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THIRD GENERATION AKKERMAN TAKES THE REINS 

A kkerman, Inc., a premier trenchless underground construction 
equipment manufacturer, is pleased to announce the promotion 

of Justin Akkerman to President. Justin’s official appointment as the 
third-generation President commenced on 6 April, 2020. Current 
second-generation President, Maynard Akkerman will continue as 
CEO and Chairman of the Board.  

Justin has always been immersed in the family business and has 
travelled to many project sites and tradeshows with his father in his 
childhood and adult life. After college, Justin’s formal career began 
with CNA Consulting Engineers of Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA as 
a staff engineer, project designer, and on-site field engineer for 
underground tunnelling, and rehabilitation utility construction projects 
in the Twin Cities. 

In 2014, Justin entered the family business, where he assumed the 
role of operations manager. He has been responsible for the corporate 
administration, providing direction for the management team, and managing the production and 
inventory control departments. Under his leadership, Akkerman, Inc. launched its ISO 9001:2015 
quality management system, acquired several state-of-the-art machining centres resulting in 
production efficiencies, and formalised the businesses’ key objectives. He said: “Oversight of the 
manufacturing side of the business was instrumental in gaining a solid understanding of the daily 
operations.” Over the past six years, Justin has incrementally undertook additional corporate duties, 
preparing him for his new appointment. He stated: “When operating a small business, daily 
responsibilities vary greatly in scope and extent.” Sometimes, this has meant driving 10 hours each 
way to deliver parts to a project site on a weekend because a common carrier was not available. At 
other times, it has involved organising an impromptu picnic for some much-needed employee 
fellowship to celebrate the completion of a big order. 

Justin continued: “I am humbled to take the helm of the legacy built by my grandfather and father. 
Because of our employees’ dedication to our core values and mission, and the certainty in the 
quality of our equipment and loyalty of our valued customers, I feel confident in taking Akkerman, 
Inc. into the future with conviction for a trajectory of continued growth and success.” Website: 
www.akkerman.com  

 
 

NEW GLOBAL DIRECTOR AT SAERTEX  

S AERTEX multiCom recently announced the appointment of Dr Nils 
Füchtjohann as Global Director Products with effect from 1 March 

2020.  
Together with Kai Diecks and Stephan Raab, Nils will form the 

management of SAERTEX multiCom in Saerbeck, Germany.  
Nils’ focus will be on the systematic management of the company’s 

product range. This includes the analysis of customer needs and market 
trends, the definition, development and market launch of new product 
innovations and also the further development of new business areas for 
SAERTEX multiCom such as liners for the pressure pipe market with 
gas and drinking water as a medium. 

With his many years of experience as head of development at 
SAERTEX multiCom and his personal commitment to the company, the 
senior management at the company is convinced that Nils and his team 
will successfully fill this important function. Website: www.saertex-
multicom.de 

 
 

egeplast INTERNATIONAL ACQUIRES STAKE IN EXTENA 

I t has recently been announced that egeplast international GmbH, a medium-sized family 
enterprise based in Greven, Germany, acquired a 75% stake in the Swedish company Extena AB. 

Extena is the leading provider of plastic pipes for the Swedish infrastructure market. Founded in 
1976 in Norsjö and with a headcount of approximately 40, the company generated €17 million in 
profitable sales in 2019. It was agreed to keep the purchase price confidential. 

Extena benefits from the current demand for investment into the water and electricity grids in 
Sweden. Like Germany, Sweden faces rehabilitation of the potable water networks and an 
expansion of the power grids for renewable energies.  

Extena is a quality leader in the business segment of classic PE pipes with a broad customer base 
in trade and project business. With egeplast now on board with Extena, the Scandinavian market 
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will be able to benefit from a 
complete range of matched 
innovative plastic pipe systems 
and a comprehensive range of 
PE pipes with excellent 
availability.  

The Extena manufacturing 
facilities right in the heart of the 
Scandinavian market (Sweden, 
Norway, Finland, Denmark) 
with its affinity to plastics will 
drastically reduce transportation 
and boost the distribution of 
egeplast added-value pipes.  

In addition to egeplast, the 
previous owner, Treac AB, a 
family controlled investment 
company from the Skelleftea 
region, will keep a 25% stake in 
Extena. Extena will continue to 
be managed by its Managing 
Director, Peter Falk.  

egeplast international GmbH is 
a highly innovative manufacturer 
of plastic pipe systems which 
has set standards for decades.  

System solutions by egeplast are applied in the areas of drinking water and gas supply, cable 
protection for electricity and fibreglass, sewage disposal, the industry as well as irrigation/watering. 
Customers in more than 30 countries have come to trust in quality products and consulting solutions 
provided by egeplast. The egeplast headquarters are in Greven, Westphalia, Germany. Since 2019, 
egeplast has been operating a pipe factory in England. Websites: www.egeplast.de or 
www.extena.se 
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COVID-19: MANAGING EMPLOYEE SAFETY  
AS AN ESSENTIAL SERVICE  

W hile many Australians (and others) are 
staying home in the midst of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, those working in 
essential services like water and wastewater 
are out in the field ensuring community 
needs are met. The way sites operate has 
changed dramatically in an effort to keep 
employees safe and ensure business 
continuity; and while a lot of companies are 
in uncharted territory as they deal with 
COVID-19, adaptability and communication 
have emerged as the best way forward.   

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
essential service businesses have had to adapt 
quickly to restrictions and new ways of doing 
things, while ensuring continuity for 
customers and that their employees remain 
safe.   

Specialist in water infrastructure, Australian company Interflow, has adapted its operations to 
ensure it can continue to help solve customers’ problems out in the field, while taking the necessary 
steps to protect its people.   

Adrian Smith, Executive Manager, Health Safety and Environment (HSE) at Interflow, explained 
that the Company was looking at the impacts of COVID-19 globally back in February, and then 
putting enterprise risk management plans in place. “COVID-19 has created significant changes to 
the way we work. We have implemented a Business Continuity Plan with five Response Teams to 
identify and resolve critical issues around workforce protection, supply chain stabilisation, customer 
engagement, operational lead and lag management, and stress testing financials.” Adrian said.   

Using similar parameters within its current health and safety strategy, Harm 2 Zero (H2O), 
Interflow’s Response Teams meet twice a week to discuss any issues and actions that need to be 
taken. The Company’s Executive Team has become the nerve centre of its COVID-19 response. 
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EMPLOYEE SAFETY STEPS IN THE FIELD  
In action, these additional safety and procedural policies include 
implementing social distancing, which involves rethinking the way crews 
work; reinforcing hygiene as a top consideration; providing COVID-19 
appropriate level of PPE for workers; ensuring up-to-date signage across 
all sites; and giving teams the right information so they are across all new 
Company procedures.   

