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BREAKING NEW GROUND WITH TRENCHLESS WORKS 

W estrade Group and NoDig Media 
Services are thrilled to share the news 

that they has entered into a cooperation 
agreement whereby WTG will manage and 
publish, under licence, the industry bible 
Trenchless Works. Trenchless Works, first 
published in 2006, will sit in the Westrade 
Group portfolio, and both organisations are 
pleased to announce the January 2021 
launch of www.trenchless-works.com, the 
new multimedia platform bringing the 
trenchless industry the very best in news, 
opinion and information from across the UK 
and internationally.  

Further to this, both organisations are also 
pleased to announce that Trenchless Works 
has been appointed as the as the official 
magazine and media partner of UKSTT 
(The United Kingdom Society for 
Trenchless Technology). 

The agreement signals a momentous yet very welcome shift for the international trenchless 
community which gains a forward thinking, united media presence that reflects the dynamic and 
innovative industry they represent. Trenchless Works, under this new arrangement, will be 
distributed to a staggering 35,000 readers. In the meantime, however, Westrade Group will be 
unveiling exciting marketing plans featuring webinars, online conferences, and advertising 
opportunities. 

Paul Harwood, Managing Director of Westrade Group, commented: “Ian and I have long since 
ruminated over the potential opportunities that such a co-operation could bring so we are thrilled to 
finally be bringing that plan to fruition.  Westrade Group, with its extensive portfolio of trenchless 
events including Trenchless Asia, Trenchless Middle East and No-Dig Live, is in a unique position 
to deliver this superb content to a truly global audience through its media division, with 
www.trenchless-works.com becoming the focal point. 

Ian Clark, Owner of NoDig Media Services and Editor of Trenchless Works, added:  “I am 
delighted to be able to join forces with Paul and his team at Westrade Group in a co-operation 
agreement which can only enhance Trenchless Works’ current offering and which allows me to 
really focus on my real passion - the editorial side of the business.  Westrade’s name has become 
synonymous with the trenchless market over the years and was therefore the obvious choice to 
expand readership and realise the magazine’s content potential. 

Dawn Greig, Chairperson of UKSTT, concluded:  “The news of this partnership will be welcomed 
by all our members and enable the exceptional content on offer in Trenchless Works to be accessible 
to the trenchless community, regardless of geography.”  

 
 

VORTEX COMPANIES LAUNCHES NEW BUSINESS UNIT 
Vortex Companies, LLC, which claims to be the fastest growing trenchless infrastructure solutions 
provider in the USA, launched Vortex Technology Group, LLC to support its recent acquisition of 
proprietary Cured-In-Place-Pipe (CIPP) sensor technology developed to verify the curing process of 
the popular relining system. “This sensor technology has, and will continue to, significantly improve 
installation quality control and offer peace-of-mind to project owners and contractors alike, knowing 
that their CIPP liner is properly cured and installed.” stated Mike Vellano, CEO of the Vortex 
Companies. 

Vortex Companies acquired the intellectual property and assets of the CMS (Curing Monitoring 
System) from OSSCAD GmbH & Co. KG,  a developer of optical sensor technology based in 
Germany. “The CMS software is designed to capture and record a thermal temperature reading, 
incrementally, along the entire length of the liner.” stated Prof Dr Ulrich Glombitza, inventor of the 
technology and Managing Director of OSSCAD. “With such data the contractors may adjust and 
control the curing temperature to lower power consumption, reduce cold spots and prevent curing 
irregularity.” he added. 

Even as trenchless rehabilitation methods continue to evolve and expand, accurate inspection data 
verifying the quality and completeness of the project has lagged. “The CMS technology and its 
powerful reporting software is a game changer in the industry and a natural fit for our customers.” 
added Vellano. “It benefits both the contractor and project owner and will improve quality while 
mitigating cost.” 
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The CMS technology, which is currently sold and marketed under the names VeriCure and Zia 
Systems, will still be available through existing channels. However, it will be rebranded over the 
next 60 to 90 days to protect CMS patents and stave off copycat specifications and technology 
development. CMS is currently patented in 19 countries, including the United States. 

“We are proud to be at the forefront of driving change in the trenchless rehab industry, especially 
across technologies as foundational as CIPP. The CMS technology offers the building blocks for the 
vast adoption of underground construction sensors and next generation trenchless automation and 
robotics.” said Andrew Gonnella, EVP of Products at Vortex Companies. “Our team is well 
positioned and eager to support the CMS product and will be immediately focused on creating 
market access, supporting customers with field training and driving the development of adjacent 
technologies.”  

Located in Bergisch Gladbach, Germany, OSSCAD (Optical Sensor Systems Consulting And 
Development) was founded by Prof Dr Ulrich Glombitza in 2007. OSSCAD is a developer of turn-
key applications and solutions utilising  spatially distributed sensor technology and has developed 
cable monitoring systems and software for the energy, water and sewer renovation markets. 
Websites: www.vortexcompanies.com or www.osscad.eu 

 
 

SURVEY REVEALS COVID-19 IMPACT ON WATER SUPPLY CHAIN 

L arge parts of the UK water and wastewater supplier community have seen a fall in business 
turnover during the Covid-19 pandemic, according to findings of a British Water impact survey, 

published on 25 November. 
While the decrease had been slight for 41% of supply chain respondents, for nearly 30% it had 

been significant, with a third of businesses furloughing ‘many’ employees.  
Looking ahead, 32% of companies expected turnover to decrease over the next six to 12 months, 

although 35% expected it to stay the same. 
British Water undertook the survey in October 2020 to assess the impact Covid-19 had had on 

individual companies to date, and their future expectations and concerns.  
As lead representative body for the UK water industry supply chain, it reached out to members 

and non-members to establish a complete picture of how companies across all levels had been 
affected. 

Other insights included: 
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 20% of companies that responded had experienced cash-flow concerns, although 62% 
had not (the remainder preferred not to say) 

 27% had made staff redundancies, 65% had not 
 To help maintain cash-flow, 10% of respondents stopped new strategic investments 
 The crisis has had a significant impact on the wellbeing of respondents and their 

colleagues  
 Just over 70% felt the support offered by British Water throughout the crisis had been 

good or excellent. 
Thanking the 178 individuals who responded, British Water chief executive Lila Thompson said: 

“The water and wastewater community has been absolutely critical in protecting and maintaining 
public health throughout the Covid-19 crisis. During this time, the sector has clearly faced its own 
challenges but has proven its resilience and agility. We are determined to continue to offer the right 
support to the supply chain throughout the next stages of the pandemic, so companies can continue 
to offer their essential services and emerge from the crisis in a strong position. The valuable insights 
received from our survey will help shape this support.” 

The full findings of the survey are available at: http://www.britishwater.co.uk/media/
download.aspx?MediaId=2418 

 
 

JET AIRE APPOINTS HSEQ MANAGER  

L eeds-based drainage company, Jet Aire Services, has appointed James Angus as HSEQ manager 
to oversee environmental, safety and quality standards at projects across the UK. 

James brings broad experience across Health & Safety in the manufacturing, power and process 
industries over the last 12 years, built upon an operational background in engineering and chemical 
industries, and water treatment plant operations. He has also worked with the New Zealand Health 
& Safety regulator as an inspector, manager and Chief Inspector influencing health and safety 
performance in construction 
and manufacturing sectors. 

James said: “I am really 
looking forward to 
supporting Jet Aire’s 
continued HSE best practice 
and learning more about the 
business over the coming 
months. Health and Safety 
is all about the people and 
our culture, every day on 
every job, with the overall 
goal that our teams continue 
to Work Safe and Go Home 
Safe. I am passionate about 
HSE and I am excited to be 
part of Jet Aire’s continued 
growth, where our HSE 
capability and performance 
will form a huge part of our 
success.” 

