely positive about. Many are
also now investing heavily in updating their van
livery with the eye-catching branding, which is
certainly set to stand out on the nation’s roads.
Further large-scale investment is being made into
the IT infrastructure, with the initial focus being on
automating the process of handling customer work
requests, which will benefit customers by enabling
Metro Rod’s engineers to get to the problems even
faster.
Metro Rod’s new van livery.
The franchisees are also set to benefit from the
creation of a new management information system, which will provide them with fast access to
accurate information, enabling them to make decisions which improve their business and provide
better services to their customers, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Commenting on the developments, Managing Director Peter Molloy, concluded: “We want to put
our customers at the centre of everything we do here at Metro Rod, so it is vital that we devote our
attention to what matters to them, and in essence, ensure they have the best experience possible. The
progress we have been making in Marketing and IT will really enable us to grow the brand and
deliver exception customer service, which is extremely important to us. 2018 is certainly set to be a
truly very exciting year indeed.” Website: www.metrorod.co.uk

RESTAURANT CONVICTED
FOR FOG
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S

evern Trent Water recently successfully
prosecuted a second restaurant for blocking the
sewers with fat, oil and grease, which led to a nearby
watercourse being polluted. This is only the third
time such a case has been brought in the UK.
SCE Catering Limited, trading as Saffron Cottage
in Ford, Shrewsbury, UK was ordered to pay the
maximum fine. This was reduced due to the
company’s guilty plea, resulting in a total fine of
£9,266, including costs, at Telford Magistrates’
Court.
Under section 111 of the Water Industry Act in the
UK it is an offence to discharge anything into the
sewer that may interfere with the free flow. In this
case, a huge blockage, made up of fat, resulted in the
sewer overflowing into a local watercourse and
causing a pollution. The subsequent investigation
found that Saffron Cottage restaurant was the cause
of the blockage with fat used in cooking being put
down the drain and into the sewer where it
FOG deposits found by Severn Trent Water at the
Saffron Cottage site.
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coagulated and caused the blockage. Severn Trent visited the premises on several occasions, and
sent various letters, asking for grease traps to be installed and warning of the consequences, but the
owners did not comply.
Chris Giles, Head of Network Operations, commented: “The verdict in this case is an important
milestone for us, and we really want this to make other companies think about what they are doing
with regards to disposing of fats, oils and grease and how it impacts our customers. We clear around
50,000 blockages a year and fat contributes to the majority of those, as it binds together all the other
things that end up in the sewer rather than the bin and creates huge lumps which block the sewers.
This is totally avoidable and in this case, simply installing a small grease trap could have prevented
the situation. Legal action is a last resort for us, but our customers and the environment should not
have to suffer because of the actions of one business not following the rules, and ignoring our
advice.” Website: www.stwater.co.uk
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PICOTE TOOLS AVAILABLE TO BUY ONLINE

P

icote tools for drain cleaning, blockage removal and
lateral reinstatement can now be ordered online for UK
mainland and Northern Ireland delivery, for the first time.
The tools are available from reseller Source One
Environmental’s (S1E) website via its online shop.
“Offering tools for sale from the web gives our customer’s
even more choice in how and when they purchase what they
need.” stated S1E MD Glenn Cartledge. “Our new
partnership with Picote opens up this service to UK
customers who need their products quickly.”
Products purchased online are despatched the same day, if
the order is placed before 10 am, or the next working day if
later than that. All goods are sent out for next day delivery as Picote tools are now available
online via the S1E website.
standard.
The products available include original, premier and
cyclone chains, grinding panels, Twisters, Smart Cutter ™ drill heads and hubs, the unique Picote
grabber, shafts, sockets and adaptors and many other spare parts. All products are stocked at S1E’s
headquarters in Yorkshire, close to the motorway network.
“The only Picote products that we stock that are not available online are the range of Milling
Machines. This is a very deliberate strategy as we prefer to discuss customers’ requirements with
them before they make such a large investment to ensure that they purchase the Miller that is right
for them.” explained Glenn. Website: www.s1e.co.uk
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SIPPTECH CONTRACT FOR LOUISIANA TECH’S
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGY CENTER

S

ippTech LLC CEO/CTO Kent Weisenberg recently announced that the company has finalised a
US$500,000 contract with Louisiana Tech’s Trenchless Technology Center (TTC) for its
continued partnership and product analysis of the advancement of Spray in Place Pipe Technology,
(SIPP). The awarded contract specifically involves testing of SippTech’s robotic systems and
installation of its cutting-edge, filament reinforced composite lining, SippSteel™.
“The TTC is excited to support SippTech through testing, research and developmental support of
their innovative Spray-in-Place Pipe (SIPP) technology. This new SIPP technology has high
potential to drive the pressure pipe rehabilitation industry forward in the very near future.” stated Dr
John Matthews, Director of the TTC and Principal Investigator on the SippSteel™ project. Matthews
further stated: “It is also a monumental moment for the TTC as this is the largest contract awarded
to us from a private company since our conception.” Matthews will be assisted on this four-phased
project by co-Principal Investigator’s Dr Shaurav Alam and Dr Amin Azimi. Industry professionals,
undergraduate and graduate students will also be collaborating during each phase of testing.
SippSteel™ is comprised of a composite lining of two dissimilar lining material layers and a
carbon fibre filament reinforcement, which are applied robotically in a single pass through the pipe
system. The robotic apparatus is self-propelled, and all its mechanical functionalities are controlled
autonomously by internal sensors and computer vision. Employing both individually specific and a
synergetic combination of computer vision, LIDAR, ultrasound, RF, Wi-Fi, gyroscope,
accelerometer and machine learning technologies, the robot can precisely navigate and apply the
SippSteel™ composite inside of the pipe. The device can be operated via umbilical or autonomously
providing lining lengths of more than a mile from one access point in the pipe.
“The SippSteel™ technology addresses a multitude of customer needs as well as resolving
systemic problems in the trenchless technology sector. Today’s pipeline rehabilitation industry has
© 2018 NoDig Media Services
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long been searching for an innovative, and more importantly, versatile technology to fulfil all the
structurally independent liner requirements.” Weisenberg stated.
Innovative components that ensure that the SIPP system can deliver include:

The ability to provide structurally independent rehabilitation, therefore significantly
optimising the cost-effectiveness and efficacy of the rehabilitation method as well as
increasing the design life of the pipeline.

The ability to rehabilitate long lengths of pipe, therefore substantially reducing
installation time as well as costly and environmentally invasive excavations.

The ability to negotiate through pipe bends and valves, therefore substantially
reducing excavations that increase costs and disrupt the public.

The ability to provide a thinner liner system without a resulting annulus between the
liner and the host pipe, thereby increasing the comparative cross-sectional diameter
and subsequent flow capacity while impeding all potential for infiltration behind the
liner which can result in hydraulic failure.
TTC was initiated as the Trenchless Excavation Center in 1989 and formally established as the
Trenchless Technology Center in November 1991. It was created to promote research, development
and technology transfer in the trenchless technology industry.
“After several years of painstaking R&D we are tremendously enthusiastic to have entered the
final analysis phase with such a highly credible institution as the TTC for the final verification of
our compiled scientific testing and empirical data.” stated, Weisenberg. “We are proud to be
revealing SippSteel™ and its capabilities which will revolutionise the industry for the rehabilitation
of pressure pipelines in an extensive range of diameters.” Website: www.sipptech.com