“We are currently developing a second communication pack for workers, 
with updated rules of engagement, and every week our Managing Director 
creates a video message to all employees.” Adrian said. “In this current 
situation, we are classed as essential and the most important thing is 
having our field teams across the details of what we are doing to manage 
this crisis.”   

Open communication has been key to Interflow’s response, with a focus on using appropriate 
channels to disseminate updates. The business also ensures that information not only cascades down 
to all frontline workers, but also any issues from work sites filter back up to management.   

An example of the success of this process was seen recently in the ACT, when one of Interflow’s 
clients visited a site to talk to frontline workers and ask them what Interflow has been doing in 
response to COVID-19. All workers on site knew exactly what additional safety and procedural 
policies had been put in place and everyone was able to give the client a consistent message, 
highlighting that the pandemic response is not just a high-level strategy, but something that has been 
implemented throughout the business.   

With a workforce spanning Australia and New Zealand, Interflow has also been keeping on top of 
all health and government changes nationally, and in specific regions, to ensure the business remains 
compliant. The aim is for these new safety procedures is to become routine, as the impact of COVID
-19 is likely to be felt for at least the next few months.   

“Our clients see us as a valuable business partner, as an essential function to assist with their 
continuity. We are here to solve our customers’ problems, we are able to adapt, and our response to 
COVID-19 has allowed us to connect as one team quickly and efficiently.” Smith said.  

Interflow will also be conducting a post-implementation review once operations return back to 
normal. Its response so far has allowed the Company to capture key information, what worked, what 
did not, which will provide vital lessons for the future. Website: www.interflow.com.au 

INDUSTRY, COMPANY AND 
 INSTITUTION NEWS AND RESEARCH 

 

© 2020 NoDig Media Services 

SPONSORS LINKS 
Click Logo for weblink 

Trenchless Group offers expert,  
cost-effective No-Dig solutions from 
contracting services to hire and sales 

on a wide variety of  
trenchless equipment across  

the UK and Ireland.    

RSM Lining Supplies offers 
CIPP lining systems, materials and 

ancillary equipment as well as  
expert lining consultancy services 

worldwide. 

A 50:50 joint venture of Amiantit 
Europe and Hobas Europe, Amiblu 
produces and supplies world-class 

centrifugally cast (Hobas) and 
filament wound (Flowtite) GRP 
pipes and fittings for all types of 

trenchless installations. 

Flexible sliplining solution for the 
trenchless rehabilitation  

of pressure pipes. 

Adrian Smith. 

http://www.interflow.com.au
http://www.trenchlesssolutions.co.uk/
http://www.rsm-web.com/en
http://www.amiblu.com/
http://www.primusline.com/
http://www.tracto-technik.com/
http://www.rsm-web.com/en


QUICK AND HASSLE-FREE 
INSTALLATION WITH MINI HDD 

S cotland-based Trenchless Installations 
provides underground service installations 

in Central Scotland & the Borders using moling 
technology. From its base in North Berwick, the 
company specialises in services including water, 
gas and drainage pipes, utility ducting and 
armoured cables, heating coils for heat pumps 
and even lead pipe replacement. Work is carried 
out with minimal impact on the site and 
surrounding areas.  

A recent job for Argent Energy of Motherwell 
involved the installation of a new pressurised 
waste water pipeline that needed to cross a 20 m 
wide road. 

The company commissioned Trenchless 
Installations to carry out the job using a 
TRACTO-TECHNIK GRUNDOPIT 6V mini 
drill rig which eliminated the need to dig up the 
road and thereby avoiding road closures. The 
unit was supplied by TRACTO-TECHNIK UK 
on an operated hire basis.  

With ground conditions consisting of very soft 
fireclay with fragments of sandstone and coal, a 
medium hardness drill head was selected along 
with an F1 DC1 locating system with 15 in (380 
mm) sonde, a cone reamer and stepped reamer.  

The team arrived on site at 8 am where a pre-
dug launch pit was ready for the positioning of 
the GRUNDOPIT 6V. The MA09 mixing 
system was filled with water and bentonite 
fluids mixed and the sonde calibrated. At 9.30 am drilling started and the drill head was accurately 
tracked and guided to the receiving pit on the other side of the road in just 40 minutes. The pre-ream 
was then undertaken with drill rods 
attached to the rear of the reamer to speed 
up the final ream and pull back and this 
whole process was completed in just 30 
minutes allowing for the 200 mm 
diameter ream complete with product 
pipe to be started before lunchtime. By 
1.15 pm, the job was complete and the 
productive, efficient GRUNDOPIT 
removed and loaded up and away to its 
next task.  

So from 8 am to just after 1 pm a full 
crossing was made with no disruption to 
the road, the traffic and the surrounding 
area. Matthew Kinloch of Trenchless 
Installations is very impressed with the 
efficiency and productivity of the 
GRUNDOPIT and is now actively 
looking for similar jobs to justify the 
purchase of a rig saying: “The team from 
TRACTO-TECHNIK, particularly Jack 
Atherton who helped carry out the 
drilling with pinpoint accuracy, was 
highly professional from start to finish. 
The GRUNDOPIT is an exceptional piece 
of kit that enabled us to complete this job 
in a far quicker timescale than 
anticipated. Our client was happy and we 
are very impressed and look forward to 
using it on future jobs.” Website: 
www.tracto-technik.co.uk 
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ERRATA 
Trenchless Works has been asked to correct 
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Vermeer D220x500 S3 horizontal directional drill. 
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based stated in paragraph 2 that the unit ‘delivers 
up to 54,000 lbft (39,828 Nm) of torque’ this should 
have read that the unit ‘delivers up to 54,000 ftlb 
(73,214 Nm) of torque. Apologies for any confusion 
this may have caused. 

The TRACTO-TECHNIK GRUNDOPIT 6V 
mini drill rig on site installing the road  
crossing  required by Argent Energy, a job 
that was completed in just one morning’s 
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COMPLEX IMPROVEMENTS CLOSE TO HOME 

R ochester, Minnesota, USA is 
experiencing a significant 

economic development initiative to 
position itself as a global destination for 
health and wellness. The US$5 billion 
Destination Medical Center (DMC) 
initiative began in 2014 and is being 
implemented over the next 20 years. 
With the growth comes a myriad of need 
for infrastructure expansion and capacity 
increases.  