Jet Aire Services 
managing director, Darren 
Pavan, said: “We are 
delighted to welcome James 
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to Jet Aire Services. He brings outstanding expertise in the sectors that we serve. Drainage is an 
industry which demands the highest standards in Health, Safety, Environment and Quality, not only 
as a duty of care for employees, but also to demonstrate your credentials as a contractor. The nature 
of our work often involves a high level of risk and our ability to manage that risk is fundamental to 
our ability to secure business. James will play a vital role in ensuring that Jet Aire continues to 
maintain best practice throughout our programme of work in drainage maintenance.” 

Jet Aire Services provides a range of professional drainage solutions including CCTV surveys, 
high-pressure water jetting, sewer cleansing and clearance, tankering, waste disposal, CIPP patching 
and lining, UV lining, infiltration sealing, robotic cutting and root cutting.  Accredited and approved 
by many of the environmental and drainage industry’s leading bodies, the company also holds both 
ISO9001 and ISO14001 internationally recognised standards for Quality Management as well as 
OHSAS 18001 certification for Occupational Health and Safety Management. Website: 
www.jetaire.co.uk 

 
 

LANES SEWER LINING MANAGER APPOINTED TO UKSTT COUNCIL 

P aul Henderson, Business Development Manager of Lanes Group’s Sewer Lining Division, has 
been appointed to the Council of UKSTT, the UK Society for Trenchless Technology. 

He is one of several of the society’s council, drawn from UK industries involved in trenchless 
technologies, including water, gas and electricity utilities, and will serve for a minimum of three 
years. 

The council is the ruling body of UKSTT, which represents manufacturers, suppliers and 
industries that use trenchless technology, for example to install and maintain service pipes and 
cabling. 

Paul said: “It is a privilege to be voted on to the council by sitting members and to be able to serve 
UKSTT. One of its key purposes is to share knowledge about the use of trenchless technologies for 
the benefit of all, and I am looking forward to taking part in that process. 

“Lanes is a leading user of trenchless sewer maintenance systems, for surveying and pipe lining, 
so is well placed to further the aims of UKSTT in promoting the operational and sustainability 
benefits of no-dig technologies.” 

Paul joined Lanes in 2019 to spearhead the sales development of the business’s extensive sewer 
lining operation. Before that he held director-level positions at clean water businesses using 
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trenchless technologies so brings a broad range of experience to his 
new role at UKSTT. 

UKSTT Chair Dawn Greig said: “We aim to draw on best 
expertise from across the UK and are delighted to welcome Paul to 
the UKSTT Council. He has already started contributing and will be 
an excellent member of the team, helping us to take trenchless 
further." 

UKSTT was established in 1993 and is affiliated with the 
International Society of Trenchless Technologies. It supports the 
technical development of trenchless systems and education about 
their use. 

The application of trenchless technologies to survey, install and 
repair pipes and cable systems, also known as no-dig technologies, 
saves £millions every year in the UK, by avoiding the need for 
excavations. 

This approach makes the installation and maintenance of pipes and cable systems quicker, safer, 
less disruptive and much more sustainable, minimising the carbon footprint of utility operations. 

Lanes fully embraces this approach to sewer maintenance. It is a leading provider of all forms of 
trenchless sewer maintenance including cured in place pipe (CIPP) sewer lining. 

Lining technologies deployed by Lanes for water utility companies, businesses, local authorities 
and government agencies include hot water and steam CIPP, ambient CIPP and ultraviolet (UV) 
light CIPP. 

UV CIPP is recognised as a being a particularly sustainable no-dig pipe rehabilitation technology. 
Lanes is also a leading provider of robotic cutting services. The technology is used during the 

lining process to prepare pipes and reopen lateral connections. It also allows customers to remove 
blockages from pipes remotely without the need to carry out excavations. Website: 
www.lanesfordrains.co.uk 

 
 

MAKING STRIDES IN WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY  
THROUGH COVID-19 

T he COVID-19 pandemic has abruptly changed the way we live across the globe, placing stress 
on the psychological wellbeing of many. In Australia, as communities begin to control the 

spread of the virus, there has been a call to shift the focus from ‘flattening the pandemic curve’ to 
‘flattening’ the mental health curve.’ In light of National Safe Work Month this October, Australia’s 
and New Zealand’s water industry has banded together to spotlight this critical issue.  

This year, Australia’s National Safe Work 
Month focussed on Work Health and Safety 
through COVID-19. Throughout the month of 
October, employees and employers alike were 
encouraged to acknowledge and reflect on the 
wide-reaching impacts of COVID-19.  

Since the onset of the pandemic, workplaces 
have had to quickly adapt their practices to 
protect against the infection risks associated 
with COVID-19. Apart from the issues related 
to physical health, the virus has also had a 
profound psychological effect on many.  

In a bid to highlight the pandemic’s 
‘intangible’ ramifications, this year’s theme 
has enable discussion of workplace health and 
safety (WHS) through a psychological lens, 
focusing on how the pandemic has affected the 
mental health of Australia’s essential 
workforce. It also highlighted the critical role 
that mental health programmes play in keeping 
workers safe. 

Prior to COVID-19, the topic of mental 
health was already a pressing issue for 
Australian communities, with mental illness 
affecting one in five Australians in any given 
year.  

In addition to the social, emotional and 
financial challenges that COVID-19 has 
presented, many front line workers who 
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provide essential services have experienced public scrutiny 
and abuse during the pandemic. This emphasises the 
importance of developing a robust WHS and mental health 
framework to support Australia’s front line employees.  

With a workforce of almost 600 people distributed across 
Australia and New Zealand, leading water infrastructure 
company, Interflow, is aware of the role that a mentally 
healthy workplace plays in supporting its people through this 
difficult time.  

For Interflow, the key to addressing mental health within the 
workplace has been establishing open two-way 
communication with its people in the office and field.  

Interflow’s Senior HSE Business Partner, Troy Dawson, 
explained how the Company has adapted its mental health strategy to account for the additional 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. “A key focus for Interflow throughout the COVID-19 
period has been promoting our Employee Assistance Program (EAP), holding Stop and Reset 
Toolbox Talks, and providing resilience training as part of our Mentally Healthy Workplace 
Project.” he said. “Not only do these programmes help our workforce feel recognised, engaged and 
supported – but they enable our people to recognise the warning signs that someone may need 
assistance and then point them in the right direction.” 

The unique size, composition and geographical distribution of Australia’s and New Zealand’s 
water industry places significant challenges on its members when handling mental health issues.  

As the second wave impacts of COVID-19 continue to emerge, the challenge for employers will 
be implementing meaningful solutions to support the mental health of Australia’s and New 
Zealand’s essential workforce in the long-term. 

The water sector has adopted a collaborative approach to solving this issue, promoting the 
importance of mental health on an industry-wide scale through a combination of working groups, 
creative initiatives and information sharing. This camaraderie has not only sparked meaningful 
conversations about this critical topic but highlighted the fundamental desire for connection and 
community that we all share as humans.  