IATT PROGRESSING TRENCHLESS IN ITALY

F

rom 9 January, 2018, the new Regional Price
booklist for public works in Sicily come into
force, allowing works in the territory to be
completed directly with trenchless technologies,
reducing the social inconvenience, the deterioration
of road surfaces and respecting the environment.
Assessor Marco Falcone has issued a decree that,
without waiting for publication times in the Official
Journal, the Price booklist has been made
immediately accessible and downloadable from the
website of the Regional Department of
Infrastructure of Sicily Region.
The inclusion of trenchless technologies in the
price booklist (for now comprising only HDD and
Proceedings at the Palermo workshop in
Microtunnelling) is the result of a fruitful
October 2017.
cooperation between ANCE Sicilia and IATT,
which has led also to the organization of a workshop, held last October in Palermo (see below),
which saw a large presence of technicians, designers, and professionals of Municipalities, private
companies and general contractors highly interested in the No Dig technologies
The next step will be the inclusion of trenchless technologies for the rehabilitation and renovation
of underground infrastructures in the Price booklist, reflecting the willingness and the innovative
spirit of a region wishing to invest in the growth of its territory, encouraging the development of the
public works sector.
PALERMO WORKSHOP
The imminent emergence in Italy of the avant-garde 5G technology, sees Sicily already prepared to
realise the modern TLC infrastructure using trenchless technologies, these being alternatives to open
trench excavation. These innovative techniques can be adopted to reduce working time, cost and risk
of injuries.
This was confirmed by Fulvio Bellomo, General Manager of the Regional Department of
Infrastructures, speaking at the Workshop organised by Ance Sicilia and IATT, for the promotion of
trenchless technologies in Sicily. The event saw a large attendance of specialists in the sector,
designers, representatives of the Municipalities and many companies and contractors interested in
technology. Bellomo underlined the importance of introducing into Sicily this innovation that
favours a more rapid, economic and low environmental impact execution, immediately given the
fact that the Region has defined the acts to put into competition a large number of new infrastructure
projectss financed with funds EU and FSC.
Paola Finocchi, IATT General Secretary, echoed Bellomo and, showing the results of the
investigations carried out on the effects of trenchless technologies compared to the traditional
opencut ones, highlighted a 30% reduction in construction time, a saving of 73% on live costs and
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56% on energy and fuel consumption, a 73%
reduction in the impact of works on road
traffic and environmental pollution and 70%
of accidents at work.
Massimiliano Miconi, Vice-President of
Ance Sicilia, highlighted how trenchless
technologies contribute to the revitalisation
of the market sector with a view to
improving management and operational
quality.
No wind is favourable for the sailor who
does not know which in port he wants to
land - said Paolo Trombetti, President IATT.
Recalling Seneca, the necessary condition
for the diffusion of an innovation is in fact,
that it is perceived as beneficial; hence the
Association’s commitment to cultural growth The Palermo workshop was well attended by a
variety of interested parties.
and constant information distribution.
The event ended with a guided tour of the exhibition area, where visitors was able to see the
trenchless systems currently available on the market.
The workshop participants showed a keen interest in the use of trenchless technologies and the
desire to create a cooperation network between all the parties involved including: Regions,
Municipalities, companies, contractors, designers and public bodies.
Furthermore, on 15 December, 2017, the VIII National Congress of UNITEL took place in Naples,
Italy.
The Italian National Union of Technicians of Local Authorities gathers municipal technicians with
the aim of enhancing their professional role, responsibilities, thus improving services provided to
the community.
IATT supported the congress, as a sponsor, and presented the advantages of trenchless
technologies such as facilitation for the release of administrative authorisation and supervision of
the realisation phase of works.
Council member Mr Feliciano Esposto, who presented IATT and the activities carried out for the
diffusion of the culture of No Dig, said: “I had the opportunity to speak with many technicians who
showed a deep interest in trenchless technologies and a great desire to keep constantly updated on
innovations.”
IATT and UNITEL will start a cooperation, signing a Memorandum of understanding, for the
organisation of training courses aimed at widening the spread of trenchless technology culture, their
areas of application and the relevant current regulation. Website: www.iatt.it/en/index/
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STREICHER AND HERMES TECHNOLOGIE JOIN FORCES IN THE UK

F

or nearly 30 years Streicher has been marketing robotic
systems that have proven themselves to be robust, reliable
and particularly high-performance machines that are powerful,
tough and low maintenance. From 1 January 2018 Hermes
Technologie, is Streicher’s new sales partner for the UK, and
will be providing technical advice and distribution of Streicher
robotic systems. Hermes will continue to offer expert advice
and reliable service, whether clients are already a Hermes
Technologie customer or not. Hermes staff will naturally work
hard to make utilities operators and planners aware of the One of the Streicher robot range
exciting features and advantages that robotic systems offer now available from Hermes
drain and sewer rehabilitation.
Technologie in the UK.
Further to this, regardless of whether it is a milling robot for
a main sewer or a service pipe, whether customers are looking for a hydraulic, pneumatic or the
latest electrically powered robot or even a lateral connection robot, Hermes offers just the
equipment. On request, the company can design any set-up. Whether it is a stand-alone unit, a 3.5
ton van, a 7.5 ton truck or a fully fitted-out HGV, a made-to-measure solution is available to
customer requirements.
The new EF200 electric milling robot has a diameter of 170 mm for operations in DN200 to
DN800 pipes. Like and like all robots designed by Streicher it is constantly pressurised using dry,
oil-free air and is powered by a tough 4 kW electric motor.
Also now available is a wagon for the CL80 domestic connection robot. The operating range of
the CL80 domestic connection milling tool, normally DN85 to DN225, can now be extended up to
DN300 with the specially designed wagon.
Hermes Technologie has also announced that Kanaltec CF, the well-known mortar developed by
ERGELIT specifically for repairing damaged lateral connections, is now available from the
company. This fibre-reinforced material with proven chemical resistance has had DIBT certification
for many years and meets the requirements of DIN 19573.
Edvin Durgutovic of Hermes Technologie said of the new arrangement with Streicher: “We are
delighted with our new role and are convinced that this close partnership with Streicher will be
helpful to customers.” Website: www.hermes-technologie.de
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BREAKTHROUGHS IN WEST AFRICA AND SINAI

The 2,700 GWh per year capacity of the new ‘Kpone
Independent Power Plant’ (KIPP) is enough to reliably
supply approximately 1 million households with
electricity. In the operation of the oil-gas power plant
located about 25 km east of the Ghanaian capital Accra
directly on the coast, it will be cooled with sea water from
the Atlantic Ocean via two cooling water lines.
For the construction of these underground sea water
intake and outfall tunnels (2 m i.d.) Coleman
Microtunnelling, a subsidiary of Bothar Group Australia,
ordered a Herrenknecht AVND2000AB utility tunnelling
machine. Herrenknecht specially designed the tunnel
boring machine with a salvage module for this special The Herrenknecht AVND2000AB
application. In the sea-outfall method pipelines are utility tunnelling machine in Ghana.
constructed from the coastline into the open sea. There,
the machine has to be recovered under water. The salvage module prevents the machine and the
tunnel from flooding. In addition, for cutter tool changes under high groundwater pressure,
Herrenknecht equipped the machine (2.5 m o.d.) with a hyperbaric chamber.
Two shafts on the coast served as starting point for the project and the Herrenknecht AVND for a
total of four pipe jacking drives between May and July 2017. In total, they covered a distance of
2,530 m. First, the tunnelling specialists of Bothar Group Australia’s subsidiary Coleman
Microtunnelling produced two tunnels from the two shafts toward the power plant. These 545 and
520 m long tunnels run under the mainland and connect the sea-outfalls and the power plant.
Afterwards, construction of the challenging tunnelling sections under the sea floor started. Initially,
the machine excavated a 1,085 m long tunnel from the coast to the target spot on the seabed for the
extraction of the cooling water (‘sea-intake’). There, the TBM was recovered by the crew at a depth
of 17 m. Finally, the machine created a parallel 380 m long tunnel toward the sea which will later
take the cooling water back into the Atlantic (‘sea-outfall’).
Brent Jones, Project Manager for Coleman Microtunnelling, was impressed with the Herrenknecht
support in Schwanau and the Herrenknecht service team responsible for the region saying: “We
could not have done it without this extraordinary support. All through Christmas the supply of spare
and wear parts went smoothly.” Swen Weiner, Area Sales Executive Middle East for the
Herrenknecht Business Unit Utility Tunnelling, is certain: “The good project performance for the
long sea-outfall drive in Kpone will be a benchmark for the future in the region.” The supply of
another Herrenknecht machine to the Bothar Group for a next sea-outfall drive in Ghana followed
almost seamlessly.
Meanwhile, over the 2017 Christmas weekend, Egyptian President H.E. Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
inaugurated very significant development projects at the Suez Canal. These included two gigantic
twin-tube road tunnels under the international trading artery. A total of four tunnel tubes were driven
in about 1½ years for the new, efficient transport links under the artificial waterway. The shells are
now almost completed with two road tunnels built north of Ismailia and running under the old and
new Suez Canal. Two more cross beneath the canal south of Port Said. With this key largescale
project, Egypt is expanding infrastructure immensely important for world trade. The efficient
connection of the canal cities to the waterway’s eastern shore will simplify trade activities, facilitate
traffic and support economic development of the region.
On December 23, 2017, the third Herrenknecht Mixshield S-960, with a diameter of 13.02 m,
completed the final drive for the road tunnel project at Ismailia on the Suez Canal under the
direction of the construction companies Joint Venture Arab Contractors/Orascom and Joint Venture
Petrojet/Concord/CMC. Over the past 19 months these giant tunnelling machines safely produced
the tunnels near the Egyptian cities of Ismailia and Port Said at depths of up to 60 m and at a water
pressure of up to 6 bar. All in all, the high-tech machines from Schwanau bored and built 15.3 km of
new tunnel during this time. To allow for a smooth
project progress during the very complex tunnel
operations, Herrenknecht AG trained 40 Egyptian
engineers in Schwanau and on the jobsites. For
optimal support of the tunnelling processes,
Herrenknecht also provided the tunnelling teams with
comprehensive services and supplied key peripheral
equipment through the Herrenknecht subsidiaries
VMT, MSD, Formwork, H+E and TMS. Website:
www.herrenknecht.com
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The Herrenknecht Mixshield S-959 breakthrough
in Sinai.
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FAST GAS SERVICE REPLACEMENT

C

ontractor AGI Construction, of Smithfield in
Rhode Island, USA is one of the premier
underground utility contractors in the north eastern
United States. For over 25 years the construction
company has provided a comprehensive range of
contracting
services
for
natural
gas,
telecommunications and electric underground utility
installations. With almost 200 skilled employees, the
Rhode Island-based company’s service area includes
all of New England.
AGI Vice President of Operations, Brian Minnis has
over 35 years of natural gas pipeline experience and
oversees all field operations for the company. Minnis
began his career in the industry as a second-generation
pipeline welder and originally started as a welder for
AGI. That was almost 20 years ago. Today, Minnis
manages a work force of 25 crews and 195 employees.
As part of AGI’s leadership group, he has been a major
contributor to the significant innovations that the
company has developed, including the proprietary
approach the company takes toward pipeline
installation.
Minnis said: “The approach to project work in AGI Construction crews use
pipeline installation operations has improved GRUNDOMAT moles for a significant
efficiency and productivity in the field. We have gas service line replacement
moved to a very specialised approach. For example, programme in Rhode Island, USA.
we have crews that specialise in main installation.
Then we have crews that focus solely on services and crews that just do tie-ins. Basically it’s a
moving assembly line. We see major efficiencies with that approach.”
With a wide range of challenging soil conditions to contend with, along with established, older
neighbourhoods, Minnis said his crews are utilising soil displacement hammers to facilitate a
significant service line replacement programme for a local gas utility provider.