The project region is divided into six 
sub-districts. The Downtown Waterfront 
Sub-District includes the Mayo Civic 
Center, the Rochester Public Library, 
and the Rochester-Olmsted Government 
Center; the Zumbro River connects all these facilities. They are positioned just one block east of 
Broadway Avenue, which is the main thoroughfare to downtown and the renowned Mayo Clinic. 

As part of the DMC project, the Rochester Public Works Department needed to improve a sanitary 
sewer along 1st Avenue SE to 2nd Street SE, the storm sewer along 2nd Street SE to 3rd Avenue SE, as 
well as a new siphon located from the 3rd Avenue SE Bridge from the Rochester-Olmsted 
Government Center to 2nd Street. The packaged result was the 1st Avenue SE Relief Sewer for the 
Government Siphon J7825 project design. Construction began in May 2019 and is anticipated for 
completion in July 2020. 

The project award went to prime contractor Lametti & Sons, Inc. of Hugo, Minnesota, which was 
established in 1953 and has been a long-time Akkerman customer. Lametti has been using tunnel 
boring machines, excavator boring shields and pilot tube guided boring equipment for trenchless 
installations for many decades. Their service offerings range from sanitary, storm, and water 
pipelines through trenchless new installation and rehabilitation services.  

One of the critical pieces of this project was a 393 linear feet (119.7 m) long, 36 in (915 mm) ID 
tunnel that runs northeast just feet from the side entrance to the Rochester-Olmsted Government 
Center, continuing under the Zumbro River to emerge to the siphon connection on the east side, 
across the street from the Rochester Public Library. The siphon casing was filled with two 8 in (200 
mm) diameter and one 10 in (250 mm) diameter HDPE siphon carrier pipes and then encased in 
cellular concrete.  

Matt Crawford P.E., Project Development Manager for the City of Rochester Public Works 
Department, described the need for a trenchless solution for the alignment. “During the design, we 
found that we had a dropping rock layer being replaced with sandy soils and cobbles and were 
challenged to find a crossing location that was of a consistent soil type.” Crawford explained. “The 
flood control walls limited the ability to open-cut the alignment and the costs would be significantly 
higher if the flood control walls, bike trails, and the river would have had to be modified. There 
were also space limitations that were considered, and it was determined that microtunnelling was the 
most cost-effective way to proceed.” 

“One of the biggest challenges for tunnel installation was groundwater control.” said Crawford. 
“We had sandy soils and fractured limestone that allowed the river and groundwater to move 
quickly.” 

While not very long, the tunnel design was complex and ran the gamut of varying ground 
conditions from flowing soil in a high-water table to rock. The final 15 linear feet (4.8 m) of the run 
required the MTBM to emerge into the reception shaft from a full-face of sandstone and dolostone 
up to one-third of the size of the internal diameter of the pipe and 30,000 psi compressive strength. 

Several trenchless civil construction services are in their wheelhouse, but up to this point, Lametti 
& Sons, Inc. had never undertaken a microtunnelling project. But, where there is a will, there is a 
way, and it is especially convenient if their preferred trenchless equipment manufacturer is a mere 
40 minutes away from the project site. Akkerman leased the contractor an MTBM system and 
provided field technicians to train their crew.  

Lametti crews mobilised to Rochester in May 2019 and began on open-cut storm and sanitary 
sewer construction.  

Microtunnelling was scheduled to begin in August 2019; however, an exceedingly wet fall 
(Autumn) led to project delays, which pushed the launch out until the week between Christmas and 
New Year’s Day. 

The delay meant mining in January, which is usually the coldest month of the year in Minnesota. 
Provisions had to be made to keep the slurry lines warm for slurry movement, and a wooden 
enclosure was erected around the slurry separation plant. 

Lametti Superintendent, Nick Cherveny commented: “Excavating 20 ft  (6 m) below river 
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elevation is a special kind of feat, especially when it is completed in the middle of a Minnesota 
winter, but we were committed to a quality installation which would meet the project deadline.” 

The SL38 system was delivered, and on December 31, the MTBM was launched from a 40 ft (12 
m) deep shaft on the east side of the Government Center.  

The control container, remote hydraulic power pack for auxiliary functions, a job trailer, pipe 
staging area, excavator, and slurry separation plant were all nestled in the narrow region between the 
Government Center and 3rd Avenue Bridge.   

The SL38 MTBM, although small in diameter, is mighty with a 75 hp water-cooled electric motor 
with VFD, equipped with a mixed-ground disc cutter head rated at 61 t for a full face, and capable 
of 54,000 ftlb of cutter head torque and 91,000 lb of steering load per cylinder (with 35,000 lb 
dictated by disc cutter load limit). The MTBM system was remotely controlled by the operator in 
Akkerman’s newest control container providing 250-HP, 575 V cutter head drive VFD, and three 
100 hp, 480 V pump VFDs for slurry movement. 

“The project required a lot of planning and labour.” said Cherveny. “Most of what we did was 
within moving water, so keeping things from freezing created a very complex situation.”  

Once mining was underway, pipe installation moved along swiftly. At the 100 ft (30 m) mark, the 
MTBM was under the river. At around the 170 linear feet (52 m) the MTBM started to encounter 
consistent pockets of rock. At the 260 linear feet (79 m) mark, production was intentionally slowed 
down to allow for the completion of the reception shaft. At 290 linear feet (88 m) the MTBM was 
encountering a full-face of rocks, including limestone.  

At the set of pipe number 32, evidence of timber coming back through the slurry lines made 
everyone a bit nervous. The wood was later identified as belonging to an old wooden floodwall that 
was buried 35 ft (10 m) below the existing grade. 

“Wood fibres have the potential to clog up the intake ports and slurry lines.” explained Cherveny. 
“It could have stopped the tunnelling for an extended period, but the MTBM was able to drill 
through it without stall.” 

After two weeks, on a day featuring -10oF (-23oC) temperatures, the MTBM reached the reception 
shaft wall at the necessary grade. The Lametti crew expressed pride and satisfaction in their 
contribution to the DMC initiative.  

Cherveny concluded: “The partnership between Akkerman and their innovative microtunnelling 
equipment, combined with Lametti’s underground experience, made this project’s success very 
gratifying.” Website: www.akkerman.com 
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ISLAND HYPED UP 

T hanks to trenchless technology, 
electrical power on the North Sea 

island of Sylt will soon only flow 
underground.  Schleswig-Holstein 
Networks AG (SH Netz) has invested an 
impressive €16.5 million to optimise the 
power supply and to dismantle more than 
7 km of 60,000 volt overhead lines. For 
the new underground supply, a 15 km 
long, 110 KV power line weighing 
around 800 t was installed through the 
bottom of the North Sea and continued 
from there via a new high-voltage land 
cable to the transformer station on the 
island in Keitum. The installation of the 
carrier pipes for the connection of the sea 
cable in the mudflats and the power 
cables on the island was a task for the No
-Dig professionals from German 
contractor Paasch, which mainly applied the HDD method for the task. 