“The Company’s approach has dug deep to the heart of the issue, which is that mental health 
issues can affect anyone at any time,” Troy said. “It’s in everyone’s best interests to hold ourselves 
accountable and prioritise the creation of a mentally healthy workplace for all.”  Website: 
www.interflow.com.au 
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FLOOD ALLEVIATION WORKS FOR LEYLAND 

I n Layland, Lancashire, UK, a number of 
local properties on Moor Road had 

repeatedly suffered from flooding and 
United Utilities PLC, the UK Water and 
Sewerage company responsible for this 
area, employed Bethell Construction Ltd to 
design and install a flood alleviation 
scheme which involved the installation of 
370 m of new DN450 concrete sewer down 
a main residential road in Croston. Moor 
Road is extremely narrow road and is 
littered with existing overhead and 
underground services. The new sewer 
would outfall at a 12 m diameter settlement 
tank located in a field at the bottom of the 
road and with flows then joining the 
existing sewer system. Bethell 
Construction, with the ability to design and 
install efficient and cost effective solutions, 
opted for a trenchless method due to the 
previously mentioned restrictions. 

The trenchless subcontractor appointed to complete the new sewer installation was Trenchless 
Solutions Ltd (TSL) of Barnsley, South Yorkshire. Ground investigation works were completed 
prior to work commencing both for the planning stage and practical contracting purposes. Ground 
conditions over the proposed sewer route were shown to comprise very stiff clay. TSL has extensive 
experience of this type of installation and used a Guided Auger Boring system for the work. This 
option was chosen due to its ability to install the concrete sewer pipes to the required line, level and 
gradient. 

TSL used a Perforator PBA85V auger boring machine along with a Perforator HS90 hydraulic 
Powerpack, Bentonite Pump and tank, and OEN camera-based navigation unit to ensure the 
accuracy of the pilot bore installation. The company operates what it claims to be the largest fleet of 
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Perforator auger boring machines in the UK. 
The project called for the installation of some 
370 m of DN450  
FP McCann Concrete Jacking Pipe. 

Work started on 20 July 2020, with a 
completion date of not later than 31 October 
2020 being required due to the S50 notice and 
various restrictions implemented by United 
Utilities. 

 
HARD GROUND 
During the course of the boring works, the 
TSL crew encountered problems with the 
ground being much harder than anticipated. 
This was however overcome by using a 
polymer mix during the drilling works which 
eased the pressures incurred on rotation. Also, 
unexpected services were found when 
excavating the launch and reception pits which 
had an impact upon the speed at which the 
crew could work due to the care that had to be 
taken working near existing services. 

The construction works were also phased so 
that residents homes would be accessible at all 
times and only limited households would have 
driveways blocked at any given time. The 
works were carried out using a rolling work 
area as the installations progressed through the 
scheme. Previous pits were reinstated before 
new pits were opened up in order to limit the effect the works had on local residents. 

Overall the flood alleviation project was estimated to cost around £2 million, with the new sewer 
installation being some £80,000 in value. 

Commenting on the project for the Main Contractor Patrick Donnellan - Commercial Director for 
Bethell Construction said: “Trenchless Solutions Ltd worked with us from design stage to 
completion on this project, they often went the extra mile by working additional hours/days in order 
to complete this very complex and restrictive project within budget and the deadline of 31 Oct 
which was ultimately achieved thanks to their expertise.” Website: www.trenchlesssolutions.co.uk 
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FOCUS ON STRONG TEAM WORK AND COLLABORATION  

A  major UK Utility company engaged with Primus 
Line’s local partner, McAllister Group, at an early 

stage to identify the urgent suitability of a rehabilitation 
solution for  twin sewer rising mains. From information 
provided by the client and the portfolio of products 
available within the McAllister Group, Primus Line® was 
considered to be the most suitable due to the flexible nature 
of the material and its capability to withstand the 
operational conditions together with the speed of 
installation.  

The rising mains identified ran parallel with each other but 
from different pumping stations. They had a number of 
changes in direction both vertically and horizontally, but 
more significantly had been overbuilt by an extension of the 
original ‘A’ road they ran beneath with a new dual 
carriageway. The dual carriageway was built on a raised 
reinforced bank. Each of the rising mains had recent bursts 
that caused significant local disruption. Traditional open cut methods to replace or repair the mains 
were earlier considered by the client as a last resort. Excavating near the reinforced bank would add 
unnecessary risk and considerable cost to the project.  

Primus Line® is a flexible slip-lining solution for the trenchless rehabilitation of pressure pipes. 
The system consists of a flexible aramid-reinforced liner and specially developed end fittings. 
Primus Line® is not bonded to the host pipe, is self-supporting and allows an annulus to remain 
between Primus Line® and the host pipe. Two small excavation pits or access points are sufficient 
for rehabilitating a line section. 

 
TRENCHLESS REHABILITATION 
McAllister Group worked diligently with the asset owner, its supply chain and Primus Line to 
develop a fast track, effective and economic trenchless rehabilitation solution. The asset owner had 
already committed to set up flow management (tankers at the pumping station) prior to McAllister 
Group carrying out the initial site survey. This enabled all stakeholders to define the final scope of 
the project and to develop a seamless programme of works to mitigate unnecessary downtime.  

The Primus Line® material was delivered directly to the site as two (DN400 and DN500) jointless 
lengths of flexible hose on transportation reels. A winch was set up at the receiving pit with the 
winch wire being installed through the host pipe. The complete 650 m length was installed for each 
of the host pipes in a single installation. Once installed, the end connectors were attached and a 
pressure test took place, witnessed by the client. Next, the liner was cut and trimmed at an 
intermediate air valve chamber, end connectors fitted to facilitate the reinstatement of the air valves.  

The rehabilitation of the two rising mains has secured both assets for an extended length of time. 
The collaborative nature in which all stakeholders approached the project as a ‘single organisation’ 
helped streamline each stage of the project from concept, through to procurement and to on-site 
delivery.  

Working closely with the client on design, planning and delivery contributed hugely to the project 
being delivered on time and to budget. Website: www.primusline.com 

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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SPIRAL WOUND PVC PIPES FROM NORDITUBE  

N ordiTube is not only the technology provider for CIPP products, but also for special spiral 
wound pipe systems that are used for gravity and low-pressure pipes. One fascinating project 

was in Equatorial Guinea for the Oyala highway, where 26 km of DN 800 mm of CONCRETLOC 
was installed. For this project the production of the tubes was carried out on site.  

The CONCRETELOC is used particularly for sewage and storm drains, where high mechanical 
forces occur. It is reinforced with concrete and therefore a strong solution for heavy loads. What 
makes it especially intersting for drainage tubes in the railway and motorway sector.  

Besides CONCRETLOC, NordiTube offers also further spiral wound systems like SANEALOC, 
DRENOLOC or STORMTANK. With diameters ranging from DN 300 to 3,000 mm its special 
features are the excellent mechnanical properties, the enhanced hydraulic capacity, the light-weigth 
design and the simple handling on site.  

In the UK, Thomas Samanns is NordiTube’s highly experienced Sales Manager is available to 
advise on projects, provide the project assistance and site supervision. Website: www.norditube.com 

 

PIPELINE REHABILITATION 
For General Information on Pipeline Rehabilitation click here 
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PIPE BURSTING DOWN A STEEP SLOPE  

T he town of Wiehl, located a short drive 
to the East of Cologne, Germany, has a 

number of attractions to offer including a 
publicly accessible stalactite cave with an 
868 m long tunnel system, a 13.4 km length 
panorama trail, the so-called ‘Beer Trail‘, 
the ‘Axle, Wheel and Carriage’ museum 
and a wildlife park with a nature trail. 

The town had another temporary 
attraction to offer at the end of May 2020 
with the renewal of a 275 m length 
combined sewer pipeline under rather 
difficult conditions which included: 

 The course of the pipeline to be renewed was on a steep slope 
 It was situated 7 m beneath a country road 
 It was embedded in solid and fragmented rock 
 The slope was difficult 
 The was extremely difficult to access with impassable terrain 
 There was 4 to 5 m excess cover 

The combined sewer was built about 50 years ago with reinforced concrete pipes in nominal 
diameters of 600 and 700 mm, but cracks, fractures, and tree root intrusion lead to more and more to 
leakage. A conventional sanitation operation was out of the question, as on the one hand, the cross-
section had to be upsized and on the other hand, the static load on the damaged reinforced concrete 
pipes was no longer  guaranteed, due to the excess cover, oppressive and difficult slope and the 
country road just above the slope.  