SPONSORS LINKS
Click Logo for weblink

TRACTO-TECHNIK
INSPIRING
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES
for the underground installation and
trenchless renewal of pipelines
TORO and
American Augers Directional Drills
Auger Boring Equipment
Tooling & Drill Rods

Drilling Fluids
Recycling & Mixing Systems
Digital Location Equipment

Hammerhead piercing, bursting
& ramming products are used
by contractors worldwide to
install or replace fibre,
communication, water, sewer
and gas lines with minimal
disruption to landscapes,
structures and traffic flow.

Suppliers of Directional Drills,
AXIS® Guided Boring
System, Mixing Systems,
Digital Location Systems, Rock
Drilling, Tooling and
Accessories, Impact Moles and
Vacuum Excavation systems
across the UK and Ireland.

Mammoth Equipment Ltd
provides full sales, service, spares
and support back up for the full range
of Hammerhead Trenchless
Equipment, including Moles,
Bursters, Rammers and winches in
the UK and Ireland and ancillary
equipment including portable Rotair
compressors, pipe towing heads etc.

© 2018 NoDig Media Services

IMPACT HAMMER TECHNOLOGIES
For General Information on Impact Hammer Technologies click here

Minnis explained: “We are currently replacing a
large number of old cast iron mains and bare steel gas
service pipelines. Residents are very particular on how
you take care of their property. The soil displacement
hammers allow us to limit the amount of disruption
for the homeowner. We use them as much as possible.
I would say 90% of our service line work is done with
‘moles’.”
While soil displacement hammers range in size from
1¾ in (44.5 mm) up to 7 in (178 mm) diameter, AGI
uses primarily 3 in (76 mm) and 4 in (100 mm)
diameter tools. Throughout Rhode Island, crews are
using GRUNDOMATs from TT Technologies,
Aurora, Illinois, USA for service line installations.
TT Technologies Soil displacement hammer
Specialist Ric Micelotta said: “Brian has developed an
impressive service line replacement programme at
AGI. It is really a model of efficiency. They get a lot
of productivity from their crews as well as the soil
displacement hammers.”
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COMMITTED TO BEING THE BEST
According to Minnis, AGI’s commitment to be the After completing the bore, crews install
best includes emphasis in three main areas including the new HDPE by attaching it to the
safety, technology and production. He said: “Safety in front of the soil displacement hammer
all operations is not just a corporate goal it is a and reversing the tool through the
requirement. We employ a full time safety director to borehole, pulling in the new service
oversee our industry leading safety programme. We simultaneously.
are committed to providing all employees with a safe
working environment and protecting life, health, the environment and property. Our motto is ‘Plan
your work, work your plan, everybody goes home’.”
Over the years, AGI has invested heavily in technology. As part of AGI’s ‘Field Technology
programme’ every AGI crew is equipped with a smart phone and a tablet. The company uses a
variety of specialised software applications along with these smart devices to transfer information to
and from the field. This has led to administrative efficiencies and has allowed AGI to become
almost entirely paperless in the office.
Minnis said: “We will never stop looking to improve our use of technology. We will always be
open to new ideas and new approaches. Our goal is to be an industry leader. It does not matter
whether that is in the field or in the office.”
Using a staple of trenchless technology combined with the company’s production-based project
approach has helped in the establishment of a successful gas service line replacement programme.
VERSATILE SOIL DISPLACEMENT HAMMERS
Soil displacement hammers are known for versatility. According to Micelotta, several techniques
can be used with soil displacement hammers to install services. He said: “Soil displacement
hammers offer many options for installing the actual product pipe. That is one of the reasons they
are so effective in service line installation situations. For pulling PVC or ridged plastic pipe directly
behind the hammer, a specially designed pipe-pulling tailpiece is available. Several other tailpieces
are also available for pulling PE and steel pipe.
“In certain situations, after the bore is complete, the tool is removed from the pit. Then the pipe is
attached to the air hose and pulled into place when the hose is pulled out. Because of the poor, dry
soil conditions in the area they are working in now, AGI crews are attaching the new service line
and a tracer wire to the front of the tool, and backing the tool out through the bore hole, pulling in
the new service simultaneously. That method can be accomplished in several ways including a
pulling eye adapter that slips over the tip of the tool head and is secured by roll pins.”
ON THE JOB
In Rhode Island, AGI is getting significant productivity from its GRUNDOMAT crews, replacing
approximately 3,000 gas service lines annually. Soil conditions vary from sandy in one part of the
state to rocky gravel soils in the other.
The design of the GRUNDOMAT has a lot to do with its accuracy and overcoming difficult soil
conditions. Micelotta said: “The chisel-head assembly is the key to accuracy. The assembly is spring
-loaded and pushes forward from the main casing creating a pilot bore for the tool to follow. The
reciprocating action and stepped-cone design of the tool head allows it to overcome difficult soils
and obstructions without being pushed off course.”
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Minnis has 12 four-person crews working on service line
replacement throughout the state, dividing tasks between pit
preparations, installing the service and tie in. He said: “Most
of the installations we are doing are for replacement as
opposed to new service. We’re installing ½ in (13 mm), 1 in
(25 mm) and 2 in (50 mm) High Density Polyethylene
(HDPE) gas service lines, depending on service
requirements. Our crews are typically able to replace three
services per day. Furthermore, homeowners are only taken
off service for a short time, usually put back in service
within 2 or 3 hours.”
Often, the service line replacements are taking place in
well-established neighbourhoods, in tight working
conditions, with landscaping, driveways and sidewalks to
avoid. The setting is well suited for trenchless horizontal
boring with soil displacement hammers. Launch and exit
pits average in size 5 ft (1.5 m) long by 4 ft (1.2 m) wide
and 4 ft (1.2 m) deep. Crews launch the soil displacement
hammers by hand with a smart level.
Near side service installations range between 30 and 45 ft AGI Construction is replacing
(9 to 14 m) in length while long side installations are approximately 3,000 gas service
typically around 70 ft (21 m). Minnis estimates that boring lines annually, with 90 percent of
rates average approximately 1 ft/min (0.3 m/min) depending the service line installation work
on soil conditions. Once crews have completed the being completed with soil
installation, the new service is tied into the main using displacement hammers.
mechanical or electro-fusion fittings.
Micelotta said: “With all the people they have performing service line installations, they are
running Grundomats all day long. Basic tool up-keep and maintenance is performed at their shop,
but crews also service them when needed in the field. The tools are very easy to maintain. The
programme that Brian has established at AGI for gas service installations is really something. Their
crews are well trained and extremely efficient. They really know what they are doing. Definitely top
quality.” Website: www.tracto-technik.com

SPONSORS LINKS
Click Logo for weblink

TRACTO-TECHNIK
INSPIRING
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES
for the underground installation and
trenchless renewal of pipelines
TORO and
American Augers Directional Drills
Auger Boring Equipment
Tooling & Drill Rods

Drilling Fluids
Recycling & Mixing Systems
Digital Location Equipment

Hammerhead piercing, bursting
& ramming products are used
by contractors worldwide to
install or replace fibre,
communication, water, sewer
and gas lines with minimal
disruption to landscapes,
structures and traffic flow.

Suppliers of Directional Drills,
AXIS® Guided Boring
System, Mixing Systems,
Digital Location Systems, Rock
Drilling, Tooling and
Accessories, Impact Moles and
Vacuum Excavation systems
across the UK and Ireland.

Mammoth Equipment Ltd
provides full sales, service, spares
and support back up for the full range
of Hammerhead Trenchless
Equipment, including Moles,
Bursters, Rammers and winches in
the UK and Ireland and ancillary
equipment including portable Rotair
compressors, pipe towing heads etc.