 
TRENCHLESS TECHNOLOGY PROTECTS NATURAL HERITAGE 
Sylt is Germany‘s fourth largest island, situated near the coast of Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark 
and is a very popular holiday destination. Close to 18,000 inhabitants share an area of 99 km2 with 
an average of three quarters of a million holidaymakers per year. Half of this area is typical the 
North Friesland nature reserve with miles of sandy beaches, high dunes and a species-rich flora and 
fauna which is under strict protection. Therefore Paasch proposed to use trenchless construction to 
install the carrier pipes on the island, when these tasks were tendered. The pipeline production 
company from Bremervörde has often applied this trenchless method successfully on numerous 
occasions in other coastal regions and was able to convince the client about the economic and 
ecological advantages. 
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The Grundodrill carrying out the offshore pilot bore 
for installing a 355 mm o.d. carrier pipe.  
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After all construction and nature 
conservation approvals had been granted, 
the pipe installation was ready to begin in 
early summer 2019 in Keitum. To ensure 
that the World Heritage Site and breeding 
migratory birds were not disturbed, all 
work was accompanied and monitored by 
a natural conservation society 
representative.  

 
CHALLENGING ROUTES  
The route through the sensitive eco-
system for a total of 2,100 m of power 
cable was divided into several sections 
and was a real challenge. On its way from 
the transfer point from the undersea cable 
in the mudflats to the Keitum transformer 
station, it crossed forests, wetlands, salt 
marshes and the Hindenburg Dam, which 
connects Sylt with the mainland. With 
the exception of undercrossing a railway embankment, all bores were carried out using the HDD 
method, using a GRUNDODRILL 18ACS from Tracto-Technik. In order to accommodate the sea 
cable, a 150 m long, 355 mm o.d. PE pipe had to be installed, from the mudflats. Ashore the power 
cable was divided into three lines, so that three 160 mm o.d. pipes had to be drawn in from the 
transfer point. Three further 50 mm o.d. carrier pipes for the future accommodation of fibre optic 
and telecommunication cables over 250 m length up to a railway embankment were installed in the 
same bundle. Behind the railway embankment, a bundle of 6 pipes had to be continued along to the 
transformer station. 

 
MASTERING THE CHALLENGES  
The bore crew worked its way forward from the transformer station towards the mudflats. First of 
all, in May 2019, a pipe bundle 3 x 160 mm o.d. pipes along with 3 x 50 mm o.d. pipes was installed 
over a total distance of 975 m in eight sections from the transformer station, parallel to the railway 
tracks towards the railway embankment. Then followed a 450 m section from the railway 
embankment to the coast, completed in three single bores. The flexible GRUNDODRILL 18ACS 
and the contractors HDD professionals mastered these tasks throughout without any problems. 
However, the difficult part was still to come. The eight-man team took on the trickiest of the HDD 
bores in the first days of June: the installation of the 355 mm o.d. carrier conduit to accommodate 

the undersea cable in the mudflats up to the 
transfer point. Special care was required 
here. The tides only allowed work at low 
tide and parts of the mud flats were not to be 
entered or loaded at all by vehicles. The 150 
m long pilot bore ran smoothly, but when 
pulling in the pipe the floating dredger 
which was supposed to hold the heavy PE 
pipe, sank into the soft ground and work had 
to be stopped for some time. A diving boat 
took over the dredger’s job later and the 355 
mm diameter pipe could be finally pulled in. 
When some time later the pipe bundle was 
passed through the railway embankment in 
just one night, the new carrier pipe path on 
the island was complete. Then, in October 
the sea cable was installed from the 
mainland up to the island coast by a large 
cable plough. After the connection to the 
land cable, the power supply on Sylt is 
secured for the long term and the more than 
60-year-old overhead lines can be 
dismantled.  
Website: www.tracto-technik.com 
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Detection of the bore head during the pilot bore 
through the sensitive ecosystem of the mudflats at 
low tide. 

Ashore the undersea power cable was  
divided into three land-side lines. 
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INSTALLATION OF AN IMPREGLINER IN A SMALL LAKE 

I n the community of Mönsheim near 
Pforzheim, Germany unusual circumstances 

for installing a DN 800 pipe liner from iMPREG 
GmbH arose for the construction team from 
Rossaro Kanaltechnik GmbH u. Co. KG. In 
terms of logistics and technology, the 
requirements were far from being an everyday 
challenge. 

Good planning and preparation of the 
construction site were fundamental for the 
rehabilitation project using an iMPREGLiner 
GL16. This was the responsibility Kirn 
Ingenieure in Pforzheim. A number of days in 
advance, it was necessary to drain and treat the 
water of the (Blautopf) lake. A pedestal was set 
up in order that the 11.0 mm thick, GL16 DN 
800 liner, with a length of 35 m, and 2t weight , 
could be inserted at the same height as that of the 
pipe being rehabilitated. So that the team from 
Rossaro Kanaltechnik GmbH u. Co. KG could 
safely enter the lake, scaffolding from a bridge 
into the lake also had to be set up. 

Utmost haste was required for this 
rehabilitation project. The conduit and sole 
outflow of the Blautopf lake was severely 
damaged and deformed, and was therefore on the 
verge of collapsing. If this scenario has arisen, 
there would no longer have been an outflow for 
the water, and the adjacent houses would have 
been flooded. 

 
CHALLENGING END MANHOLE 
On the installation day, a large truck crane was in use early in the morning. This had to convey the 
large, 2t crate with the iMPREGLiner and packer from the bridge over the lake installation site. 
Temperatures were close to freezing. Only after the truck crane had driven away was it possible to 
get started and bring the UV system into position. One challenge was the end manhole. This was 
inaccessible for a cable winch, because the manhole could be reached only via an accessible garage 
roof. In the inaccessible end shaft, which was approximately 6 m deep, for inserting the liner a bend 
of approximately 20° was built in to a manhole another 13 m away. 