The municipal works department in Wiehl commissioned the Schumacher Planning Agency to 
plan and produce a tender for the renewal of the problematic pipe section, which due to the 
complicated framework conditions, would only be possible, using static pipe-bursting equipment 
with the closed, trenchless construction method. The course of the pipeline on the steep slope and 
the extremely poor accessibility alone definitely did not allow the open trench method without huge 
cost. This does not also take into account the need to re-locate the country road by 150 m, which 

ONLINE PIPE REPLACEMENT 
For General Information on Bursting, Reaming, Cracking, Eating and Pulling click here 
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would have been unavoidable using an open trench 
method. The contract was awarded to Alfes & Sons 
GmbH from Wenden, which has mastered many a 
difficult project over the years using pipe-bursting 
methods, including in the Oberbergisch district in 
Wiehl.  

The result of two prior dynamic probes hardly 
provided much room for optimism. The entire pipe 
route, over a length of 275 m, was completely 
embedded in the natural existing rock and it was a 
complete mystery how much compressible soil was 
available next to the pipe path. Therefore, room for 
soil displacement was probably as good as zero. This 
also meant that application of the pipe bursting method 
was on thin ice as, despite all the advantages, there 
was quite a big risk involved! In the absence of an 
affordable alternative and with the confidence of the 
responsible employees at the specialists Alfes & Sons, 
the Stadtwerke Wiehl decided to use pipe bursting 
after all.  

There is a solution for everything! In Wiehl one part 
of the solution meant, a powerful, resilient and reliable 
machine had to be applied, in this case a 
GRUNDOBURST 2500G. The second part of the 
solution was an adapted dimensioning of the 
installation lengths. It made sense to carry out the first installation length over 45 m and the second 
over 100 m. The third length, over 130 m, was planned to be the last, as it also seemed to be the 
most critical. The 300 m length of PP-HM installation pipes ordered for this task, were welded 
together on site to form three separate sections. 

The excavation pits on the slope, which were up to 5.5 m deep, were clad with SBH Mega-
sheeting panels, which even had to be secured with rock anchors at the deepest point. Likewise, the 
25 ton chain excavator was secured during the excavation with the aid of rock anchors to prevent it 
from falling into the approximately 20 m deep and 60° steep abyss. 

Then work started. The GRUNDOBURST 2500G, with its maximum pulling force of 2,550 kN, 
was brought into position, together with the magazine with the Quicklock-burst rods. Not exactly 
smooth, but nonetheless pretty even, the bore rig pushed the burst rods into the old pipeline. Here 
the old reinforced concrete pipes had a diameter of ND 700. Breaking open and displacing the old 
pipes worked quite well, as did the expansion to 800 mm with four welded-on blade strips and the 
pulling in of the new pipe length. The renewal of the first two installation lengths had already 
proved to be a success.  

Then, on the last 130 m installation length, which ran at a depth of 7 m, things started to get 
tougher and the sweat started to flow, for man and machine. The old pipe narrowed down to ND 600 
in a manhole and the bore path no longer ran in a straight line. It bent in the flow path some 10° to 
the right and then ran in the final third in a slight curve to the left. Here all the power reserves of the 
GRUNDOBURST 2500G were required. Shortly after the 10° bend the pulling force increased 
considerably until, after only a few burst rods, pipe pulling came to a standstill. About 30 m before 
the end of the pull-in process a weld seam tore and split the pipe length into two sections of equal 
length. Work was brought to a halt immediately in order to locate the exact point of the tear. In 
doing so, the crew discovered that an approximately 6 m long section was missing at the first 
manhole passed through, but the bore channel was still distinctive in the entire cross-section. 

Problem identified, problem eliminated. The 
next day the team closed this ‘gap’ from the 
manhole, by installing short pipe sections.  

Parallel to this the crew dug an additional 
excavation pit at the known location of the 
bursting head, which now no longer had to be 
excavated on the steep slope and was therefore 
sufficiently dimensioned to a depth of 3.5 m.  

Now the remaining 30 m of the old pipe 
could be completed with the pipe bursting 
method, by pulling in short pipes.  
Website: www.tracto-technik.com 

ONLINE PIPE REPLACEMENT 
For General Information on Bursting, Reaming, Cracking, Eating and Pulling click here 
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MTS DELIVERS RIG 1000 

M TS Suction Systems UK Ltd is a leading supplier of Suction Excavation Equipment in the UK 
and Ireland providing a full range of equipment from small twin-axle city units for city centre 

and difficult access works through to large four-axle twin, triple and quad fan systems for larger 
excavations and specialist materials handling works.  

SUCTION/VACUUM EXCAVATION 
For General Information on Suction/Vacuum Excavation click here 
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Sean Quinn of Pier UK (right) with Frank Gowdy of MTS UK) undertaking a COVID Secure 
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Pier UK Ltd is a key client of MTS which from 2008 h-as grown in size to become what is 
believed to be Europe’s, and possibly the world’s largest provider of suction excavation equipment 
in the operated rental sector. In the 12 years since taking its original units, Pier UK’s Managing 
Director, Sean Quin has continually invested in equipment to meet the growing demand for the 
equipment and now has a fleet of in excess of fifty units. The fleet, predominately made up of MTS 
DINO equipment, ranges from small twin-axle city equipment through to 3-axle and 4-axle larger 
high performance units as well as the UK’s only DINO4.5 Tracked Suction System for All Terrain 
applications in more geographically challenging locations. 

Sean was exceptionally pleased to take delivery of his latest unit with the serial number SB1000 
especially and to mark the occasion MTS arranged to have the unit specially wrapped in Gold to 
highlight not only the 1000th MTS unit but also the commitment of Pier UK to Operated Suction 
Excavation Rental in offering a Gold Service to the industry.   

SB1000 is a workhorse unit based on a Scania G450 6x4 chassis with an XT cab and features twin 
900 mm fans, full hydraulic power hose boom, 8 bar@4.5 m3/min air compressor. The latest 
Seimens touch screen technology is used in the main control cabinet highlighting all main functions 
and diagnostics in plain English which also allows remote access via mobile networks. The 
equipment also benefits from the MTS patented cyclonic air filtration system with in-line automatic 
multi-jet air blast filter cleaning enabling maximum air flow performance to be maintained 
throughout operations, eliminating the need for manual filter cleaning prior to spoil tipping. 

Also with Pier UK is the ‘All-Terrain’ DINO Suction System. Designed specifically for suction 
works in difficult access sites and locations, the equipment benefits from the market leading 
performance of MTS Twin Fan power and air movement but in a configuration, that can access 
locations that traditional truck chassis mounted equipment cannot.    

The MTS equipment and engine are fully enclosed with the machine house, fans and compressor 
common to the other tried and tested equipment in the standard DINO range, as is the intermediate 
gearbox that transfers drive from the engine to the fans. Once started all major functions are radio or 
cable remote controlled by the operator including fan and compressor operation, boom movement 
and positioning of the equipment via the tracked drive unit.  

The equipment features twin 900 mm turbines for air movement/suction, an on-board compressor 
for air tools and air-knives, a side tipping 4.5 m3 spoil hopper, and a telescopic hydraulic hose 
boom. Optional upgrades of the equipment will include full hydraulic power booms and IKE 
rotational suction heads. Website: www.mammoth-mts.co.uk 

SUCTION/VACUUM EXCAVATION 
For General Information on Suction/Vacuum Excavation click here 
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congested with existing buried 
infrastructure.  