© 2018 NoDig Media Services

IMPACT HAMMER TECHNOLOGIES
For General Information on Impact Hammer Technologies click here

NEW HIGH PERFORMANCE PNEUMATIC HAMMERS
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The new 26XPR hammer features high flow technology increasing both power and productivity.

H

ammerHead Trenchless, a Charles Machine Works Company, has released the first model of its
new XPR series of high-performance pneumatic hammers for pipe ramming and pipe bursting
applications.
The XPR series features a newly designed high-flow valve system that produces a more powerful
impact. The first model to utilise this new technology, the 26XPR, which is claimed to be the most
powerful pneumatic hammer in its class.
The XPR technology is a modification of the patented Air Reverse (AR) valve system standard on
all HammerHead pneumatic hammers larger than 7 in (180 mm) diameter. Both systems allow for
the reverse function to be controlled above ground, greatly simplifying tool removal from pushing
collets and burst heads, saving valuable time on the job.
The 26XPR, a 26 in (660 mm) diameter hammer, is the first model to be equipped with the
performance-enhancing XPR technology. It has replaced the 24 in (610 mm) diameter AR model in
the HammerHead line of pneumatic hammers.
“While our 24 in (610 mm) diameter hammer has proven to be durable and effective, we identified
a need for a more versatile and higher performing tool.” said product manager, Josh Hood. “By
designing a system that maximises the air flow, we were able to increase forward horsepower while
maintaining the highly desired functionality of the Air Reverse feature. We chose the 26XPR to be
the first model to utilise the new technology to better bridge the gap between our 20 and 34 in (500
mm and 860 mm) diameter AR models.”
The 26XPR is capable of installing casing from 24 in (610 mm) to 84 in (2,130 mm) diameter and
is suitable for use in drainage culverts, pipeline work, and HDD assist methods such as wash over
casing installations, pipe assist or pipe extraction, and guided pilot bore ramming.
It is also effective in pneumatic pipe bursting applications of pipes ranging from 15 in to 36 in
(380 mm to 915 mm) diameter.
The hallmark of all HammerHead Trenchless pneumatic hammers, including the new 26XPR, is
easy serviceability to minimise costly downtime due to tool maintenance. It features HammerHead’s
patented clamped rear anvil and tail bolt designs, one-piece body and striker, and high-temperature
replaceable wear rings.
HammerHead Trenchless produces 11 models of pneumatic hammers ranging from 4 to 34 in (100
to 860 mm) diameter, capable of ramming pipe diameters ranging from 4 to 180 in (100 mm to
4,570 mm) diameter or bursting pipe diameters from 4 to 36 in (100 mm to 915 mm) diameter.
While the 26XPR is the first model of the new XPR series, HammerHead Trenchless plans to
expand the series in the future by equipping other sizes of hammer with the high-performance
technology. Website: www.hammerheadtrenchless.com
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LODDON RISING MAIN SEWER REHABILITATION

T

he Loddon Sewer Rehabilitation scheme
for Anglian Water was designed to
enable the repair of a 300 mm diameter
rising main that had experienced multiple
bursts. The client engaged Onsite to quickly
assess the site and provide a suitable
solution.
One major complication for the
completion of the proposed rehabilitation
was that part of the route of the rising main
ran through a site of special scientific
interest (SSSI). This meant that an open cut
solution
not
even
be
considered. Aerial view of the Loddon rising main project
Furthermore, access to the pipeline was also site.
difficult. A site meeting was arranged with
the client Anglian Water, Onsite and Claret Civil Engineering (the civils contractor) to discuss
available options and to target the problematic areas of the route.
As part of the discussions it was suggested that as the existing host pipe had failed on multiple
occasions any solution needed to provide a standalone result, one that did not require the host pipe
to be part of the final structure. Also, the lining had to be designed for an internal operating pressure
of no more than 5 bar.
PLANNING
The actual length of the rising to be rehabilitated was ultimately identified as running between a
pumping station and a collection point, or some 713 m of 300 mm diameter pipe. Usefully,
alongside the existing rising main was a redundant rising main that was installed as a backup
pipeline. This it was decided could be used to manage the rising main flows for the duration of the
lining activity as flows could quite easily be switched over at the pumping station.
It was of course vitally important that the right liner material was used on such a sensitive project,
so OnSite decided to introduce, for the first time in the UK, the NORDIPIPE ™ system from Austriabased NordiTube Technologies SE.
The unique performance characteristics of NORDIPIPE ™, namely its flexibility and quick
installation, make it possible to rehabilitate many kinds of pipes (steel, ductile and cast iron,
asbestos cement, concrete, PVC, and PE). Moreover, it can be used to reline both partially and fully
deteriorated pipes and often pipes with bends and deflections. Furthermore, it is a strong liner and
therefore able to withstand not only the internal pressure, but also external pressure resulting from
hydrostatic, soil and live load situations.
INSTALLATION
The NORDIPIPE™ liner for Loddon consisted of a combination of a coated felt, two glass-fibre
layers and an additional layer of felt. The glass-fibre layers in the liner have excellent characteristics
when in tension and therefore this makes the NORDIPIPE ™ a very strong, but flexible liner. It has
its own intrinsic strength and stiffness and therefore does not rely on the host pipe for structural
support, though it needs to be in close contact with the host pipe to maximise the final lined pipe’s
cross-section, and to enable the ends to be sealed off properly.
Before the liner is impregnated, the correct liner length needs to be determined. The line length
has to be measured and transmitted from the site to the impregnation facility including any turnback required to get to the face of the host pipe.
At the impregnation facility, the liner has to be sealed off at both ends. This enables a vacuum to
be applied at the end where the resin is to be poured into the liner. The right amount of resin and
hardener is then mixed and poured into the liner.
The resin plug is then allowed to run inside the
liner. The liner is then pinched between the roll bars
of the impregnation bed and the liner is slowly drawn
through the rollers ensuring complete saturation of
the liner material layers. As the liner comes off the
bed it is submerged into an ice bath to slow down the
curing of the resin. The liner is then pulled into the
refrigerated vehicle with ice being introduced
between each stacked layer. The refrigerated vehicle
is then driven to site.
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Special access facilities had to be constructed prior to work commencing on site.
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For the installation of the 300 mm diameter, 6 mm
wall thickness liner at Loddon Onsite chose an air
inversion with a steam cure method as this was a
much easier and cost effective way of installing the
liner.
The refrigeration vehicle doors are opened and the
liner is then wound into an inversion drum. The end
of the liner is closed and attached to a hold back
rope/strap that is wound onto the spindle of the
turning unit in the inversion drum. The spindle is
wound so that the liner is taken up onto the drum.
When the liner is fully wound onto the spindle, the
front part of the liner (where the vacuum system was
previously attached) is then connected to the
inversion cone. If the liner has a pull-strap, it has to
be retrieved and brought through the opening of the The liner construction.
cone. When all of the liner is wound into the
inversion drum, the cone is fastened to the drum. The drum is then pressurised allowing the liner to
be forced out under control through a protective support which then leads to the host pipe. The drum
maintains constant air pressure allowing the liner to invert through the host pipe until it reaches the
termination point.
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STEAM CURING
After the liner has been inverted through the host pipe to the termination point, vent tubes are
attached to the exposed end of the liner to enable the release of hot air/steam from the liner. The
vent tubes are typically fitted with a valve and a hose coupling and a hose leads from the vent tube
up to ground or street level to act as a muffler. The valves either on the vent tubes or at the muffler
control the volume of air and/or air-steam flow and therefore the pressure inside the liner. A small
steam condensate drain hole is punctured through the liner at a low point (underside) of the exposed
liner to expel any accumulated condensate collecting at the liner tail.
Steam is then introduced at the steam generation station which is connected through the inversion
drum along with a proper flow of air. This is released at the exhaust station to achieve an even
distribution of heat over the length of the liner in the pipe. The proper boiler size and the proper air
compressor size are determined from the diameter, length and thickness of the liner, and to some
extent upon the temperature of the soil
around the host pipe.
With the steam being applied, the resin
in the liner starts the curing process with
steam at temperatures as high as 100oC
(212oF). This is generally held for around
4 hours after which the liner is allowed to
cool until both ends are below 40oC.
The steam pipes are removed and the
pipe can be cut back to the nominal face
of the host pipe. The end sealing
mechanisms are then installed.
The end seals prevent water from
migrating along any annular gap that may
exist between the NORDIPIPE™ liner and
The liner inversion drum.
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Above left: Preparing to launch the liner from the inversion drum.
Above right: The liner inverting through the host pipe.
the host pipe. This may be particularly important if there is to be a hydrostatic pressure test
performed upon the installed liner. In non-potable applications, such as force mains etc.,
applications with some particulate content, an end treatment prevents damage on a long-term basis
due to abrasion or wears on the liner-end and establishes a smooth transmission between the host
pipe and the liner.
For the Loddon project OnSite utilised Weko seals to provide a firm seal against the host pipe with
the lined length then being coupled to the remainder of the pipeline using Viking Johnson Fittings.
The Loddon Project was managed, resourced and delivered by Onsite’s Senior Engineer, Scott
Weston, who programmed, in conjunction with the civil contractor (Claret
Civil Engineering) and the lining team, the enabling works, liner
impregnation, delivery and installation of five individual liner installations
which was completed in three weeks. Testing was carried for the project and
the pipeline was put back into service a few weeks later. Website:
www.onsite.co.uk
The lining operation is completed with a WECO end seal.