 
TRENCHLESS AND TIME-SAVING 
A trenchless sewer rehabilitation process was the first choice. The process made a time-saving 
installation possible, and excavation works and diversion of traffic were avoided. The 
iMPREGLiner was tailor-made in the factory-impregnated and arrived at the construction site in 
Mönsheim punctually and fully ready to install. The gliding foil provided ensured that the liner was 
inserted without damage. During this process, curing by means of a UV light chain was recorded 
and video-monitored by camera. The good handling properties of the iMPREGLiner simplified the 
work for the application team. 

 
EXPERIENCE AND GOOD PREPARATION 
WERE KEY 
All participants indicated that they were very 
satisfied after the rehabilitation project. “Thanks to 
the experience and incredible cooperation within the 
team, and the optimum preparation of the 
construction site, the installation went swiftly and 
without problems.” said project manager Sven 
Coumont in praise of all participants. The 
experience and support provided by iMPREG 
GmbH through its application technologist also 
contributed to the conclusion of the rehabilitation 
within one working day. Website: www.impreg.de 

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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The launch site for the liner  
rehabilitation with the liner crate being low-
ered into place. 

Preparing the liner for installation. 
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SOLVING MULTIPLE ROOT INGRESS EVENTS 

S cott Hooper of NTX Plumbing in North Dallas, Texas, 
USA got a call from a local Pizza restaurant with a 

problem. They had a 40 ft (12 m) long cast iron pipe that 
was experiencing continued back-ups forcing the restaurant 
to shut down operations until the clog was cleared and 
draining again. The restaurant owner had tried 3 different 
drain cleaning contractors who tried to solve the problem by 
cleaning the pipe and for a few months, the sewer drained. 
Then the roots grew back plugging the line again. The three 
cleaning contractors offered no other solution than to clear 
the line with a jetter.  

After inserting its Pipe Lining Supply inspection camera in 
the pipeline, Scott realised that he needed to educate the 
building owner by pointing out root problems along with the 
scale building on the walls of the pipe that the jetter did not 
remove. Showing the owner this and offering a permanent 
solution was what the owner wanted and gave NXT 
Plumbing the go-ahead to fix it. Scott explained that NXT 
would remove the scale and roots with a Renssi high-speed 
cable machine with the Pipe Lining Supply camera attached 
to see what was happening as the crew opened and descaled 
the pipe. Upon descaling they found the bottom of the pipe 
missing over about 1 in (25 mm) of the pipe which let the 
roots ingress unobstructed. The Renssi High-Speed Cable 
Machine made quick work of the cleaning process.  

The Pipe Lining Supply Technical Rep was asked to help decide which rehabilitation method 
would be best. The pipeline had multiple tie-ins and went from cast iron to PVC pipe over the 
length. The Quik-Coating process appeared to be the best choice as the pipe bottom would need 
rebuilding and the branch lines made of PVC pipe that tied in needed to be sealed to prevent roots 
from penetrating at those points. The crack was filled with the Quik-Coating resin system then brush 
coated to form a monolithic coating inside the old pipe giving it another 50+ years of service. The 
coating is applied in coats building to a 3 mm thickness. Analysing, cleaning, descaling, and coating 
was accomplished overnight with no disruption to the restaurant and with no closure to Pizza Hut. 
The owner was so pleased with the outcome they asked the contractor to clean and coat the rest of 
the drain, waste and vent pipelines in the restaurant. Website: www.pipeliningsupply.com  

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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Preparing to Quik-Coat the  
frequently blocked pipe at the 
Pizza restaurant. Inset: The pipe 
before and after coating. 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL GROUT FILLING PROJECT ON THE A14 

A s part of the major Highways England scheme to improve the A14 between Cambridge and 
Huntingdon, Steve Vick International (SVI) was involved in the diversion of a section of 

intermediate pressure gas mains work undertaken by tRIIO and Morrison Utility Services for 
Highways and their principle contractors (The A14 integrated delivery team). 

SVI Contract Services provided grout filling operations to fill the annular space between the 
concrete sleeve and the new gas main which ran under the busy dual carriageway at several sites, as 
well as beneath individual junctions with B roads and tracks.  

During the delivery of the diversions the A14 IDT had decided to install several sleeves on the 
projects to mitigate any possible delays. tRIIO laid the new 8 in (200 mm) diameter Steel IP gas 
main through the previously installed 450 mm diameter concrete sleeves using spacers to suspend 
the pipe so that when the annulus was grouted the mixture would completely surround the installed 
steel pipe. It was decided due to the size of the sleeve and the area that needed filling within the 
sleeves to use a cementitious grout filler rather than foam in order to maintain the pipes strength and 
structure and prevent the sleeve cracking in the future and thus ensure the integrity of the road 
surface.  

SUPPORT EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES  
& SERVICES 

For General Information on Support Equipment & Accessories click here 
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The SVI grouting team onsite on the A14 project. 
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The sleeves ranged from 10 m to 100 m long and SVI calculated the grout requirements for each 
sleeve including the amount of water required. 

The SVI Contract Service team arrived the day before the job to install ENDSEALS™ at either end 
of the pipe to be filled. The quick cure grout was mixed on site in a purpose built machine and 
pumped into the sleeve via a fill tube in the ENDSEALS™. The mix and injection machine can be 
sited up to 30 m away depending on site conditions. As the grout is gravity fed, rather than pumped 
under pressure, this helps safety compliance as there are no issues with pressurisation. Filling the 
100 m of concrete sleeve took around three hours. Although the technique is quite labour intensive 
the cost benefits over the traditional methods are quite significant. 

Steve Clarke from tRIIO commented: “The Steve Vick International team were extremely 
knowledgeable and provided us with a competitive quote which offered good value for money. SVI 
operatives and plant attended site on various occasions to complete the grouting. The work they 
carried out was done in a professional manner and to a high standard.”   

 
SELF-SUFFICIENT OPERATION 
With large quantities of water being required to mix the grout, SVI use tankers which hold 20,000 l 
and, if necessary, transport water to the fill site in bowsers.   

“Having a supply of water and a diesel-powered rig means that we are self-sufficient on site.” said 
Mike Hall, SVI’s Contract Development Manager. “Furthermore, because the mix and inject rig is 
compact enough to be operated from the back of our vehicles, we are able to continue working even 
when it rains.” he added. 

Steve Clarke of Morrison Utility Services commented: “We were delighted with the work Steve 
Vick International carried out for us on this project. The gravity fed grout offered a safe and cost-
effective solution to filling the annular space and will prevent the sleeve cracking in the future.” 

SVI also carried out several void filling projects for K&S Pipe Contractors and Terra Firma 
Pipeline Ltd as part of the A14 scheme.   