All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional 
Drills, HDD Training, Mixing/

Recycling Systems, HDD Drilling 
Fluids, Drill Pipe, Backreamers,  

Tri-Hawk Tooling,  
HDD Guidance Systems,  

Utility Locators,  
Vac Systems, Trenchers,  

Vibratory Ploughs. 

http://www.mammoth-mts.co.uk
http://nodigmedia.co.uk/technology-links/suction-vacuum-excavation/
http://www.rsp-uk.co.uk/
http://www.mammoth-mts.co.uk/
http://www.ditchwitch.co.uk/
http://www.ukstt.org.uk/


A UK FIRST FOR PBF DRAINAGE 

A nt Hire Solutions’ John Rose, Head of 
Robotic Cutting has been working with IMS 

Robotics as its UK partner to break ground with 
one of the company’s new generation Ultra High-
Pressured Robotic Cutter machines. PBF 
drainage, one of Ant Hire Solutions long-
standing IMS Robotics customers wanted to 
move into new business areas and seized the 
chance to challenge the market with the Premium 
Flex. 

IMS Robotics’ Premium Flex Ultra High-
Pressured Robotic Cutter is a first in the UK 
marketplace. Built by IMS Robotics with 
precision German engineering, this 
multifunctional system can be utilised as both a 
DN80 to DN250 robotic cutting device and also 
as a UHP Directional Water cutting system, 
operating at 1,000 bar pressure safely with IMS 
Robotics currently undergoing testing of the 
Premium Flex at pressures up to 2,500 bar. 

James Stern, Director at PBF Drainage was 
searching for a new robotic cutter that offered both Ultra High-Pressure (UHP) water cutting 
capabilities and the ability to operate in small diameter pipes. This was proving challenging, 
especially as he required a supplier that could also offer first-class customer support and efficient 
repairs 

John Rose and his innate knowledge of the IMS Robotics fleet knew the only product that would 
best serve PBF Drainages’ unique needs, the IMS Premium Flex. Having used IMS products for 
almost 10 years through Ant Hire Solutions, James knew he would have no issue with the 
performance and servicing of any new IMS machine he invested in. But as this was such a large 
investment for PBF Drainage, James was keen to learn more about the various applications the 
Premium Flex and its technical specifications. 

Ant Hire Solutions coordinated a visit for James to the IMS plant in Germany with John Rose to 
see the Premium Flex in action. The cutter was put through its paces in various testing scenarios 
including cutting through different thickness of concretes, fats, and materials. Both John and James 
were impressed with the speed and accuracy the device performed to and its high specifications – 70 
m supply hose, DN80 to DN250 robotic cutting at 10 bar (40 cfm) and DN100 to DN 250 Ultra 
High Pressure directional water cutting at 1,000 bar.  

The trip to IMS in Germany was a resounding success for Ant Hire Solutions and PBF Drainage, 
with James placing an order for the Premium Flex upon his return. The cutter was delivered to 
James and the PBF Drainage team in July 2020. Now equipped with this elite piece of precision 
cutting engineering PBF is ready to take on its new contracts with confidence that the DN80 to 
DN250 IMS Premium Flex will perform to and exceed its already high expectations.  

James is in no doubt the Premium Flex will allow PBF to move into new market segments and 
continue to build upon the company’s solid reputation in the drainage industry. Being the only IMS 
Premium Flex in the UK at the moment, PBF is confident that its new investment can be maintained 
and serviced in the UK by Ant Hire Solutions’ expert IMS engineers. John Rose continues to 
support the sale of this cutter with training and expert advice. Website: www.anthire.com 

SUPPORT EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES  
& SERVICES 

For General Information on Support Equipment & Accessories click here 
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SMART TECHNOLOGY TO 
BRING THE ESSENTIALS FOR 

LIFE TO EVERYONE 

McElroy Manufacturing is the 
leading manufacturer of  
polyethylene pipe fusion  

equipment and provider of 
customer-driven solutions to 
PE engineers and contractors 

worldwide. 

Akkerman develops,  
manufactures and supports 

quality pipe jacking, tunnelling, 
microtunnelling and guided 

boring equipment for the  
accurate installation of  

underground infrastructure for 
an extensive range of  

diameters and geology. 

Official partner offering sales, 
Support, training and consultancy 
Services across the UK and Eire 

for Brawoliner, 
MC Building Chemicals, 
Picote, Härke, Osscad, 

Spray liner and Multi-Kit™. 

TORO and  
American Augers Directional Drills 

Tooling & Drill Rods 
MTS Microtunnelling systems  

Perforator Auger Boring Equipment 
Drilling Fluids 

Recycling & Mixing Systems 
Digital Location Equipment 

All Terrain ‘ROCK’ Directional 
Drills, HDD Training, Mixing/

Recycling Systems, HDD Drilling 
Fluids, Drill Pipe, Backreamers,  

Tri-Hawk Tooling,  
HDD Guidance Systems,  

Utility Locators,  
Vac Systems, Trenchers,  

Vibratory Ploughs. 

John Rose, Head of Robotic Cutting and 
Pipeline Inspection with James Stern,  
Director at PBF drainage. 

http://www.anthire.com
http://www.nodigmedia.co.uk/Accessories.html
http://www.tracto-technik.com/
http://www.mcelroy.com/
http://www.akkerman.com/
http://www.cjkelly.com/
http://www.tadrilling.co.uk/
http://www.ditchwitch.co.uk/
https://vmt-gmbh.de/en/mt-newsletter-home/


WESSEX WATER USE SVI PIPE HANDLER  

W essex Water Services Ltd recently used the Steve Vick 
International Pipe Handler when replacing a 1 km stretch 

of existing rising main with 280 mm high pressure PE pipe. 
The regional water and sewerage company, which serves 2.8 

million customers across the south west of England used 
directional drilling to replace the sewerage pipe which ran across 
farmer’s fields on the outskirts of Salisbury. In order to replace 
the 1 km stretch, several different lengths of pipe needed to be 
inserted, ranging from 70 m to 120 m. To achieve these lengths, 
individual 12 m sticks of PE were butt fused together. 

The SVI Pipe Handler was used to pull the pipes that had 
already been joined into place, these pipes sometimes extended 
over many metres in length. Once the pipe was in place the pipe 
handler unloaded the next 12 m stick and lifted it into the correct 
position for butt fusion. 

Traditionally, when manoeuvring PE pipe on site, an excavator 
bucket and sling would be used.  However, this can cause the 
pipe to swing and become unstable which can be a hazard to 
operatives. The benefits of using the Steve Vick International 
Pipe Handler are that it is a single person operation which 
requires a one stage set up for the whole process.  Once in place 
the pipe handler can be controlled entirely from the cab, avoiding 
the need for any operatives to handle the pipe. This reduction in the man handling of the pipe not 
only improves safety but is also more time efficient. 

The Pipe Handler is a highly efficient addition to the tools available on site. It enables sticks of PE 
to be loaded or unloaded safely from storage racks or trucks and loaded into the butt fusion machine. 
The Pipe Handler is also designed to slipline pipe by gripping the PE, positioning it in the 
excavation and inserting the pipe.  

There are three models in the range handling pipe diameters from 250 mm up to 900 mm in 
diameter. Each model is capable of handling various diameters using shell inserts. Website: 
www.stevevick.com 

SUPPORT EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES  
& SERVICES 

For General Information on Support Equipment & Accessories click here 
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Steve Vick International  
designs and manufactures 
products for the trenchless 

renovation and decommission 
of pipes worldwide. Products 

include Pipe Coil Trailers, Pipe 
Handlers and Pipe Cutting 

Equipment. 