TRACTO-TECHNIK
INSPIRING
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGIES
for the underground installation and
trenchless renewal of pipelines

McElroy Manufacturing is the
leading manufacturer of
polyethylene pipe fusion
equipment and provider of
customer-driven solutions to
PE engineers and contractors
worldwide.

Steve Vick International
designs and manufactures
products for the trenchless
renovation and decommission
of pipes worldwide. Products
include Pipe Coil Trailers, Pipe
Handlers and Pipe Cutting
Equipment.

Developer and manufacturer of
installation and support
equipment for pipeline
rehabilitation and lateral
connections and a specialist
pipeline rehabilitation
contractor including building
rehabilitation works.

Official partner offering sales,
Support, training and consultancy
Services across the UK and Eire
for Brawoliner,
MC Building Chemicals,
Picote, Härke, Osscad,
Spray liner and Patch Box.
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WECO SEALS HYDRO-ELECTRICITY PIPE

A

hydro-electric water pipe that carries water from a river to
a power generator has been sealed at multiple points using
the No-Dig VIP-Weco pipe rehabilitation system.
Joints at eight locations along the 1.5 km pipe near Inverness
in the Scottish Highlands had not been water tight to the
pressure standard demanded for the 1.35 MW power project.
Global seal and gasket manufacturer VIP-Polymers Ltd was
commissioned to supply its VIP-Weco internal seals to repair
the leaks without the need for time-consuming and costly
excavation.
The water tightness problem had been caused by settlement of
the 6 m pipe sections within the trench infill.
VIP Business Development Manager Jim Shaw said: “Our
VIP-Weco seals achieved the desired results with complete
success, and with minimum disruption to the operation of the
hydro power scheme. The defective joints were located along a
100 m stretch of the pipe, which began 80 m from the entry
point. The partners involved in the hydro project urgently
wanted a solution that was quick and cost effective to deploy, A VIP-Weco seal in place.
and they certainly got that with VIP-Weco.”
VIP-Weco seals are used worldwide for trenchless rehabilitation of pipes for water, fuel, and gas.
They use WRAS-approved material, comply fully with BS6920, and have a typical life expectancy
of 50+ years.
Rubber sleeves made from EPDM or NBR compounds are applied to the inner wall of the pipe,
then held in place by stainless steel retaining bands to create a safe, durable and low-cost
mechanical sealing solution.
The hydro-electric pipe, which was designed to have a working pressure of 1.5 bar, was found to
be unable to hold its hydrostatic test pressure of 12 bar at the eight joints.
VIP-Weco seals were installed at five locations where the pipe was 1,600 mm diameter, and made
from GRP, and two points where it was 1,400 mm diameter, and made from polyethylene.
A final seal was installed where the pipe stepped down from 1,600 to 1,400 mm diameter, with a
section of 1,600 mm diameter ductile iron pipe between the two. A bespoke seal was manufactured,
with an extra retention band, to accommodate the 200 mm variance in pipe diameters.
Minimising downtime was essential to the success of the pipe rehabilitation project. The metal
retaining bands for each seal were supplied in two sections, making them easier to transport into and
along the pipe.
Five VIP-Weco seals were installed in one day, with the quickest installation time being just 16
minutes. Two more seals were installed the following day. The final seal was installed two weeks
later, in line with the client’s operational requirements.
VIP, based in Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, UK was commissioned to supply the seals by Fusion
Pipe Products. The installation was carried out by authorised VIP-Weco installer JM Contracting.
JMC Managing Director John Mitchell said: “The joint failures had been caused by settlement of
the 6 m pipe sections within the trench infill, which resulted in pipe deformation. The flexibility of
the VIP-Weco system could accommodate this deformation and still achieve the desired pressure
standard with ease. The VIP-Weco design, based on split retaining bands, allowed us to quickly
traverse the pipe and install the seals, keeping operational downtime to a minimum.”
Seven of the VIP-Weco seals selected for the pipe rehabilitation project were 280 mm wide. The
reducer seal was 480 mm wide, to accommodate the difference in pipe diameter.
These wider seals can be supplied with
other configurations, for example to
accommodate extreme longitudinal cracking.
Both widths can be used on circular,
elliptical, and egg-shaped profiles. The
quantity of retention bands supplied is
dependent on the infiltration pressure rating
requirement, ensuring the most costeffective solution for each project. Website:
www.vip-polymers.com
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RSM Lining Supplies offers
CIPP lining systems, materials and
ancillary equipment as well as
expert lining consultancy services
worldwide.

The Hydro-electric water pipe sealed
using VIP-Weco seals.
Inset: The reducer seal in place,
demonstrating the flexibility of the
VIP-Weco system.
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ALL TERRAIN DINO2 EXTENDING SUCTION CAPABILITY

M

TS Suction Systems UK Ltd the Cambridgeshire
based subsidiary of MTS GmbH delivered an early
Christmas present to Pier UK Ltd in the form of its first
‘All-Terrain’ DINO Suction System.
Designed specifically for suction works in difficult
access sites and locations, the new track-mounted
equipment benefits from the market leading performance
of MTS Twin Fan power and air movement but in a
configuration, that can access locations that traditional
The new track-mounted MTS
truck chassis mounted equipment cannot.
The MTS equipment and engine are fully enclosed with DINO2 suction excavation unit.
the machine house, fans and compressor common to the
other tried and tested equipment in the standard DINO range, as is the intermediate gearbox that
transfers drive from the engine to the fans. Once started all major functions are radio or cable remote
controlled by the operator including fan and compressor operation, boom movement and positioning
of the equipment via the tracked drive unit.
The equipment features twin 900 mm turbines for air movement/suction, an on-board compressor
for air tools and air-knives, a side tipping 4.5 m3 spoil hopper, and a telescopic hydraulic hose
boom. Optional upgrades of the equipment will include full hydraulic power booms and IKE
rotational suction heads.
Transport is via client supplied low loader type vehicles and once offloaded the equipment is
capable of traversing ground at up to 6 km/hour to reach work areas. The equipment can then be
used to safely excavate down on sensitive buried plant and cables and if required, in the case of
longer trenching excavation works, be moved whilst simultaneously sucking materials.
Sean Quinn, the Managing Director of Pier UK Ltd sees the All-Terrain Dino as a valuable
addition to the company’s already large rental fleet of chassis mounted operated MTS DINO
equipment which will open up potential for suction works in areas previously thought unsuitable for
the use of the equipment.
MTS GmbH, the manufacturer of All Terrain DINO equipment sees this as a natural extension to
its range of specialist tracked rail equipment and the DINO range in general. Website:
www.mammoth-mts.co.uk
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TORO and
American Augers Directional Drills
Auger Boring Equipment
Tooling & Drill Rods

Drilling Fluids
Recycling & Mixing Systems
Digital Location Equipment

Hammerhead piercing, bursting
& ramming products are used
by contractors worldwide to
install or replace fibre,
communication, water, sewer
and gas lines with minimal
disruption to landscapes,
structures and traffic flow.

Suppliers of Directional Drills,
AXIS® Guided Boring
System, Mixing Systems,
Digital Location Systems, Rock
Drilling, Tooling and
Accessories, Impact Moles and
Vacuum Excavation systems
across the UK and Ireland.

Ditch Witch
UK & Ireland
All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional
Drills, HDD Training, Mixing/
Recycling Systems, HDD Drilling
Fluids, Drill Pipe, Backreamers,
Tri-Hawk Tooling,
HDD Guidance Systems,
Utility Locators,
Vac Systems, Trenchers,
Vibratory Ploughs.
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NEW TOOL RESOLVES REPAIR

M

anufacturer Picote has worked together with its
reseller Source One Environmental (S1E) to send out,
ahead of schedule, a brand new tool to resolve one
customer’s difficult repair, a larger version of Picote’s
Original Grabber tool – the Large Grabber.
A contractor customer approached S1E for advice about
removal of a house brick stuck in a 225 mm diameter rising
main. The use of usual cutting tools could have pushed the
brick further down the pipe, aggravating the problem, rather
than resolving it.
The Picote Original Grabber is a unique device designed
to reclaim tools and other items from inside pipes. The Picote’s Large Grabber supplied
Grabber includes a 10 m cable and connects to a through S1E.
compressor. It can navigate 90° bends to reach the item; a
handle is then turned to correctly position the Grabber jaws. When the operator switches on the
compressor, the air pressure opens and shuts the Grabber jaws around the item, which can then be
retrieved by withdrawing the cable.
Whilst the Original Grabber seemed an ideal solution for the customer’s job, it is designed for 100
mm diameter pipes upwards and its jaws open to 60 mm, which was not sufficient to retrieve the
brick. The S1E team contacted Picote R&D Manager, Lauri Kellokumpu at Picote’s Innovation
Centre in Finland to discuss the project.
With fortuitous timing and less than 2 weeks after the initial discussion, S1E received in the UK
the new prototype Large Grabber that Lauri and his team had produced after several months of R&D
and testing.
The new equipment operates similarly to the Original version, but is suitable for 150 mm diameter
pipes and upwards. The jaws can open to 120 mm, it has three jaws for a more secure grip and it can
handle items weighing up to a staggering 150 lb (68 kg).
The new Large Grabber was with the contractor 24 hours after it was received and checked by
S1E and in use soon after.
The Original Grabber is available from stock from S1E along with a wide range of Picote, Pipe
Doctor and other products for drainage rehabilitation. Website: www.s1e.co.uk
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McElroy Manufacturing is the
leading manufacturer of
polyethylene pipe fusion
equipment and provider of
customer-driven solutions to
PE engineers and contractors
worldwide.