SVI has a rich history of working on a variety of grouting projects for different industries. The 
company has used grout to fill old fuel lines on the air side of Heathrow Airport where the airplanes 
taxi and have also completed a number of railway projects such as the A2 railway crossing in 
Dartford where grout was used to fill the annular space in a 120 m long length of pipe. The A14 
improvement scheme, which involves 21 miles of roads, is due for completion in 2020. Website: 
www.stevevick.com 

 
 

WRc APPROVES NORDISK BLOCKERS 

F ollowing extensive testing, Nordisk TX11 
Rat Blockers, supplied in the UK by 

Source One Environmental (S1E), are now 
WRc Approved. According to S1E they have 
become the first product of their type to 
achieve this industry-leading approval. 

“The Nordisk TX11 Rat Blocker has gone 
through extensive robust scientific testing to 
demonstrate it can do what is claimed. 
Installers of this blocker can be confident that 
they have chosen a well-engineered fitting that 
has been approved by an industry recognised 
test house and buyers can have confidence that 
they have chosen a quality product.” stated 
Jonathan Badger, Technical Manager, WRc. 

Glenn Cartledge, MD of distributors S1E 
agreed, saying: “This approval sets the 
Nordisk rat blockers apart from others in the 
market and confirms the exceptional quality 
and performance that this product offers. It 
complements the other ranges of independently 
tested and accredited products that S1E stocks, 
as we continue to focus on providing the best 
tools that contractors can use.”  

Rat blockers are installed within a pipeline and prevent entry past them whilst allowing the 
continued flow of waste from the drainage system. Already the benchmark rat blocker, the Nordisk 
TX11 is the world leader with more than 100,000 installations globally and stringent European 
approvals. It is manufactured in acid resistant 316 stainless steel for a long life. Designed for easy 
installation, it can be positioned from the surface using the specially designed installation pole. 

S1E stocks the product in the UK in sizes from DN100 to DN300. Website: www.s1e.co.uk  
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UKSTT NEWS 
‘MINI’ MASTERCLASS SERIES 
During this time when events are being postponed and meetings in person are out of the question, UKSTT has set up a new 

initiative by offering ‘Mini’ masterclasses free of charge via a webinar link. These webinars will last approximately 1 hour with 
time afterwards for a Q & A session with the presenters.  

The inaugural ‘Mini’ was focussed on ‘Sewer Rehabilitation’ and took place on Wednesday 29 April at 11:00am. Further 
‘minis’ are currently being organised and dates will be circulated shortly.  

All UKSTT members are invited to submit topics of ‘minis’ they would like to take part in whether it be in a delegate capacity 
or as a presenter. Please email admin@ukstt.org.uk for further information. 

 
 
UKSTT TECHNICAL ENQUIRY SERVICE  
Have you ever considered using trenchless techniques within your project but not sure if they would be suitable?  
The UKSTT website has a dedicated link for visitors to raise any technical enquiries they may have concerning trenchless 

technology and whether it may be applicable to any specific project:  https://www.ukstt.org.uk/technical-enquiry/.  
UKSTT has a team dedicated to answering the enquiries submitted and if further assistance is required, whether it be needing a 

team to complete a project or a company who manufactures or supplies a product or equipment, then we have an extensive list of 
Corporate members only too happy to help.   

For all your trenchless solutions and latest news visit the UKSTT website: https://www.ukstt.org.uk/ 
 
 
UKSTT FREE WEBINAR PLATFORM 
UKSTT invites all corporate members to make use of the society’s webinar platform free of charge. This initiative has been set 

up to provide our members with an opportunity to share their news and inform people of their products and services while at the 
same time being able to communicate via chat boxes and Q & A features.   

Members, Vac-Ex, Plowman Craven & Picote Solutions, have already held successful webinars and we are in the process of 
scheduling more throughout the year.  

If you are a corporate member of the UKSTT and would like to take advantage of this new member benefit please contact Lynn 
Maclachlan at 01926 513773 or email admin@ukstt.org.uk 

 
 
UKSTT AWARDS 2020 
The UKSTT Awards are the premier opportunity to showcase your achievements in trenchless projects 

and innovative products and technologies. If you have an interesting trenchless project or have developed 
innovative solutions for use in trenchless works, entering for the USKTT Awards provides the opportunity 
to show the industry and its customers what you have achieved. You do not have to be a UKSTT member, 
entry is free and open to all. Project entries may be in the UK or Ireland, or overseas if undertaken by a UK 
company. International companies may enter their UK or Irish projects.  

There are eight (8) Award categories. Seven (7) are judged by a panel of independent experts with 
significant experience and knowledge of the industry. The remaining category, the very special Young 
Professional Award, is judged by the UKSTT Chair. This Award is open to young professionals from any 
part of the industry and it is a great pleasure to see the quality, ingenuity and enthusiasm of the candidates 
for this Award – they are the future of our industry. For more details see below. 

The Award categories are: 
 Young Professional 
 Innovative Product 
 New Installation Project – Energy & Communications Sector  
 New Installation Project – Water & Wastewater Sector 
 Renovation Project – Energy & Communications Sector 
 Renovation Project - Water & Wastewater Sector 
 Environmental 
 Application of Digital Technology 

UKSTT welcomes entries in all the categories but would like to encourage more entries into the newly introduced Energy & 
Communication and Application of Digital Technology categories. 

More information about the Awards, and how to enter, can be found at: https://www.ukstt.org.uk/ukstt-awards/  
Be in it to win it! 
 
 
YOUNG PROFESSIONAL AWARD - CALL FOR ENTRIES.. 
Every year, the UKSTT presents the winner of the ‘Young Professional’ category with a £2,000 bursary to help fund their 

travel and accommodation to any part of the world, allowing them to undertake further research into their chosen area of 
Trenchless Technology. The Society recognises the need to encourage the work that young professionals are bringing to the 
industry and are keen to recognise this at the awards ceremony. 

Young Professionals (<30 years) are asked to submit a 1,500 word entry that best demonstrates their contribution to the field of 
Trenchless Technology. UKSTT will be looking for evidence of an understanding of Trenchless Technology, the individual’s 
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contribution made, the quality of the submission and the candidate’s vision for the future of Trenchless Technology. An 
application form and judging criteria can be found on the website: https://www.ukstt.org.uk/ukstt-awards/ 

 
 
 

UKSTT MEMBERS NEWS 
METROLINK DRAINAGE SUPPORT NEARS FINAL STOP 
A decade of drainage services delivered by Lanes Group plc during the 

building of Manchester’s Metrolink tram service is approaching the end of 
the line. Drainage engineers based at the Lanes depot in Eccles, Greater 
Manchester, UK have been working on the new Trafford Park Line which 
is nearing completion. 