In-house developer and 
manufacturer of lateral 

cutters, high-speed drain 
cleaning equipment, pipe 

coating systems, collapsed 
liner removal, root and 

scale removal tools. 

Flexible sliplining solution for the 
trenchless rehabilitation  

of pressure pipes. 

RSM Lining Supplies offers 
CIPP lining systems, materials and 

ancillary equipment as well as  
expert lining consultancy services 

worldwide. 

Trenchless Group offers expert,  
cost-effective No-Dig solutions from 
contracting services to hire and sales 

on a wide variety of  
trenchless equipment across  

the UK and Ireland.    

Mammoth Equipment provides 
trenchless installation and related 

equipment for the safe installation or  
replacement of buried pipes, ducts 

and cables.  

MTS Suction Systems UK 
is the UK and Ireland distributor for 

a market leading range of suction 
excavation equipment.  

The Steve Vick International 
Pipe Handler in action on the 
Wessex Water rising main 
replacement project. 

http://www.stevevick.com
http://www.nodigmedia.co.uk/Accessories.html
http://www.stevevick.com/
http://www.picotesolutions.com/
http://www.primusline.com/
http://www.rsm-web.com/en
http://www.trenchlesssolutions.co.uk/
http://www.mammoth-mts.co.uk/
http://www.mammoth-mts.co.uk/
http://www.ukstt.org.uk/


UKSTT NEWS 
A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
A lot of people are saying that they will be glad to see the back of 2020,  I understand as it 

has been a very challenging time for everyone, but there has been some good to come out of 
this year, at least from the UKSTTs perspective.  

Undeterred by all of our events being cancelled we have introduced a number of online 
initiatives, which have proven popular and educational. Partnering with Westrade we were 
very proud to offer No-Dig Live Digital, a two-day webinar on Sewer Rehab in 2020 and 
beyond. Thanks again to all of our patrons and other WaSCo’s who took part for a 
wonderful programme, and to Iain Naismith of IKT who not only moderated the event but 
was largely responsible, alongside Julian Britton of Wessex Water, for putting it all 
together. 

So what else have we been up to? Well there have been more Member Webinars, 
Trenchless Bytes, and Trenchless Tea Breaks since our last edition of the Trenchless Buzz - 
there has even been a podcast! I’m not sure if you would consider it a good thing or no, but 
I am planning another one with Lynn before the end of the year. On the other hand, 
something that has been highly anticipated is the Trenchless Tea Break with Ian Pemberton 
of OFWAT on the Innovation Fund, and the importance of innovation within the water 
industry; moderated by Jo Parker. By the time you read this it will have happened!  We will 
let you know how it went next month. 

Have you taken a look at our website lately? Head over to www.ukstt.org.uk to check it 
out. A lot of work has been going on behind the scenes to make our website even more 
informative on all things Trenchless, and to make the experience more positive with fresh branding. I am particularly excited 
about the upcoming ‘Members’ Area’ which adds further benefit for our Members with exclusive access to a number of 
opportunities. A big thank you to each and every one of our members who have stuck with us throughout an incredibly unusual 
year, and to our new members for recognising the value that the UKSTT provides even during these times.  

As you know we are fairly active on social media, and you can now follow us even more closely on LinkedIn with a dedicated 
showcase page for our UKSTT Awards, as well as a UKSTT Admin page (Lynn) and a separate UKSTT Chair page (currently 
me). We want to keep you informed at all times, so please like, follow and share wherever possible! 

Talking of news, congratulations to our Vice-Chair Ian Ramsay who has been elected as one of the new Board of Directors for 
the ISTT (see below). What an achievement, we will look forward to forging even closer links with the ISTT moving forward. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our marvellous Council; for those who have left we thank you for your support 
while you were in office, and for those of you have just joined us, we are so excited to have you on board! You all do so much for 
the Society and for Trenchless, thank you.  

Last but by no means least, I would like to extend my gratitude to Lynn Maclachlan who works tirelessly to take care of our 
members and run the Society, and Linda McKenna who supports her - KUDOS to you both!  

We have so much to look forward to next year, including No-Dig Live and our Annual Awards and Gala Evening where we can 
all finally catch up and raise a glass together, until then keep safe, have a lovely Christmas and happy New Year for 2021 when it 
finally comes – Sláinte Mhath! 

 
 
 
ISTT BOARD MEETING  
The ISTT held its annual board meeting on the 16 November,2020 which, instead of being held 

during the planned International NODIG Show in Kuala Lumpur, was held online. There was an 
impressive turnout especially considering the time zones for some countries meant the meeting was 
held in the early hours of the morning!  

The main points coming from the meeting were the development of several working groups that 
the ISTT has established to develop online and practical training, International shows and 
conferences and social media engagement. The working groups will provide the affiliated societies 
additional benefits and support in the trenchless world. As these develop the UKSTT will keep 
everyone updated.  

The ISTT board of directors was increased from 10 to 11 in line with its terms of association 
where the affiliated societies now have a greater responsibility for the functioning of the Society. Ian 
Ramsay, vice chair of the UKSTT, was elected to serve on the board of the ISTT. 

  
 
UKSTT TECHNICAL ENQUIRY SERVICE  
The UKSTT website has a dedicated link for visitors to raise any technical enquiries they may have concerning trenchless 

technology and whether it may be applicable to any specific project:  https://www.ukstt.org.uk/technical-enquiry/.  
The organisation also has had some interesting enquiries recently ranging from invitations to tender in various locations of the 

UK and Europe while others received are looking for advice and proposed solutions for projects currently on-going. All of these 
enquiries are circulated to UKSTT’s Corporate Members and if more detailed advice is required UKSTT has a dedicated team 
who will advise separately. For all your trenchless solutions and latest news visit the UKSTT website https://www.ukstt.org.uk/ 
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MEMBERS WEBINAR FACILITY  
A new initiative, incorporated at the beginning of the year, was the inclusion of a corporate membership benefit that provided 

members with the free use of the Society’s webinar platform for free! The member webinars are designed to promote the product 
and services of our members and UKSTT will assist with the set up and promotion every step of the way to help make each 
webinar a success. For more information email Lynn admin@ukstt.org.uk  or call 01926 513773. The facility includes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHO WILL RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S AWARD FOR ‘YOUNG PROFESSIONAL’  
AT THE UKSTT CEREMONY IN JUNE NEXT YEAR? 
WILL IT BE YOU?  
Every year, the UKSTT presents the winner of the ‘Young Professional’ category with a £2,000.00 bursary to help fund their 

travel and accommodation to any part of the world, allowing them to undertake further research into their chosen area of 
Trenchless Technology. 

The Society recognises the need to encourage the work that young professionals are bringing to the industry and are keen to 
recognise this at the awards ceremony. 

Young Professionals (<30 years) are asked to submit a 1500 word entry that best demonstrates their contribution to the field of 
Trenchless Technology. UKSTT will be looking for evidence of an understanding of Trenchless Technology, the individual’s 
contribution made, the quality of the submission and the candidate’s vision for the future of Trenchless Technology.  