Steve Vick International
designs and manufactures
products for the trenchless
renovation and decommission
of pipes worldwide. Products
include Pipe Coil Trailers, Pipe
Handlers and Pipe Cutting
Equipment.

Akkerman develops,
manufactures and supports
quality pipe jacking, tunnelling,
microtunnelling and guided
boring equipment for the
accurate installation of
underground infrastructure for
an extensive range of
diameters and geology.

In-house developer and
manufacturer of lateral
cutters, high-speed drain
cleaning equipment, pipe
coating systems, collapsed
liner removal, root and
scale removal tools.

Mammoth Equipment Ltd
provides full sales, service, spares
and support for the full range of
Hammerhead Trenchless Equipment,
including Moles, Bursters, Rammers,
winches and ancillary equipment
including portable Rotair
compressors, pipe towing heads etc.
in the UK and Ireland.
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UKSTT NEWS

UKSTT CELEBRATES 25 YEARS.
A milestone has approached for UKSTT as it celebrates its 25 th Anniversary in 2018.
Founded in 1993 UKSTT represents almost 150 members who all promote better and
more responsible ways to manage underground infrastructure and to help benefit the
community by being more efficient, less disruptive and more environmentally friendly than
other more traditional methods.
This year, No-Dig Live is taking place in Peterborough between 18 and 20 September and UKSTT will be inviting all attendees
to visit them on their stand, number 105, to enjoy a cream tea and reminisce over the last 25 years with a look at some old photos
and to have a chat with past and present Council Members.
UKSTT Chairman Matthew Izzard remarked: “No Dig Live is the perfect venue to celebrate the UKSTT’s 25 year anniversary
as it was during the 1993 International NODIG Live show in Birmingham that the formation of the UKSTT was announced. We
have achieved this milestone through the hard work and dedication of all of the Trustees both past and present who have
contributed significantly to provide the organisation that we have today. The continuation of the Society is also largely thanks to
its 150 members who have supported the UKSTT since its inauguration and who continue to support it to this day.”
AN INTERVIEW WITH..... UKSTT CHAIRMAN MATTHEW IZZARD
Many congratulations on being voted in as the UKSTT Chairman for the next 2 years. What
prompted you to take on this position?
Thank you! I am very proud to be elected as Chairman and follow on from so many auspicious
names that have held this position before me and build on that legacy for those who follow. I
was honoured to be nominated onto the Council by Russell Fairhurst a few years ago and feel
that the role and responsibility of Chairman is part of that obligation. I firmly believe that it is
healthy to have an active Committee and to have people on it who are looking to take on roles
and positions in order to further develop the Society and to help keep it fresh and innovative.
What does taking on this role mean to you personally?
Having been in the industry since 1988 I have been aware of UKSTT since its inception in
1993. As my career has developed I am pleased to be able to get involved with the Society that I
have always looked to as leading the way for trenchless technology, and to have an active
involvement and ‘put something back in’ is wonderful. It genuinely is a privilege to see people
and companies benefit from what we are doing. On a personal level it has given me the
opportunity to meet so many great and influential people and also have an active involvement with the International Society for
Trenchless Technology. We have plenty of work to do to take the Society forward but with the drive and commitment we have on
the Committee we are looking forward to some exciting times as we grow.
What will Society be focussing on over the next 24 months?
The future of the industry depends on the skills and passion of the young professionals. We have so much experience and
knowledge in the field of trenchless technology that needs passing on to the next generation to allow their ideas to grow and
develop.
UKSTT will be focussing on engaging our younger membership and giving them the opportunity to progress their knowledge
and enthuse their careers. Alongside all the other activities we currently do I am also keen to widen the demand and
understanding of trenchless technology to new market areas, putting our members at the forefront of developing new business.
Finally I am delighted to have Dawn Greig as my Vice-Chairman. Our industry is overly male dominated and it’s great to see
more women taking senior roles in organisations. Claire Gowdy, Shauna Herron and Jo Parker have also been strong and active
members of the UKSTT council for many years and I hope that we can continue to increase the diversity of those representing us.
What is your trenchless background?
I have gone full circle! I started off 15 years ago with Tracto-Technik and worked in various areas of the company gaining
valuable experience before ending up in Sales. After some time working for hire company U Mole, I had an interesting 8 year
sabbatical from the industry and ended up with my own bespoke tailoring company in London! This taught me a lot about
business and life – the highlights of this time included being selected to make the FA Cup Final suits for Manchester United in
2007 and working with Jeff Banks. I came back into the industry by joining PSS Hire – now part of A Plant, before progressing
my career with the Kobus pipe puller and returned to trenchless technology with Vermeer UK, promoting their trenchers and
HDD equipment. I became involved with UKSTT and the International Standards for trenchless technology and a couple of years
ago I received an unexpected call from Tracto-Technik inviting me to return ‘home’.
It is incredible looking back, that although I am ‘only’ 45, I have nearly 30 years’ experience and have seen technologies and
ways of working change so much. I have made so many friends and travelled to places I never thought I would. I often feel guilty
that I’m having too much fun working and getting paid for it!
What are the industry’s most current challenges?
The biggest competitor to trenchless technology is still the excavator. The pressure today on design engineers to pass projects
quickly often means that there is no time for them to look at alternative technology, signing off work with what they know rather
than seeking new methods. Manufacturers and suppliers spend a lot of time and money on innovation and there are great
solutions out there but too often people stick to what they know due to lack of planning time and for fear of looking ignorant in
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front of their manager. The result is that so many jobs that could be done quicker, cheaper and with less disruption are done in the
conventional manner. UKSTT offers free impartial Technical Sessions at companies’ offices on any form of trenchless
technology and it would be great to do more of these.
There is still a perception out there that using trenchless technology means that you are going to wipe out any other
infrastructure in the ground. The fact is that most utility strikes are caused by excavators where vacuum excavation could be
used, or ground probing radar wasn’t used because of time constraints. With a slightly different approach to planning work and
more time taken at the ‘front end’ millions of pounds could be saved on disruption, reinstatement and time over all.
The challenge is education! Making time to work collaboratively, and not being afraid to ask questions – especially for a young
professional.
I hope that by making UKSTT as accessible as possible through our network of social media sites such as LinkedIn, Twitter,
Facebook and our dedicated YouTube channel that sharing the industries knowledge and experiences will reach all sections of
society quickly and efficiently.
What attracted you to the Trenchless Industry?
I didn’t have a whole lot of choice as I was born into it! My father, Chris Izzard, was partly responsible for introducing the
Grundomat impact mole into the UK in 1971 and I arrived a few months later – although he assures me the two events are not
connected! Growing up with trenchless technology in my life and working during the school holidays meant there was a natural
progression and an opportunity to start full time as a Service Fitter for TTUK arose in 1988.
Do you have any role models in the industry? Who? Why?
There are so many! I’ve worked alongside people such as Dec Downey, Norman Howell and Ian Vickridge who are true
pioneers of the industry. Their knowledge, the way they conduct themselves and the way they are always ready to give the benefit
of their experience when asked has set an example that I try to emulate.
Who has been your main mentor and supporter of trenchless technology?
Without a doubt my father has been the biggest influence and example to me for trenchless technology. Outside of family I
would have to say Billie Turner. Billie was involved with Sales for Tracto-Technik and took me on as a fairly raw teenager and
gave me the value of his time and introduced me to Sales & Marketing. Billie gave me confidence, encouragement and was
patient with me when I often didn’t deserve it! To this day he is on hand to give me advice and guidance. Truly a remarkable
gentleman.
What has been your most challenging project to date?
A good few years ago we were impact moling a sewer lateral in Derby. As it required a particular fall we pre-bored and then
upsized with a larger mole using a hand held winch. This required someone going down the sewer man-hole (this was in the days
before breathing apparatus and PPE had even been heard of) so as the ‘new kid’ it was my job to spend two days down a small
hole, literally watching and smelling the delights that the local inhabitants had flushed away. I think it took about two months to
get rid of the smell but I can still vividly remember it many years later.
I find when things go wrong we learn the most. This is when experience is gained and lessons are learnt. All too often we hear
about the ‘good news’ stories but how adversity is overcome on projects is rarely spoken about. Communication and an open
mind to trying something new is nearly always the key to success.
What three words would you use to describe yourself?
Witty, intelligent and outrageously good looking!
I imagine very few of us set out to be in trenchless technology! There is so much to learn and so many friendships that are
made. Enjoy what you do, be proud of it, ask the difficult question and do your best. Life is short and we spend most of our time
working but how marvellous if we can have fun along the way!
PE LINING MASTERCLASS
On the 19 April 2018, UKSTT will be holding a masterclass on PE Lining at the
Motorcycle Museum in Birmingham.
Programme with highlights including ……..