The opening of the line, due to happen on 22 March 2020, will mark the 
end of a 10-year £2 billion expansion programme which has added 70 km 
of track and created a tram network with 99 stations. Lanes has provided 
drainage teams to support the construction of five extensions to the 
Metrolink tram network since 2010. 

The £350 million Trafford Park Line has six new stops along 5.5 km of 
track running from Pomona to the Trafford Centre through Trafford Park, 
Europe's largest industrial estate. It has been built by MPT, a consortium of 
Laing O’Rourke, VolkerRail and Thales and will be operated on behalf of 
Transport for Greater Manchester by KeolisAmey. 

Lanes Business Development Manager Simon Roberts has been responsible for overseeing service delivery for almost all the 
drainage work carried out by Lanes. He said: “We have delivered tens of thousands of hours of drainage work, over hundreds of 
shifts and just about every service in the Lanes locker to support the Metrolink expansion. In terms of the creation of a vital 
public service used by millions of people, it has been a very rewarding experience for me and for Lanes as a business.” 

Metrolink clocked up 43.7 million passenger journeys in 2018/19, up 6.1% year-on-year, a figure due to be surpassed over the 
next 12 months with the opening of the Trafford Park Line. 

Lanes drainage teams have been commissioned to delivery multiple services throughout each stage of the building process. 
Before construction could begin on each phase, extensive asset surveying work was needed, including mapping the position and 
condition of all surface water drains, culverts and foul sewers. 

Over the decade, this involved Lanes submitting CCTV drainage survey reports for many thousands of metres of wastewater 
pipes along each route. The same pipes also had to be cleaned using high pressure water jetting delivered by Lanes jet vac tankers 
to remove silt, debris and any residual construction materials. They then had to be surveyed again as the tram lines were installed 
to ensure sewer service reconnections were made correctly and the tram’s drainage pipes were in good working order. 

Where necessary, sewers and culverts also had to be repaired or strengthened using No-Dig cured in place pipe (CIPP) lining 
technology, also delivered by Lanes. This has been important where tram lines cross sewers. The tramlines are laid on a bed of 
concrete, adding to the pressure placed on belowground utility services. By installing resin-impregnated glass-reinforced liners in 
these sections of sewer, creating a new pipe within a pipe, their structural strength could be increased.  

In the last tranche of drainage work, Lanes teams have been completing pre-adoption CCTV drainage surveys at the Trafford 
Centre, the final stop on the Trafford Park Line. They have also been cleaning and surveying sewers associated with a park and 
ride car park at the new Parkway stop, also on behalf of MPT. 

 
 
VIRTUAL REALITY TRAINING WINS WATER INDUSTRY AWARD 
Drainage and utility specialist Lanes Group plc has won a 

coveted water industry innovation award for its development of 
what is believed to be the world’s first virtual reality team 
training theatre. The company has won the Institute of Water of 
Innovation Award 2020 for the South East Region for leading the 
development of virtual reality (VR) capability in a 360o video 
theatre. 

Lanes is now using the VR training theatre, in Slough, 
Berkshire, to allow wastewater engineers working for Thames 
Water to test their knowledge and skills together as a team by 
participating in training games in a virtual world. 

The Institute of Water, the main professional body for the water 
industry, said the standard of entries had been extremely high, but 
the development, by Lanes, of a people-driven innovation was 
timely for the water industry and had clearly generated significant 
benefits. 

The immersive VR training system will now compete against other regional winners for the national Institute of Water 
Innovation Award. 

Lanes has been the first company in the world to use an Igloo cylindrical video theatre for training. It has now gone a step 
further to add VR capability, creating a new technology it calls Shared VR in Igloo. The training games replace conventional 
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class-based learning, allowing colleagues to test their knowledge and skills in a safe but highly realistic environment before they 
need to use them for real. 

Lanes Director Andy Brierley said: “It’s fantastic that the Institute of Water has recognised what is an exciting and new training 
resource for us and an exciting new training experience for our teams. Shared VR in Igloo is allowing us to develop high impact 
results through gamification of training that is already transforming our ability to create skilled, engaged and safe operational 
teams fit for the 21st Century and beyond.” 

Lanes is the wastewater network services maintenance partner for Thames Water, which shared the cost of investing in the 
Igloo theatre. Its sophisticated 4K projection system makes participants feel they are immersed right into the centre of the action. 

Now it is VR-enabled, Lanes wastewater engineers can enter the 7 m-wide facility and take part in training games by 
interacting with a digitally generated virtual environment called Thames World. 

Two training games have been developed so far, one to develop skills and knowledge for dealing with drain blockages and the 
latest to train teams to set up safe traffic management. More are planned, including pollution control and confined space entry. 

James Brewer, Learning and Development Specialist for Lanes on the Thames Water contract, said: “New training games will 
be developed in line with operational priorities. For example, working on highways is one of the biggest risks for any utilit y 
services provider. Therefore, it made sense for us to use this powerful new technology to develop training that will counter those 
risks and help keep our teams, other road users and pedestrians safe while we work. The highly-immersive experience of Shared 
VR training games is designed to be attractive to a new generation of colleagues who are very familiar with gaming technology. 
VR training has been shown to have an 80% higher retention rate compared with conventional training. Through Shared VR in 
Igloo, we have the potential here to accelerate and deepen the learning of skills and behaviours that are vital to our operations.” 

The traffic management training game requires trainees to select the right traffic management set up for operating in two 
different highway scenarios - one a rural road, the other an urban one. In both cases, two options can be selected: work on a 
straight section of road or on a junction. 

The game challenges trainees to make decisions relating to risk assessment, safe positioning of vehicles, barrier and cone 
deployment, sign set-up and team communication. Key variables, such as the position of bus stops, and safety-related road 
markings, change each time the game is played to present players with new challenges. 

Teams taking part receive Thames Water gold coins for identifying specific hazards and their performance is scored. This 
allows Lanes to set pass rates, to introduce team competition, and monitor the progress of both teams and individuals in their 
training development. 

Shared VR in Igloo has been made possible by the integration, for the first time, of VR headset software with the Igloo’s 
projection system. 

Lanes commissioned VR specialist Myriad Global Media to work with Igloo Vision, which designs and manufactures the video 
theatres, to make this happen. 

Shared VR in Igloo is a key part in a range of training, safety, people development and wellbeing initiatives developed by 
Lanes to improve staff retention and resilience, develop operational capability and underpin outstanding customer service.   