Deadline date for entries is the 10th February 2021. The entry form and rules and guidelines can be found at: https://
www.ukstt.org.uk/young-professional 

 
 
UKSTT GALA DINNER & AWARDS CEREMONY 2021 
In association with Westrade Group  
UKSTT is pleased to announce that the Gala Dinner & Awards Ceremony will take place in The Atrium, East of 

England Arena, Peterborough, PE2 6XE on 16 June 2021, at 7pm. 
If No-Dig Live and the Awards Dinner has to be rescheduled, the awards ceremony will continue to take place 

digitally on the 16 June 21. 
Please continue to send your award entries in to lynn@ukstt.org.uk deadline date is the 10 February 2021. 
For further information please visit the website  https://www.ukstt.org.uk/annual-dinner-awards-ceremony-2021/  
Tickets and table bookings can be purchased by contacting Hollie Liddle at hliddle@westrade.co.uk or calling 

01923 723990. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available, for more information please contact Trevor Dorrell 

tdorrell@westradegroup.co.uk 
 
 
ISTT MEMBERS ONLY WEBINAR SERIES - ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
ASSESSMENT OF STEAM-CURED CIPP 
ISTT has launched a new educational webinar series, available only to society members, and successfully held the first one on 

the 18 November 2020. 
Dr  John Matthews, Director of the Trenchless Technology Center (TTC) delivered a presentation on the findings from a recent 

study of the potential environmental impacts of steam-cured cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) installations. This comprehensive study 
collected real data from multiple projects using various sampling methods to determine the extent of any impacts. The objectives 
of the study were to both evaluate air emissions from steam-cured CIPP and determine potential impacts on workers. This was 
accomplished by directly measuring worker exposure to emissions for locations onsite or offsite. The installation sites 
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represented a range of scenarios typical of CIPP installations. Dispersion of the 
emissions was modelled to estimate compound concentrations for a large set of 
scenarios and weather conditions. The potential health risks were evaluated based on 
appropriate health-based action levels using the measured and modelled data. 

The webinar was very well attended with 100 registrations and attendees coming 
from 22 countries! ISTT have recorded the presentation and will make them 
available to ISTT members at a later date.  

The next webinar in the series is taking place on the 17 December at 2pm (GMT) 
and will be presented by Dr Dec Downey. In this webinar Dec will be reviewing the 
developments in UV Cured CIPP Lining from its introduction in 1985.  

Overview: UV Curing for Cured in place pipelining was developed and launched in the UK and Sweden by Insituform Group 
and INPipe AB in the mid1980s. It took some time to establish but over the past twenty years has made a major contribution to 
the growth of CIPP worldwide. It offers certain advantages over more traditional curing methods but requires investment in 
technology, quality management and skilled operators to take full advantage of its potential. This presentation will provide an 
appraisal of the technology and a glimpse at what the future may hold. The webinar is available for members of all affiliated 
societies to register. For further information on the ISTT Educational Webinar series please contact Kyoko Kondo by emailing 
info@istt.com  

 
 
 

UKSTT MEMBERS NEWS 
BESPOKE ‘CALM NETWORKS’ TRAINING RIG FOR SOUTH WEST WATER 
Morrison Utility Services’ (MUS) water technologies team has completed the 

installation of its largest bespoke ‘calm networks’ training rig on behalf of 
South West Water (SWW). 

The MUS water technologies team designed, built and commissioned the 
pressure transient valve training rig and associated facilities inside SWW’s 
production site in Exeter.  

The purpose-built training rig is designed to develop understanding of the 
causes of transient surge in the water distribution network. The facility 
demonstrates the potentially damaging consequences of transient surge that can 
occur as a result of network operations or interventions, and how these can be 
avoided or reduced by operatives, technicians and other non-water industry 
network users by modifying traditional distribution network valve and hydrant 
operational practices.  

The 30 m x 12 m rig is surrounded by 8.5 m high, sound insulated partition 
walls inside the existing process building. The rig consists of a closed 200 metre 
coil of 90 mm diameter polyethylene (PE) pipe fed by a heavy duty pump from a tank reservoir, circulating water around a 
number of test loops and branches. Simulating a section of operational main, the rig can be adjusted to produce a range of flow 
velocities and pressures. The system is also equipped with various valves, hydrants, pressure relief valves (PRV), MSM chamber 
and other apparatus designed to replicate equivalent network installations, configurations and conditions. 

Strategically positioned high speed pressure sensors, capable of measuring pressure variations and pulses as short as 5/1,000 ths 
of a second, are connected to a large graphical display designed to provide trainees with an insight into the pressure conditions 
and consequences of the correct or incorrect operation of the various valves and other apparatus.  

At SWW’s request, the training rig design included additional innovative elements. These included an elevated clear pipe 
section, which rotates at the flange positions to achieve variable levels of ‘high point’ above mains level, enabling simulation of 
potential air collection points. With air known to be a cause of service and asset failures, the clear pipe section provides trainees 
with an opportunity to observe trapped air and its variable conditions.  

Steel braces give support to the elevated tee and hydrant which weighs nearly 50 kg when filled with pressurised water. 
Controlled actuated valves were also installed to enable technicians to be trained on their operation and to develop their 
understanding of how they, too, can generate damaging transient energy in a network. A dedicated rig outstation can also be seen 
and controlled via the company’s SCADA system.  

Mark Hilson, South West Water Director of Networks and Customer Services, commented: “It is great to see our vision of an 
industry leading training facility become a reality. The Network Training Centre (NTC) will not only be utilised to train existing 
staff and partners, but will form an integral part of the learning journey for future apprentice intakes, ensuring we maintain a 
highly skilled workforce for generations to come. I would like to thank the team at MUS for sharing our vision and working 
alongside us to deliver the facility to such exacting standards.”  

Tony Hanks, technical lead for the MUS water technologies team, commented: “This rig is one of the most complex designs of 
a series of ten rigs within the clean water sector commissioned to date. It will give South West Water’s trainees and time served 
engineers, as well as service providers and organisations that interact with the network, a true-to-life experience of managing the 
effects of transient surge. It will also raise awareness of the key operational good practice that prevents this from happening, and 
improve network integrity and good customer service in the long run.” 

Lawrence Summers, MUS Executive Director, added: “We are delighted to have completed what is our largest bespoke calm 
networks training rig to date. Transient surge is an ongoing issue for water companies and this purpose-built facility will prove to 
be a really beneficial investment for South West Water.” 
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THAMES WATER APPOINTS MORRISON UTILITY SERVICES FOR SOUTH LONDON  
AND THAMES VALLEY AMP7 INFRASTRUCTURE CAPITAL PROGRAMME 
Morrison Utility Services (MUS), the UK’s largest dedicated utility service provider and part of M Group Services, has been 

awarded two major geographic Lots to deliver water and wastewater infrastructure (network) projects in South London and The 
Thames Valley in support of Thames Water’s AMP7/AMP8 Infrastructure Capital Programme.  

Under the terms of the agreement, Morrison Utility Services has been appointed as the primary contractor for Lot 6 
(Infrastructure South London) and Lot 7 (Infrastructure Thames Valley). The estimated collective value of the two Lots during 
AMP7 is £330 million. 

The initial duration of the framework agreement for both Lots will be five years to complement Thames Water’s AMP7 
delivery period (April 2020 - March 2025), with the option to extend for a maximum further five years in line with the 2025-2030 
AMP8 regulatory period. 

The scope of the Infrastructure (water and wastewater) 
Capital Programme for both Lots includes:  

 Water distribution mains replacement 
 New or refurbished pumping stations 
 New and replacement water trunk mains 
 Water pressure management activities 
 Inspection and maintenance of aqueducts, 

bridges and tunnels 
 New and replacement waste rising mains 
 Survey, rehabilitation and replacement of 

sewers near and crossing rail 
 Gravity solutions to maintain asset health and 

accommodate growth together with pipe bridge 
inspections 

Thames Water Capital Delivery Director John Bentley 
commented: “We are pleased to again be working with 
Morrison Utility Services, a company with whom we have 
developed a great working relationship over a number of 
years. Together we plan to deliver an ambitious and 
progressive programme of works in our water and 
wastewater networks across South London and the Thames 
Valley.” 