PE Pipe - Materials, Properties, Design and Applications

PE Lining - Methods & Techniques, Applications & Design

Jointing of PE Lining Pipes

UK & International Standards & Codes of Practice for PE Pipe Lining –
Water, Gas & Wastewater

Pipe Bursting using PE Lining – Upsizing

PE100+ Association Online PE Trenchless Guide
Case Studies of PE Lining will include:

Sliplining

Close Fit Fold & Form

Close Fit Diameter Reduction
To register your interest please contact Lynn on 01926 513773 or email: admin@ukstt.org.uk
Further details will follow shortly.
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OTHER NEWS

UKSTT & FUTURE WATER ASSOCIATION CHARITY GOLF DAY - 12 SEPTEMBER 2018
Wednesday 12th September, 2018
Warwickshire Golf & Country Club, Leek Wootton, Warwickshire, CV35 7QT
Join industry colleagues and representatives from UKSTT and Future Water Association for a fantastic days golf and unique
networking opportunity, whilst helping to raise funds for a great charity, The Edward's Trust.
The Warwickshire Golf and Country Club boasts two superb 18 hole championship golf courses situated
in the middle of 465 acres. Our teams will be playing the Kings course which offers a real challenge for golfers of all abilities to
enjoy some fun and friendly competition.

The format will be teams of 4 people in an 18 hole Stableford competition. Like last year there will be prizes for the overall
competition, nearest the pin and longest drive.
Breakfast rolls, tea and coffee will be available upon arrival and the day will be followed by a three course evening dinner
where the prize winners will be announced.
Golf Day entry fees per team of 4:
UKSTT and Future Water Association Members: £495.00 +vat
Non-members: £595.00 +vat
To register a team please complete a Booking Form and return to: admin@ukstt.org.uk or call +44 (0)1926 513773.
Not a golfer?
Why not sign up for the 'non-golfer' option to enjoy the excellent facilities and stunning surroundings offered by the Country
Club. The option to swim, use the steam room or sauna are all included in the 'non-golfer' registration price. The Country Club
also has four spa treatment rooms where you can enjoy a facial or massage whilst the golfers are out on the course. Please book
direct by calling the Aura Spa on 01926 622555. (Price of treatment additional to registration).
Non-golfing day:
Future Water Association & UKSTT Members: £68.00 +vat
Non-members: £99.00 +vat
Why not make a night of it and stay over?
For those thinking of extending their stay we have negotiated an excellent room rate at the beautiful new luxury Country Club
hotel, just a stone's throw away from the golf course:
Room Rates: Single occupancy room including Full English Breakfast - £120.00
Double occupancy room including Full English Breakfast - £130.00
To make a reservation please call the hotel on +44 (0)1926 409409 and mention that you are
attending the golf day. The hotel is very popular during September so early booking is
advised.
Whatever option you choose, it promises to be a great day out with good company, plenty of
competitive fun and lots of refreshments!
Why not increase your company presence by sponsoring a prize or individual hole?
Click here for sponsorship opportunities.
Chosen Charity: The Edwards Trust provides bereavement counselling for families who are
facing loss and surviving bereavement.
UKSTT TECHNICAL ENQUIRY SERVICE - over £1 million of potential work per annum
The UKSTT website has a dedicated link for visitors to raise technical enquiries they may have concerning the world of
trenchless working. In addition, the administration team in Kenilworth, receive many calls seeking help.
As part of the Corporate Membership benefits package many of these work associated potential advisory/problem solution
queries generate business directly or indirectly for our members. These enquiries are passed directly to our Corporate members
and if they are able to assist or put a tender in they are then in a position to respond directly to the enquirer.
For further membership benefits please visit our website or contact Lynn on 01926513773 or email: admin@ukstt.org.uk
JOIN TODAY
Join the UKSTT and become part of the International Society for Trenchless Technology. Members are entitled to access the
services provided on the ISTT website to include free downloads of technical papers and reports from the Technical Resource
Centre TRC. Members also receive quarterly mailings of Trenchless International (TI) - ISTT’s official magazine. To find out all
of the benefits that your company could receive take a look at the website www.ukstt.org.uk/ or speak to Lynn on 01926 513773
or email admin@ukstt.org.uk
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EVENTS AND MEETINGS
NO DIG INDIA SHOW 2017 REPORT

T

he Indian Society for Trenchless Technology (IndSTT) recently organised the ‘No Dig India
Show - 2017’ International Conference & Exhibition on Standardising Trenchless Applications
at Bengaluru between 8 and 9 December 2017. The event was based on the papers and
presentations collected in response to the call for papers made by IndSTT focused at Standardisation
of Trenchless Applications. Each session was developed to address a specific aspect of
standardisation and paper selection followed this focus approach.
Trenchless Technology has become one of the preferred construction methodology for utility and
other subsurface structures. Projects, however, at times get complicated due to the absence of
standards resulting in faulty works, or processes and structures. Through standardisation, one would
get desired results from the application of a specific technique variant under a given set of end
conditions. This ensures proper project delivery and underground structure development. Proper
growth of the sector, therefore, depends on standardisation of techniques. That way, prior to
selection and application of any technique, users would be aware about the possible results and be
able to take correct decisions for the executing the project with confidence. IndSTT recognises the
this and has released the approved techniques list with respective deliverables, scope of works and
other related guidelines to assist industry over the past 23 years.
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Westrade Group Ltd is an
independent company
specialising in trade exhibition
and conference organisation.
Events include the
'TRENCHLESS ' and
'NO-DIG' series across Europe,
the Middle East, Asia and
Africa.
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It has also released codes of practice suiting Indian conditions for five of the most common
techniques with one being revised in 2016. IndSTT proposed to revise the remaining four and
release those in NDIS2017. In addition to revising the codes, it also proposed to assist the
introduction of newer technology into Indian markets by standardisation of those techniques as well.
All of this was aimed to be accomplished in the No Dig India Show 2017.
For the last 15 years efforts of IndSTT have helped to establish this technology across the nation
and the actions have nurtured its growth. No Dig India Shows have been instruments of this growth
as they have provided opportunities for scientific discussions, technology promotion, networking
and publication of multiple guidelines, both technical as well as commercial.
The main objectives of NDIS2017 included:

Releasing the new approved techniques list with respective deliverables and related
guidelines.

Releasing second editions of the codes of Practice suiting Indian conditions for Cured
in Place Pipe, Glass Reinforced Pipe, Pipe Bursting, Microtunnelling and Pipe Jacking

Releasing third edition of code of practice suiting Indian conditions for Horizontal
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Directional Drilling.
Revising and releasing commercial framework for trenchless applications.
Providing inputs about newer trenchless construction methodologies to stakeholders.
Drawing a road map for conducting City Level Trenchless Road Shows to assist
ingress of Trenchless Technology in Government missions in association with city
based stakeholders.
The No Dig India Show 2017 was aimed at providing inputs to the sector stakeholders for
enhancing the productivity, quality and safety in trenchless works. The event was a combination of a
conference, workshops, and an exhibition of trenchless equipment and services.
Sessions included:

Inaugural Session

Technical Session 1. Standardisation of Trenchless Enabling Applications

Technical Session 2. Standardisation of Horizontal Directional Drilling Applications

Technical Session 3. Standardisation of Pipeline Renewal Applications

IFTP Workshop

Technical Session 4. Standardisation of Microtunneling Applications

Technical Session 5. Standardisation of Trenchless Contractual Processes

Technical Session 6. Advancements in technology applications

Valedictory Session
The Conference was organised through the IndSTT inputs on new publications and from various
authors responding to the call for papers. The call intended to draw diverse industry wide expertise
that could stimulate fresh discussions on various identified topics including:

Policy, Regulations, Practices and Standards for subsurface asset development and
management

Planning and scheduling in subsurface asset and maintenance management

Safety, Health and Risk Management in Subsurface Asset Management

Technologies for subsurface asset data management

Strategic asset management for sustainable business

Condition monitoring, diagnostics, and prognostics

E-Maintenance of subsurface asset

Emerging technologies and embedded sensors and devices for subsurface engineering
asset management