The technology is already attracting interest across the world, with other utility companies, banks and manufacturers among the 
organisations now considering how they, too, can use Shared VR in Igloo. 

Andy Brierley said: “VR using headsets is an excellent training tool. But it allows just one person to train in the virtual space at 
a time. Shared VR in Igloo is a real game-changer. For the first time, our teams can train together in a virtual world, supporting 
team learning and team building. We can also bring together colleagues from different parts of our operation, field workers and 
office staff, so they get to understand each other’s roles and work together to develop better ways to deliver excellent customer 
service. That is incredibly powerful for us because the safety and customer excellence of our services depends on great team 
delivery.”  
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NAT 2020 CANCELLED FOR YOUR SAFETY 

T he organiser of NAT 2020 which was 
due to take place between 7 and 10 

June in Nashville, Tennessee, USA has 
announced that it has been cancelled. It is 
with the safety of all involved, coupled 
with the uncertainty of what business and 
travel environments will look like in June, 
that the difficult decision to cancel this 
important event was made. 

One of the core values of the UCA of 
SME (The Underground Construction 
Association Of The Society for Mining, 
Metallurgy & Exploration Inc.) is health 
and safety, so it is even more critical that 
the organisation took measures to stay 
true to its principles and lead the way in 
these uncertain times.  

It is not the outcome planned for and the 
organisers said that they were saddened 
that they would not see participants in 
Nashville. However, the UCA staff is 
working on potential virtual options to 
offer. Further information on this is 
expected soon. 

UCA of SME promised a risk-free 
registration and here is how it is 
honouring that promise: 

 Registration refunds – The 
organiser is working to 
process refunds as soon as 
possible and asks that 
registrants to please be 
patient during this time. 

 Hotel refunds – If 
accommodation has been 
booked though the hotel 
block the reservation will 
automatically cancel at no 
charge. If accommodation 
was booked through a third-
party site, individuals will 
need to cancel that 
reservation. 

NAT conference proceedings will be 
available in May through the UCA 
bookstore details of which will be 
emailed to participants. Those interested 
can find other online technical resources 
from UCA including webinars, eBooks 
and papers, including access to 
OneTunnel.org, at ucaofsmenet.org. UCA 
of SME remains committed to 
professional development, wherever you 
are. 

Looking forward, UCA of SME knows 
the current situation will not last, so asks 
that potential participants mark calendars 
for the Cutting Edge Conference which is 
scheduled to be  between held 9 and 11 
November, 2020 in Dallas, Texas, USA 
and for RETC which is scheduled to be 
held between 13 and 16 June, 2021 in Las 
Vegas, USA. Website: 
www.natconference.com/COVID 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
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2020 
May 5-7 (POSTPONED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
CONCERNS - please visit the event webpage for any new 
information) 
The Australian Water Association’s Ozwater’20 - 
Adelaide, South Australia 
Details from: http://www.ozwater.org/ 
 

May 20-21 (POSTPONED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
CONCERNS - please visit the event webpage for any new 
information) 
Trenchless Technology Road Show - Niagara Falls, 
Canada. 
Details from: www.eiseverywhere.com/website/3787/home/ 
 

June 4 (POSTPONED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
CONCERNS - please contact the event organiser for any 
new information) 
UKSTT MASTERCLASS - Utility Mapping & Detection 
- National Motorcycle Musuem, Birmingham, UK 
Details from: admin@ukstt.org.uk 
 

June 7-10 (CANCELLED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
CONCERNS - please contact the event organiser for any 
new information) 
Nat 2020 - Nashville, USA 
Details from: www.natconference.com/COVID 
 

June 14 - 19 (POSTPONED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
CONCERNS - please visit the event webpage for new date 
information) 
The 18th International Conference on Ground Penetrating 
Radar (GPR 2020) - Golden, Colorado, USA 
Details from: https://gpr2020.csmspace.com/ 
 

June 18 
Trenchless Romania 2020 (POSTPONED DUE TO 
CORONAVIRUS CONCERNS - please visit the event 
webpage for new date information) - Bucharest, Romania . 
Details from: http://trenchless-romania.com/ 
 

August 30 - September 3 
Near Surface Geoscience’20 - Belgrade Serbia 
Details from: www.eage.org 
 

September 8-10 
ECWATECH/No-Dig Moscow - Moscow, Russia. 
Details from: www.ecwatech.ru/en-gb.html 
 

September 15-17 
No-Dig Live 2020 - Peterborough, UK. 
Details from: www.nodiglive.co.uk 
Includes on 16 September the UKSTT Gala Dinner and 
Awards ceremony 2020 
 

September 21 -23  
Plastic Pipes XX - Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Details from: eva@evacon.hu 
 

September 26-28 (NEW DATE DELAYED FROM APRIL 
10-12, 2020 DUE TO CORONAVIRUS CONCERNS) 
China International Trenchless Technology Conference - 
Qingdao City, China. 
Details from: www.cstt.org.cn/Yhome/Index/index.html 
 

October 19-21 
No-Dig North 2020 - Vancouver, Canada. 
Details from: www.nodignorth.ca 
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November 9-11 
Cutting Edge Conference - Dallas, USA  
Details from: www.ucaofsmecuttingedge.com 
 

November 17-18  
Trenchless Asia 2020 featuring the ISTT International  
No-Dig - Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Details from: www.trenchlessasia.com 
 

November 24-27 
bauma China - Shanghai, China 
Details from: www.bauma-china.com 
 
 

2021 
April 19-25 
RO-KA-TECH 2021 - Kessel, Germany. 
Details from: www.vdrk.de 
 

June 13-16 
RETC - Las Vegas, USA. 
Details from: www.retc.org 
 

October 13-14 
8th NSTT No-Dig Event - Nijkerk, The Netherlands. 
Details from: www.no-dig-event.com 
 
 

2022 
June 17-24 
North American Tunneling Conference (NAT) 2022  - 
Philadelphia, USA. 
Details from: http://natconference.com/ 
 
 
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would 

like to add it to this listing please forward details to: 
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk 

 
PLEASE NOTE - ALL POSTPONMENTS AND 

CANCELLATIONS DUR TO CORONAVIRUS ARE 
BELIEVED TO BE CORRECT AS OF THE DATE OF 

PUBLICATION.  
PLEASE CHECK EVENT WEBSITES FOR ANY 
FURTHER UPDATES, CANCELLATIONS OR 

POSTPONMENTS BEFORE CONSIDERING YOUR 
TRAVEL OPTIONS. 

STAY SAFE! 
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