Morrison Utility Services Executive Director, Lawrence 
Summers, commented: “'I am absolutely delighted that 
Thames Water have chosen us to be the primary contractor 
for the delivery of their Infrastructure Capital Programme in 
both South London and The Thames Valley for AMP7 and 
beyond. We look forward to building on the excellent 
relationship that we have established over more than twenty 
years working for Thames Water. Working collaboratively, I 
am confident we will achieve world class health and safety 
performance, whilst successfully delivering a varied mix of 
water and wastewater capital projects.” 

Morrison Utility Services Contract Director, Kevin Parcell 
added: “We are absolutely delighted to have been awarded 
the primary contractor positions in both South London and 
Thames Valley, giving us the opportunity to expand our 
long-term partnership with Thames Water. We will continue 
to work closely and collaboratively with Thames Water and 
we look forward to being part of this next chapter.” 

Earlier this year, Morrison Utility Services extended its 
long-term partnership with Thames Water after being 
awarded a place on Lot 2 – Infrastructure on the AMP7 
Capital Programme Thames Wide Framework, covering 
works that span water and wastewater infrastructure 
(network) and assets across Thames Water’s operational 
region.  

With an estimated overall value of £170 million, the Lot 2 
programme of works will be awarded to the successful 
contractors on a package by package basis and includes the 
rehabilitation and replacement of potable and waste water 
pipelines through to the inspection and maintenance of 
pumping assets, aqueducts and tunnels and supporting more 
complex emergency projects.  
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TRENCHLESS ASIA 2021 - NEW NOVEMBER DATE ANNOUNCED 

W estrade Group is delighted to announce a 
new date for the Trenchless Asia 

featuring ISTT International No-Dig 2021. 
Tuesday 16 and Wednesday 17 November 2021 
will be the new dates for the event to be held at 
the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, 
Malaysia. 

As No-Dig Panama has moved to 2023, it was 
felt that this was a great opportunity to use this 
gap in the industry calendar to host Trenchless 
Asia with guidance and full support from 
government ministers, local societies, suppliers 
and exhibitors. Westrade feels this move will 
allow sponsors, exhibitors and visitors the 
maximum return on investment and be the 
springboard for the infrastructure market in this 
region. The Organiser is also thrilled to 
announce the annual ISTT International No-Dig 
will feature at Trenchless Asia 2021. 

Westrade has been inundated with interest in 
the 2021 event and has had to expand the 
floorplan into two halls to meet the phenomenal 
demand, making Trenchless Asia the biggest in 
its 25 year history. 

The Organiser looks forward to seeing you 
again in November 2021 for what promises to 
be the biggest ever Trenchless Asia and wishes 
you all the best both personally and 
professionally. Everyone will be kept up to date 
on the website and on social media channels. 
Website: www.trenchlessasia.com 

 
bauma CONEXPO INDIA POSTPONED 

b auma CONEXPO INDIA, the International Trade Fair for 
Construction Machinery, Building Material Machines, 

Mining Machines and Construction Vehicles will now take 
place from April 20 to 23, 2021 at the India Expo Centre 
(IEC), Greater Noida, Delhi NCR. 

Bhupinder Singh, the CEO of bC Expo India Pvt Ltd. said: 
“After careful consideration of the COVID-19 situation and 
crucial discussions with the industry, we are postponing 
bauma CONEXPO INDIA to April 2021. The gradual upturn 
of the market leaves us confident that the industry will find even more favourable conditions for 
doing business at the new dates. Plus, rescheduling the exhibition will enable us to provide a safer 
environment for our exhibitors, stakeholders, and visitors as their safety is our topmost priority.” 

The decision was supported by Arvind K. Garg, Chairman, bauma CONEXPO INDIA – Task 
Force and Executive Vice President and Head, Construction and Mining Machinery Business at 
Larsen & Toubro Ltd. Garg, said: “As the industry is witnessing a gradual recovery, the decision to 
postpone the event comes at an appropriate time. To ensure a safer environment for participants we 
have moved the show to an India Expo Centre. Along with providing top facilities and an excellent 
infrastructure, bauma CONEXPO INDIA is all set to cater to the industry’s needs. We wish to 
affirm that all Government directives and norms will be followed stringently to provide a safe 
experience that the participants expect and deserve.” 

Backing the decision, Mu. Moahan, President of Builders Association of India (BAI) said: “The 
rescheduling will come with its own benefits as the industry is recovering from the deadly grip of 
the corona virus pandemic. We are certain that with the travel restrictions relaxed, more exhibitors 
and visitors will be able to take part in the exhibition.” 

Extending his support, Bhupinder Singh said: “The decision comes after the thorough 
consideration of market assessments and consultations with the key stakeholders. We feel it is in the 
best interest of our exhibitors and visitors. Besides that, we want to thank our partners for their 
continued support and help in facilitating this difficult decision to postpone the trade fair. Further, 
we are working hard to make the coming trade fair even better and more successful.” Interested 
companies can register online at www.bcindia.com 
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Trenchless Asia has been given a new date. 
Top: The Conference hall at a previous event. 
Bottom: The Exhibition hall at a previous 
event. 

http://www.trenchlessasia.com
http://www.bcindia.com
http://www.westrade.co.uk/html/fr_trenchless.htm
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2021 
March 3-4 
AUSJET21 - Melbourne, Australia. 
Details from: http://ausjetconnect.com.au/ 
 

April 19-25 
RO-KA-TECH 2021 - Kessel, Germany. 
Details from: www.vdrk.de 
 

April 20-23 
bauma CONEXPO INDIA– Delhi, India. 
Details from: www.bcindia.com 
 

May 5 
No-Dig Roadshow 2021– Glasgow, Scotland. 
Details from: www.nodiglive.co.uk/glasgow-roadshow-2021 
 

May 31-June 1 
Trenchless Middle East 2021 - Dubai, UAE. 
Details from: www.trenchlessmiddleeast.com 
 

June 13-16 
RETC - Las Vegas, USA. 
Details from: www.retc.org 
 

June 15-17  
No-Dig Live 2021 - Peterborough, UK. 
Details from: www.nodiglive.co.uk 
Includes on 16 June the UKSTT Gala Dinner and Awards 
ceremony 
 

June 16 
1st European No-Dig Conference - Peterborough, UK. 
In conjunction with No-Dig Live 2021 
Details from: www.nodiglive.co.uk 
 

June 16 
Trenchless Romania - Bucharest, Romania. 
Details from: http://trenchless-romania.com/ 
 

June 20 - 24  
Singapore International Water Week - Marina Bay Sands, 
Singapore. 
Details from: www.siww.com.sg 
 

October 5-8 
No-Dig Down Under - Sydney, Australia 
Details from: www.nodigdownunder.com 
 

October 13-14 
8th NSTT No-Dig Event - Nijkerk, The Netherlands. 
Details from: www.no-dig-event.com 
 

November 16-17 (NEW DATE) 
Trenchless Asia 2020 featuring the ISTT International  
No-Dig - Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Details from: www.trenchlessasia.com 
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2022 
May 30-June 3 
IFAT 2022 - Munich, Germany. 
Details from: https://www.ifat.de/en 
 

June 17-24 
North American Tunneling Conference (NAT) 2022  - 
Philadelphia, USA. 
Details from: http://natconference.com/ 
 

October 3-5 
No-Dig Helsinki 2022 - Helsinki, Finland 
Details from: www.nodighelsinki.com 
 
 
If you have an event, course or meeting scheduled and would 

like to add it to this listing please forward details to: 
ian@nodigmedia.co.uk 
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