Human dimensions in integrated subsurface asset management

Lifecycle and sustainability considerations of physical assets

Performance Monitoring and Management

Subsurface structural integrity and health management

International standards for subsurface asset management

Education and training in subsurface asset and maintenance management
During the event IndSTT released five Trenchless Codes, Schedule of Rates, a discussion paper
for future code and two show linked publications to assist the Trenchless Industry including:

Code of Practice for HDD technique suiting Indian Condition - 3rd Edition,

Code of Practice for Microtunnelling and Pipe Jacking suiting Indian Condition - 2nd
Edition,

Code of Practice for Glass Reinforced Pipe suiting Indian Condition - 2nd Edition,

Code of Practice for Cured in Place Pipe suiting Indian Condition, - 2nd Edition,

Code of Practice for Pipe Bursting suiting Indian Condition, - 2nd Edition,

Discussion Paper for Developing Code of Practice Suiting Indian Conditions –
Subsurface Engineering,

Schedule of Rates for Construction Contracts Employing Trenchless Technology 2018 - 10th Edition,

Compendium of Trenchless Equipment

No Dig India Journal Souvenir Issue.
Full details of the Technical Session are available through IndSTT
In addition to the conference an IFTP workshop was also organised. International Forum for
Trenchless Promotion is the latest initiative of IndSTT that is proposed to be a collaborative forum
of Stakeholders of Global Trenchless Industry to assist the growth of Trenchless Technology by
technology transfer from highly developed to less developed regions by way of cooperation.
There are regions, like India, where trenchless technology requirements are essentially high, but
availability of matching services is quite low as it is serviced by a limited numbers of technology
providers with quite few techniques. Then there are regions with exactly opposite situations, less
buyers and more techniques offered. In the former, the costs to execute the works gets too high due
to high risk factors, limited service providers, lesser indigenisation, poor replication, and higher
operational costs due to failures, bad or spurious spares and consumables, and lack of awareness.
Situations, in the latter, are equally bad due to lesser demand forcing the technology developers to
recover their investments from this limited demand only again leading to higher costs.
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It would be for the benefit of all that such technology is shared globally so that the costs could
come down at one hand and the technology growth could be accelerated as with higher business
volumes the incentives to further the developments also grow.
The Exhibition was a great success with 100 stands and open display space of various types of
trenchless equipment and products. A total of fourteen HDD rigs were put on live demonstration by
the exhibitors along with live demonstrations of other trenchless equipment. The exhibition was
visited by numbers of visitors who got first-hand information and a feel for the various Trenchless
equipment and their usage.
The No Dig India Shows are the flagship annual events of IndSTT and each year they are growing.
The show was attended by some 500 visitors, delegates and exhibitors. This was the first No Dig
India Show organised in the southern part of India and to promote trenchless in other regions
IndSTT has scheduled the next event in the commercial capital of India, Mumbai between 7 and 8
December 2018. The event is aimed at Advancing Trenchless Standardisation. The focus is
matching with IndSTT initiative of IFTP and is expected to benefit the global trenchless industry.
Website: www.indianodig.com

PIPE AND SEWER CONFERENCE 2018

A

s long as pressure lines and pressure-free networks work
well, hardly anyone thinks that they not only represent the
highest investment requirement in an energy and water supply
and disposal network in the event of a failure, but also account
for a considerable part of the costs in normal operation.
The reduction of these costs always has something to do with technology, organisation,
qualification and experience. When it comes to the measures for a ‘Life Cycle Extension’, every
investor’s heart beats faster.
The international Pipeline Technology Conference (PTC) which has started 12 years ago in
Germany, saw a great demand, especially from abroad, with visitors looking to pick up on good
experience. Today, PTC is Europe’s leading event for the pipeline industry and attracts around 600
participants from over 50 different countries and around 70 international exhibitors each year.
Following suggestions from participants, the 1st Pipe and Sewer Conference (PASC) was held in
2016 with positive feedback for the low pressure gas and water supply sector as well as for the
pressure-free drainage of wastewater. The participating network operators and technology providers
from Germany and internationally were able to gain information about new developments in the
various branches of the industry at the conference and exhibition and took advantage of the
opportunities for an interdisciplinary exchange of experience.
Exhibitors and sponsors benefit from a wide range of services and additional global marketing
measures. The presence of the industry within the framework of PTC and PASC will guarantee
greater attention worldwide. The next event will take place in Berlin, Germany between 12 and 14
march 2018. Website: www.pipeandsewer.com
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NO-DIG SOUTH AFRICA CALL FOR PAPERS

I

STT’s 36th Annual International No-Dig Conference and Exhibition is to be
held between 8 and 9 October 2018 at the Cape Town International
Convention Centre (CTICC), South Africa.
Hosted by the South African Society for Trenchless Technology (SASTT), the
exhibition is a unique opportunity for suppliers to showcase products and
services at the only event in the African continent to focus on trenchless
technology.
The organisers are now calling for papers to be included in the conference programme and
prospective authors are invited to visit the official website (link below) where full details may be
found for submitting proposals. The deadline for submissions is 4 May 2018.
Commenting on the event launch, Paul Harwood, Managing Director of Westrade Group, said:
“We are thrilled to be announcing this highly-respected event to be hosted in Cape Town, an event
which continues to be the only one of its kind on the African continent to focus on trenchless
technology. South Africa has a huge programme of new infrastructure installations planned in
addition to the current and extensive renovation to its underground services and as such, was a
logical choice of host. We are particularly excited that, for the first time, we will be offering day
tours, overnight tours and private packages to Cape Town and its stunning environs as part of the
programme. This provides an additional and unique opportunity for sponsors, exhibitors and
delegates to network in a more informal environment.”
INTERNATIONAL NO-DIG 2018 is organised on behalf of ISTT and SASTT by UK-based
Westrade Group which is reporting that exhibition sales are already riding high, with many of the
international players already booking their stands and negotiating sponsorship arrangements.
Website: www.nodigsouthafrica.com
© 2018 NoDig Media Services
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2018

January 31 - February 1
Global Composites - Las Vegas, USA.
Details from: www.globalcompositesconference.com

May 22-23
Utility Week Live - Birmingham, UK
Details from: www.utilityweeklive.co.uk

February 5
Pilot Tube Seminar - Boulder, USA.
Details from: microtunnelingshortcourse.com

June 13
Trenchless Romania Conference - Bucharest, Romania.
Details from: www.trenchless-romania.com

February 6-8
25th Microtunneling Short Course - Boulder, USA.
Details from: microtunnelingshortcourse.com

September 18-20
No-Dig Live 2018 - Peterborough, UK.
Details from: www.westrade.co.uk

February 14-15
CompIC ME (Composites in Construction Middle East) Dubai, UAE.
Details from: mecompositesin.construction

September 19
UKSTT GALA Dinner
Peterborough, UK.
Details from: www.ukstt.org

March Date To Be Confirmed
Dublin Roadshow - Dublin, Republic of Ireland.
Details from: www.ukstt.org

September 25-27
ECWATECH 2018 - Moscow, Russia.
Details from: www.ecwatech.ru/en/

March 6
Fats, Oils and Grease Conference - Cranfield, UK
Details from: www.britishwater.co.uk/events/fog-fats-oilsand-grease-conference-341.aspx

October 8-9
International No-Dig South Africa – Cape Town, South
Africa.
Details from: www.nodigsouthafrica.com

March 12-14
Pipeline Technology Conference (with Pipe and Sewer
Conference) - Berlin, Germany.
Details from: www.pipeline-conference.com

December 7 to 8
No Dig India 2018 - Mumbai, India.
Details from: www.indianodig.com

March 13-14
9th Global Leakage Summit 2018 - London, UK
Details from: www.global-leakage-summit.com
March 13-16
BAUMA CONEXPO AFRICA - Johannesburg, S. Africa
Details from: www.bcafrica.com
March 25-29
No-Dig Show (NASTT) - Palm Springs, USA
Details from: www.nodigshow.com
March 29-31
No-Dig Turkey 2018 Conference and Exhibition (in Association with the the 4th Water Loss Forum Turkey) Istanbul, Turkey.
Details from: www.nodigturkey.com

&

Awards

Ceremony

-

December 11 to 14
Bauma CONEXPO India 2018 - Delhi, India.
Details from: www.bcindia.com

2019

February 18-19
Trenchless Middle East 2019 - Dubai, UAE
Details from: www.trenchlessmiddleeast.com
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would
like to add it to this listing please forward details to:
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk

April 19
UKSTT P E Lining Masterclass - Solihull, UK
Details from: www.ukstt.org
April 18-19
8th International Conference NO-DIG Poland 2018 Kielce, Poland
Details from: www.nodigpoland.pl
April 21-26
ITA-AITES World Tunnel Congress 2018 - Dubai, UAE.
Details from: www.wtc2018.ae
May 7-8
Trenchless Asia 2018 - Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Details from: www.trenchlessasia.com
May 14-18
IFAT 2018 - Munich, Germany
Details from: www.ifat.de/index-2.html
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